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Introduction: 
The Veresov 


This book is really the result of a happy 
accident. I had just finished my first 
book for Everyman Chess on the London 
System, when John Emms asked if I 
wanted to do a second book - on the 
Veresov. Apparently he had seen several 
of my games with the Veresov in the 
database. There was only one problem: 
John had been looking at my younger 
brother Jimmy’s games! The database 
had inadvertently posted many of 
Jimmy’s games under my name. Jimmy 
had played the Veresov in the 80’s and 
had long since retired from tournament 
play to become a captain of industry, 
running our family business. I, on the 
other hand, had not played a single 
Veresov in my life. After confessing this 
to John he gave me the go ahead any¬ 
way. Perhaps John thought Veresov was 
in the Lakdawala family genes! 

The book constituted a Teal chal¬ 
lenge, and the irony of a London-loving 
chess chicken like me writing a book on 
one of the most bloodthirsty openings 
in chess was not lost on me. i had al¬ 


ways considered the Veresov an open¬ 
ing of dubious lineage. After all, with 1 
d4 and 2 4ic3 White violates one of the 
biggest taboos in chess, which is don’t 
block your c-pawn with your knight in a 
Queen’s Pawn opening. What never oc¬ 
curs to Veresov naysayers is the fact that 
White isn’t trying for c4, but instead 
plays for e4! Diehard Veresovers like 
Jimmy knew better. He would heap po¬ 
etic pTaises upon his beloved opening. 
Not wishing to hurt the lad’s feelings, I 
indulged him by nodding politely, 
coughing, looking up at the ceiling and 
whistling through my teeth, holding 
back any criticism of his favourite open¬ 
ing. Now, having thoroughly studied the 
opening, I can state with confidence 
that Jimmy was right and I was wrong. 
The Veresov is completely playable, and 
if you are a tactician and attacking 
playeT, it tends to suck youT opponent 
into your realm of power. Nobody both¬ 
ers to study the line as Black. So the 
greatest strength of the Veresov is its 
own dubious reputation! 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Profile of a Veresover 

Jimmy was born to play the Veresov: 

1. He was incredibly lazy about open¬ 
ing study. In fact, be reached an impres¬ 
sive US Chess Federation rating just over 
2400 without ever studying a single 
chess book! A feat only the young Capa 
matched. The opening is easy to learn 
because you play d4, £Jc3, J.g5 and of¬ 
ten f3 against just about everything. 
The idea behind the opening is incredi¬ 
bly simple: force e4! no matter how 
Black responds. This one guiding princi¬ 
ple makes your opening choices easy. 

2. He was lopsided in his chess abili¬ 
ties. I would estimate his strategic un¬ 
derstanding at the level of a typical 
kindergartener, while his tactical and 
calculation abilities were right in the 
neighbourhood of Rybka\ Once at a 
family birthday party I was playing GM 
Kaidanov in a 5-0 game on the ICC. 
Jimmy came in late, looked at the posi¬ 
tion for about 20 seconds and stopped 
me from making the move I was going 
to play. He reeled off a long variation 
with a cheapo at the end and insisted I 
play it. Kaidanov walked right into it! 

3. Jimmy was happiest when the 
position was a mess. The more unclear 
the position, the better. And with the 
Veresov that’s what you get. 

So if you have any of the following 
similar traits, then the Veresov is a per¬ 
fect opening choice: you don’t have 
much time or inclination for study; you 
are a natural tactician; and you revel in 
chaotic positions. 


A History of the Veresov 

Besides Jimmy, the otheT founding fa¬ 
thers of the opening were Savielly Tar- 
takower, who invented the line in the 
1920’s and played it his entire life; Kurt 
Richter, who played it mostly in the 
30’s; and Gavril Veresov, who played it 
from the 30’s to the mid-70’s. Gavril 
VeTesov must have had the better press 
agent foT the opening to be named af¬ 
ter him. Its pedigree includes four 
World Champions who employed it: 
Smyslov, Tal, Spassky and Karpov. The 
top GMs who play it today are Hector 
and Khachian. 

Here is an early game in the 
Veresov. Note the utteT confusion the 
opening inflicts on Black! 

Came l 

K.Richter-G.Rogmann 

Berlin 1937 

1 d4 2 foe 3 d5 3 J.g5 c6 4 f3 Wb6 



Logical. Black hits the sore spot on 
b2 before White gets into his groove 
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with Wd2 and 0-0-0. 

5e4i? 

White can also take the milquetoast 
route with 5 Sbl, but any red-blooded 
Veresover would hang his head down 
in shame if this were played! 

5 .. .Wxb2 6 £ige2 e6 

Choosing to keep the game closed 
to protect himself from White’s devel¬ 
opment lead. Instead, 6...dxe4l? 7 fxe4 
Wa3 8 e5 £>d5 9 i-d 2 Ag4 10 £sxd5 
cxd5 11 Wbl! gives White enough for 
the pawn. 

7 e5 £ifd7 8 Sbl Wa3 9 Sb 3 Wa5 10 
Jkd2 Wc7 11 £lf4 a6! 

It is too soon for 11...C5?! 12 £}b5 
Wc6 13 c4! dxc4 14 Axc4 cxd4 15 We 2 
when the game has blasted open and 
White holds a massive development 
lead. 

12 jtd3? 

His d-pawn required support with 

12 4ice2 c5 13 c3. 

12.. .1,e7? 

I just don’t buy that White has full 
compensation for the piece if Black 
strikes with 12...C5! 13 “SkxdS (what 
else?) 13...exd5 14 4ixd5 Wd8 15 e6 
fxe6 16 We2 sfef7 17 £>f4 <Sib6. More¬ 
over, Black’s failure to counter in the 
centre results in a massive build-up 
against his king later in the game. 

13 0-0 0-0 

This time the central counter entails 
risk: 13...C5!? 14 4?icxd5 exd5 15 ®xd5 
Wd8 16 c3 £>c 6 17 i.e3 cxd4 18 cxd4 
0-0 19 4^xe7+ Wxe7 20 Wbl and White 
has only one pawn for the piece, but 


may still have adequate compensation. 
He enjoys plenty of extra space and the 
bishop pair, not to mention that his 
pieces are aimed at Black’s king and he 
might begin a giant pawn roller, start¬ 
ing with f4. 



14 Wei He8 

Black’s position falls apart after the 
mistimed 14...C5? 15 £icxd5! exd5 16 
^xd5 Wd 8 17 Aa5! b 6 18 We4! g 6 19 
Sxb6!. 

15 %3 4tf8?! 

15...C5! 16 £\cxd5! exd5 17 £ixd5 
Wd8 is messy but probably still in 
Black’s favour. 

16 £ih5 £sg6 17 f4 l.d8?! 

Black just doesn’t believe in coun¬ 
tering wing attacks with central count¬ 
ers! He had to plunge into the craziness 
of 17-C5 18 f5 !- 

18 Wh3 b5?! 

On his tombstone, Rogmann should 
have had the undertaker inscribe: “I 
wish I had played ...c5!” Even here, 

18...c5 19 f5 exf5 20 ®xd5 leads to a 
typical Veresov mess. 

19 g4! We7 
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For the love of God, man, ...c5! But 
maybe now it is too late. Also, please 
note how kind I am in awarding most 
of Black’s non-...c5 moves ’?!’ instead of 
the full'?’ that they deserve. 

Here after 19~.c5 20 f5 exf5 21 gxf5 
c4 22 ^xg7l White has a crushing at¬ 
tack. 

20 g5! 

Planning to entomb Black’s king 
with a knight sac on f6. 

20 ... i: b6 21 4be2 c5! 

Hooray! Perhaps this move should 
be awarded a '!!’. Unfortunately, it ar¬ 
rives too late. 

22 <$}f6+! 



The original maestro of the Veresov 
(the Richter-Veresov?) goes on to give a 
beautiful demonstration in the art of 
attack. 

22...gxf6 23 gxf6 Wf8 24 *hl cxd4 

The force of White’s kingside build¬ 
up is revealed in the lines: 24...C4?? 25 
jk,b4! which traps the queen, and 
24-.4ic6 25 f5 exf5 26 ±h6 f4 27 lTi5. 

25 Igl 4^d7 26 Whs £ixf6 27 exf6 Ba7 
28 Ab4! 


Deflecting a key defender. 

28.. .1.C5 29 ±xc5 t^cS 30 i.xg6 fxg6 
31fixg6+! 

Obvious but still pretty. 

31.. .^h8 

Black’s king is utterly overwhelmed. 
This is how Napoleon must have felt 
near the end of the Battle of Waterloo! 
If 31...hxg6 32 #xg6+ <&>f8 33 Hg3 and 
mate next move. 

32f7ll-0 



Black can’t deal with the double 
threats of 33 fxe8(0+) and 33 l f e5+. 

Summary 

...c5 was required! Defensive technique 
has come a long way since 1937. Today, 
most club players would reflexively 
counter in the centre at the first sign of 
a white attack, but one thing remains 
constant: the Veresov continues to con¬ 
fuse Black. 

The Tone of this Book 

I hope the reader will forgive my occa¬ 
sional overly-goofy tone. In the middle 
of a chapter, I may suddenly engage 
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you in a conversation about the Borg 
Collective and go on to confess impure 
thoughts towards space goddess 
Sevenofnine! The idea is to recreate the 
casual atmosphere of chess lessons at 
my home Tather than that of a profes¬ 
sor in a lecture hall. It’s actually a mys¬ 
tery to me why most chess books are so 
formally written, as if readers aTe 
Amish elders rather than the goofs and 
nerds most of us are! Besides, I can’t 
help it. The dangerous combination of 
Jimi Hendrix and Buddhist chants 
blasting away on the CD player while I 
write induces such outbursts! I hope 
the reader gets as much enjoyment 
reading this book as I did writing it. 
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Chapter One 

The Veresov: 
3...^ibd7 4f3!? 


1 d4 £lf6 2 £sc 3 d5 3 i.g5 £ibd7 4 f3l? 



If you decide to play the 4 f3l? 
Veresov, be prepared to enter the rab¬ 
bit hole. The lines in this chapter are 
the craziest and some would claim 
most unsound of the entire Veresov. 
And indeed, there are several lines 
which are flat out unsound. I tried to 
weed these out and place them at a 
safe distance in the notes! Don’t worry 
though. If you don’t like the positions 
from this chapter, you always have the 


option of skipping the lines here and 
heading to the solidity of 4 ®d3 in 
Chapter Two. 

Key ideas to remember 

1. The first two games deal with 
Black’s worst option, which is the 
French-like situations arising from the 
...e6 lines. The trouble for Black is that 
he already committed his knight to d7, 
and everyone knows that the b8-knight 
should be developed to c6 in a French. 

2. Khachian-Donchenko is an ex¬ 
ample of the ...c5 lines, usually played 
on Black’s fourth move. Flere I recom¬ 
mend taking on C5 and holding on for 
dear life, usually with b4. Black nor¬ 
mally regains the pawn due to his de¬ 
velopment lead and the arising posi¬ 
tions are interesting battles between 
White’s big queenside pawn majority 
and Black’s central advance. 

3. The diagram below reveals the 
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The Veresov: 3--.^bd7 4f3!? 


big problem with playing 4 fB. The rec¬ 
ipe for Black (often given as a refuta¬ 
tion of the Veresov itself) is the set-up 
...<£\bd7, ...c6, and when White plays e4, 
capture on e4 and hit back with a 
timely ...e5l. 



Structurally White remains pretty 
shaky in these lines and he is often 
forced to part with his powerful dark- 
squared bishop. I tried to thread the 
needle, and feel that the lines recom¬ 
mended here are the only playable op¬ 
tions for White who gets activity, a de¬ 
velopment lead and attacking chances 
to compensate for some of his posi¬ 
tional failings. Yilmazyerli-Song is a 
good example of White’s explosive po¬ 
tential in this line. 

4. Warning: This line is reserved for 
the very bravest of you out there! The 7 
£>f3 line, as in the above diagram, is 
your wildest option in the whole 4 f3 
Veresov. White gives up structure, tak¬ 
ing on an isolani on e4, and sometimes 
even gives up his b-pawn to boot. But 
don’t despair. You get quite a bit in re¬ 
turn in the form of tremendous piece 


activity, open files and real attacking 
chances. Here you just plunge into the 
ocean and either get the pearl or drown! 

Game 2 

R.Reti-S.Tartakower 

Vienna 1919 

1 d4 d5 2 £ic3 3 Ag5 £\bd7 4 f3 



Who would have guessed that it 
was Reti, godfather of the hypermod¬ 
erns, who employed the very first pure 
VeTesov? 

4...h6 5 Ah4 

1 recently tested the rarely-played 5 
Af4!? in an ICC blitz game, which con¬ 
tinued 5-.C5 6 e4 cxd4 7 1 B r xd4 e5?l (un¬ 
sound, but very difficult to meet in a 
blitz game) 8 Axe5 Ac5 9 Axf6 gxf6 10 
Wlx d5 (the safer 10 ®d2l? also denies 
Black full compensation since 10...Wb6? 
is met by the simple ll <£sa4!) 10...'i r b6 
11 £}ge2? (11 0-0-0!! refutes Black’s sac 
afteT ll...Axgl 12 AbS Ae3+ 13 i’bl 
0-0 14 Axd7 Sd8 15 Axc81! Sxd5 16 
£sxd5 Wc5 17 Axb7 fif8 18 £>xf6+ and 
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White’s knight, rook and four pawns 
outweigh Black's lone queen) ll..JLf2+ 

12 idl 0-0 and in C.Lakdawala-’Zq', 
Internet blitz 2010, Black had full com¬ 
pensation in the form of his lead in de¬ 
velopment, White’s harassed king, and 
his domination of the dark squares. 

5.. .e6 6 e4 Ae7?! 

This move is played all the time by 
Black, but it simply leads to a rotten 
French Defence, with his knight mis¬ 
placed on d7. Perhaps Black should risk 

6.. .dxe4l? 7 fxe4 i.b4 8 e5 g5 9 &g3 £sd5 
10 £\ge2 c5 11 a3 Axc3+ 12 £sxc3 £ie3 

13 fd 2 cxd4 14 £jb5 Wb6 15 ^d6+ <4f8 
and now, instead of 16 Eel!? as in 
F.Cottegnie-R.Cardoso, correspondence 
2004, White might play the safer 16 c3! 
dxc3 17 Wxc3 <Skl5 18 Wd 2 We 3+ 19 
Wxe3 *?3xe3 20 Eel when his develop¬ 
ment lead and open files give him more 
than enough compensation for the 
pawn in the queenless middlegame. 
7e5£)h5 

7...£kj8 8 i.f2 Ab4 9 f4 £ie7 10 £if3 
leaves Black tangled. 

8 J,xe7 Wxe7 9 g3 



Preparing to build his centre with 
f4. Meanwhile, Black’s knight floats in 
outer space on h5. 

9.. .0-0 10 f4 g6 11 Wd2 

White has achieved a wonderful 
version of the French Defence. 

11.. .£sg7 12 &f3 C5 13 Ah3 
Playing for the f5 pawn break. 

13.. .6h7 14 0-0 

14 0-0-0! and then continuing as he 
did in the game looks grim for Black. 

14.. .cxd4 15 <£>xd4 a6 16 fiael b5 

I6...h5 only stalls White’s plan of g4: 

17 &g2 b5 18 h3 and g4 follows. 

17 g4! 



The breakthrough f5 is coming. 

17...±b7 18 f5 Wg5?! 

Fearing for his king, Black bails out 
into a rancid ending. He probably 
should have taken his chances in the 
line l8...Wh4 19 Sf3 gxf5 20 gxf5 fig8 
21 i’hl £sc5. Even here though, White’s 
attacking chances clearly trump Black’s 
ability to counterattack against the 
somewhat exposed position of White’s 
king. 

19 Wxg5 hxg5 20 f6 <£>e8 21 Ee3 Eh8 
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22ldl 

Retaining the bind over the materi¬ 
alistic 22 £sf3!? &g8 23 £sxg5 d4 24 
Sd3 £ixe5 25 fixd4 fic8 which offers 
Black some counterplay for the pawn. 

22.. .1>g8 23 a3?? 

Careless. 23 ±,fl keeps Black totally 
tied up. 

23.. .1c8?? 

Laissez faire? Both Grandmasters 
overlook the simple 23-^xe5! 24 fixes 
lxh3 which leaves White down a pawn 
and overextended. 

24 i-fl! 

Now he sees the threat. 

24.. .^exf6! 



A temporary piece sac to mix it up. 
Possibly Reti, a habitual time trouble 
addict, may have been low on the clock 
at this point. Tartakower’s sac gives 
him practical chances. 

25exf6e5 26£tf3! 

26 £\dxb5?! allows Black back into 
the game after 26...axb5 27 JLxbS £sxf6 
28 Sxe5 flh4l and Black is still kicking. 

26...d4 27 ®xd4? 

27 £ixe5! £}xe5 28 fixes dxc3 29 


bxc3 ±f3 30 fid6 Sxc3 31 ±d3 lxa3 32 
jLxg6! and Fritz announces a forced 
mate in 21 moves, while Rybka dis¬ 
putes this and claims a mate in 10. Ob¬ 
viously someone is not telling the truth 
here! 

27.. .exd4 28 flxd4 ^xf6 29 h3 *g7 30 
Ag2?! 

30 a4l was White’s last chance to 
continue the pressure. 

30.. .J.xg2 314 > xg2 fihd8 Vi-'A 

A lucky escape for Black. 

Summary 

One of the great trade secrets of 
Veresov practitioners is to con unsus¬ 
pecting opponents into bad versions of 
the French Defence. You will see this 
pattern over and over again in this 
book. 

Game 3 

M.Khachian-A.Kostin 

Pardubice 1996 

1 d4 £if6 2 <£ic3 

My friend GM Melik Khachiyan and I 
have had many interesting battles over 
the years. He is one of the few grand¬ 
masters who regularly employs the 
Veresov. 

2.. .d5 3 Ag5 £sbd7 4 f3 h6 5 -&M e6?! 6 
e4 i.e7 7 e5 ^Yh5 8 l,xe7 ^*27 9 £>h3! 

Possibly even stronger than 9 g3 
which Reti used in the very first 
Veresov. White threatens to trap the 
wayward h5-knight with g4. But the 
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question remains: is g4 really a threat? 



9.. .C5?! 

Allowing the trap. Black sacs a piece 
to destroy the white centre, but just 
doesn’t get enough for it. He probably 
couldn’t, though, stomach the position 
after 9...g5 10 g3 £ig7 11 #d2 a6 12 
£>dl c5 13 c3 f6 14 f4. 

10 g4! 

The answer is: Yes, g4! is a real 
threat. 

10.. .H14+ 11 ie2 



Welcome to a typical Veresov posi¬ 
tion! The situation looks irrational and 
possibly very dangerous for White, but 
Khachian shows deep understanding of 


his lines and demonstrates that the 
position is clearly in White’s favour, if 
not winning. 

11.. .cxd412 tfxd4 f6 

He can’t extricate the knight with 

12.. .g6?? 13 4ib5! (hitting c7, and also 
covering White’s queen on d4) 13...0-0 
14 gxh5. 

13 Wfzi 



The power of preparation. What 
first looked like a dangerous black at¬ 
tack is now an arrow shot with the 
strength of a child. Black would have 
decent compensation if he could keep 
the queens on the board. Unfortu¬ 
nately for him, they come off and he 
just doesn’t have enough against accu¬ 
rate defence. 

13.. .1 f xf2+14 ^xf2 fxe5 15 gxh5 0-016 
< 4 > g2 £>f6?! 

I6...flf5 puts up more resistance, 
but still fails to 17 i.d3 Sxh5 18 i,g6 
fih4 19 Shel b6 20 £tf2 ±b7 21 <£\d3 e4 
22 4^3! (certainly not 22 fxe4?? Sg4+) 

22.. .£sf8 23 £se5 ®xg6 24 £sxg6 Sh5 25 
h4! 4h7 26 4if4 fle5 27 fxe4 dxe4 28 
Sadi and White wins without trouble. 
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17 Bel e 4 18 fxe4 d4 19 £}dl e5 

19...4}xh5 20 J.e2 21 e5 is also 
quite joyless for Black. 

20 ±e2 ±e6 21 ^df2 Iac8 22 Bel Ml 
23 Ihfl <£ixh5 24 Jbch5 J.xh5 25 £>d3 
Bfe8 26 &gl! 

Preparing to hit the e 5 -pawn a sec¬ 
ond time with 4if3 and also denying 
Black even a trace of counterplay like in 
the line 26 fif5? Jtg6 27 flxe5 Sxe5 28 
^xe5 ±xe4+ 29 igB J.xc2 when Black 
is still busted but at least has some 
hope. 



26...Sc7 27 £tf3 Bec8 

Passive defence with 27...Sce7 28 c3 
Ag6 29 Sfel doesn’t improve matters. 


28 Sf 2 JLg6 29 Se 2 Ml 30 a3 

The e5-pawn is not running away. 

30...1.C4 31 5 fxe5 Ab5 32 Hd2 Be8 33 
lei Sce7 34 5jf3 Sxe4 35 Sxe4 Sxe4 
36 &f2! 1-0 

Summary 

White has a wealth of good moves in 
this line on move nine, including 9 
%Sh3\. 


Came 4 

M.Khachian-T.Abrahamyan 

Los Angeles 2010 

1 d4 £>f6 2 <£ic 3 d5 3 J.g5 £>bd7 4 f3 
h6!? 

Tossing in this move and chasing 
the bishop from g5 actually may help 
White over the normal lines. 



5&h4 

Alternatively 5 M4 c6 6 e4 Wb6 and 
now: 

a) White obtains a clear advantage 
after 7 e5! £)h5 8 Acl g6 9 f4 thanks to 
his huge space advantage, while every 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


developed black piece looks misplaced. 

b) However, Jimmy Lakdawala, 
unlike his timid older brother, rarely 
backed down from semi-sound sacs, so 
J.Lakdawala-LShamkovich, US Open 
1987, continued 7 ^2?! dxe4l? (if 
Black is going to allow White a Black- 
mar-Diemer Gambit then his queen is 
misplaced on b6; 7~.'i r xb2 looks quite 
reasonable since the position remains 
closed for the time being, and the onus 
is on White to prove he has enough 
compensation for the pawn) 8 0-0-0 
e3l? (chickening out! I would still ac¬ 
cept with 8...exf3) 9 Jb<e3 #a5 10 jLc4 
£>b6 ll Ab3 £sfd5 12 4ixd5 #xd2+ 13 
il,xd2 cxds with an equal ending. 



5.. .C6 

The lines involving 4-.c6 and 5...c6 
are clearly the biggest headache for 
White in the 4 f3 Veresov. 

6 *^ 2 !? 

A move like this may transpose to 4 
#d2 lines. 

6 e4 is also fine here as long as 
White is willing to sac the b2-pawn: 

6.. .dxe4 7 fxe4 (7 Ac4i? is a Blackmar- 


Diemer Gambit) 7...'@ r b6!? (7...e5?l 

doesn’t make as much sense when the 
white bishop has been chased away 
from g5) 8 dxe5 ‘Sixes (the problem is 
that Black doesn’t have the normal 
..Ma,S in this line since there is no 
hanging bishop on g5) 8 J,c4 1 S r xb2 9 
£>ge2 #b4 10 #d3 Sib6 11 J.b3 g5 12 
Ag3 was G.Portisch-M.Hell, St Ingbert 
1997, when White had great compen¬ 
sation for the pawn: 

1. A development lead; 

2. Control over the centre; 

3. The open b- and f-files for his 
Tooks; and 

4- Black’s ...g5l? makes it easier for 
White to prise open the kingside. 

6.. .e5 7 e3 

Very flexible. White doesn’t have to 
achieve e4 in every single Veresov. 

7.. .exd4 8 exd4 



We reach an opposite-wing attack¬ 
ing version of an Exchange line of the 
French Defence. Let’s assess: 

1. Black weakened her king’s cover 
with ...h6; 

2. White may take advantage of this 
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The Veresov: 3-..^bd7 4f3l? 


with a quick g4-g5, opening lines 
quickly against Black’s king; 

3. White’s bishop on h4 is in the way 
of the h-pawn and slows his attack; 

4. White must also be on the look¬ 
out for tactics based on the loose 
bishop with ...<S^e4 tricks; and 

5. White’s king doesn’t exactly have 
a safe haven on the queenside and 
Black’s attack develops quickly there 
too. 

Conclusion: the chances are dy¬ 
namically balanced. 

8.. Jle7 9 0-0-0 0-0 

Accepting the challenge. Another 
plan is to be uncooperative and try to 
castle queenside with 9...£sf8!?. The 
obvious trouble with this plan is that it 
is slow. 

10 g4 b5 

Both sides go after each other with 
great abandon! 

11 £>h3!? 

He wants to achieve g5 as quickly as 
possible. Another plan would be to 
clear the way for his h-pawn and con¬ 
trol b8 with 11 jtg3 £ib6 12 h4 4ic4. 
Now White can choose between: 

a) 13 Wf2 Wa5 14 Axc4 dxc4 15 g5 
4*d5 16 £ixd5 cxd5 17 ‘i’bl h5 and the 
player with the superior attacking skills 
will probably win this one. 

b) 13 jb<c4 bxc4 14 g5 ‘SihS 15 Jk,e5 
f6 16 gxf6 Jlxf6 17 4ige2 with mutual 
chances. 

11.. .£ib6 12 Igl b4 13 £>bl 

13 4ie2!? leads to a mess after 

13.. .6.4 14 ®d3 a5 15 g5 hxg5 16 


±xg5 a4 17 i.h6 &g4! 18 I.xg7 '4>xg7 
19 fxg4 a3 20 b3 £sb2 21 Wd 2 £\xdl 22 
<4>xdl. For the exchange White gets a 
pawn, the safer king and attacking 
ideas like 4ief4 and <Sih5+, although I’m 
not sure if this fully compensates him 
for his material and weakness on the 
dark squares. 

13...£)C4 14 Well 

Walking into a combination which 
gives up the queen for activity and suf¬ 
ficient material. Other moves fall short: 

a) 14 i.xc4?! dxc4 15 Jlxf6 JLxf6 16 
#xb4 ^.xd4 17 flgel c5 18 Wxc4 Ae6 
when Black seizes the initiative and 
may even soon regain her missing 
pawn. 

b) 14 Vf 2 ?! 5e8 15 g 5 £sh 7 16 f 4 
Axh3 17 J.xh3 hxg5 18 fxg5 itxg5+ 19 
±xg5 4ixg5 and Black remains up a 
pawn with some initiative, while White 
does not have enough time to organize 
an attack down the g-file. 

14—Se8 15 4id2 b3l 



16 axb3 Ab4 17 Wxe8+! Wxe8 18 bxc4 
We7 

Alternatively 18. ..We3 and: 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 

a) 19 Ml\ Axd2+ 20 Sxd2 Wxf3 21 
Id3 #64 22 Se3 Wi7 (22...1 f g6 23 £)f4 
WgS 24 4ih3 is a draw by repetition) 23 
Ad3 £>e4 24 Ag3! and White achieves 
counterplay based on the sorry position 
of Black’s queen, which is sinking in 
quicksand on h7. 

b) 19 Axf6?! (tempting, but White 
must keep some control oveT the dark 
squares; the damage inflicted to Black’s 
structure is insufficient reason to take 
the knight) 19..gxf6 20 f4 #xd4 21 cxd5 
cxd5 22 <£}b3 Wb6 and Black soon organ¬ 
izes an attack based on ...a5 and ...a4. 



19 0511^7 20 £lf2! 

The knight scurries to defend b2. 
Notice how White avoids Axf6?!, which 
weakens the dark squares. 

20...Aa5 21 £>d3 &.C7 22 Ag3 Axg3 23 
hxg3 a5 24 c3 £ie8 25 &C 2 h)c 7 26 Sal 
a4 27 Ae2 £>b5 28 Bgel a3 29 b3 f5? 

Abrahamyan will come to regret 
this rash move which gives up control 
over e5. Black is under the false im¬ 
pression that she is winning, when in 
reality the situation remains unclear... 
until now! 


30 £se5 fxg4 31 fxg4 Ae6 32 Ad3 3e8 
33 Se3 2a8 34 g5! 



Black’s attack is at a dead end, while 
White’s is just beginning. 

34.. .h5 

34-hxg5?! 35 ^df3 feeds White’s 
attack. 

35 ^g6 He8?! 

A self-pin. Black had to try 35-Ag4. 

36 lael Wd7 37 £tf4 

Black can’t survive after 37 g4! h4 
38 £sxh4 Af7 39 Sxe8+ Axe8 40 

37.. .Af7!? 

Sac’ing a piece in an attempt at 
counterplay. It is also unlikely Black can 
hold things together in the line 

37.. .£ic 7 38 Ue5 Ag4 39 Hxe8+ £sxe8 

40 £sg6<SA7 41 <Sie5. 

38 g6 Sxe3 39 gxf7+ Wxf7 40 Sxe3 a 2 

41 Bel g5 42 <£\g6 

Although White has the advantage, 
his position is very difficult to play. He 
must worry about tricks with Black’s 
advanced a-pawn, the fact that he has 
multiple pawn targets for Black’s 
queen and perpetual checks. 

42.. .1.2 43 Be8+ Ag7 44 fla8 h4 45 
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The Veresov: 3...Zhbd7 4 f3i? 


gxh4 gxh4 46 4^xh4! 

Offering a knight for the dangerous 
passer is a bargain. 

46...1 r xh4 47 Sxa 2 £>c7? 

Passive defence loses. Perhaps an¬ 
other piece sac was in order to attempt 
to expose White’s king to perpetual 
check threats with 47...£ixd4+! 48 cxd4 
Wxd4 49 Ba5 #b4 50 Ba7+ ^6 51 Sa4 
WXC5+ 52 Bc4! 11)6 53 Sf 4 + <4>e7 and 
conversion will not be an easy task for 
White. 

48 Sa7 Wh2 49 Sb7! 



There is no defence to 50 Bb6 when 
c6 and then d5 will fall. Black’s position 
is a decaying old house on the verge of 
collapse. 

49-*f7 50 Hb6 

White begins to pluck pawns. 

50...^e6 51 Hxc 6 <£sf4 52 Ml £>e6 53 
fid6 &g5 

Threatening ...£se4. 

54 4>dl! *f2 

54 - 1 i r hl doesn’t cover the pawn 
since White can take it anyway with 55 
Sxd5l exploiting the pin on the a2-g8 
diagonal. 


55 Sxd5 4^e4 56 ftxe4 #xfl+ 



A strange situation, indeed, when 
the lioness faces a hungry pack of Hye¬ 
nas and is overwhelmed by sheer num¬ 
bers. 

57 ^2 #g 2 + 58 4>e3 1igl+ 59 ^f4 
Wh2+ 1-0 

Possibly Black lost on time. If she re¬ 
signed, it was probably premature 
since White must observe vigilance not 
to walk into perpetual checks. 

Summary 

When Black plays a quick ...e5 you have 
an option to respond with e3, turning 
the game into a super-sharp, opposite- 
wings attack version of an Exchange 
French. 


Game 5 

H.Nakamura-J.Becerra Rivero 

US Online League 2009 

1 d4 d5 2 £sc 3 £tf6 3 J.g5 £)bd7 4 f3 e6 

This is quite common, but again I’m 
convinced it’s just an inferior French 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


for Black, who must now deal with a 
misplaced knight on d7 instead of the 
normal c6-square. 



5 e4 l.e7 

Alternatively: 

a) 5-.dxe4 6 fxe4 h6 7 Ah4 Ab4 8 e5 
g5 9 ±f2 £ie4 10 Wd3 ^xf2 11 <4^2 
also favours White, who is in a position 
to exploit Black’s ragged pawn struc¬ 
ture and the e4-square. 

b) 5-h6 6 ±f4l? MJdA 7 e5 J.XC3+ 8 
bxc3 <S}g8 9 c4 <2}e7 10 #d2 and White’s 
bishop pair and space give him a clear 
advantage, R.Saptarshi-E.Haak, Vlissin- 
gen 2006. 

6 e5 £ig8 7 i.e3 

Following the principle which 
states: avoid exchanges when your op¬ 
ponent is cramped. 

7 Jtxe7 £ixe7 8 f4 also looks promis¬ 
ing for White, who has space and the 
good bishop. 

7...a6?! 

He should hit the centre immedi¬ 
ately, before White can back up the d4 
point with a pawn: 7...C5! 8 f4 £}h6 9 
£>f3 £)f5 10 kf2 a6 11 i.d3 cxd4 12 


4^xd4 <Sjxd4 13 Axd4 £>c5 and Black 
was only slightly worse in J.Bathke- 
W.Vandrey, Hamburg 1997. 

8 <£sce2! 

Ensuring a large space advantage, 
since White backs up the d4 point with 
c3. 

8...b6 9 lfd 2 c5 I0c3a5! 

The dormant bishop comes to life 
on a6. 

ll a3 i.a6 12 h4! 

Offering a pawn to open the h-file. 



I can tell you from experience that 
Hikaru Nakamura is one of the most 
intimidating players I have ever faced. 
In our game at the 2005 US Champion¬ 
ship he had the disconcerting habit of 
staring at the sky instead of the board 
when it was his move! I found what I 
believed to be a long combination at 
one point in the game. I checked, re¬ 
checked and re-rechecked the line for 
45 minutes before plunging in. Naka¬ 
mura looked at the ceiling for about 
five minutes, made his move, and saw 
one ply further, upon which my posi¬ 
tion disintegrated and I promptly re- 
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ceived a sharp kick to the gluteal re¬ 
gion! 

12.. .JLf8?l 

No, thank you! But this is not the 
most efficient way to develop: 

a) 12...jLxh4+?! 13 g3 J.e7 14 £ih3 
cxd4 15 cxd4 Bc8 16 £ihf4 offers White 
huge compensation for the pawn. 
Black is handcuffed on the kingside 
and it isn’t clear how he completes de¬ 
velopment; 

b) 12...h5! stakes out much-needed 
kingside space and intends to develop 
with ...£}h6. 

13 h5! 

Now Black is denied ...h5 and 
White’s kingside territorial advantage 
takes on alarming proportions. 

13 .. .h 6 14 f4 £>e7 15 3 #c7 16 g4 a4 

Black has ideas of ...$3c6 and ...&a5, 

where the knight threatens to invade 
on c4 andb3. 

17 Ah3 £ic6 18 f5 ±e7 

I8...^a5?! 19 fxe6 fxe6 20 Well is a 
very efficient move which attacks the 
a4-pawn, evades Black’s threat to fork 
on b3 and threatens a check on g6. 

19 fxe6 fxe6 20 # 02 ! £\f8 

Protecting the a4-pawn is out of the 
question: 20...J.b5?? 21 #g6+ ^>f8 22 
4 *5M8 23 Wxe6! is crushing. 

21 fowl 

It feels a little stTange to criticize the 
normally-explosive Nakamura for over¬ 
caution! There is no reason to refrain 
from the pawn grab on a4. He should 
plunge in: 21 1 § f xa4! b5 22 #c2 b4 23 
cxb4 cxb4 24 4M4 bxa3 25 bxa3 Ac4 26 


The Veresov: 3... l hbd7 4 f3l? 

< 4’f2 with complications in White's fa¬ 
vour. 

21...#d7 22 >4*2 <^a5 23 £lg6 Bg8 24 
&g3 £sb3 25 Sael 0-0-0 

Seeking refuge for his king on the 
queenside where the extra space 
should protect him. The trouble is 
White continues to press on the king- 
side. 

26 £ld2 

White has a better line in 26 <£\xe7+! 
#xe7 27 g5! g6 28 < A’h2! and then: 

a) 28...gxh5? 29 gxh6 £sh7 30 Bhgl 
when White has multiple advantages: 
a surprisingly safe king, a powerful 
passed pawn on h6, the bishop pair 
and control over the kingside dark 
squares. 

b) 28...hxg5! 29 J.xg5 #f7 30 ±xd8 
#f4+ 31 4>gl gxh5+ 32 Ag2 i’xdS and 
Black has some but probably not 
enough play for the exchange. 



26...<£\xd2 27 Axd2 

Black gets dangerous chances 
against White’s king in the line 27 
£ixe7+!? #xe7 28 J,xd 2 #e 8 ! 29 J.e3 
g6 30 hxg6 <£)xg6 31 .&g2 £ie7. 
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27.. .£\xg6 28 ttxg6 4?b8 29 g5 ±c8 30 
Jkfl Sdf8 31 Ad3 c4!? 

Locking the queenside. 

32 Abl Wb5 33 Acl Axg5 

33.. .hxg5 34 Se2 regains the pawn. 

34 i.xg5 hxg5 

34.. .Wxb2?! looks like a fishy sac: 35 
iLe3 ®xc3 36 Wg4 #xa3 37 Ah7 Hh8 
38 Wxg7 b5 39 Sh2 b4 40 #e7l halting 
the avalanche whereupon White’s ex¬ 
tra piece should prevail. 

35 Se 2 *d 7 36 #xg5 #f7 37 #g4 
Let’s take stock of the position: 

1. Black is stuck with pawns on the 
same colour of his remaining bishop; 

2. Despite appearances, White's 
king is quite safe because Black has no 
entry points; and 

3. White has chances to apply pres¬ 
sure on g7, or play h6 at an appropriate 
time, giving him a superior ending. 

31.. Mel 38 Ah7 Sh8 39 Ag6 <*07 40 
lf2 flxf2 41 *xf2 Ad7 42 *e2 *d8 43 
Ifllf8 44lgl Ae8 45 *dl 

45 Axe8?l Wxe8 46 ®g5+ 4^8 47 
®g6 Wf7 48 Wxf7 Hxf7 49 fig 6 <&d7 50 
h6 gxh6 51 Sxh6 lg7 is drawn. 

45.. .Axg6 46 #xg6 Bf7 

46.. .Bf5 47 *c2 ®f7?? 48 l^xg? 
#xg7 49 Sxg7 Sxh5 50 Sb7 and White 
picks off both the b- and a-pawns. 

47 h6 

Nakamura dissolves Black’s weak¬ 
ness in an attempt to open lines to 
Black’s king. 

47.. .gxh6 48 Wxh6 &dl 49 *cl 

Intending to hide the king on a2. 
The difference in king safety is Black's 


main worry. 

49...Sh7 50 ®d2 #f7 51 *bl *f3 52 
4>a2 WeA 53 ttf2l 

Threatening «T8. 

53-.«f5! 



Excellent defence. Black should 
draw the rook ending. 

54fcf5l? 

White still has practical chances if 
he keeps queens on the board with 54 
Wg2 Wf7 55 Sfl «g7 56 #c2 b5, al¬ 
though even here it isn’t clear how he 
makes progress. 

54.. .exf5 55 Sg6 <S?e7?! 

SS-icT! 56 Bf6 flh5 and White 
can’t make progress: for example, 57 
Bd6 f4 58 Sxd5?? f3 and it is Black who 
promotes. 

56 Sxb6 fihl 57 Sf6 

White doesn’t have time for 57 2d6 
f4l when he can’t take the d5-pawn. 

57.. .5.l? 

Placing the rook in front of his 
passed pawn loses. The counterintui¬ 
tive lateral defence plan holds after 

57.. .flh5l. If White tries to make pro¬ 
gress with 58 i’bl fihl+ 59 4^2 fih2+ 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4f3!? 


60 <A>cl flhl+ 61 4>d2 Ih2+ 62 *e3 
then 62...Hxb2 63 fia6 2b 3 64 Sxa4 
lxc3+ 65 <&f4 Sd3 66 Sa7+ &e6 67 
Sa6+ with a draw. 



58 ld 6 ! f4 59 Sxd 5 ie6 

59.. .f3 60 Sd6 f2 61 2f6 *d7 62 d5 
fldl 63 flxf2 fixd5 64 Sf7+ 4>c6 65 Sa7 
fixes 66 Sxa4 wins too. White must 
simply be careful not to swap his fa- 
pawn for Black's c-pawn, which would 
lead to a theoretical draw. 

60 Hd6+ *f5 61 Hf6+ *g4 62 e6 lei 63 
d5 &g5 64 Sf7 le5 65 e7 1-0 

65.. .4^6 66 fixf4 is hopeless. 

Summary 

This was another example of Black 
landing in an inferior French due to the 
unfortunate placement of his d7- 
knight. 

Game 6 

M.Khachian-A.Donchenko 

Moscow 1995 

1 d 4 d 5 2 £}C3 4tf6 3 l,g5 4)bd7 4 f3 c5 


5 dxc5 

If you are the more bloodthirsty 
type, you can go for a reversed Albin 
Counter-Gambit with 5 e4 and then: 



a) 5-..dxe4 6 d5 exf3 7 £sxf3 g6 8 
fd2 J,g7 9 0-0-0 when White’s devel¬ 
opment lead and the cramping effect 
of the d5-pawn gave him reasonable 
compensation for his pawn in 
G.Mateuta-B.lstrate, BaileTusnad 1999. 

b) 5...cxd4 6 itxf6 exf6 7 Wxd4 Ac5 
8 #d2 0-0 (8...'B f b6? 9 £>a4 is a trick you 
need to be familiar with: 9...Ae3 10 
<£ixb6 J.xd2+ ll < A’xd2 <£sxb6 12 exd5 
£ixd5 and White’s healthy queenside 
pawn majority gives him a nagging 
edge in the endgame) 9 4cixd5 was 
R.Saptarshi-V.Goswami, Hyderabad 
2006, when Black had compensation 
for the pawn with: 

1. The bishop pair; 

2. A lead in development; 

3. Control over the dark squares; 

4. The open c-file for his attack. 

5...e6 6 b4 

He is not going to make it easy for 
Black to recapture the lost pawn. 
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6...JLe7 7 Sbl a5 8 a3 b6! 



Logical. Black challenges the white 
pawns while he leads in development. 

9 c6 10 b5 Axa3 

Let’s assess: 

1. Black has regained his pawn; 

2. White establishes a powerful and 
cramping passed pawn on c6; 

3. Black gets good counterplay on 
the dark squares; and 

4. Black controls the greater share of 
the centre. 

Overall, the position looks interest¬ 
ing but hard to assess. 



11 e4l? Ab4 12 Ad 2 dxe413 £ia4! 

A strong pawn sac. He blockades 


Black’s passed a-pawn and also applies 
pressure to b 6 . White's king doesn’t 
look so healthy in the line 13 fxe4?l 0-0 
14 £>fg4 15 h3 £lxf3+ 16 Wxf3 £>e5 

17 ®g3fd4i8 Sdl f5l- 

13.. .£>d5 14 c3 Ad 6 15 f4! 

The careless 15 fxe4?? loses in¬ 
stantly to 15...'® r h4+. 

15.. .^g 6 16 g3 e3l? 

16 ... 0-0 17 c4 £sb4 18 jLe3 e5l 19 f5 
Axf5 20 <£\xb6 Sb8 21 c5 and White’s 
queenside pawns look rather scary. 

17 Ad ^igxf4! 18 c4! 

Also, 18 £tf3! ^h5 19 Ag2 gives 
White full compensation for his miss¬ 
ing two pawns. 

18.. Mf6 19 £>f3 

19 gxf4l? leads to total chaos after 

19.. .1.I4+ 20 4>e2 e5! 21 Axe3 Ag4+ 22 
£>f3 e4 23 Wxd5 Axf3+ 24 *d 2 Hd8 25 
<4>c2 Axf4 26 c7! Sxd5 27 c8W+ Id8 28 
Wc6+ < 4>e7 29 Axb6 Axhl 30 Ac5+ 
when Rybka helpfully claims the game 
is dead even in this totally irrational 
position. 

19 .«e 2 ? 

Losing his sense of direction in the 
storm. Black should go in for 19...Ab4+! 
20 Bxb4 £ic3! 21 Wc 2 axb4 22 £>xc3 
<£sg6 23 £>e4 Wxf3 24 Ag 2 ®i5 25 
Axe3 Bal+ 26 *f2 Ixhl 27 Axhl 
Wxh2+ 28 Ag2 0-0 and once again the 
position is very difficult to assess as 
White picks off b6 with three passed 
pawns close to touchdown, while Black 
goes after White’s king, possibly with 
plans like ...£ie5 and ...£>g4, or ...f5, ...e5 
and ...f4. 
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The Veresov: 3...&)bd7 4 f3!? 


20 Axe2 <£ixe2 21 *xe2! 



Black has trouble due to the pile-up 
of pieces on the d-file. 

21 ... 0 - 0 ! 

He doesn’t get enough compensa¬ 
tion for the piece after this, but it is a 
superior practical choice over the un¬ 
pleasant ending arising from 21...'§ r f5 
22 #'d3 Wxd3+ 23 4^3 £ib4+ 24 4^3 
<£)a2+ 25 <4d2 Hb8 26 Ab2 0-0 27 JLd4 
Ac7 28 c5 when Black’s chances look 
slim. 

22 cxd5 exd5 23 4>f2 i.g4 24 fib3 fife8 
25 h3 

Or 25 Jte3 fie6 26 J.xb6 fiae8 27 
flfl ilh3 28 4>gl l,xfl 29 I'xfl when 
White’s position stabilized and his two 
queenside passers should carry the day. 

25.. .1.f5 26 Jlf4?! 

26 fie3l ile4 27 4M)6 wins. 

26.. .fie4 27 £sc3?! 

A second inaccuracy. Best is 27 fle3l 
jk,xf4 28 gxf4 Sxf4. 

27.. .Jlc5+ 28 4g2 a4 29 £>xd5 #e6 30 
flb2a3? 

Missing an opportunity to crawl 
back into the game with 30...fid8! 31 c7 


Sxd5 32 c8W+ Wxc8 33 #xd5 ®e8 34 
Wdl a3 35 fid2 ®xb5 and the situation 
is not so clear, despite White’s extra 
rook for only three pawns. Black’s 
passed pawns and bishop pair give him 
reasonable chances in the ensuing 
fight. 

31 fid2 a2 32 £\c 7! al# 33 fid8+? 



Please don’t adjust your TV screen! 
The diagram is correct and there are 
queens everywhere. However, White 
should forgo the check and take imme¬ 
diately on e6: 33 ^xe6! #xdl 34 Hhxdl 
fixe6 35 fid8+ fie8 36 c7 Ae7 37 Hxe8+ 
fixe8 38 jte3 is hopeless for Black. 

33...±f8 34 ^xe6 fia2+? 

The final error. Black is still in trou¬ 
ble, but kicking after 34...'S r a2+! 35 fid2 
Wxe6 36 £\g5 ®c4 37 £\xe4 Axe4+ 38 
4>h2 g5l 39 &e3l Axhl 40 #xhl. 
35 < £)d2!Sxd2+ 

The alternatives are also hopeless as 
can easily be seen. 

a) 35- 1 i l 'xdl?? 36 flxf8 mate. 

b) 35-.fixe6 36 Wxal fixal 37 Hxal. 

36 #xd2 ®xhl+ 37 4xhl fixe6 38 
fixf8+ 1-0 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Summary 

This is the Veresov at its chaotic best. 
Even Rybka became disoriented analys¬ 
ing this one and requested a cold com¬ 
press for a headache! 

Game 7 

T.Nabaty-K.Lerner 

Elkana 2007 

1 d4 2 £sc 3 d5 3 J.g5 £ibd7 4 f3 c5 
5 dxc5 e6 6 b4 



A move which warms the greedy 
hearts of all Slav players. We Slavazoids 
love to gobble the opponent’s c-pawn 
and then protect the extra pawn with a 
timely push of the b-pawn. 

An alternative is to fight back in the 
centre with 6 e4 Wa5 7 i.b5 dxe4 8 
@d2 ±xcS 9 Axf6 gxf6 10 0-0-0 when 
the game ended abruptly after Black’s 
next move: 10...<4>e7?? (10...0-0 11 V 4 ! 
4ie 5 12 #xf6 <?3g6 13 fxe4 Jte7 and 
despite the damaged pawns on the 
kingside, Black looks fine due to the 
usual dark-square influence) 11 ®d5+ 


1-0 E.Hasanova-T.FodoT, Budapest 
2005. 

6.. .6e7 

Black is in no rush to regain the lost 
pawn and calmly completes his devel¬ 
opment. 

7 e4 0-0 8 ilb5 a5 9 a3 axb4 10 axb4 
Ixal 11 Wxal dxe4 12 fxe4 £sxe4! 13 
£>xe4 

Avoiding 13 itxe7? Wxe7 14 £sxe4 
Wh4+ 15 ^fl ®xe4. 

13.. .Axg5 14 £sf3 15 0-0 



I prefer White for four reasons: 

1 White’s advanced queenside 
pawns cramp Black; 

2. White’s queenside majority looks 
faster than Black’s kingside pawn ma¬ 
jority; 

3. White leads in development; and 
4 White’s centralized knights are ac¬ 
tive and stand their ground against 
Black’s bishop pair. 

15.. .®f6 16 £\xf6+ 

16 £if2!? is an idea, since d5 is not a 
secure spot for Black’s knight. 

16.. .±xf6 17 #dl?! 

After this inaccuracy, Black should 
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The Veresov: 3...Zhbd7 4 f3!? 


hold the draw. Correct was 17 #cl! 
1x3 18 fidl #c7 19 Wa3 lf 6 20 c4 e5 
21 WeS and White relies on his faster 
pawn majority for an edge. 



17.. .1C3! 18 «xd8 lxd8 19 flbl if6? 
Missing an opportunity to roll his 

majority forward with 19 .,.e 5 ! 20 ic 4 
(or 20 2b3 lal 21 2a3 lb 2 22 2b3 
lal with a draw by repetition) 20 ... 1 f 5 
21 Sb3 ld4+ 22 ?hxd4 Bxd4 23 Sc3 
if 8 24 b5 ie7. 

20 <4>f2 g5 21 ie2 if8 22 ®d2 le5 23 
£>f3 lf6 24 £>d2 le5 25 h3!? 

White is not satisfied with a draw 
by repetition against his higher-rated 
opponent. 

25„.<4 , e7 26 £)c4 !c7 27 Sal e5?! 

Weakening d5. White has the 
slightly better chances after the more 
accurate 27-f5 28 2a7 lb8 29 Sa8 
lc7 30 c6!? bxc6 31 lxc6 2d4! 32 &e3 
ld7 33 lxd7 flxd7 34 b 5 because his 
passers look more formidable than 
Black’s on the other wing. 

28 £te3 e4 29 c4 le5 30 2a7 
Threatening c6. 

30.. .1f8 


Passive. I would have moved the 
king forward with 30... ( &f6. 

31 c6 



Creating two connected passed 
pawns. 

31.. .bxc6 32 !xc6 !e6 

An unfortunate necessity since 

32.. .f5? is met by 33 £lxf5! Ixf5 34 Ia5 
lxh3 35 Sxe5 lxg 2 36 Sxg5 lf3+ 37 
4>e3 fid3+ 38 if4 Sb3 39 b5 when 
Black is busted, as the e-pawn is a 
goner and White has much the better 
king position. Moreover, White’s 
queenside passers move much faster 
than Black’s pip-squeak of an h-pawn. 
33 lxe4 fid4 34 ld3 h5 35 Ba5 lf4 36 
£)f5 Ed8 37 g4! 

Nullifying Black's 3-versus-2 pawn 
majority. In essence White is up two 
clean pawns. 

37—hxg4 38 hxg4 Sb8 39 Sa4 ld7 40 
b5 Se8+ 41 if3 lxf5 

Black’s best shot at saving the game 
is opposite-coloured bishops. 

42 Ixf 5 fie3+ 43 'if 2 Sb3 44 ie 2 le3 
45 lc2 Sc3 46 ld3 ld4 47 la6 ie7 
48 2c6! 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Black can't stop both the c5 and b5 
pawn advances. 

48.. .fib3 

48,.. < 4’d7? 49 i-f5+ 4e7 50 b6 is just 
a waste of time for Black. 

49 c5 flc3 50 b6! fixes 51 b7 Se5+ 52 
4d2 ±e3+ 53 4c2 &a7 54 fia6? 

This innocent-looking move throws 
away a hard-earned victory, which was 
there after 54 fic8! 4d6 55 Ba8 4c7 56 
fixa7 4b8 57 Ba6 4xb7 58 Bf6. 

54 .. .Ab 8 55 Sa8 Sc5+ 56 4bl 

56 4dl fid5! 57 4e2 Sd8! 58 I,f5 
4d6 59 ic8 4c7 and Black should hold 
the draw. 

56„.fid5!! 



57 Sxb8 

The only real try for a win lies in 57 
4c2 fld8 58 i.e4. 

57.. .fixd3 58 Be8+ 4xe8 59 b8l f + 

White gets a queen but not the win. 

Black creates an impregnable fortress. 

59 .. .fid 8 60 We5+ 4f8 61 Wc5+ 4e8 62 
We5+ 4f8 63 #c5+ 4e8 64 1^5+ 4f8 
65 WxgS He8! 66 4c2 Se6! 

Lazarus rises! Despite Rybka's opti¬ 
mistic assessment of +4-48 for White, 


the position is a dead draw. The white 
king can’t break through the barrier of 
the third Tank. 



67 4d3 Sg6 68 #f5 4g8 69 4e4 4g7 
70 #e5+ 4g8 71 4f5 4h7 72 We8 4g7 

73 g5 Se6 

Black is happy to go into a drawn 
king and pawn ending should White 
get dramatic and sac his queen for rook 
and pawn. 

74 Wd7 Sg6 75 4g4 fie6 76 1^4+ 4g8 
77 4f5 Bg6 V 2 -V 2 

Summary 

This game is a good example of how to 
push forward the queenside super¬ 
pawn majority. 

Came 8 

K.Akshayraj-D.Swiercz 

Gaziantep 2008 

1 d4 £sf6 2 <£\c3 ds 3 ±g5 4ibd7 4 f3 c5 
5 dxc5 ®a5 

Black avoids 5. .e6 6 b4 and ensures 
the recapture of the lost pawn. 
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The Veresov: 3...^hbd7 4 f3!? 



6#d2 

6 ilxf6?! wins a pawn, but is not 
recommended since White gives up all 
control over the dark squares and has 
thrown in the weakening f3 to boot. 
Black also has a substantial lead in de¬ 
velopment, as was graphically high¬ 
lighted by 6...£ixf6 7 e5! 8 #xe5+ 

•4,e6 9 e4 0 - 0-0 10 c6 J,d6 11 ®d4 dxe4 
12 Wa4 Wg5 13 Aa6 ±cS 14 £ldl #xg2 
15 J.xb7+ &b 8 16 Aa 8 Sxdl+! and 0-1 
in N.Dobrev-D.Howell, Marseille 2006. 

6...e6 7 e4 



7...Axc5 

Black is prepared to sac his d-pawn 
later for the bishop pair. After the 


7...dxe4 8 &b5! 'txd2+ 9 1.xd2 lb8 of 
C.Scholz-H.Emunds, Senden 2001, the 
cramping effect of the c5-pawn gives 
White an edge with 10 b4l a6 11 £>c3. 

8 exd5 exd5 9 ^ge 2 0-0 10 0 - 0-0 d 4 ! 11 
l.xf6 4}xf6 12 <Sixd4 



12.. .!b6 

Other options are: 

a) 12...fid8?! 13 ®b3! Hxd2 14 ^xa5 
fixdl+ 15 £}xdl and it’s doubtful that 
Black has full compensation for the 
pawn, despite his bishop pair and de¬ 
velopment lead in the ending. 

b) 12...1b4 13 £}b3 Wc7 14 '#d4 
lxc3 15 ®xc3 #xc3 16 bxc3 l.e6 17 
£id4l? (17 c4! hangs on to the extra 
pawn and may give White a slight pull) 

17.. .1xa2 18 c4 Sac8 19 £if5 Sc5 20 
4M6 Sd8?! 21 £\xb7 fixdl+ 22 <i>xdl 
flc7 23 £la5 Hc 5 24 £ib3 l.xb3 25 cxb3 
Sa5 26 < 4>d2 Sal 27 g3! and White 
managed to convert the extra pawn in 
A.AllahveTdiev-N.Umudova, Baku 2006. 
13 £ib3 

13 #f4! ±c7 14 fTU AeS 15 4>bl 
fid 8 16 Ac 4 holds on to the extra 
pawn. 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


lB-WhS 14 Ac 4 #h4 15 £sd4l? 

Very brave, but Black can’t exploit 
the pin in any effective way. Still, such 
heroics are not necessary when the 
simple 15 g4! denies Black’s bishop the 
f5-square and prepares to roll forward 
on the kingside. 

I 5 . 2 d 8 16 £ke 2 #f 2 17 &bl h 6 

17.. Mxg2? 18 Shgl #xh2 19 
Bxg7+! 'A’xgy 20 Wg5+ &f8 21 Wxf6 
Wc7 22 J.b3 nets White a winning at¬ 
tack. 

18 #d3 Ae 6 ?! 

18.. .5d6 19 Shfl Wh4 (once again - 
as you may suspect - it is ridiculous to 
take the g2-pawn: 19...'S r xg2?? 20 Sgl 
Wxh2 21 #g6!) 20 #b3! escapes the pin 
through tactics. For example, 

20...1,xd4? 21 £ixd4 Sxd4?? 22 g3! 
Sxdl+ 23 Sxdl Hr3 24 2d8+ 4>h7 25 
±d3+ Ms 26 Sxa8. 

19 itxe6 fxe 6 20 Wc4 Jxd4 21 <§^xd4 



21...#xg2? 

There is a saying which goes: "When 
you are in a hole, stop digging!” 

Black succumbs to the temptation 
to equalize material and accepts the 


taboo pawn. Instead, 21...fid6! 22 £ixe6 
Bc6 23 Wb3 Hb6 24 Shfl! Wxq2 25 #04 
Sc6 26 Sgl »f2 27 Wb3 Sb6 28 Wd3! 
Sxe6 29 ®g6 Se7 30 #xf6 Sc7 leaves 
White up a pawn, but the full point is a 
long way away. 

22 Sdgl Wf 2 23 £ixe6 Hdc8 24 £sc7+ 
&h8 25 #f7! 



Black can resign after this move. 
White wins heavy material. 

25.. .£)h5 

25...SXC7 26 #XC7 Sg8 27 1^7 is 
also curtains for Black. 

26 4ixa8 Wxc2+ 27 &al Wc5 28 1 i r xb7 
g6 29 a3 £if4 30 Hd Wxd+ 31 Sxd 
Sxd+ 32 4a2 g5 33 <£>c7 lei 34 ®c6 
<Ste2 35 l f xh6+ &g8 36 WxgS+ *f7 37 
a4 a5 38 Wh5+ ^g7 39 £ie6+ *f6 40 
#h4+ 4*66 1-0 

Black resigns just in time before 
White takes all the pieces with #xel 
followed by 11x62! 

Summary 

5.. .#a5 regains the c-pawn and the 
game takes an Open Sicilian flavour 
after 6 #d2 and 7 e4. 
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The Veresov: 3-..^hbd7 4 f3l? 


Came 9 

T.Vogler-A.Balzar 

German League 1991 

1 d4 d5 2 4k3 £if6 3 J,g5 £ibd7 4 f3 c6 

A critical test of the 4 f3 Veresov. 



5 e4 dxe4 6 fxe4 e5 

Alternatives for Black are: 

a) 6...Wb6, although if you are on a 
pawn-grabbing adventure perhaps 
Morozevich is not the most suitable 
opponent to face when doing so! The 
game A.Morozevich-V.Lazarev, Alushta 
1993, continued 7 £lf3 e5l? 8 dxe5 £ig4 
9 Wd2 £}dxe5? (Black’s position is get¬ 
ting hard to navigate, and he goes 
astray; 9...£igxe5 is correct) 10 h3! 
< 5ixf3+ 11 gxf3 4ie5 12 0 - 0-0 and Black 
fell dangerously behind in develop¬ 
ment. 

However, I have never quite under¬ 
stood the psychology behind playing 
...Wbb and then not taking on b2. Here 
7...'i f xb2 forces the white bishop to re¬ 
treat after 8 jk,d2 ®a3 9 e5 £id5 10 
Sixds cxd5 11 Ad3, although for the 


pawn White has: 

1. A cramping space advantage; 

2. A big lead in development; 

3. Attacking chances down the open 
f-file; and 

4. Black has no safe spot for his king, 
because he faces the open b-file on the 
queenside. 

b) 6..Jfa5 7 e5 £se4 (7...&xe5?? 
drops a piece to 8 J.xf6) 8 ±d2! (GM 
Davies thinks this is White’s best line; 
also playable is 8 £tf3l? increasing the 
development lead) 8...^xd2 9 Wxd2 e6 
10 £\f3 ±b4 11 a3 c5 12 Ibl jS.xc 3 13 
bxc3 #xa3 14 J.d3 was I.Miladinovic- 
P.Charbonneau, Montreal 2002, when 
White had full compensation for the 
pawn thanks to his space advantage 
with the cramping pawn on e5 and 
lead in development. Again he also en¬ 
joys excellent attacking chances no 
matter which side Black castles due to 
the open a-, b- and f-files. 

7 dxe5 

An ambitious alternative is 7 £if3!?, 
as we’ll see later in the chapter. 



7...'ta5! 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Black gets buffeted around after 

7.. .£ixe5?! 8 Wxd8+ <&>xd8 9 0 - 0 - 0 + &e8 
10 £\f3 ®xf 3 ll gxf3 ±e6 12 f4 ±g4 13 
Sd3 2d8 when White had several ad¬ 
vantages in C.Lakdawala-’Dinochess’, 
Internet blitz 2010: 

1. A strong pawn centre; 

2. Black can't castle and has prob¬ 
lems with lines of communications 
with his h-rook; and 

3. White still leads in development. 
8!.xf6! 

Grabbing a pawn with 8 exf6?! is 
too risky: &..Mx g5 9 fxg7 Axg7 10 Wd2 
Wxd2+ 11 < ixd2 £ic5 and Black’s 
bishop pair, dark-square control and 
development lead gave him more than 
enough compensation for the pawn in 
L.Alburt-M.Tal, USSR Championship, 
Baku 1972. 

8.. .gxf6 9 e6! 

Loosening up the pawn front in 
front of Black’s king is much better 
than capturing on f6: 9 exf6? iia3! 10 
Wcl £)xf6 and White was fighting for 
survival in C.Brauer-M.Crosa Coll, Men¬ 
doza 2004- 
9—fxe6 10 Wg4l 

GM Davies gives this move a '?!’ in 
his book on the Veresov, but I believe it 
is White’s only move, and Tecommend 
this as your choice in this position. The 
more natural 10 Ac4? leads to imme¬ 
diate difficulties after 10...ila3! 11 Wbl 
4k5 12 ifl with a wretched position 
for White, A.Dries-H.De Jong, corre¬ 
spondence 1981. 

10.. .£ib6 



Resisting the temptation to post a 
knight on e5 at the cost of allowing a 
queen check on h5. 

11 0 - 0-0 

11 J.e2?! is toothless: ll..Jtd7 12 
Wh5+ Wxh5 13 itxh5+ &e7 and in 
T.Vogler-W.Ebert, Wiesbaden 1993, 
Black already stood better in the end¬ 
ing due to his bishop pair, dark-square 
control and centralized king. 

11.. Jk,d7 12 Wf4! 

White must fight foT e5. This may 
be an improvement over 12 Wh4 0-0-0! 
13 £if3 (13 Wxf6 Bg8 with ..Jtg7 to 
follow gives Black a lot of play for the 
pawn) 13...Ag7 14 ‘A’bl f5 when White 
must defend accurately. Good thing 
this was a correspondence game. Noth¬ 
ing like having Rybka and Fritz to do 
the heavy lifting! Indeed, after 15 Sd3 
c5 16 e5! (it is crucial to plug the al-h8 
long diagonal) l6...'S r b4 17 We7 4 Jc 4 18 
£idl Axes somehow White managed 
to hold the draw in F.Cottegnie- 
G.Feldmann, correspondence 2003. 

12 .. . 0 - 0-0 

After 12...Wg5!? 13 Wxg5 fxg5 14 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4 f3l? 


£rf3 Ae7 15 A.e2 White has a decent 
game, with plans like ^eS, or h 4 , or e 5 . 

13 i-d3 

If White tries 13 ®xf 6 ?! in an at¬ 
tempt to clear the e 5 -square, once 
again Black gets promising play for the 
pawn with 13...fig8 followed by ...i,g7. 

13-.flg8 14 4ige2?! 

Better is 14g3l. 

14.-A.e7?! 

He should continue to open the po¬ 
sition for his bishops with 14...Sxg2! 15 
i.g7 with an edge for Black. 

15 g3 h5 16 *bl ^a4?l 

I6...e5 takes control over d4 and f4: 
17 IT 16 ! Sh 8 18 #g 7 Sde 8 19 &cl and 
White has a few kingside pawn targets 
and the f 5 -square, while Black should 
try and whip up an attack on the 
queenside. 

17 <^xa4 Wxa418 e5l 



Forcing a slightly superior ending. 

I8... 1 i r xf4 19 4jxf4 fxe5 20 £)g6 Ac5?! 

Black can improve over the game 
continuation with 20 ...Ad 6 ! 21 Hhel 
e4! 22 i.xe4 4^7 and the e 6 -pawn is 
safer than in the game. 


21 £ixe5 A,e8? 

Now e6 falls. He should try 21...'4 > c7. 

22 Ac 4 fixdl+ 23 Sxdl Sf8 24 Axe6+ 
*C7 25 ^d7l? 

Black also should save the game in 
the lines: 

a) 25 l.d7 A.d6 26 A,xe8 Axe5! 27 
Jb<h 5 Bh8 28 g4 Axh 2 . 

b) White can try to avoid the oppo¬ 
site-coloured bishops with 25 ^id3 
A.d6, but even here Black’s bishop pair 
should save him. 

25.-i.xd7 26 Sxd7+ Ab6 27 i.f7 i.gl 
28 h3 Ah 2 29 g4 hxg4 30 hxg4 if4 31 
c3 Sh8 32 Sdl Ah 2 33 Ae6 flf 2 34 a3 
a5 35 a4 &c5 36 < 4>a2 b5 37 axb5 cxb5 
38 fid5+ 



38.. .<ib6?! 

Black holds the draw quite easily af¬ 
ter 38...'i > c6! (the threat is 39...A.C1) 39 
Sf5 i.e3. 

39 Ad7! b4 40 Sb5+ *c7 41 i.f5 A.cl?? 
Too fancy. The straightforward 

41.. .bxc3 42 fic5+ 4^6 43 flxc3 A.e5 44 
fib3 Acs holds the draw without any 
trouble. 

42 cxb4l 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Winning a second pawn. 

42.. .Axb2 

Realizing that 42...Sxb2+?? 43 4>al 
<&d6 44 flc5 drops a piece. 

43 bxa5 l,d4+ 44 *b3 Sf4 

If Black eliminates rooks with 

44.. .fib2+ 45 &c4 Sxb5 46 4>xb5 4>b8 
47 g5 &a7 48 g6 I.g7 49 Ad3 &c3 50 
*c6 <4>b8 51 <4d7 *a7 52 &e7 ^b8 53 
*f7 4 > a7 54 g7 ±xg7 55 &xg7 the 
trouble is White has the correct col¬ 
oured bishop and wins. 

45 flb4 ^d6 46 a6 Sf3+ 47 &c4 ±cS 48 
Hb3! Hf4+ 49 4>b5 J.f2 50 Hd3+ ^e5 
Or 50...*c7 51 fld7+ *b8 52 ±e6 
He4 53 fib7+ ^a8 54 Ads and wins. 

51 Ha3 ±a7 52 4x6 fib4 53 Ha5+ 4f4 
54lb5! 

Continuing to exploit the fact that 
Black cannot trade rooks. 

54.. .5.4 55 4b7 ±d4 56 ±d7 2a3 57 
2b4 4e5 58 Sxd4! 



The simplification sac clears the 
way for the passed a-pawn. 

58...4xd4 59 a7 Hb3+ 60 4c6 Ha3 61 
4b6 3fce5 62 jk.b5l 

Threatening a roadblock with ±a6. 


62.. .4d6 63 4b7 

Even better was 63 i.a6! Hb3+ 64 
4a5 Sa3+ 65 4b5 Hb3+ 66 < 4>a4. 

63.. .1b3 1-0 

Summary 

In my opinion 10 #g4! is one of the 
only lines for White which avoids 
reaching an inferior position. Although 
Black gets the bishop pair and dark- 
square control, White has a lead in de¬ 
velopment and attacking chances to 
keep the balance. 

Came 10 

F.Cottegnie-A.Scarani 

correspondence 2002 

1 4ic3 

This is an interesting way to reach 
the Veresov. 

1.. .d5 

If Black wants to dodge the Veresov 
then he should try l...e5 or l...c5. 

2 d4 £tf6 3 itg 5 £sbd7 4 f3 c6 

After 4...h6 5 Ah4 c6 6 e4, just as in 
London, TorTe and Trompowsky, I abso¬ 
lutely love it when opponents lash out 
with the ‘active’ ...h6 and ...g5, here 
with 6...g5?l. Black’s kingside pawns 
become a big bull’s eye target for 
White lateT on: 7 JLf2 dxe4 8 fxe4 4^b6 
9 £>f3 i.g7 10 Wd2 ie6 11 0-0-0 0-0 
(Black can’t try and castle queenside 
since ll...Wc7? is met by 12 Ag3) 12 h4 
disturbing the pawn front around 
Black’s king, F.Eid-P.Van Hoolandt, 
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The Veresov: 3-..^hbd7 4 f3l? 


Turin Olympiad 2006. 

5 e4 dxe4 6 fxe4 e5 7 dxe5 Was 8 i xf6 
gxf6 9 e6 fxe6 10 #g4 #g5l? 



A tricky idea suggested by Rybka. 

11 'BxgS 

You can also take on e6. 11 #xe6+ 
JLe7 and now there is only one good 
plan for White: 

a) 12 #f5! ®xf5 13 exf5 £ie5 14 
0-0-0 J.xf5 15 ^ge2 when Black's 
bishop pair compensates him for the 
slightly weakened structure. 

b) 12 £*f3? #e3+ 13 ±e 2 £>e5 14 
Wb3 £ixf3+ 15 gxf3 f5l 16 h4? i.xh4+! 
and White’s king is in big trouble. 

c) 12 ®c4? £se5 13 *62 Ag4 14 Wd2 
1 B , xd2+ 15 < 4>xd2 0-0-0+ and for the 
pawn, Black has too much for White to 
deal with: 

1. A massive development lead; 

2. An attack, despite queens being 
off the board; 

3. The bishop pair in a wide open 
position; and 

4. As always, dark-square control. 

Il...fxg5 12 J.e2 J.g7 13 h4! 

Activating the sleeping rook on hi 


and creating a target of Black’s h- 
pawn. 13 Jlh5+?! is just a waste of time 
and only helps Black after 13...‘4’e7. 

13.. .gxh4 

13 -h 6 14 hxg5 hxg5 15 Bxh8+ 
jtxh8 16 £if3 Af6 is equal. 

14 Sxh4 

After 14...1.XC3+ 15 bxc3 ^sc5 16 
<£>f3 Ig8 17 < 4’f2 J.d7 18 e5 0 - 0-0 19 
fidl i.e8 20 Sxd8+ <ixd8 21 Ad3 Ag6 
22 Axg6 hxg6 23 &e3 White’s strong 
piece activity and advanced king give 
him a micro-edge, despite his shattered 
queenside pawn structure. 

15 <£>f3 e5 

If he avoids plugging up the e5- 
square with a pawn with 15...£ig6 16 
Shi <£ie5 then after 17 0-0-0 £>xf3 18 
gxf3 h5 19 f4l Ah6?l 20 Sdfl Black be¬ 
gins to overextend. 

16 Sh5 £ig6 17 £sdl! 

Now f5 and c4 are possible destina¬ 
tions. 

17.. .£tf418 Sh2 £ixe2!? 

I’m not so sure this is a good deci¬ 
sion. 

19 < A > xe2 ite6 20 £ie3 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


The position is deceptive. Most 
players would take Black, but White’s 
knights more than hold their own 
against Black’s bishops in this unbal¬ 
anced ending because the pawn struc¬ 
ture is fixed on the kingside and centre. 
Also, White controls the f5-square, a 
nasty outpost for a knight. 

20.. .0-0-0 21 <£)g5 !,g8 22 g4! 

A knight on f5 will rule. 

22.. .1d7 23 Sahl h6 24 £>f3 l.h7 25 
£>f5 Se8 26 fidl?! 

White wants to swap a pair of rooks 
to lower the chances of a sudden black 
attack down the d-file. However, a bet¬ 
ter way to seal the d-file is 26 £iel! Aq6 
27 ®d 3 jLf8 28 ieS h5! 29 g5l keeping 
a grip on the position. 

26.. .5xdl 27 4xdl J,f8 28 &e2 >4>c7 29 
a3 Ag6 30 c3 Se6! 



A clever plan. Black finds counter¬ 
play by playing ...c5 and swinging the 
rook to either b6 or a6 to harass 
White’s queenside pawns. 

31 b4 c5! 32 &e3 Sa6 33 £>xe5 i.xf5 34 
gxf5 Sxa3 35 ^g6! Hxc3+ 36 if4 

Numbers don’t matter. All that 


counts is that White’s central pawns 
are faster than Black’s queenside 
pawns. 



36.. Jtg7 37 e5 Ic4+ 38 4?g3 

38 4 > e3! cxb4 39 f6 Sg4 40 £tf4 Jk.f8 

41 £te6+ wins even faster. 

38.. .cxb4 39 f6 fic6 40 £>e7! Sc3+ 41 
< 4 > g4 if8 

41...SC4+ 42 *f5 J.f8 43 -£sg6 1x5 
44 e6 wins. 

42 £id5+ ^d7 43 £ixc3 1-0 

After 43-bxc3, 44 4^5 secures e6 
when there is no stopping the pawns. 

Summary 

The ending after ll Wxg5 is dynami¬ 
cally balanced. White’s active pieces 
compensate for Black’s bishop pair. 

Came ll 

M.Yilmazyerli-R.Song 

Singapore 2007 

1 d4 £)f6 2 <Sk3 d5 3 lg5 £>bd7 4 f3 c6 
5 e4 dxe4 6 fxe4 e5 7 dxe5 Was 8 lxf6 
gxf6 9 e6 fxe6 10 Wg4 £«5 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4f3l? 



Black will not be denied the beauti¬ 
ful square for bis knight. The price is 
the temporary discomfort of his king. 

11 ®h5+ 4?d8 

Alternatively, ll..Ae7!? (intending 

12...®d3+) 12 ±e2 (or 12 'STi3 &g7 13 
J.d7 14 0-0-0 with a Sicilian-like 
position with mutual chances) 12...b6?l 
(the beginning of a bad plan; better 
was 12...Ad7 13 0-0-0 Hd8) 13 0-0-0 
Aa6?l 14 “ibl J,xe2 15 ^gxe2 (all 
Black has achieved with his plan is to 
aid White’s development, and weaken 
both c6 and e6) 15-..£sc4 16 #713! (gun¬ 
ning for e6) I6...tte5 17 Wd3! &d6 18 
4}d4 flc8 19 £>f3l Wc5 20 e5l fxe5 21 
£sg5 and White’s attack is decisive, 
C.Broeker-W.Eisenmann, correspon¬ 
dence 2000. 

12 0 - 0 - 0 + &C 7 13 #114 &e7 14 &bl 

±d7 15 fiad8? 

Allowing White an interference sac. 
Instead I5...flae8! 16 J,e2 looks dy¬ 
namically balanced. White has a lot of 
pawn targets (h7, f6 and e6), but Black 
has the bishop pair and dark-square 
control to compensate. Black looks like 


he holds all the positional trumps and 
his cup runneth over after his last 
move. What could possibly go wrong? 
16 £>b5+! 



A right hook which disconnects 
Black’s queen’s coverage of e5 to pull 
off a disrupting tactic. 

16.. .cxb5 17 ^xe5 i.c8 18 !xd8 lxd8 

If l8...Axd8? 19 <SM7 Sf8 20 £ixd8 
flxd8 21 J.d3 and Black will drop at 
least one pawn. 

19 i.d3 Se8 20 £ig4 

Or 20 1415! Hd8 21 ®xh7 Wb4 22 a3 
Wc5 23 £ig6 Id7 24 £ixe7 Hxe7 25 %6 
®e5 26 flfl f5 27 g3 when White has 
the initiative, the superior structure 
and an extra pawn. 

20.. .e5 21 £ixf6! 

Oh, I like it! Licking honey off a razor 
blade! Surprisingly there is no way for 
Black to exploit the pin due to knight 
checks on e8 and d5. 

21.. .1.e6! 22 b3! 

There is no good reason to allow 
complications with 22 4^xe8+?l ‘A’dS 23 
Wg3 Wxa2+ 24 A’cl Wal+ 25 < 4>d2 
#xhl 26 Axb5- 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


22...4 > b8? 

A blunder in a lost position. Of 
course, 22...1f8?? fails miserably to 23 
^d5+, but 22...Ab6 23 Wi6 Axf6 24 
Wxf6 #c3 was the only way to continue 
the game. 

23 ®h5! 



Kids rarely miss tactical tricks: e8 
and e5 are hit simultaneously. 

23.. .5.8 24^>d7+! 

Eliminating Black’s last chance, bis 
dark-squared bishop. 

24.. .±xd7 

24-. < 4 > c7? 25 ®xf8 l.xf8 26 WxeS+ 
&d7 27 Wxb5+ ends any attacking 
dreams Black may have bad. 

25 ®xe5+ ®c7 26 #xe7 Sc8 27 ®xh7 
Now White has two connected 
passed pawns on the g- and h-files. 

27.. .a5 28 %7 a4 29 h4 

The simple plan is to promote on h8 
while avoiding mate. 

29.. .®d6 30 h5 i.e6 31 h6! 

Ignoring Black’s threat. 

31.. .axb3 32 axb3 i.xb3 
General Custer's last stand! 

33h7®b4 34 11)2! 1-0 


Summary 

10...£\e5 plants the knight on its best 
square. The natural drawback is that it 
allows White the disrupting check on 
h5. 


Came 12 

D.Berges-A.Delorme 

Fouesnant 1999 

1 d4 d5 2 £>c3 £\f6 3 Ag5 £ibd7 4 f3 c6 
5 e4 dxe4 6 fxe4 e5 7 £tf3 



This is a radical option which may 
appeal to the true red-blooded Veresov 
player. Compare out line to the Fantasy 
Variation of the Caro-Kann: 1 e4 c6 2 
d4 d5 3 f3 dxe4 4 fxe4 e5 5 £sf3. Let’s 
see what White gets and what he must 
give up in the 7 £sf3 line of the Veresov: 

1. White allows damage to his pawn 
structure, isolating his e-pawn and 
creating a hole on e5. 

2. White often must sac his b-pawn 
to some form of ...Wb6 and ... 1 i r xb2. 

3. White gets the open f-file for his 
attack. This in conjunction with itc4 
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The Veresov: 3-..^bd7 4f3!? 


and a timely e5 could be deadly for 
Black, who could implode on f7. 

4 . White in general gets great piece 
activity, with a powerful bishop on c4, 
potentials of <£sd4 and £sf5, and play 
along the f-file, d-file or b-file if White 
has sac’ed his b-pawn. 

5. You will probably lose most end¬ 
ings if you get there without doing 
some damage to Black but as Tarrasch 
once said: "Before the endgame the 
gods have placed the middlegame!” 

7.. .'ia5 

Several of my students suggested 

7.. ~fi.d6 to fortify e5 and play the same 
strategy Black uses against the Fantasy 
line of the Caro-Kann: 8 #d2 (not 8 
dxe5?l 4jxe5 and Black already stood 
better, K.Nickl-H.Heimsoth, Dortmund 
1989) 8...h6 9 ±h4 We7 10 0-0-0 0-0 11 
J,e2 3Je8 (ll...bs? is well met by 12 ds! 
b4 13 dxc6! with a clear advantage to 
White) 12 Shfl and I like the look of 
White’s position: 

1. At some point we will play dxe5 
and £»d4, heading for f5; 

2. We have pressure down the f-file; 
3- At any point ...b5?l is conveniently 

met by d5l. 

8 Jtc4 

Worthy of consideration is 8 J.xf6 
£>xf6 9 £)xe5 £}xe4 10 W3 £id6 11 
0-0-0 f6 12 Sell 4^8 13 thc4 when 
White’s safer king is more meaningful 
than Black’s bishop pair, Lim Yee 
Weng-WJordan, Melbourne 2004- 

8.. .6.4 

Nobody yet has had the nerve to en¬ 


ter 8..Jk,a3l? 9 Ad2 ±xb2 10 <£ib5 ®36 

11 4id6+ 4e7 12 Hbl! 4>xd6 13 dxe5+ 
4c7 14 exf6 gxf6 15 c3! when I prefer 
White in the complications. 

9 0-0 exd4 

9-..Axc3?1 10 bxc3 Wxc3 11 We2 0-0 

12 fiadl offers White excellent com¬ 
pensation for the pawn. He has a big 
attack coming on the kingside. 

10 e5! 



In King’s Gambit style. There is no 
turning back ot hesitation now. Lines 
must be prised open quickly. 

10...dxc3 11 exf6 0-0 

Alternatively, ll...gxf6 12 flel+ iLe7 

13 ®e2 0-0 14 Wxe7 cxb2 15 Axf6! 
bxal® (I5...^>xf6? 16 Habl threatens 
#xf6 and Se5 among other things) 16 
Axal #c5+ 17 Wxc5 4}xc5 18 Ile5 <2ie6 
19 ±xe6 fxe6 20 Sg5+ 4f7 21 Sg7+ 
4e8 22 £ig5 and Black is up a full ex¬ 
change and a pawn in the endgame, 
but has to fight for the draw! 

12 fxg7 4xg7 13 fd4+ 4g8! 

Black gets toasted after 13-.f6? 14 
#g4l cxb2 15 Badl fxg5 16 &)xg5- 

14 Wh4 Se8?l 
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14...cxb2 15 fiadl &c3 16 ke7\ also 
wins for White. 

15 i.xf7+! 



Black’s king is now a small child 
abandoned in the dark forest. 
lS.-.'&’xf? 16 #xh7+ i’eB 17 Sadi! 

The first rule of a king-hunt is to 
avoid blindly chasing the opponent’s 
king. Instead, the key is to cut off es¬ 
cape routes. 

17...1.C5+ 18 *hl 1-0 

White threatens both 19 flfel+ and 
19 #g6+, obliterating Black. 

Summary 

The 7 £sf3 line can pay off big time if 
Black allows your piece activity to get 
out of control as it did in this game. 

Game 13 

N.Nestorovic-S.Pezelj 

Zlatibor 2007 

1 e 4 c 6 2 d 4 d 6 

Patience please, we will soon reach 
our position. 


3 £ic 3 £>f6 4 i.g5 £ibd7 5 f4 e5 6 fxe5 
dxe5 7 h6 



Wow, what a funky transposition 
into a VeTesov via the Pirc! 

The idea behind throwing in ...h6 is 
to chase the bishop to h4, denying 
White Jtd2 ideas. Black can also just 
play the immediate 7...exd4 8 i , xd4 
, i r b6 and now: 

a) 9 1 B r d2 l f xb2 10 Sbl tfa3 11 e5 
£)d5 12 <£ixd5 cxd5 13 J.b5 was Zhang 
Pengxiang-J.Benjamin, Cap d’Agde 
(rapid) 2000. White has excellent 
chances for his pawn(s), depending on 
how greedy Black gets. Benjamin, per¬ 
haps not liking his position, made a 
shaky piece sac with l3..Jk,c5?l. This 
really should not work, although one 
must also factor in the practical worth 
of such a sac. After 14 #xd5 0-0 15 
i.xd7 Axd7 16 ®xd7 «xa2 White went 
passive with 17 Wdl?! and allowed 
Black’s attack to flare up. I am skeptical 
about Black’s compensation after the 
superior 17 Wb5!. 

The problem with this line is 

9...itb4! (instead of Benjamin’s 
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9.. .'i r xb2) which was suggested by one 
of my students, Tom Nelson. Here 10 
Ad3 0-0 11 0 - 0-0 #a5 12 a3 Axc3 13 
Wxc3 ^xc3 14 bxc3 2e8 looks unappe¬ 
tizing for White. 

b) In view of this, perhaps White 
should play 9 0-0-0 instead of 9 Wd2, 
with similar play to the main game. 

8 Ah4 exd4 9 ®xd4 

I can’t find a single game with 9 
^xd4 in my databases, yet the move 
may be playable if White is bTave 
enough! Indeed, after 10 #d2 

ttxb2 11 Sbl Wa3 12 g6 13 e5! 
Wa5 14 exf6 #xf5 15 Ad3 We6+ 16 
£se4 Ac5 White has compensation for 
the pawn: 

1. Black can't castle; 

2. Black is behind in development; 
and 

3. The pawn on f6 has a choking ef¬ 
fect on Black. 

Overall, chances look approximately 
even. 

9.. /§'b6 



9....&C5 10 *d 2 We7 11 0-0-0 0-0 is 
an option for Black, who keeps his grip 


on e5, but has yet to solve the problem 
of the pin on the f6-knight. 

10 0 - 0 - 0 ! 

White’s activity sustains him even 
after queens come off the board. Back¬ 
ing down with 10 ®d2?l looks too pas¬ 
sive after 10...Ab4 11 0-0-0 0-0, 
C.Haller-G.Gal, BalatonbeTeny 1995- 

10.. .Wxd4 

White would be happy to be chased 
with 10...Ac5?! 11 ®c4 threatening 12 
e5. 

11 <£ixd4 g5?! 

Not a good idea. He weakens him¬ 
self along the f-file and gives up the f5- 
square. Black should play ll...Jt,b4 12 
^if5 0-0 13 ^d6 £se5 14 Ag3 when 
White’s superior activity compensates 
for his inferior pawn structure. 

12 Ag3 ?)C5 13 i'.e5 ®cd7 14 Ag3 £k5 
15 Sel 

I don’t see why the pawn needed 
protection. He should increase his lead 
in development with 15 .1x4!. 

15.. .£>h5 16 Af2 Ad7 17 e5 0-0-0 18 
Ac 4 Sh7 

AfteT 18...5M4 19 g3 ®fe6 20 4ixe6 
Axe6 21 Axe6+ fxe6 22 Hhfl White 
still has the edge due to the extra space 
provided by the e5-pawn. 

19 a3 

19 g3l leaves Black’s knight dan¬ 
gling on the periphery. 

19.. .a5 20 a4 <2^4 21 g3 <£sg6 22 e6 fxe6 
23 ^xe6 £)xe6 24 Axe6 Ad6 25 Axd7+ 
Shxd7? 

Black held things together from a 
slightly inferior position until his last 
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A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


move. The game would head for a draw 
after the correct 25... < A > xd7! covering e6. 

26 2e6! 



26.. .®e5 

Now a pawn falls by force. However, 

26.. .flg8 27 £ie4 &.e7 28 J.b6 2d5 29 
Sel leaves Black tied up. 

27 ±b6 2f8 28 Sel £if7 29 i.xa5 J.C7 
301.XC7 &xcl 31 a5 g4 32 £ia4 ®g5 33 
£sc5! 

Or 33 Sxh6 Sf2 34 ®b6 Sdd2 35 
'2bl! and the c2-pawn is untouchable 
due to Black’s insecure king position. 



33...Hdf7 

33...Hf5 34 ^xd7 ^xe 6 35 fixe 6 
‘4'xd7 36 Hxh 6 Sxa5 37 Sh7+ *08 38 


4 , d2 is also a bust for Black, who is a 
pawn down with an imprisoned king 
on the last rank. 

34 flxh6 b6 35 axb6+ V'. xb6 36 4id3 £lf3 
37 Se4 Sa8 38 b3 Sg7 39 <2b2 Sd8 40 
Sb4+ *c7 41 <£\c5 1-0 

Summary 

White’s initiative sustains you even 
into an ending in this line. 

Came 14 

K.Krug-C.Tiemann 

Dresden 2008 

1 d4 £if6 2 £\C3 d5 3 i.g5 ^bd7 4 f3 c6 
5 e4 dxe4 6 fxe4 e5 7 Sif3 ®b6 

Striking at White’s soft spots. Black 
simultaneously hits b2 and d4. 



8®d2 

It is thematic to sac your b-pawn for 
development and an open file in this 
line. You should avoid the gimmicky 8 
a3?! exd4 (White’s idea is found in the 
silly line 8...#xb2?? 9 ^3a4 when he 
wins material) 9 ?jxd4 J.c5 10 Ae3 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4 f3l? 


W/c7 and White has not made anything 
of his initiative, leaving Black closer to 
consolidating his structural edge, 
D.Berges-D.Primel, Sautron 2001. 

8.. .exd4 

After 8... 1 i r xb2? 9 ffbl #a3 10 dxe5 
<£sg4 11 hB! Black is in big trouble. 

9 £lxd4 Ab4 10 faf 5 0-0 

Black can also take the bait with 

10.. Axe4 when ll We2 <S^df6 12 4id6+! 
jk,xd6 13 Jlxf6 gxf6 14 £lxe4 #a5+ 15 
c3 i.e5 16 <Sjxf6+ <4>f8 17 1tf3 Af5 18 
JLe2 ±xf6 19 0-0 He8 20 jk,d3! Is sharp. 
11 itd3 Se8 12 0-0-0 <£>xe4!? 

A risky pawn grab when behind in 
development. Instead, 12...'#a5! 13 
flhfl <§3g4 (l3-^xe4? 14 Wf4! ®xc3? 

15 <£>h 6 +! *h 8 16 £ixf7+ ^g 8 17 1x4 
wins) 14 h3 <£}ge5 15 Wf4? (15 a3! I.xc3 

16 Wxc3 1 i r xc3 17 bxc3 and White’s ac¬ 
tivity again compensates for his 
wretched pawn structure) 15„.£ib6? 
(White doesn’t have enough if Black 
calls his bluff with 15...1xc3!) 16 ^xg7l 
and Black’s king cover was stripped in 
K.Krug-F.Bracker, Willingen 2006. 

13 l.xe4 Sxe414 Shel 



Black has fallen behind and his 
pieces remain dormant on the queen- 
side. 

14...&xel 15 Sxel 



15...£tf8? 

Alternatively, 15...f6 16 fie8+ and 
now: 

a) l6...Af7 17 #e2 £}e5 18 Wh5+ 
£}g6 19 2,xc8! Sxc8 20 ®xh7 Jbcc3 21 
bxc3 Wgl+ 22 <4>b2 #b6+ is drawn by 
perpetual check. 

b) I6...£tf8? 17 ±e3 ®a5 18 £id6 
wins. 

16 ^xg7! 



Delivering a left cross on g7! 

I6...1g4 
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The knight has immunity: 

16.. .‘i > xg7?? 17 J.h 6 + -i>h8 18 ®f4 WdS 

19 #xf7 fd4 20 J,g5! wins. 

17 4^e8! 

Threatening a devastating check on 
f 6 . Black has no recourse but to give up 
material. 

17.. .5.e8 18 Sxe 8 Wgi+ 19 Sel #xh2 

20 i.f6 £se6 21 a3 Ad6 22 <&bl h6 23 
Se4 Af4 

23...J.f5 24 lh4 #gl+ 25 *a 2 jLf8 
26 £>e4 is also hopeless. 

24«d7 

Infiltration. 

24.. .%!+ 25 *32 Hi5 26 Wxb7 

Well, okay, but White had a quicker 
win with 26 Sxf4l £\xf4 27 ®e8+ ^7 
28 ST 18 + <4^6 29 #g 7 + 4f5 30 i,d 4 l. 

26.. .®f5 27 WC8+ <4>h7 28 Wh8+ <4^6 29 
•&e5 i.g5 

It’s just a matter of technique after 
29~Jb<e5 30 WxeS tt'xe5 31 Ixe5 £if4 


32g3^h5 33fie3. 

30 #g8+ 4b5 31 Sell 1-0 



Black’s king is led to the slaughter 
along the h-file. 

Summary 

If you like to play in the romantic style 
of the old greats, then the 7 4if3 line 
should be your choice in this chapter. I 
would bet that Morphy would give this 
line two enthusiastic thumbs up! 
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Chapter Two 

The Veresov: 
3...^bd7 4®d3 


1 d4 £>f6 2 £>c3 d5 3 Ag5 £sbd7 4 Wd3 

This is a sounder alternative to the 
chaos of 4 f3 from the first chapter. 



In this chapter, we deal with: 

a) 4...c6 from which you get mostly 
Caro-Kann style positions; 

b) 4...e6 where you deal with French 
positions; 

c) 4-h6?! usually leads to inferior 
French positions; 

d) 4...g6 leads to a hybrid Caro/Pirc 
position; and 


e) 4-.-C5 when Black will capture on 
d4 with greater central control, but 
your development lead in the open po¬ 
sition could make life tough for Black. 

Came 15 

Z.Kozul-A.Brkic 

Zagreb 2006 

1 d4 £>f6 2 4}C3 d5 3 i«g5 £ibd7 4 fd3 
c6 5 &f3 
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GM Prie considers this the mainline 
of the 4 ®d3 Veresov. White takes a 
wait-and-see approach and refrains 
from an immediate e4. One drawback 
is that White loses the option of slowly 
building his centre with f3 and e4. 

5».b5 

Blind ambition! Black launches an 
attack even before White commits his 
king to the queenside. Instead, after 

5.. .g6 6 e4 dxe4 7 £sxe4 Ag7 (the game 
looks like it arose from some kind of 
Gurgenidze Pirc) 8 Ae2 h6 9 5M6+ 
4^xf6 10 Af4 White has a little extra 
space but Black stands solidly, A.Zubov- 
N.Papenin, Simferopol 2003. 

6a3! 

White remains flexible, changes 
gears and plans to castle kingside. 

6.. .a5l? 

If you are brave and stubborn 
enough, you can actually still castle 
queenside: for example, 6...h6 7 Ah4 e6 
8 e4 dxe4 9 <£ixe4 Ae7 10 <2ixf6+ <Sbxf6 
11 0-0-01? 0-0 12 £>e5 (the key for 
White is central play, since he is slower 
if he begins to attack Black’s king) 

12.. .1.b7 13 Ae2 a5 14 i.f3 £>d5?! 
(I4...b4!) 15 Axe7 ^xe7 16 i.xd5 cxd5 
17 tfxbs! flfc8?! 18 Wd7! and White 
was up a pawn in the ending but later 
botched it, M.Pogromsky-A.Pugachov, 
Internet 2004. 

7 e4 b4l? 

Or 7...Aa6 8 b4 axb4 9 axb4 dxe4 10 
^xe4 Ab7 11 Hbl e6 12 Ae2 with an 
interesting position where White stands 
just a shade better. Black controls d5 for 


his pieces while White owns c5. 

8 axb4 Aa6 9b5! 



9.. .cxb5? 

After this Black experiences serious 
difficulties. He should enter the line 
9-Axb5! 10 4bd>5 dxe4 11 We3! cxb5 
(ll...exf3?? 12 4M6 mate would be a 
pleasant surprise for White) 12 <£id2 
Wb6 13 ^xe4 4?id5 14 Wd3 e6 when 
White stands a tad better due to his 
bishop pair, but Black’s queenside play 
gives him counterplay. 

10 <Sbcd5 4}xd5 11 exd5 b4 12 1^3 
Axfl 13 *xfl Wb6 

Brkic had probably intended 

13 .. .5.b6?! 14 c4! bxc3 15 bxc3, but 
then realized that he couldn’t recap¬ 
ture: 15...£ixd5?? 16 ^e5! and Black is 
helpless to stop #b5+ or #a4+. 

14 *84! 

Pinning the knight and preparing c4. 

14.. .f6 15 Ad2 Sc8 16 ie2l 

Very brave. He sees that dl is actu¬ 
ally a secure spot for the king. Black 
simply doesn’t have the attackers to do 
the job. An alternative plan is to play 
h3 and walk the king to h2. 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4 Wd3 


The opening has been a disaster for 
Black. Let’s assess: 



1. He is down a pawn; 

2. Not only is Black behind in devel¬ 
opment, but the d5-pawn clogs Black’s 
even further; 

3. White’s king is safe and comfort¬ 
able in the middle since Black doesn’t 
have enough attackers; 

4. The a5-pawn is weak and hang¬ 
ing; and 

5. Black is stuck in an annoying pin 
on the a4-e8 diagonal. 

I6...g5 17 c3 Wa6+ 18 ^dl bxc3 19 
bxc3 #d3 20 #xa5 Sb8 21 Wa2! Wf5 22 
h3 Bg8 23 c4 g4 24 hxg4 fixg4 



AfteT 24...'i f xg4 25 Hh2 everything is 
covered and White remains two pawns 
in the plus column. 

25 Wc2! 

Simplifying into an easily won end¬ 
game. Black can’t dodge the trade. 

25...1'xc2+ 26 &xc2 Bxg2 27 ±e3 f5? 

27...Sc8 28 *d3 £sb6 29 £id2 is also 
hopeless. 

28 4ih4 1-0 

Summary 

White takes a waiting approach with 5 
£sf3. He eventually plays for e4 no mat¬ 
ter how Black responds. 

Came 16 

J.Bosch-A.Kabatianski 

Dutch League 2009 

1 d4 2 £ic 3 d5 3 i.g5 £ibd7 4 ld3 
c6 5 £>f3 g6 

A more sober approach than 5...b5. 



6 e4 dxe4 7 ^xe4 ig7 8 0-0-0 0-0 9 
ibl 

Moving the king to bl is almost a 
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reflex in such positions, but in oppo¬ 
site-wing attacks every tempo counts. 
Perhaps White should continue with 
the immediate 9 h4! h6 10 ±xf6 £ixf6 
ll £ixf6+ Axf6 12 h5 #a5? (reckless; 
he should play the saner move 12...g5) 
13 hxg6 Af5 14 gxf7+ lxf7 15 ®b3 
-&.e4 16 Ac 4 Jtg5+ 17 £>xg 5 'ffxgS-r 18 
‘A'bl Jld5 19 flh3! and White had a ma¬ 
terial advantage as well as an attack, 
R.Barhudarian-Y.Nikolaev, St Peters¬ 
burg 2008. 

9.. .a5 

Black is first to begin to attack, but 
one advantage in White’s favour is ex¬ 
tra space, which keeps his king safer. It 
was Steinitz who first advised against 
attacking if you control less territory 
than your opponent. 

10 <£ig3 

Putting a stop to ...±f5 ideas and 
also preparing h4-h5. 

10.. .^b6!? 

Going for piece play oveT a tradi¬ 
tional pawn storm. A more normal ap¬ 
proach would be 10...b5 11 h4 £ig4 12 
Wd 2 h6 13 i.f4 h5 14 £ie4 <£b6 15 
£sfg5 <$id5 16 ±g3 Af5 17 Sel 1^6 18 
f3 ®gf6 19 c3 Sfd8 20 <4>al b4 21 c4 
4 ^c 7 22 c5 when the chances look bal¬ 
anced. 

11 c4l? 

Taking control over d5 at the cost of 
undermining support for his d-pawn. 

11.. .1.6 

Traditionally in such structures, 
Black tries to eliminate his light- 
squared bishop foT a knight. However, 


after ll..JLg4 12 Ae2 a4 13 h3 ±xf3 14 
■fi.xf3 a3 15 b3 White’s space and 
bishop pair give him a clear edge and 
help keep his king safe. 

12 ®c2 4}bd7 



The work is done on b6 and he pre¬ 
pares ...b5. 

13 h4 b5 

Black can also try to halt the ad¬ 
vance of White’s h-pawn: 13...h5l? 14 
Sel! (an exchange sac on e6 will be 
strategically devastating to Black) 
14-Ag4 15 £rti2! (threat: 16 f3) 

15...1e8 16 f3 #c7! 17 <^xg4 Wxg3 18 
£sf2 a4 19 Sh 3 Wc7 20 g4 a3 21 b3 and 
White’s attack looks a bit faster, but his 
structure is also more shaky. Perhaps 
chances are balanced. 

14 h5 bxc4 15 hxg6 hxg6 16 &,xc4 

Or 16 Sell? (contemplating an ex¬ 
change sac on e6) I6...1.d5 17 Axc4 
£>b 6 18 Axd5 £toxd5 19 ^e4 and 
White's knights will attain powerful 
outposts on c5 and e5. Black has the 
open b-file and chances against 
White’s king, but I give White a slight 
edge. 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4 ® d3 


I6...ixc4 17 ®xc4 @b6 18 Ah6 Axh6? 

There was no reason for Black to 
give White a free move to double on 
the h-file. He should play l8...1fb8! 19 
«cl Ah 8. 

19 Sxh6 &g7 20 Sdhl? 

A critical moment in the game. 
White’s move allows Black to challenge 
the h-file with his rooks. White missed 
the more subtle 20 ®cl! and Black 
must be very careful. For example: 

a) 20...nh8?? 214}f5+! mates. 

b) 20...Sfb8?? 21 £if5+! and once 
again White mates in five. 

c) 20...Sg8! (the only move) 21 £ie5 
>4f8 22 4ixd7+ 4bcd7 23 £>e4 fib8 24 
Sh7 and Black's king is in a precarious 
situation; £}g5 is in the air. 



20...1 f b5! 

A terrific defensive move. Black cov¬ 
ers the critical f5-square and deprives 
his opponent of opportunities to sac on 
f5. This allows Black time to challenge 
the h-file with equality. 

21 fd Hh8 

No more £if5+ tricks, so Black con¬ 
fronts White on the h-file. 


22 a3 Iab8 23 &al ®g4 24 lxh8 Sxh8 
25 lei e6 26 Wd2 4igf6 

Black has equalized. The mutual 
weaknesses on d4 and c6 cancel each 
other out. 

27 £ie5?! 

His d-pawn needs support: 27 Hcl 
C5 28 Wc3 cxd4 29 WxdA e5 30 Vc4 
1 § r xc4 31 flxc4 is balanced but still 
sharp due to the opposite-wing pawn 
majorities. 

27...®d5 28 f3 <£sc5 

Threatening to land on b3, but this 
isn't the strongest move. Black should 
go for 28...C5! 29 #xa5 Ha8 30 Wb5 
#xd4 31 £sxd7 £sxd7 (threatening to 
take on a3) 32 Wb3 fib8 33 Wc2 <£se5 
with the initiative. 

29 4>bl£sb3 



30 #e3? 

Meekly submitting to the loss of a 
pawn. White misses an opportunity to 
counterattack and target f7 with the 
line 30 #f4! 1 i , xd4 (Black is in big trou¬ 
ble after 30...£sxd4? 31 £se4 £>f5 32 g4 
lh4 33 £sg5) 31 £>e4! £id 2 +! 32 #xd 2 
®xe5 33 ^xf6 #xf6 34 Wxa.5, which 
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regains the lost pawn with equality. 

30.. .^xd4 31 Bel Sh2 32 ^e2 £ib3 33 
&c3 td2 34 fcd2 ®xd2+ 35 4a2 lxg2 
36 ^a4 

The pure pawn race favours Black: 
36 &xc6 <&xf3 37 <£xa5 £ie5 38 a4 g5 
39 <£\b7 £sc4 40 £)dl Sg4 and now 41 
a5?? isn’t possible due to 4i... < £>xa5! 42 
£sxa5 Sa4+. 

36.. .®d5 37 lxc6 Bg5! 38 £ig4 lf5 39 
•?';C5 5,xf3 40 Ba6 £)d2? 

Black wins easily after 40...<2k3+! 41 
bxc3 Sxc5 42 4b 3 g5 when his three 
connected passers carry the day. 

41 Ba7 4f8? 

There was no need to defend the 
threat on e6. Indeed, Black once again 
misses 41... < S}c3+! 42 bxc3 Sxc5. 

42 4^d7+ 4e8 43 ®de5 £if3 44 Ia8+ 
4e7 45 £k6+ 4d6 46 <£\xa5 

Black is still winning, but one gets 
the sense that he is in the process of 
botching things! 

46.. .Bf4 47 £sh6 g5 48 ®b7+ 4c7? 

He should move closer to his pawns 
with 48...<4’e5!. 

49 £id8! 



49.. .£ie5? 

Yet another missed opportunity. It’s 
like a once-powerful wizard whose 
magic has drained away. Black should 
play the superior 49...^b6!, but White 
still has a problem-like draw with 50 
<S^hxf7 £}xa8 51 £b<e6+ 4d7 52 4^xf4 
gxf4 53 £ih6 £>e5 54 4b3 4e6 55 4c3 
£»b 6 56 4d4 f3 57 4e3 £sbc4+ 58 4f2 
£>xb2 59 ®g4 ^bd3+ 60 4e3 4f5 61 
<£sh2 f2 62 <^fl 4g4 63 4e2 4h3 64 
<£ie3 ®g4 65 <£sdl! eliminating f2 and 
drawing the game. 

50 ^hxf7! ^xf7 51 £ixe6+ 4d6 52 
®xf4 gxf4 

All White has to do is sac his rook 
for the pawn to seal the draw. 

53 Sg8 <Ste3 54 4b3 

54 Bgl also gets in range to sac: 

54.. .f3 (or 54...®e5 55 Bhl f3 56 Ih2 
^5g4 57 Sh3 f2 58 fif3) 55 lg6+ 4e5 
56 lg3 f2l 57 Bf3l reaches the target. 
54-.f3 55 Sg6+ 4e7 56 Bg3! 



The f-pawn is worth more than the 
rook! White finally engineers a position 
where the pawn cannot escape the sac. 

56...£se5 57 Bxf3! £)xf3 58 4c3 4d6 59 
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The Veresov: 3...^hbd7 4 Wd3 


b4 *d5 60 a4 S)e5 61 b5 ics 62 a5 
£)d5+ 63 i>d2 ^>xb5 64 a6 4>xa6 65 *e2 
’/j-’/j 

Phew! A dose call for White, who 
was on life support for a long time be¬ 
fore his miraculous recovery. I was sure 
Rybka and Fritz would be fooled and 
erroneously claim Black is up +6 at the 
end, but they both saw the light and 
had it almost at dead even. I am very 
sorry to have to report that Crafty, their 
naive cousin, has Black winning here. 
Well, nobody’s perfect! 

Summary 

5...g6 is a good way to respond to the 5 
4M3 line. Black should equalize with 
correct play. 

Came 17 

M.Khachian-I.Miller 

US Open, Los Angeles 2003 

1 d4 £)f6 2 <Sk3 d5 3 ig5 &bd7 4 #d3 
c6 5 e4 



5...dxe4 6 ‘$_ixe4 


Now we get a ...^d7 Caro-Kann with 
two key differences: 

l White’s bishop is committed to 
g5. Black may make use of this to engi¬ 
neer a freeing swap later on. 

2. White’s queen is on d3. This may 
help, since the queen can later go to g3 
or h3, targeting Black’s kingside. In 
some cases White may even manage 
WeA and Jld3, ganging up on h7. 

6...e6 

Khachian also had this position 
against one of my students: 6...<£sxe4 7 
#xe4 Wa5+ 8 J.d 2 #d5 9 1 Ti 4 (9 #e3 
is covered next game) 9-.^f6 (blasting 
free with 9~.e5!? may not be wise: 10 
&f3 i.e7 11 #93 exd4 12 Wxg7 i.f6 13 
Wh6 ®e4+ 14 “idl #g6 15 jS.d3 #xh6 
16 Bel+ 'idS 17 Axh6 favours White 
since he has the better pawn structure) 
10 c4 #e4+ 11 ^xe4 <£sxe4 12 jte3 with 
just an edge to White, who has space, 
but will have a tough time making any¬ 
thing of it because Black stands solidly, 
M.Khachian-E.Liu, Los Angeles 2003. 

7 £>f3 Ae7 8 <£>xf6+ i..xf6 9 h4 h6!? 

He doesn’t want the annoying 
bishop to sit on g5 forever. However, if 
Black now castles kingside, the 116 - 
pawn is a ripe sac target, and White 
has the simple plan of h4 and g4-g5, 
prising things open. 

10 JLe3 ®e7 ll 0-0-0 es! 

Probably the best choice in a diffi¬ 
cult situation. Black frees himself, de¬ 
spite his lag in development. 

In other lines, Black faces a dilemma 
of where to place his king: 
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a) Let’s say he goes queenside with 

11.. .b6?! 12 We4 Ab7 13 AU 0-0-0 then 
14 A.g3! threatens 15 *4 and after 

14.. .g5 15 Aa6! £)b8 16 J,xb7+ Wxb7 
17 ^e5 Black scrambles to cover his 
multiple weaknesses. 

b) The kingside looks even worse: 

11 .. . 0 . 0 ? 12 We4! fld8 13 &d3 £if8 14 
g4 and Black will not survive. 

c) 11...C5?! 12 dxc5 £)xc5 13 *35+ 
£}d7 and Black has opened the position 
while dangerously behind in develop¬ 
ment. 



12 1M! 

White foresees a superior ending. 

12...exd4 13 *(67+ &xel 

Black can also give up a pawn in the 
hope of a draw after 13...J.xe7 14 £)xd4 
®b6 15 Sell and then: 

a) After 15...0-0 16 J.xh6 Af6 17 
Ae3 ^d5 18 c3 ^xe3 19 Sxe3 AxM 20 
cxd4 Ae6 21 b3 Sfd8 22 Se4 Bd6 23 
J.c4 White begins to consolidate his 
extra pawn. 

b) 15...£»d5? 16 J.C4 £ixe3 17 lxe3 
'A'dS 18 fldl and Black’s king is caught 
in traffic. 


14 ^xd4 £>e5 15 Ae2 Sd8 

15-.£sg4? would be similar to the 
game: 16 <£sxc6+! bxc6 17 Ac5+ ‘A’eS 18 
Shel £ie5 19 Af3 AbJ 20 AM wins. 

16 f4! 



This looks like a strategic blunder by 
White, who gives up the g4-square. But 
beware: when a GM plays such a move, 
there is usually a very good reason! 

16.. .£)g4? 

A trusting soul. Black jumps into g4 
and also into a trap. He had to play 

16 .. .£ig6 17 g3, but even here White’s 
space and slight development lead put 
him in control. 

17 £sxc6+H 
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The Veresov: 3...^hbd7 4 W d3 


A bolt of lightning from a blue, 
summer sky! Black's king is a lot less 
safe than be believed. 

17~.bxc6 18 i.c5+ ^e8 19 Bdel! 

A sting at the end. Black has no 
choice but to return the piece to get 
out of the crossfire. 

19...&d7? 

After 19...Sd5! 20 Axg4+ <id8 21 
JLxc8 2xc5 22 jk,g4 the factor of oppo¬ 
site-coloured bishops gives Black some 
hope of survival. 

20 i.xg4+ &C7 21 Jlxc8 Saxc8 22 jte7! 



22...fid7l? 

Deliberately allowing his pawns to 
sustain damage, but banking on coun¬ 
terplay down the g-file. Black should 
lose the rook ending after 22 .. Axel 23 
flxe7+ Sd7 24 lxd7+ *xd7 25 Sel 
flb8, since White is up a clear pawn 
and has multiple targets: a7, c6 and 
possibly even g7 with the plan He3, h5 
andSg3. 

23 Axf6 gxf6 24 gB h5 25 Se3 Sg8 26 
Bdl 1-0 

The five isolanis are driftwood scat¬ 
tered along a beach. Black is only one 


pawn down, but the damage to his 
structure is too much to overcome. 

Summary 

Be prepared to go into an odd, Smyslov 
line of the Caro if you choose to play a 
quick e4 against 4...c6. 

Game 18 

M.Khachian-I.Koniushkov 

Moscow 1996 

1 d4 d5 2 £\C3 3 AgS £sbd7 4 ttd3 

c6 5 e4 

If you castle, you can sometimes 
transpose to the 4...g6 line: 5 0-0-0 g6 6 
f3 &q7 7 e4 dxe4 8 fxe4 Wa5 9 e5 <£sd5 
10 ^sxd5 cxd5 11 Wb3 sees White lead 
in development and space, J.Hector- 
H.Olsen, Swedish Team Championship 
2006. 

5... < Sbce4 6 ®xe4 dxe4 7 Wxe4 Wa5+ 

This is an annoying manoeuvre bor¬ 
rowed from the Caro, which forces 
White to back off for a few moves. 



8 Ad2 Wd5 9 We3 
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Nothing but nyet! The side with ex¬ 
tra space should avoid trades. 

9-£if6 10 £>f3 l.f5 11 c4 #e4 

Also borrowed from the Caro. The 
removal of queens minimizes Black’s 
disadvantage. 

12 £ie5 Sd8 13 ttxe4 <£sxe4 14 Ae3 f6 

15 4tf3?! 

White loses his edge after this inac¬ 
curacy. Instead, 15 4id3! covers e5 and 
d5, and prepares to eject the intruder 
from e4, which makes more sense. 

15.. .e6 

15-g5! takes away ideas and 
seizes some space of his own. 

16 0-0-0 

White doesn’t get any advantage 
going after the bishop immediately: 16 
£ih4?! ±b4+ 17 *e 2 £id6 18 a3 ±a5 19 
c5 g5! 20 £sxf5 (or 20 cXd6?! gxh4 21 
lf4 ±b6 22 2dl c5 23 dxc5 ±xc5 24 b4 
Ab6 25 g3 and White’s d6-pawn may 
later fall) 20...£M5 21 fldl ±c7 22 g3 
e5 with equality. 

16.. .6.7l? 

Black can also be reasonably happy 
with the outcome of the opening after 

16.. .g5 17 Ad3. 

17 £ih4 £sd6 18 c5 g5 19 £sxf5 £ixf5 20 
1x4 £ixe3? 

Black picks a bad plan. He has an 
excellent position if he redeploys his 
knight to d5: 20...£ie7! 21 Shel <£id5. I 
often get such positions out of the Slav 
and prefer Black. 

21fxe3 

White’s advantages: 

1. The opposite-coloured bishops 


favour White, whose bishop aims at 
the key e6- and d5-squares; 

2. White may build space on the 
queenside with b4 and possibly b5 
later; and 

3. White can play for e4 and possi¬ 
bly d5. 



21...f5 22 4x2 h5 23 b4 a6 24 e4! 

This break gives Black problems. 

24— fxe4 

He can’t bypass and allow 24...f4? 
25 d5 lg7 (even worse is the line 

25- cxd5? 26 exd5 e5 27 Shel lg7 28 
d6+) 26 dxc6 bxc6 27 lxa6. 

25 flhfl+ 4e7 26 fifel flh6 27 Bxe4 
Ig7 28d5! 
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The Veresov: 3-..^bd7 4 ^Sld3 


Ridding himself of his weak pawn 
and creating a second target on b7. 

28.. .cxd5 29 Sxd5 e5 

Perhaps the time has come to give 
up a pawn to activate his remaining 
pieces with 29...g4 30 Bxd8 'A’xdS 31 
Axe6 Sf6 32 Se2. 

30 a4 Sf8 3 lSd 2 

Clearing d5 for his bishop. 

31.. .b6!? 

Desperation. Passive defence fails: 

31.. .Hc6 32 4>b3 Sc7 33 2d6 Sf 2 34 
Ie6+ ^8 35 fle2 Hxe2 36 Axe2 g4 37 
Ad3 and Black can’t hold the game. For 
instance, 37...fie7 38 Sxe7 ixe7 39 
Ae4 or 37-.a5 38 bxa5 Sxc5 39 Ab5!. 

32 Axa6 bxc5 33 b5? 

White couldn't resist the tempta¬ 
tion to grab two connected passers, but 
this gives Black drawing chances. 
White should win with good technique 
in the line 33 Ab5! cxb4 34 fid7+ if6 
35 fixb4. 



33—Sd6 34 a5 Hxd2+ 35 ixd2 flf2+ 36 
le2 Sxe2+ 37 ixe2 id6 38 Ab7 e4?? 

The wrong pawn! Black just barely 
draws if he pushes the c-pawn to clear 


c5 for his king: 38...C4! 39 Ae4 ic5!. 
Now, getting the White passers to 
move forward is like herding cats! 40 
a6 (the crucial point is that 40 b6 Af8! 
stops White’s pawns and holds the 
draw) 40...ib6 41 id2 g4 42 ic3 Ah6 
43 ixc4 h4 44 Af5 Af4 45 Axg4 Axh 2 
with a dead draw. 

39 b6! 

Slamming the door in the face of 
Black’s king, who is helpless to prevent 
the march of the a-pawn. 

39...C4 40 a6 1-0 

Summary 

15 ®d3! is an improvement which gets 
you a slightly better Caro ending. 

Game 19 

J.Hector-H.Koneru 

Wijk aan Zee 2003 

1 d4 d5 2 £|C3 £if6 3 i g5 ®bd7 4 Wd3 
e6 



Black wants to go with a Rubinstein 
French set-up with White’s queen 
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committed to d3. 

5 e4 dxe4 6 £sxe4 ie7 7 £ixf6+ ±xf6 
By recapturing with the bishop 
Black keeps control over the e5-square. 

8 „l xf6 Wxf6 9 £lf3 0-0 10 '#'e3l 

There is a thin line between com¬ 
promise and being compromised! This 
is a key move to remember. White 
wisely invests a tempo to prevent the 
freeing break ...e5. As we shall see, the 
...c5 break is not so equal. 

Instead, 10 0-0-0 e5! 11 We3 exd4 
12 Ixd4 £sc5 13 Sf4 Wi6 14 g4l? Wo6 
leads to a sharp game with equal 
chances, K.Shirazi-M.Ouinteros, Jakarta 
1978. 



10...C5? 

Believe it or not, this natural freeing 
move is an error because it violates the 
principle stating: don’t open the posi¬ 
tion when behind in development. 
Black should be okay if she unravels 
slowly with 10...b6! 11 0-0-0 Ab7. 

11 0-0-0 b6 

Alternatively, ll...cxd4 12 lxd4 •SjcS 
13 £>e5 and then: 

a) 13...a5 14 Sd6! £ia6 15 1.C4 £)c7 


16 flhdl b5 17 Ae2 <?Jd5?? (Black’s po¬ 
sition was bad anyway, but this cer¬ 
tainly doesn’t help his cause!) 18 Slxd5 
1-0 J.Hector-AA.FTaser, St Helier 2005. 

b) After the more natural 13...b6, 
White keeps the advantage if he plays 
boldly with 14 b4! £Jb7 15 c3! a5 16 
l A’b2 We7 17 Ad3- Despite the opening 
of the a-file, White's attack is far more 
dangerous than Black’s for three rea¬ 
sons: 

1. White is better developed; 

2. Black is tangled; and 

3. Black’s pieces aTe posted too pas¬ 
sively to mount a serious queenside 
assault. 

12 i_b5! 



Black is behind in development and 
his pieces are in a bit of a knot. 

12.. .cxd413 Sxd4 #e7 

After 13 ...£Jc 5 White keeps the grip 
with 14 <?Je5. Now 15 b4 is a serious 
strategic threat, but 14 -.a5 is well met 
by 15 Sd6 Sb8 16 Shdl. 

14 i.c6! 2b8 15 Shdl £>f6 16 We5 
16 <£>e5 also keeps Black tied up. 

16.. .1.a6 
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16.. .1.b7? 17 Sd7! £ixd7 18 fixd7 
loses two pieces for the rook. 

17 Sa4! fibc8 18 £)d4 

The edifice begins to crack. 

18.. .®g4 

S-WcS? just drops a clean pawn: 19 
W\cS bxc5 20 Sxa6 cxd4 21 Sxd4. 

19 Wf4l 

Both sides have loose pieces, but the 
difference is White’s work together 
beautifully, although he had to avoid 

19 Vg3? e5 20 £lf5 1^5+ 21 £>e3 Ixc6 
22lxa6h5 23h3f5l. 

19.. .h5 

19.. .e5?? loses on the spot to 20 
£)f5l. 

20 lxa6 e5 21 £\f5 1M6 22 #f3 Hxc6 

No better is 22...^xh2 23 #xh5 
Sxc6 24 Shi! flfc8 25 c3 and the h-file 
becomes the gateway to pain for Black. 

23 #xc6! 



This small combination picks off the 
exchange. 

23...Wxf5 24 #f3 ®g5+ 25 *bl £>xh2 
26 %3 &g4 

Or 26...1 r xg3 27 fxg3 e4 28 Sxa7 e3 
29 Se7 £>g4 30 c4 and Black’s passers 


have been neutralized, while White is 
just beginning on the queenside. 

27 f3 Sd8 

Also hopeless is 27...'i r e3 28 Bel 
Sd8 29 a4 Wf2 30 #xf2 £ixf2 31 Sxe5. 

28 2xd8+? 

The simple 28 Scl! wins the pinned 
knight. 

28...1 r xd8 29 @el £>f6 30 Sxa7 e4 31 
fxe4 $jxe4 

Black is trying to make a race of it 
and plans to push on the kingside. 
White’s plan is to pick off b6 and then 
queen first. 

32 a4 f5 33 We 2 %5 34 Sb7 Wg6 35 

«b5! 


35...®g4 

35-'i r xg2?? isn’t much of a pawn 
grab after 36 We8+ <4>h7 37 ®xh5+ &g8 

38 Sb8 mate. 

36 Sxb6 h4 37 a5 £id 2 + 38 &a2 £ic4 
She can’t go after White’s king be¬ 
cause hers falls first: 38...'B r di?? 39 
#68+ 'AT 17 40 #g6+ ‘A’gS 41 Sb8 mate. 
Nor can she take on g2: 38... 1 i f xg2?? 39 
#68+ 4>h7 40 1 fh5+ 4^8 41 lb8 mate. 

39 fic6 <^e3 40 a6 Wd4 41 c3 1-0 
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Summary 

By playing 4...e6 in response to 4 Wd3, 
Black gets a Rubinstein French where 
White’s queen is committed to the d3- 
square. If you remember to play the key 
move We3? just before Black unravels 
with ...e5, you may still get an edge. 

Came 20 

S.Conquest-A.Sokolov 

Portuguese Team 
Championship 2006 

1 d4 2 £k3 d5 3 i g5 £ibd7 4 #d3 
h6 

Let’s see how things work out if 
Black tosses in this move. 



5 Ah4 e6?! 

The ...e6 lines don’t work so well for 
Black if he throws in the weakening 
...h6. Better was 5-..C5. 

6 e4 dxe4 7 £ixe4 Jte7 8 £lxf6+ JLxf6 

Alternatively, 8...£ixf6 9 0-0-0 0-0 10 
£lf3 b6 11 the5 Jlb7 12 Sgl! (the not- 
so-subtle plan of g4-g5 is still very ef¬ 
fective) 12...#d5 13 c4 Wa5?l (after 


13.. .We4! 14 #xe4 ^.xe4 15 f3 White’s 
central space gives him a small edge) 

14 a3 Sfd8 15 g4l (ignoring the threats 
to his d-pawn) 15...C5 16 d5 exd5 17 
#h3! d4 (closing the centre always 
helps the attacker, but the alternative 
17-.dxc4? 18 Axc4 is even worse for 
Black) 18 g5 and White had a winning 
attack in J.Hall-RJones, Gothenburg 
2005- 

9 JLxf6 'f/xf6 10 <5if3 0-011 We3l 
Remember: don’t allow ...e5! 

11.. .C5 12 0-0-0 b6 13 ilb5! cxd4 14 
Sxd4 ®e7 

So we have the exact position as 
HectoT-Koneru, with the inclusion of 
the move ...h6. 

15 g4! 



It becomes obvious that extra move 
...h6 is not so great for Black. White’s 
cleaT plan of g5 to prise open the g-file 
is hard to meet. 

15...£>f6? 

Handing over matches to the kid 
who loves to start fires! Now White’s 
attack accelerates at an alarming rate. 
Sokolov had to try I5...£ic5 16 g5 hxg5 
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The Veresov: 3---^bd7 4 Wd3 


17 £)xg5 f 6 18 <£se4 e5 19 4^xc5 bxc5 
(but not lg.-l'xcS?? 20 .4x4+ ®h 7 21 
Ib4+ &g 6 22 ®g 3 + 4f5 23 #g4 mate) 
20 flds A.e6 21 «XC5 «f7 22 fid6 2fc8 
23 Sc6 when White’s extra pawn may 
not be easy to convert since he has iso- 
lanis on the f- and h-files. 

16 g5 hxg5 17 Wxg5 lb7 18 Igl g6 



19 Sd7?! 

This trick which wins Black’s queen 
is not the best move. Black gets crushed 
if White plays directly for mate with 19 
£>e5! Sac8 20 Ad3 Sc7 21 ®h6! and 
Black can resign since he has no de¬ 
fence to 22 Sh4- 

19.. .1 . xd7 20 kxdl £sxd7 21 £)h4! 
Target: g6. 

21.. ..1.e4 22 Sg4 i.f5 23 £>xf5 exf5 24 
#xf5 

A pawn falls and Black’s king re¬ 
mains in trouble. 

24.. .fiad8 25 %5 

Black is totally busted: 

1. He has only rook and knight ver¬ 
sus White’s queen and pawn; 

2. White has the attacking idea fih4 
and Wh6, not to mention that of h4-h5. 



25.. .£k5 26 Hh4Hfe8 

Threatening mate. 

27 b3 

Well, that was easy! 

27.. .'4 > g7 28 1^6+ 4>f6 29 Sf4+ 4>e6 30 
Wg7 Sf8 31 lf6+ *e7 32 3xg6 

Leaching away the vitality and life¬ 
blood of Black’s kingside. 



32...&e6 33 Wf6+ &e8 34 Sg4 Ids 35 
h41-0 

Summary 

Getting the ‘free’ move ...h6 is no picnic 
for Black. White simply uses this as a 
launching pad for attacks based on the 
simple plan of figl!, g4 and g5. 
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Came 21 

J.Hector-J.Sprenger 

Hamburg 2003 

1 d4 ds 2 thcl 3 i.g5 £)bd7 4 #d3 
e6 5 e4 dxe4 6 <£)xe4 J.e7 7 £ixf6+ 
<£)xf6 8 £lf3 0-0 9 0-0-0 b6?! 



Black plays very sensibly, delaying 
...c5, which opens the game when he is 
lagging in development. Nevertheless, 
...c5 should be played here, as 9 -b6 is 
just too slow and allows White to whip 
up an attack without being bothered in 
the centre. 

Instead, 9...C5I? 10 dxc5 #a5 11 Wbs 
Wxbs 12 J.xb5 Axes and now, instead 
of the lame 13 flhfl from O.Rodriguez 
Vargas-S.Cacho Reigadas, Spanish 
Team Championship 1993, White could 
try 13 J.xf6! gxf6 14 fld2 to unbalance 
the game. White’s lead in development 
looks more meaningful than Black’s 
bishop pair. 

10 l.b7 11W 13 ! 

The queen is well posted on h3, 
where it eyes mating attacks along the 


h-file and also potential knight sacs on 
f7, followed by Wxe6. 



11.. .<£se4 

Alternatively, ll...^d7 12 Ae3 Ae4 
and then: 

a) 13 i.d3?! i.xd3 14 Sxd3 ^xe5 15 
dxe 5 16 Wg3 and the cramping 
e5-pawn still gives White a tiny edge, 
but my feeling is it isn’t enough and 
Black should draw, K.Lie-E.Moskow, 
Gausdal 2007. 

b) 13 f3l is an improvement, after 
which Black is in danger: 13-.Ab7 14 
jk,d3 g6 15 #g3! when sacs loom over 
g6 and White also has the simple plan 
of prising open the kingside with h4 
andh5. 

12 ±,e3 f5l? 

It is hard to blame Black for lashing 
out with this committal move which 
keeps his king safer, but weakens e6. 
His position remains passive if he 
avoids such a move: for instance, 

1 2 .. JLd 6 13 f3 -iif6 14 Ad3 c5 15 Wi4 
cxd4 16 ixd4 doesn’t look very tempt¬ 
ing. White has an obvious attack in the 
works while Black has not made the 
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slightest headway against White’s 
king. 



13 f3 &d6 14 Ad3 We8 15 fihel b5 16 
g4 Ad5 17 i>bl a5 18 gxf5 exf5! 

Black finds himself in serious diffi¬ 
culties if he captures with a piece on f5: 

18.. .£ixf5? 19 figl ±d6 20 i.h6! and 
Black drops at least an exchange. 

19 figl Hf6? 

A superior defensive plan would be 
to hunker down and defend g7 with 
everything he has after 19-..Af6 20 Ah6 
c6! 2lSdelfia7!. 

20 J.g5 Se6 

It is too late to back down now. 
Black will not survive 20...flf8? 21 #h4! 
.ixg5 22 Sxg5. 

21 ±xf5 £\xf5 22 WxfS 

White has picked up a pawn and his 
attack continues. 

22.. .C6 23 f4 

The f-pawn supports the outpost on 
e5 and gets ready to enter the attack 
with future plans of f5 and f6. 

23 .. . 1 ,d 6 24 #g4 Axes 

The dismal alternative would be 

24.. .5a7 25 f5 fixes 26 dxe5 Axes 27 


The Veresov: 3...^bd7 4 ^Hd3 

fldel Wb8. 

25 dxe5 

The two pawns surge forward like a 
wave against Black’s king. 

25.. .fla7 26 icf6 %6 27 f5 

A practical decision. White can also 
keep queens on the board with 27 #h3 
#e8 28 Wi6. 

27.. .fcg4 28 fixg4 fie8 29 fidgl 



Now g7 is an open wound and the 
attack continues into the endgame. 

29.. .g6 30 fxg6 

The opposite-coloured bishops can’t 
save Black. 

30.. .<4>f8 31 Sh4! J.g8 

31.. .hxg6?? drops a rook after 32 
fih8+ 4>f7 (or 32...J.g8 33 Sxg6 *f7 34 
fig7+) 33 Sh7+ *e6 34 flxa7. 

32 gxh7 fixh7 33 Sxh7 l*h7 34 fig7 
i.e4 35 h4! 

With a rather simple plan of head¬ 
ing for the promotion square. 

35.. .5.6 

35.. .fid8 36 ‘A’cl Af3 37 b4! fldl+ 38 
<4>b2 axb4 39 e6 J.d5 40 Sd7! either 
mates or wins a rook. 

36 h5 1-0 
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Summary 

Black has a tough choice in such posi¬ 
tions: 

1. Play ...c5 and risk opening the 
game prematurely. 

2. Play ...b6 when Black’s non- 
confrontational strategy gives White a 
free hand to launch a kingside attack 
without central distractions. 

Also, remember the move Wh3l. It 
crops up a lot in this line. 

Came 22 

J.Hector-K.Moberg 

Swedish Team 
Championship 2001 

1 d4 2 <£ic 3 d5 3 JLgS ®bd7 4 1^3 
g6 5f3 

I prefer this slower build-up to other 
moves in this position. 



5...Jlg7 6 e4 dxe4 

The most accurate move. Many 
games see Black forgoing the trade and 
getting squeezed. 

7 fxe4 0-0 


After 7...c6 8 £if3 h6 9 Ae3 £>g4 10 
±gl e5 ll d5 0-0 12 0-0-0 I prefer 
White, mainly because his extra space 
should make his king safer than 
Black’s, J.Hector-J.Ingbrandt, Malmo 
2005. 

8 e5 4ie8 9 h4l? 

Not all Swedish GMs play like Ulf 
Andersson! This hyper-aggTessive move 
borrowed from the Austrian attack line 
of the Pirc is an attempt to intimidate. 
A more positionally-minded player 
would have played the calmer 9 4M3. 



9.. .C5 10 £id5!? 

Instead, 10 4if3! cxd4 11 ®xd4 4k7 
12 0-0-0 4ie6 13 ^4 puts pressure on 
Black. 

10.. .f6 11 #b3! e6! 

The gullible piece grab ll...fxg5?? 
loses to 12 4}xe7+ ^8 13 4bcg6+! hxg6 

14 hxg5+ Ah 6 15 Bxh 6 + <4>g7 16 
12 <§}xf6+ 4idxf6 13 0-0-0 Wb6 

Alternatively, 13-..cxd4l 14 <4>f3 Wb6 

15 exf6 4}xf6 and then: 

a) 16 Bxd4l 4ld5 17 Sdl and the e6 
isolani gives White some hope for an 
advantage. 
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b) However, Black bolds his own in 
the line 16 Ac4 #xb3 17 Jk,xb3 53d5 18 
53xd4 b6! 19 J.xd5 exd5 20 ite3 Ag4. 

14 exf 6 53xf6 15 dxc5 ®xc5 16 Ac4 
<ih8 

Black can try to offer a pawn to take 
the sting out of White’s initiative with 

16...SM5?! 17 J,xd5 exd5 18 flxd5 iT >6 
19 Sb5+ We 6 20 53f3, but his bishops 
don’t provide full compensation for the 
investment. 

17 £tf3 b5l? 



18 i.e 2 

The human move. The counterintui¬ 
tive and very greedy Rybka suggestion 

18 Wxb5! actually woiks, though: 

18.. .1 , xb5 19 -&xb5 fib8 20 a4 53d5 
(20...a6? 21 i.f4! fib6 22 M.C7 fib7 23 
Ad6 axb5 24 Axf8 Axf8 25 fid8 wins 
material) 21 c3 a6 22 Ad3 and Black 
doesn’t get enough compensation for 
the pawn. 

18.. .e5?! 

Better was l8...Ab7. 

19 Wxb5! 

Now the pawn is quite safe to eat 
since Black blocked his own bishop’s 


path to b2. 

19.. .®xb5 20 i,xb5 i.f5 21 flhel flac 8 
22 l.a 4 

Black’s initiative is not enough to 
make up for the missing pawn. 

22.. .53.4 23 i.e7l Sf7 24 Hd 8 + 
Swapping off an attacker. 

24.. .fixd8 25 Axd 8 53c5 26 i.c 6 !? 

He wants to hang on to his bishops. 
White has a simpler technical win with 
26 ±b3! 53xb3+ 27 axb3 e4 28 <?3g5 fid7 
29 J.a5 ±h6 30 Ad 2 Axg5 31 hxg5 
'A’gS 32 Jie3 when Black’s passed e- 
pawn is locked on e4 and White is in 
essence two pawns up. Conversion is 
simply a matter of carefully creating 
passed pawns on the queenside. 

26.. .e4 27 53g5 2f8 28 b4l? 

After 28 ±a5 fic8 29 ±b5 53d3+ 30 
Jb<d3 exd3 31 c3 White should win by 
blockading with his king on d2 and 
slowly pushing on the queenside. 

28 .. .fixd 8 ? 

A faulty combination. Black believes 
he is sac’ing an exchange for a pawn. 
He can offer maximum resistance with 

28.. .1.c3! 29 fie3 Ad4 30 fie2 I.d7! 31 
i.d5 Efl+ 32 < 4>d2 i.g4 33 53xe4 
53x64+! 34 JLxe4 (34 fixe4?? fidl mate 
would be embarrassing) 34...icxe2 35 
^xe2 when White’s two pawns for the 
exchange should still win, although not 
without technical problems. 

29 53f7+ 4>g8 30 53xd8 ±c3 31 Se3 
ixb4 32 i.d5+! 

A little celebratory gunfire before 
his big finish. White clears c6 for the 
knight. 
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32.. .*g7 33 £>c6! 1-0 

Trapping the bishop on an open 
board. 

Summary 

5 f3, planning to build with e4, is a 
good reaction to the 4...g6 line. 

Came 23 

T.Bromann-H.Molvig 

Borup 2009 

1 d4 £>f6 2 &c3 d5 3 Ag5 £lbd7 4 Wd3 
g6 5 f3 Ag7 6 e4 h6 

Black can also try the plan of captur¬ 
ing on e4 and then countering with 
...e5: 6...dxe4! 7 fxe4 h6 (better to forgo 
this move and just castle, planning ei¬ 
ther ...e5 or ...c5) 8 Af4?l <£\h5?! (miss¬ 
ing a perfect chance to strike back in 
the centre with 8...e5!) 9 Ae3 e5 10 
0-0-0 exd4 11 Axd4 0-0 12 Axg7 
<2}xg7? 13 £)f3 c6?! 14 'i f d2! and Black 
was forced to give up a key pawn with 

14.. .£\e6 in P.Kolognat-N.Ravic, Mata- 
ruska Banja 2007, since 14... < &’h7? is 


met by 15 £>e5i, winning the exchange. 
7 Ah4 £sb6?! 



Black has problems generating any 
counterplay after this move. He should 
trade on e4. 

8 e5 £>h7 

White’s attack is faster if Black al¬ 
lows 8...£>fd7?! 9 e6 £tf6 10 exf7+ &xf7 
110 - 0 - 0 . 

9 0-0-0 Af5 10 Wd2 g5?! 

A poor decision. Black weakens to 
make Toom for the bishop. Instead, he 
should do everything in his power to 
stop g4 by playing 10...h5l. 

11 Af2 £>f8 

It was high time to make prepara¬ 
tions to castle queenside. Better was 
12 g4 Ag6 13 h4 gxh4 14 
Axh4 0-0-0 15 f4 f5 16 Ad3 and 
White’s advantage is not as large as in 
the game. However, it is too late for 

ll...h5?! 12 h4l as Black is not ready for 
such line-openings on the king’s wing. 

12 g4 Age 13 h4 gxh4? 

After 13...£te6! 14 <£sh3 1td7 15 f4 
gxf4 16 4^xf4 4^xf4 17 Wxf4 h5l 18 g5 
0-0-0 White has a big space advantage, 
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but at least Black’s position remains 
solid. White will play for £se2 and <£sf4, 
while Black reroutes with ...e6, ...J.f8 
and plays for the ...c5 break. 

14 f4 



The steamroller moves forward with 
Black’s pieces in its path. 

14...f5 15 Ad3 

Also very tempting is the line 15 
exf6 Jtxf6 16 f5 itf7 17 J.xh4 e6 18 
£sf3 when the h6-pawn is doomed and 
Black still hasn’t found shelter for his 
king. 
lS.-Wd? 

He has trouble castling if he tries to 
maintain the f5 point: 15...e6 16 gxf5 
i.xf5 17 JLxf5 exf5 18 ±xh4 Wd7 19 
#g2 Wf7 20 Ih3 4>d7 21 lg3 Ih7 and 
Black is still in a terrible tangle. 

16 Axh4 fxg4 

Black cannot castle out of his prob¬ 
lems: 16...0-0-0 17 e6! #xe6 18 Hel 
#g8 19 gxf5 Ah 7 20 Sxe7 and Black is 
busted. For example, 20...Axd4? 21 
£)b5 or 20...4jfd7 21 £>f3 i,.f6 22 Axf6 
£ixf6 23 ^e5 Se8 24 flxe8+ #xe8 25 
Ixh6. 


17 e6! 



The steamroller continues forward. 

17.. .®d8 

He can’t accept the offer: 

a) 17...®d6? 18 f5 Ah7 19 ^b5 Weft 
20 #b4 ^c8 21 J,g3 and now 

21.. .®id6?? fails miserably to 22 £ixd6+! 
cxd6 23 Jib5. 

b) 17..Mxe6?l 18 lei Wl 19 lxe7+. 

18 f5 Ah7 

The f8-knight and the h7-bishop 
have been placed in custody and be¬ 
hind bars. 

19 Ag3 

Threatening £ib5. 

19.. .c6 20 lxh6! 
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Offering the exchange to remove 
Black’s only good piece. 

20.. .?k4 

He must decline the gifts: 

a) 20...J,xh6?? 21 #xh6 (threaten¬ 
ing 22 Wh5+) 21...'i r c8 22 #g7 fig8 2B 
#f7+ ‘A’dS 24 J.d6! finishes Black off. 

b) 20...iLxd4?? 21 <£ib5! ends the 
game. 

21 Wg5! 

I insist! 

21.. .Wb6 

Acceptance is disastrous once 
again: 21...J,xh6? 22 #xh6 #b6 23 
J.xc4 dxc4 24 Wg7 fig8 25 Vf7+ 4^8 
26 f6. 

22 Jk.xc4 4 xd4 

Tricky. Black threatens 23...J,e3+ 
winning the queen. 

23 lxd4! 



Black’s game collapses after the re¬ 
moval of his only dangerous piece. 

23...1 r xd4 24 ^ge 2 #xc4 25 ®h5+ ±g6 
Or instead 25...^d8 26 ±e5 Sg8 27 
Wf7 and there is no good way to stop 
Sxh7. 

26 fxg6 2xh6 27 ®xh6 1-0 


Summary 

Allowing e5 without first exchanging 
on e4 gives White a large space advan¬ 
tage. 

Came 24 

R.Vaganian-J.Adamski 

Copenhagen 2006 

1 d4 £}f6 2 <£\c3 ds 3 ±g5 ^bd7 4 #d3 
c5 

This may be the most logical re¬ 
sponse to 4 #d3. White has already 
moved his queen once, and so Black 
hopes to make her move a second time 
by countering immediately in the cen¬ 
tre and forcing the queen to recapture 
on d4- 
5 0 - 0 - 0 !? 



He allows ...e5 with tempo. Probably 
stronger is 5 £)f3!, as played by GM 
Hammer in our next game. 

5...cxd4 6 ®xd4 e5 

With 6...e6 7 e4 White achieves e4 in 
one move, without taking time for f3. 
This makes up for his earlier tempo loss 
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of moving his queen twice: 7-dxe4 8 
^xe4 ®a5? (Black doesn't have time for 
such a fishing expedition and has to 
play 8..Jle7) 9 Axf6 gxf6 10 £sxf6+ 
^xf6 11 1 B f xf6 Hg8 12 J.b5+! 1-0 
J.Hector-N.Kirkegaard, Copenhagen 
2006. 

7 Wa4 d4 8 4id5 Ae7 9 £sxe7 Wxe7 10 
f4l? 



Risky, even though White has the 
bishop pair and the move disrupts 
Black’s pawn centre, because it is actu¬ 
ally Black who is ahead in develop¬ 
ment, so opening the game may blow 
up on White! 

The more pmdent alternative 10 e3! 
dxe3 11 ±xe3 0-0 12 h3 gives White an 
edge due to his bishop paiT. 

10 .. . 0-011 fxe5 £sxe5 12 £if 3 

Or 12 Wxd4 Af5 13 £lf3 Sac 8 14 e4 
Wc7 15 c3 <£ixe4 16 #xe5 ’ffxeS 17 
£>xe 5 ^xg 5 with equality. 

12.. .£ic6?! 

Instead of this meek retreat, Black 
should focus on c2 with l2...Af5! 13 
£>xd4 A,g6 14 e3 ^eg4, which gives 
Black full compensation for the pawn. 


White must deal with problems on e3, 
f2 and c2. 

13 ^xd4 4^xd4 14 l f xd4 i.f5 15 icxf6 
gxf 6 16 e 4 ! 

Returning the pawn to catch up in 
development. 

16.. .6fd8 17 ®e3 fixdl+ 18 <4xdl #xe4 
19 Wxe4 lxe4 20 id3! Bd8 21 i-?e 2 
Axd3+ 22 cxd3 

White stands just a shade better in 
the rook ending because Black has 
more targets to defend. 

22.. .<4>g7?! 

He needed to take control over the 
c-file first with 22...Sc8! 23 4’d2 4f8. 

23 Bel Sd7 24 Bc5! 

The rook operates best on the fifth 
rank where it can harass both kingside 
and queenside. 

24.. .1g6 25 g4! b6 26 Sb5 Sd4 27 h3 
la4 28 a3 



28 ...Sa 5 ?! 

A bad practical decision. King and 
pawn endings are nightmares over the 
board and almost nobody plays them 
correctly. Indeed, Kasparov lost a simi¬ 
lar ending to Topalov in his final game 


67 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


before retirement. GM Larry Christian¬ 
sen and I were doing the commentary 
for Chess.FM that day. Larry said some¬ 
thing like: the king and pawn ending is 
probably a draw with computers play¬ 
ing, but here, Kasparov will mess 
things up and lose. And lose he did. 

Adamski should have followed 
Christiansen’s advice and kept rooks on 
the board. The drawing plan is then to 
try to force the undoubling with ...f5, 
beginning with 28..JSf4!. For example: 

a) 29 4e3 Sfl 30 d4 f5 31 fld5 fxg4 
32 hxg4 fibl 33 Hb5 Sgl 34 4f3 Sfl+ 
with a probable draw. 

b) 29 fid5 f5 30 4e3 Sfl 31 Sd6+ f6 
32 Sd7 fxg4 33 hxg4 a5 34 lb7 Sgl 35 
4f3 Sfl+ 36 4e2 Sgl 37 4f3 and it’s a 
draw. 

29 Sxa5 bxa5 30 4e3 f5 31 4f4 fxg4 32 
hxg4 4f6 33 a4 h 6 ? 

This benign-looking move loses. 
Black must play with mathematical 
precision to score the half-point: 

33.. .4e6! draws after 34 4e4 f6 35 d4 
4d6 36 4f5 4d5 37 4xf6 4xd4 38 4g7 
4e3! 39 4xh7 4f4 40 4g6 4xg4 41 
4f6 4f4 42 4e6 4e4 43 4d6 4d4 44 
4c6 <4 >c 4 45 4b 7 4b4 46 4xa7 4xa4 
47 4b6. 

34 d4 ; e 6 35 4e4 4d6 36 ds! 

The winning move. Essentially 
White is up a pawn, since his g-pawn 
holds back both Black kingside pawns. 
Instead, 36 4f5? blows the win: 

36.. .4d5 37 4f6 4xd4 38 4xf7 4e5l 39 
4g6 4f4 40 4h5 a6 41 b3 4f3 42 4h4 
4f4 draws. 



36...f6 

36...4d7 won’t save Black either: 37 
4e5 4e7 38 d6+ 4d7 39 4d5 f6 40 4c5 
f5 41 gxf5 h 5 42 f6 4e6 43 4c6. 

37 4d4 a 6 38 b3! 



Zugzwang! 

38.. .4d7 39 4c5 f5 40 gxf5 h5 414d4! 

Refusing to make it a race. 

41.. .h4 42 4e4 h3 43 4f3 1-0 

Of course, 43-4d6 is met by 44 f6 
and Black can't touch the pawns. 

Summary 

5 O-O-Ol? allows Black to kick the white 
queen around similar to a Centre- 
Counter with colours reversed. 5 £sf3l, 
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as in the next game, may be a better try 
foT an advantage for White against an 
early ...c5. 

Game 25 

J.Hammer-M.Menacher 

Balatonlelle 2005 

1 d4 d5 2 i..g5 ®d7 3 £sc3 ^gf6 4 fd3 
C5 5 £tf3! 

More accurate than castling as Va- 
ganian did in the previous game. White 
sensibly takes control over e5 before 
castling. 



5.. .cxd4 6 1 § f xd4 e6 7 e4! 

White got nothing after 7 Axf 6 
£sxf6 8 0 - 0-0 1 S r b 6 9 e4 #xd4 10 ±b5+ 
%3d7 11 £sxd4 dxe4 12 <£ixe4 a 6 13 Ae2 
£)c5 14 Af3 £ixe4 15 Axe4 ile7 16 f4 
when White’s space and Black’s bishop 
pair balance each other out, F.Stross- 
J.Zawadzka, Pardubice 2006. 

7.. .J.C5 8 #a4 0-0 

After the passive 8...dxe4?! 9 £}xe4 
ke7 10 Jtxf6! gxf6 ll 0-0-0 White has 
three advantages: 


1. A lead in development; 

2. A safer king; and 

3. The faster attack in case Black 
castles kingside. 

9 exd5 ±xf 2 +?? 

I am not sure what brought this on 
other than a gross overestimation of 
his attacking potential. The sac is un¬ 
sound. 

Black should play 9-Mh6 10 0-0-0 
±xf2 11 dxe6! fxe6 (Black’s queen is 
vulnerable in the open centre and gets 
kicked around afteT ll.-.'tfxeS) 12 jLc4 
£sc 5 13 'tfbs (all endgames favour 
White due to the weakness of the e6 
isolani) 13...®fe4 14 Wxb6 axb6 15 
£}xe4 <£sxe4 16 Shfl J.C5 17 i’bl h 6 18 
Acl £>d6 19 ±b3 £tf5 20 Sdel and e6 
eventually fell in C.Lakdawala- 
S.Khader, Internet blitz 2010. 

Instead, after 9~.exd5 10 0-0-0 £ib6 
11 Wi4 &e7 12 Ad3 h6 (I2...g6? 13 
fihel Ae6 14 <£id4 is even worse for 
Black) 13 iuh6 gxh6 14 Wxh6 fd6. 
Maybe Black survives, but I wouldn’t 
bet on it. 

10 < S>xf 2 #b 6 + 11 ®d4 

Of course, not 11 &g3?? 1 i r xb2 re¬ 
gaining the piece. 

11.. .1 r xb 2 12 Bel e5 13 fd 2 

And here not 13 £>xe5?? <^xe5 14 
Sxe5 ®g4+. 

13.. .®g 4 + 14 ‘A’gl f 5 15 h3 Wb6+ 16 

i.e3 £sxe3 17 fce3 ®c7 

Black imagines he has some com¬ 
pensation for his piece. 

18 <£sxe5! 

Dispelling the delusion. White has 
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tactics to circumvent the coming pin. 



I8...2e8 19 d6! #xd6 20 1x4+ 4*8 21 


^b5! 

Offering Black a choice of how he 
wants to lose. 

2l...#b4 

21...1 r xe5 22 1^3+ #05+ 23 #xc5+ 
<S^xc5 24 2xe8+ i’xeS 25 <^c7+ wins a 
rook. 

22 £}g6+! 1-0 

Summary 

5 4tf3! takes control over the e5-square 
and gives White a better version than 
Vaganian got last game. 
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Chapter Three 

The Veresov: 
Other Defences 


ld4 2 £k3 d5 3 i-g5 



In this chapter we deal with third- 
move alternatives to 3...®bd7, covered 
in the first two chapters: 

a) 3...J.f5 is Black’s most common 
response in this chapter. Here we have 
a choice of starting an argument in the 
centre with the sham sac 4 f3 £sbd7 5 
£}xd5!?, which leads to complications 
favouring the more booked-up player 
(you!), or you can try the 5 ®d2 lines, 
planning on castling queenside and 


blasting open the centre with e4. 

b) With 3...C5 Black allows a Queen’s 
Gambit Chigorin a move down. Your 
extra move may radically alter the as¬ 
sessment in such a sharp line. You have 
the choice between a shady gambit 4 
±xf6 gxf6 5 e4l?, as played in Veresov- 
Smolianow, or the sounder 5 e3 lines, 
where you play in typical Chigorin fash¬ 
ion, often giving up both your bishops 
for your opponents’ knights. The result¬ 
ing positions are strangely favourable 
for your knights, although this proba¬ 
bly won’t be apparent to your oppo¬ 
nents. 

c) After 3-..c6 the simplest is to play 
4 Vd3 and give Black a chance to 
transpose to Chapter Two. Our cover¬ 
age also features a couple of inde¬ 
pendent lines. 

d) 3...g6?! sees Black go Griinfeld 
style, and you get a revved-up Barry 
Attack with the simple plan: f3, Wd2, 
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0-0-0, jk.h6 and mate! In the normal 
Barry Attack, White’s knight sits on fB, 
which he must then move to e5, and 
only then play f3. Here you get a faster 
version. 

e) 3...h6?! sees Black giving you a 
free move to have you take on f6 which 
is pure charity on his part! 

Came 26 

C.Lakdawala-M.Lozano 

San Diego (rapid) 2010 

1 d4 £\f6 2 £|C3 d5 3 J.g5 ±f5 4 f3 
Playing it in pure Veresov style. 



The prescribed Veresov game plan: 
force e4! or die trying. I prefer this plan 
to the TTompowsky idea of chopping on 
f6. That knight on c3 just looks slightly 
misplaced in these lines, but 4 Jtxf6 is 
still fully playable: 

a) 4...gxf6 5 e3 e6 6 Ad3 i.g6 7 f4! 
(Nice; White gets a Stonewall Dutch 
set-up, minus his bad bishop) 7...C5? 
(like it or not he should play 7...f5!) 8 f5! 
exf5 9 ^3 and Black's game was a 


mess in K.Chernyshov-R.Ovetchkin, 
Smolensk 2000. Indeed, his tripled f- 
pawns are an eyesore and White is 
miles ahead in development. Moreover, 
White has an open f-file for his rooks 
and his e3-pawn is not as weak as. it 
looks, being protected easily. 

b) 4-.exf6 5 e3 c6 6 Jld3 Axd3 
(6...Ag6 7 h4! eventually forces Black to 
swap on d3) 7 lh<d3 £>a6 8 a3 JLd6 9 
e4! dxe4 10 £ixe4 #a5+ 11 c3 J.e7 12 
£)f3 0-0 13 0-0 and White’s healthy 
queenside pawn majority gives him an 
edge, A.Suetin-B.Toth, Kecskemet 1972. 
From this point on, every trade favours 
White since he wins all king and pawn 
endings. 

We'll return to and explore these 
Trompowsky-like lines in more detail in 
Chapter Seven. 

4...®bd7 

Black has a very aggressive option in 
4-.C5: 



a) After 5 dxc5! d4 6 e4 dxc3 7 
#xd8+ 'A’xdS 8 exf5 cxb2 9 flbl ^hbd .7 
10 J.c4 g6 11 fxg6 fxg6 White stood 
better in T.Bromann-P.Bombek, Frydek 
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Mistek 2006, due to the bishop pair, his 
superior development and because he 
has chances to make something of 
Black’s insecure king position. 

b) However, after 5 e4?! cxd4l 
(5...dxe4 6 d5 is a reversed Albin 
Counter-Gambit) 6 'i r xd4 £ic 6 7 Ab5 
dxe4 8 Jlxf6 exf6 9 WxdSr- Hxd8 10 
fxe4 Ag6 11 ®ge2 Ad6 Black stood 
better in E.Mozes-I.Lorincz, Hungarian 
League 2002, with the bishop pair and 
control over e5, and because White’s 
pawn on e4 may later turn into a tar¬ 
get. 

Tossing in 4...h6 may again do more 
harm than good: 5 Jth4 c5 6 dxc5! d4 7 
e4 dxc3 8 #xd8+ 4xd8 9 exf5 cxb2 10 
Sbl <?3bd7 11 c6 bxc6 12 flxb2 and in 
C.Lakdawala-I.Goncalves, Internet blitz 
2010, Black had to deal with the follow¬ 
ing problems: White’s bishop pair, his 
tangled development and his insecure 
king. 

5 ^xd5l? 

This is mainly played for shock 
value. 

5...£}xd5 6 e4f6!? 

This move threw me! The idea is to 
unpin his e-pawn and bolster ...e5, 
which frees his position. 

Instead, 6..Jlxe4? is not a good de¬ 
cision to hand over the centre and 
bishop pair. Indeed, after 7 fxe4 £}5b6 
8 4M3, as in D.MacDonald-S.Rix, Hast¬ 
ings 1991/92, the opening has been a 
disaster for Black: 

1 . White owns the bishop pair; 

2. White controls the centre; and 


3. He has the f-file for a ready-to- 
order attack. 

Next game we examine 6...h6! 
which may be Black’s best prescription 
in the position. 



7Ah4 

7 Acl ±e6 8 exd5 J.xd5 9 ±d3 e5 
10 c4 if 7 11 d5 Ad6 12 jte3 <£ic5 13 
±c2 a5 14 &e2 c 6 15 h4 b5 16 b3 a4i? 
17 b4! £sa6 18 c5 J.b8 19 d6 £ixb4 20 
jle4 gives White full compensation for 
the pawn, E.Hrosevitha-Xiao Cheng, 
Internet blitz 2005. 

7.. .±e6 

Also playable is 7...£te3 8 We2 4:\xfl 

9 exf5 £sxh 2 10 Ixh 2 £\b6 11 c3 WdS 

12 ®e4 g6 13 g4! h5 14 ±g3 Ig8 15 
fxg 6 #xe 4 + 16 fxe 4 Sxg6 17 ttxh5 
Sxg 4 18 4f2! when White is ready to 
play 4f3 with advantage, as 

18.. .1xe4?? fails to 19 4f3 Se6 20 d5- 
8 exd5 Axd5 9 i.g3 

Discouraging ...e5. I didn’t like 
White’s position in the lines 9 £ie2 e5 

10 %3c3 Ab4 11 a3 Jb<c3+ 12 bxc3 We7 

13 i.e2, and 9 c4 i.f7 10 f4?l e5l 11 
fxe5 Ab4+ 12 4f2 g5! when, suddenly, 
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White’s king is in danger and he looks 
overextended. 

9.. .e5! 

Alas! He doesn’t get bluffed out of 
playing ...e5. 

10 ®e 2 c6 11 dxe5 £ixe5 12 £sc3 Ab4 
13 fd4! 

Hitting e5 and b4, while preventing 
...jb<c3+. 

13.. .Ve7 14 0 - 0-0 



14...i.xc3 

Handing over the bishop pair. Black 
falls short of equality in other lines.- 

a) 14...i.f7 15 £>e4 0-0 16 a3 ±a5 17 
J.xe5 fxe5 18 Wc5 tt'xcS 19 £\xc5 b5 20 
Ad3 when White has several pluses: 

1. He will occupy the hole on e4 
with either bishop or knight; 

2. Both the c6- and e5-pawns are 
targets; and 

3. Black must try and exchange his 
light-squared bishop for White’s knight 
to try and draw an opposite-coloured 
bishop ending. 

b) I wasn’t so sure about the line 
14.-0-0-01? 15 Vxa7 &xc3 16 bxc3 
Ihe8 17 C4! J.f7 18 Ixd8+ Ixd8 19 


JLe2, but at least White has a shaky 
extra pawn and the bishop pair to com¬ 
fort him. 

15 Vxc3 0-0-0 

15...ibca2?? loses on the spot to 16 
f4 £>g4 17 fiel Ae6 18 f5. 

16 Axe5 fxe5 17 Ad3 e4! 

Aggressive defence. In late middle- 

games and endings it is critical for the 
defending side to stay active, even at 
the cost of material. Black liquidates 
his sickly e5-pawn away with a sacri¬ 
fice. He should generate enough activ¬ 
ity in the major piece ending to hold 
the game. 

My opponent also considered and 
then correctly rejected the line 

17 .. Jb<a 2 ? 18 b3 Wa3+ 19 1^2 #a5 20 
Ihel Ihe8 21 Se4b5 22 Ixe5. . 

The critical alternative is 17 ..She8 
18 Hhel (l8 ±xh7?? g6! traps the 
bishop) lS-.^bS 19 Se2 and White be¬ 
gins to pile up on the e-pawn. However, 
Black has only one weakness to nurse 
and has chances to hold the draw. 
Winning isn’t mission impossible, but 
it may be mission really, really hard! 
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18 fxe4 i„xe4 19 l.xe4 i f xe4 20 Wxg7 
We3+ 

Or 20 ...Shg 8 21 Sxd 8 + Sxd 8 22 b3 
and it isn’t easy to convert. 

21 4bl We2 22 Bdel tfhs 23 %3 

Shg8?! 

After 23-.Bd2! 24 b3 #96 25 ®c3 
Sbd 8 26 g3 Black’s rooks maximize 
tbeir activity and it may be difficult for 
White to win. 

241W2 Wg5? 

This trade is a bad deal foT Black, 
who weakens his king position. Better 
to play 24-.a6. 

25 Wxa7 Wxg2 26 b3 



White is up a pawn and has the 
safer king. 

26 ..Mgl 

26 ... 1 d 2 ?? 27 Bhgl drops a rook and 
would be a dumb way to lose. 

27 Bhgl ®f7 28 Sgfl #C7 29 Wa8+ 
#b8 30 #xb8+ 4xb8 31 Bf7! 

This move looks like a no-brainer, 
but I used up most of my time calculat¬ 
ing what happens when he takes my 
seventh rank. 

3l...fig2 32 See7 



White doubles first on the seventh 
rank. 

32...Sdd2? 

My opponent was down to about 12 
seconds with a 5-second time-delay. 
The variation I calculated on my 32nd 
move was 32...Sdl+ 33 4b2 Hdd2 34 
fixb7+ *a8 35 Ibe7 Bxc2+ 36 *bl! 
Bb2+ 37 4cl Bgc2+ 38 4dl Id2+ 39 
4el (the point; he has exhausted his 
bullying checks) 39-Sd8 40 fla7+ 4b8 
41 fifb7+ 4c8 42 Sxh7 winning. 

33 Sxb7+ 4a8 34 la7+ 4b8 35 Sfb7+ 
^c8 36 Ixh7 1-0 

Summary 

Black’s odd but fully playable 6th move 
is an example of the rich possibilities 
for both sides in the 5 ^xd5 line. 

Came 27 

C.Lakdawala-B.Baker 

San Diego (rapid) 2010 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £k3 d5 3 Ag5 ilf5 4 f3 £sbd7 
5 £sxd5 £)xd5 6 e4 h6 7 1M! g5l? 
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7...^e3 also leads to tricky play after 
8 1^3 -£>xfl 9 exf5 £)c5 10 #03 £>a4 11 
1 i f b3 4^b6 (after ll...'tfxd4 12 J,f2 WeS+ 
13 £Je2 £>b6 14 Sxfl 1^5 15 0-0-0 
White’s development lead compen¬ 
sates for the missing pawn) 12 <£se2, as 
in T.Bromann-R.Pruijssers, Kemer 2007. 

7...g5!? 8 Jlf2 e6! 



A bidden and cunning idea. White 
must watch out for ...J,b4+. 

Instead, after 8...±e6 9 exd5 AxdS 
10 c4 Ae6 11 d5 ±f5 12 Ad3 (12 ±d4 
to disrupt Black's castling may be a su¬ 
perior option) 12...J.xd3 13 #'xd3 M, g7 
14 JLd4 <£sf6 15 <£>e2 Wd6 16 0-0 0-0 17 
?hg3 an attack is in the works for 
White, H.Heimsoth-M.EH, Internet blitz 
2004. 

9 exf5l? 

The only real try for an advantage. If 
you play 9 exf5l? be sure your life in¬ 
surance policy is up to date! White’s 
king gets bounced around in the centre 
and the positions are certainly not to 
everyone’s taste. 

If you don’t like what is coming you 
can play the far safer (and more 


drawisb) line 9 exd 5 exd 5 10 Ad 3 
when White’s only prayer for an advan¬ 
tage is the possible exploitation of the 
weakened f 5 -square: 10 ... 1 § r e 7 +?! 
(handing White a tempo; honestly, af¬ 
ter 10...!%! I don’t think White has 
anything, as Black will castle queenside 
with complete equality) 11 £)e 2 Jtxd 3 
12 1 i r xd3 ^4+? (an absolute waste of 
time; better to castle, after which 
White has a small edge, since he later 
plays £}g3, taking control over f 5 ) 13 
£ic 3 <£)b6?! 14 0-0 0-0-0 15 a4! and 
White is the only one doing the attack¬ 
ing, M.Keller-T.Martin, German League 
1996. 

9.. .1.b4+! 

Oops, I forgot about this trick. Bruce 
had prepared this huge improvement 
over a game he had against my stu¬ 
dent, John Funderberg, the previous 
week. Unfortunately, he craved re¬ 
venge on Funderberg’s teacher! There 
Baker played the inferior 9 .exf5? when 
it was advantage White with the 
bishop pair and a healthy versus crip¬ 
pled majority. 

10 C3 

There is no turning back. It would 
be completely moronic to play 10 
< & , e2?? £}f4+ 11 ‘A’e3 c5! and White’s 
chances of survival are slim to none. 

10.. .<£ixc3! 

The point of 8...e6l. 

11 bxc3 Jlxc3+ 12 <&e2 

To a lifelong London and Colie Sys¬ 
tem player, such positions are rough on 
the nervous system! To say I was 
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alarmed would be understating the 
facts. I was fully aware that my oppo¬ 
nent was comforted by the knowledge 
that he had looked at this position at 
home with the help of computers. I, on 
the other hand, was left groping in the 
dark in this totally irrational position. 



12..JLxal 

Logical to equalize the material 
deficit. As in J.Smid-LSmejkal, Svetla 
nad Sazavou 1998, Black can also try 
the riskier 12...exf5l? 13 Scl Aa5 14 
±.el i.b6 15 &f2 Wlf6 16 ®e2 0-0-0 
when he has full compensation for the 
piece: 

1. An attack, with the possibility of 
opening the centre even more with a 
future ...c5; 

2. White’s d-pawn is in danger; and 

3. White’s pieces are jammed on the 
kingside. 

13 Wxal 

Correctly rejecting avarice with 13 
fxe6? which picks up an extra pawn, 
but also hands over another tempo to 
Black: 13...1 r e7 14 ®xal 0-0-0 15 *d2 
1txe6 16 i.d3 £>e5i and the knight 


can’t be touched since after 17 dxe5 
#c 4 l 18 #c 3 Bxd3+ 19 WxdS Bd8 20 
ttxd8+ 'i'xdS 21 £ie2 Wxa2+ Black’s 
three connected passed pawns on the 
queenside are too much for White’s 
scattered forces, who are without obvi¬ 
ous targets. 

I3...exf5 


A critical point in the game. The big 
decision: where to put my king? The 
choices are f2 or out in the wide open 
prairie on d2. Intuitively, f2 looks like 
the only choice, but having put the po¬ 
sition on computers, it seems d2 was 
the better bet! The longer I play chess, 
the less I seem to understand its 
depths! 

14 Ae3? 

Natural and weak. White loses a lot 
of time with this bishop to stow his 
king away to f2. I should play 14 fei2! 
when the king seeks shelter in no- 
man’s land! Now Black has a critical 
choice: 

a) l4...Wf6?! (a superficial move 
which plans queenside castling) 15 
#el+! fe8 16 &d3 ^g7 17 £ie2 and 
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Black’s king march has lost time, mean¬ 
ing White stands better. Indeed, Black 
will have to think twice before opening 
the game with ...c5 since his queen and 
king are caught on the al-h8 diagonal. 
If White’s bishop is given access to this 
diagonal Black will be in big trouble. 
Moreover, f5 is weak and White may 
hit with ®g3 ot #bl, while his king is 
annoyingly safe in the middle of the 
board. 

b) 14...0-0! 15 ±d3 c5 16 £ie2 #a5+ 
17 # 03 ! #xa2+ 18 ±.c2 cxd4 19 £)xd4 
flac8 20 Hal! #d5 21 #d3 and al¬ 
though Black has a rook and three 
pawns for two bishops, I still prefer 
White, as Black's pawns hang on f5 and 
a7, while Black’s king is actually in 
greater danger than White’s, which 
once again feels comfortable in the 
middle of an open board. Moreover, if 
the queens come off, White will be all 
right. Black can't hang on to all his 
pawns and White’s pieces are re¬ 
markably active. 

14...#e7 15 *f2 0-0-0 16 Ad3 2he8 17 
id 



Played for three reasons: 

1. It covers e3; 

2. On cl, the queen fights for con¬ 
trol of the c5-square which is impor¬ 
tant since Black’s main game-opening 
break is ...c5; and 

3. If Black manages to engineer ...c5 
then White has #a3l tricks pinning the 
c5-pawn and also targeting a7. 

17.. .f4 18 ±d2 <A>b8?! 

My opponent once again refuses to 
trade the knight for my d3-bishop with 

18.. .£>e5l 19 #c3 £sxd3+ 20 #xd3 #e6! 
21 a3 c5 22 £ie 2 4>b8 23 Ed cxd4 24 
<£)xd4 #d5 25 Sc4!. White hangs on for 
the moment, but still Black is for choice 
as White must untangle from the cen¬ 
tral pin and also watch out for a slow 
advance on the kingside. 

19 £ie2 #d6?! 

Black experiences difficulties com¬ 
ing up with an attacking plan and be¬ 
gins to drift. After I9...^e5! 20 #bl 
£ixd3+ 21 #xd3 c5 22 Bel cxd4 23 
<£>xd4 #e5 24 1x3 #d5 25 #d 2 I would 
rather have Black. 

20 Sdl c5?l 

Mistimed. I sensed that Baker under¬ 
estimated the danger to his own king: 

a) 20...<£>e5?l 21 jtb5 a6 22 ±b4! 
#xb4 23 lxe8 &xf3 24 i,xf7 £\xd4 25 
#C4 Wxc4 26 lxc4 wasn’t ideal either. 

b) However, the game remains un¬ 
clear after 20...4ib6!. 

2l#a3! 

White’s pieces come to life and the 
open b-file becomes a big concern for 
Black. 
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2 1.. Me 6 22 Ibi 

White must be careful: 22 dxc5?? 
4 }xc 5 leaves his central pieces tripping 
oveT themselves. 

22.. .£}b6? 

I’m not sure what my opponent had 
in mind with this blunder/miscal¬ 
culation, but the initiative has swung 
to White after the superior 22...'§ f d5 23 
<Afl cxd4 24 Sb5 Wc6 25 £sxd4 or 

22.. .cxd4 23 ^Xd4 #d5 24 ic3- 

23 dxc5 £id7?? 

A time-pressure blunder. I have the 
feeling my opponent originally 
planned 23...£lc4?? and then saw 24 
Wb3 with the double attack on b7 and 
the knight winning on the spot. 

He had to try 23-l r e7 24 &fl. 

24 i.e4 

Ganging up on b7. 

24—b6 

This allows deadly infiltration on c6. 

25 £sd41-0 

Summary 

6.. .e6! is a hidden but powerful idea foT 
Black against the 5 £ixd5 line. White 


can chicken out and take the knight on 
d5 with an equal position. If you take 
his bishop on f5 all hell breaks loose 
after 7..Jk,b4+!. Readers with heart con¬ 
ditions are advised against playing this 
way without first consulting their car¬ 
diologists! 

Came 28 
J.Hector-A.Fridh 

Swedish Championship, 
Malmo 1986 

1 <Sk3 d5 2 d4 3 Ag5 ±f5 4 f3 
£sbd7 5 #d 2 h6 6 Ah4 e6 7 e3! 



Wisely showing restraint. One of the 
key skills a Veresover must develop is to 
know when to play e4 and when to 
hold back. 

Here 7 e4?! is a bad idea: 7-.dxe4 8 
Jk.c4 JLe7 (8...M>4! leaves White with a 
rotten version of the Blackmar-Diemer 
Gambit) 9 0-0-0 £ib6 10 i,b3 exf3 11 
<SM3 £>e4 and White had little to show 
foT the pawn, M.Skliba-P.Herejk, Na- 
chod 1999. 


79 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


7...C6 8 £)ge2 ±e7 9 Af2! 

Cagey play. The bishop lurks in dark 
corners behind the central pawns and 
fulfils two purposes: 

1. It avoids simplification tricks 
based on Black playing ...£>e4 in the 
future. 

2. It stalls castling and so doesn’t re¬ 
veal to Black the king’s address too 
soon, whereas 9 O-O-O?! bs would allow 
Black to begin an attack immediately. 
9«.b5 10 g4 J.h7 11 £sg3 ^b6 12 h4? 

White’s game sours after this move. 
He should keep the knight out with 12 
b3l with the plan of walking his king to 
g2 and then attacking with h4. 



12.. .b4? 

It was time to jump in with 

12.. .£sc 4! 13 Jb<c4 bxc4 14 g5 hxg5 15 
hxg5 £>d7 when Black has several ad¬ 
vantages: 

1. He exerts pressure down the open 
b-file; 

2. He has the bishop pair and con¬ 
trol of the light squares; 

3. White's pawns are shaky and he 
has targets on g5 and b2; 


4. White's king is a source for con¬ 
cern: it will not be safe to castle queen- 
side with Black owning the b-file, but 
keeping the king in the centre won’t be 
comfortable either; and 

5. White won't be able to make any¬ 
thing of the pinned bishop on h7. 

13 £idl £>fd7 14 ^h5 g6 

There is no reason to block the 
bishop. I don’t believe White is in a po¬ 
sition to mount a serious offensive if 
Black plunges in with 14-.0-0! when he 
is ready to blast open the centre with 
...e5 and/or ...c5. If White castles queen- 
side then Black looks faster. 

15 £sf4 e5! 16 <£ig 2 Wc7 17 b3 a5 

He should take advantage of 
White’s clumsy and undeveloped situa¬ 
tion by picking a fight in the centre 
with 17...C5!. 

18 J.g3 Ad6 19 <$}f2 0-0-0? 

There was no reason to give White a 
clear target. Once again the confronta¬ 
tional 19...c5! leaves White struggling. 

20 a3! 



Wasting no time prising open lines. 

20...exd4 
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After 20...bxa3 21 #xa5 She8 22 
Aa6+ «&>b8 23 0-0 g5 24 &d3 White is 
back in business. 

21 J.xd6 tod6 

Avoiding 21...dxe3?? 22 jk,a6+. 

22 exd4 %3? 

Big deal. The queen gets the boot 
immediately. 

23 fih3 Wd6 24 axb4 axb4 25 4^d3 
White’s position has improved 

dramatically: 

1. He has the safer king; 

2. Black’s pawn on b4 is weak and 
hanging; 

3. The c5-square is tender; and 
4- Black’s bishop is buried on h7. 

25.. .C5?! 

Understandable, but this just makes 
matters worse. 

26 4>dl?! 

Missing 26 Ba5! cxd4 27 £>xb4 and 
Black won’t survive much longer. 

26.. .Wf6 27 ®f4! 



The endgame is clearly in White’s 
favour. 

27...'txf4 28 *$jgxf4 g5 29 dxc5! ftxc5 
If 29...gxf4 30 cxb6 ±xd3 31 J.xd3 


<£sxb6 32 fia7 and 32...Sd7?? walks into 
33 Af5. 

30 £ixc5 gxf4 31 Sa7 Sd6 32 Aa6+ *b8 
33 flb7+ *a8 34 Sxf7 i.g6 35 Sxf4 d4 
36 id2 2hd8 37 Shi ;sa7 38 Sal 



Black can resign. He is down two 
pawns with his king still under fire. 

38.. .£>d5 39 ±d3+ 4b6 40 £ia4+ 4>c7 
41 Sxd4 

Make that three pawns. 

41.. .1.xd3 42 cxd3 Sf6 43 Scl+ *d6 44 
^b6 4>e5 45 Se4+ *d6 46 ^xd5 *xd5 
47 Scc4 fia8 48 Sed4+ *e6 49 Hc6+ 1-0 

Summary 

Remember, you can’t always force e4 in 
every single Veresov. It’s like that song: 
You got to know when to hold ’em, 
know when to fold ’em! 

Came 29 

M.Khachian-A.Strikovic 

Cannes 1996 

1 d4 £)f6 2 the 3 d5 3 i.g5 Af5 4 f3 
Ag6!? 
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Keeping clear of all £ixd5 tricks. 

Instead, 4-^c6!? shows that people 
make up all kinds of strange things 
when facing the Veresov. Black’s idea 
may be ...4ib4, but it’s too crude and 
shouldn’t bother White at all: 5 e3?! 
(better is 5 ®d2! intending to meet 

5...£lb4? with 6 e4l) 5...£ib4 6 Bel e6?l 
(he should play 6...C5!) 7 a3 £>c6 8 e4 
dxe4 9 fxe4 and Black must give up a 
piece since after g..Jlg4? (9-.Ag6 10 e5 
£ixd4 11 exf6 gxf6 12 ik,e3 is also insuf¬ 
ficient, but at least he gets two pawns 
for the piece in this one) 10 J,xf6 Wxf6 
11 Wxg4 4}xd4 12 £\ge2 he could re¬ 
sign, V.Pokhlebkin-M.Bespalov, Nizhnij 
Novgorod 2008. 



5 I'd2 £sbd7 6 0-0-0 e6 7 £ih3! 

This move highlights a possible de¬ 
fect of 4..~&g6.7 £)h3! is a dual purpose 
move which gets ready to harass the 
bishop with ®f4- Also, the knight may 
go to f2 to prepare e4. 

7...£e7 

Black’s options: 

a) 7-..iLb4l? 8 a3 ±a5 9 £\f4 0-0 10 
h4 h6 11 4ixg6 fxg6 12 jte3 £>b6 13 


Wd3 £>c4 14 g4 f d 6 15 Ah3 £id7 16 g5 
with a very sharp position. 

b) 7 -.h6! 8 J,h4 Ab4 9 a3 ±a5 10 
4}f4 ±,h7 11 £ih5 0-0 12 e3 <£>e4 13 
jtxd8 £sxd2 14 *xd2 Baxd8 15 b4 Ab6 
16 ±d3 is equal. Black’s bishop pair 
doesn’t mean much in this blocked po¬ 
sition. 

8 <5^8? 

After 8...<£}h5l 9 iLxe7 ®xe7 10 
®xh5 Jlxh5 11 h4 h6 12 e4 dxe4 13 g4 
±g6 14 fxe4 0-0-0 White owns extra 
territory but Black has managed to 
complete development, with a solid 
position. 

9 Axe7 <£sxe7 10 e4 c6 11 h4 h6 12 ±d3 
dxe4 

Not a desirable move, but stalling 
with 12...#c7? leads to trouble after 13 
exd5 cxd5 14 £sxg6 4ixg6 15 J.xg6 fxg6 
16 Bhel. 

Likewise, after 12...±h7?! 13 exd5 
cxd5 14 JLxh7 Bxh7 15 Bhel £if6 16 g4 
Black has problems, as his pieces are 
awkwardly posted, his king may soon 
come under attack and he must watch 
out for the undermining idea g5-g6!. 

13 £>xg6 £sxg6 14 4ixe4 #c7?! 

14.. ®e7! stops White’s next move 
but Black must still be very careful af¬ 
ter 15 h5 ^h416 g4 and then: 

a) I6...f5! 17 gxf5 £sxf5 18 Wf4 0-0 
19 ®c7 £>b6 20 Wxe7 £>xe7 21 £>c5 
Sxf3 22 ^xe6 and White stands better, 
as his bishop is the superior minor 
piece, he may generate pressure down 
the g-file and his h-pawn holds back 
both Black’s kingside pawns. 
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b) I6...&xf3? 17 Wf4 &g5 18 £>d6+ 
^f8 19 £\xb7 and Black is in bad shape. 

15 «b4! 



White has achieved a favourable 
Caro-Kann structure. 

15.. .0.0-0! 16 £>d6+ 4M 17 i.xg6 

The naive 17 £ixf7?? drops a piece 
to 17 ...W 4 +!. 

17.. .fxg6 18 fihel 

Black experiences difficulties de¬ 
fending his fragile and damaged 
pawns. 

18.. .£)b6 19 £>e4 #f4+ 20 *bl 4^d5 21 
W>3 fch4!? 

He may as well gamble since play¬ 
ing it safe leads to unending pressure 
on his e-pawn with 21...She8 22 4ic5 
W 7 23 Se4. 

22 4k5 b6 23 a4 a5? 

Black’s position can’t tolerate an¬ 
other weakness. 23...She8 24 a5 'A’cS 
looks bad, but had to be played. 

24 2xe6 *a7 

24-.'4 , c7 25 l f c4! bxc5 26 Wxc5 4>b8 
27 2xc6 fld7 28 Wb5+ Sb7 29 'tfxds 
wins. 

25 Sxc6! 



The life-span of Black’s king is com¬ 
ing to an end. 

25.. .1 r e7 

Or25...bxc5??26l f b5!. 

26 #b5! *a8 27 c4! 1-0 

Summary 

3.. .Af5 is played to prevent White from 
playing e4, yet in most of the games I 
have looked at, White still manages to 
force the move later in the game. 

Came 30 

S.Mamedyarov-P.Dukaczewski 

Bled Olympiad 2002 

1 d4 &f6 2 £\C3 ds 3 Ji.g5 l.f5 4 f3 c6 5 
#d2 <abd7 6 0-0-0!? 

Mamedyarov is not shy and castles 
into a possible storm. He banks on his 
superior development to keep his king 
safe. Even more radical would be to go 
Blackmar-Diemer style with 6 e4l?. One 
old game saw 6...dxe4 7 fes 8 
0-0-0 exf3 9 d5l and White’s rapid de¬ 
velopment gave him full compensation 
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for the pawn in S.Levitsky-A.Rubinstein, 
Vilnius 1912. 



6.. .h6 7 Ah4 Was 

If Black launches first with 7---b5?l 
he gets hit hard in the centre with 8 e4l 
dxe4 9 d5l b4 10 dxc6 bxc3 11 'ffxc3 
and Black is in deep trouble, his posi¬ 
tion resembling one of those Morphy 
versus NN blowouts, C.Brauer-A.Glaser, 
German League 2006. 

Otherwise, after 7...e6 8 Bel (8 e4? 
drops a pawn to 8...dxe4 9 fxe4 <£sxe4!) 

8.. .Ah 7 9 e4 £sxe4 10 fxe4 #xh4 11 
#d8 12 exd5 cxd5 13 £sxd5 Ad6 14 
A,d3 Axd3 15 tfxds 0-0 the position 
looks quite equal, but Black got 
crushed in just a few moves: 16 4ie3 
5c8 17 4>bl ±f4 18 g4 £)b6 19 £)g2l 
Ad6 20 g5 h5 21 g6 and White brnke 
through first, A.Kosteniuk-E.Korbut, 
Samara 2005 . 

8e4! 

Exploiting the queen’s position on 
a5 to force e4. 

8.. .dxe4 9 fxe4 Ah7 10 d5! 

The correct method of churning up 
trouble in the centre. Much weaker 


would be 10 e5?l £}d5 11 ^xd5 1 i r xd2+ 
12 fixd2 cxd5 giving Black a slightly 
favourable ending. 



10...g5 

He must play this move sooner or 
later to complete his kingside devel¬ 
opment. 

11 Ag3 



11.. .1.g7 

Maybe Black should exchange, hop¬ 
ing to generate play down the c-file: 

11.. .cxd5 12 exd5 Ag7 13 Ad3 Axd3 14 
Wxd3 Sc8 15 ^ge2, but I still prefer 
White here. Black must eventually cas¬ 
tle kingside and when he does, White 
prises him open fast with h4- Also, f5 
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would be a nasty perch for White’s 
knight. 

12 dxc6 bxc6 13 *£if3 0-0 

He loses material if he castles the 
other way with 13...0-0-0 14 J.C4 4ic5 
15 'Viel and then: 

a) 15...'i > b7 16 e5 £>fe4 17 £ixe4 
£\xe4 18 J.,xf7. 

b) 15...<£scxe4? (free pawn, right?) 16 
<5}xe4 <£ixe4 17 b4! (wrong!) l7...'S r a4 18 
Wb3! Wxb3 19 ±a6 mate. 

14 e5 4ie4l? 

Black insists on going down in a 
blaze of gloTy, but the sac is unsound. 
The miserable alternative is play a 
pawn down in the ending with 

14...&d5 15 £sxd5 #xd2+ 16 Ixd2 cxd5 
17 Sxd5 £fo6 18 fld4 lfd8. 

15 ®xe4 &xa2 16 £sc3 #al+ 17 £sbl 
Hab8 18 Wfc3 <£sc5! 

It looks like threats are mounting to 
White’s king. 

19 b4! 



Ending that dream. Queens come 
off, and also Black’s hopes of an attack. 

19...1 f xc3 20 £ixc3 flxb4 21 £>d4 fic8 
22 ±e 2 a5 23 Hhfl e6 24 ±h5 fic7 25 


^xc6!? 

Getting fancy. The simple 25 £ide2! 
consolidates. 

25.. .1C4! 

Mamedyarov probably counted on 

25.. .fixc6?? 26 Sd8+ ±f8 27 fixf7 &b3+ 
28 cxb3 Ixc3+ 29 <4d2 Bc 2 + 30 'A’dl 
and wins. 

26 Jtel £sd3+! 



An interference shot, which some¬ 
what resuscitates Black’s game. 

27 cxd3 34xc6 28 d4 fixc3+ 29 Jlxc3 
fixc3+ 30 <4>b2 Sc 2 + 31 &al Ag6?! 

Making it easy for White. He had to 
try 3l...±f5! 32 g4 fixh2 33 ficl Ad3 34 
Axf7+ 'A’hy 35 figl, although White 
should still take home the full point. 

32 Jk,xg6 fxg6 33 ficl fixd+ 

Now White wins easily. A better try 
would be to make it a race with 
33-fixg2 34 fic8+ <&>h7 35 fif7 g4, al¬ 
though after 36 flcc7 h5 37 fixg7+ Ati6 
38 fige7 Sxh2 39 Bxe6 g 3 40 3cc6 h4 
41 flxg6+ *h5 42 2g8 g2 43 Scg6 h3 
Black’s pawns are stymied and Rybka 
announces mate in 11 moves. 

34 fixcl Af8 35 fic6 4>f7 36 Ba6 I.b4 
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37 *b2 g4 38 *b3 g5 39 *c4 h5 40 d5 
exd5+ 41 4>xd5 h4 42 la7+ *g6 43 
i>e6 Ad2 44 *d7 h3 45 g3 Ab4 46 e6 
4*6 47 fixas! ±f8 48 Sal 1-0 

Summary 

You are rolling the dice if you play 5 
fd2 and 6 0-0-0!?. If you are a good 
attacker (and defender!) you may want 
to give this one a try. 

Game 31 

G.Veresov-Smolianow 

Minsk 1963 

1 d4 2 £ic3 d5 3 i.g5 c5 



Allowing any opening a move down 
is a dangerous path, and here Black 
agrees to a reversed Queen’s Gambit 
Chigorin. You may argue the Chigorin 
doesn’t have such a great reputation. 
True, but any sharp opening a full 
move up could change the assessment 
dramatically. 

4 Axf6 gxf6 5 e4?! 

The nuclear option! White reasons 


that his development lead means more 
than Black’s bishop paiT and blasts the 
game wide open. However, the objec¬ 
tive assessment of the move is '?!’ if 
Black manages to avoid the many land 
mines along the way. If you have a 
gambler's instinct and you are pretty 
sure your opponent won’t know the 
theory then let’s change the assess¬ 
ment of 5 e4 to '!?’. 

We will examine the more sober 5 
e3 in the next few games. 



5...dxe4 

Black fell dangerously behind in de¬ 
velopment after 5„.cxd4!? 6 Wx d4 dxe4 
7 #xd8+ 4xd8 8 0-0-0+ £sd7 9 £ixe4 
4c7 10 e6 11 £id4 a6 12 Ae2! (tar¬ 
get: f7) I2...b6 13 Ah5 and he never 
managed to shake the pressure, despite 
his bishop pair in an open position, 
l.lbTagimov-N.Sirigos, Peristeri 1993. 

6 dxc5! 

White should avoid playing in Albin 
Counter-Gambit style with 6 d5? f5 
(6...Wb6! also looks good for Black) 7 
Wh5 i.g7 8 £sge2 Wb6 9 0-0-0 Wh6+! 
when the queens come off and White is 
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simply down a pawn for nothing, 

M. Hebden-V.Milov, Isle of Man 1995. 

6...®a5?l 

Alternatively: 

a) 6...£}d7?! 7 A,c4 e6 8 £ixe4 ^.xc5 9 
*e2 f5?! (he probably should hang on 
to his bishop pair with 9...*a5+ 10 c3 
±e7) 10 &xc5 *35+ 11 c3 #xc5 12 4tf3 
Bg8 13 0-0 and in M.Nikolov-V.Petkov, 
Kavala 2007, White stood better for 
several reasons: he leads in develop¬ 
ment, the insecure black king is a cause 
for worry and White has inflicted some 
damage to Black’s pawn structure 
without compensation. 

b) It’s tempting to take queens off 
the board, but Black can't afford this 
luxury: 6...*xdl+? 7 Sxdl J.g7?? (a 
colossal error for a correspondence 
game; Black still has a difficult game 
after the correct 7-.^d7 8 <£}xe4 f5 9 
4^c3 e6 10 £ib5) 8 <2}d5 1-0 F.Schmitz- 

N. Berthelsen, correspondence 1990. 

c) If there is a refutation to 5 e4 it 
lies in 6...f5! 7 iLb5+ (I don’t believe 
White has full compensation after 7 
*xd8+ i’xdS 8 0-0-0+ £sd7) 7-Ad7 8 
£ige2 <£sc6 9 *d2 e6 10 0-0 Sg8 11 
Badl (perhaps White should resign 
himself to a materially equal but infe¬ 
rior ending with li *e3 *g5 12 *xg5 
Ixg5 13 £>a4) ll...±xc5 12 <£ia4 Ab4 
13 c3 JLf8 and it just doesn’t feel like 
enough compensation for the missing 
pawn. Perhaps, though, White has 
practical chances since he still leads in 
development and has the safer king, 
I.Miladinovic-S.Smagin, Montreal 2000. 


7 *h5 e6 8 0-0-0 



8...f5 

8...*xc5? drops a pawn to 9 ^xe4l 
*xh5 10 £lxf6+ i-e7 11 &xh5, 
l.lbragimov-H.Schut, Rochester 2001. 

9 J.b5+ ®c6 

Other moves lose: 

a) 9...^d7? 10 <Sih3! ±e7 11 4ig5 
J.xg5+ 12 *xg5 a6? 13 J.xd7+ J.xd7 14 
£ixe 4 H fxe4 15 Bxd7 ^xd7 16 c 6 + and 
the discovered attack wins the queen. 

b) 9...±d7? 10 ^h3! ±e7 

(lO..Jb<b5?? Il.£>g5 wins) 11 <^g5 
Axg5+ 12 *xg5 ik,c6 13 g4! yields a 
winning attack. 

10 g4! 
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Spearing Black’s snake-like central 
formation. An assessment: 

1. White is down a pawn; 

2. Black owns the centre; 

3. Black has the bishop pair; 

4. White is miles ahead in develop¬ 
ment; and 

5. Black’s king safety is a big worry 
for him. 

Conclusion: Black controls all the 
static advantages while White has de¬ 
velopment and the initiative. White 
must strike soon before Black catches 
up in development and consolidates. 

10.. .a6! 

The only move. Black must tread 
carefully. For example: 

a) 10 ...±d 7 ? 11 Sxd7! 'ixd7 12 
#xf7+ J.e7 13 4ige2 and Black will not 
survive the assault. 

b) 10...±,xc5? 11 gxf5 exf5 12 5^h3 
intending £ig5 and Black's king is 
caught in the centre once again. 

11 itxc6+ bxc6 12 gxf5 exf5 13 ^ge2 
tbccs! 

13...J.XC5?? loses to 14 £}xe4! and 
Black can’t recapture due to the queen 
check on e5. 

14 ^d4 Sb8 15 Shel 

Taking aim at e4. 

15.. .1-d7? 

Failing to take evasive measures to 
avoid the sac leads to a disaster for 
Black. He had to counterattack vigor¬ 
ously with 15...1 r b4! 16 £sb3 J,e6 17 f3 
e3 18 %5! JLe7 19 ttg7 Ef8 20 lxe3 
#f4 21 Hdd3 c5 22 ^e 2 #c7 23 ld 2 
when White stands better but Black is 


still in the game. 

16 4ute4! 



White strikes first. The position 
looks like it came out of a Najdorf Poi¬ 
soned Pawn variation. 

I6...fxe4 17 lxe4+ *d8 18 Wxf7 Ac8 
19 4^b5! 



Not very hard to see. The discovered 
attack ends resistance. 

19..Jth6+ 20 ‘i’bl Hxb5 21 Sxd7 Wh5 

21...WfS fails to 22 #66! <4^8 23 
#xc6 #c8 24 Wd6+ <4>a8 25 Hc7 win¬ 
ning. 

22 flc7+ 4>b8 23 Sb7+! 1-0 

Black has a choice between getting 
mated or dropping his queen. 
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Summary 

Black must cross a mine field to survive 
after 5 e4?!, but the line 5...dxe4 6 dxc5 
f5! is critical to its soundness. 


Game 32 

J.Hector-A.Evdokimov 

Helsingor 2008 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £sc3 d5 3 i g5 c5 4 i.xf6 
gxf6 

4...exf6?! doesn’t have a good repu¬ 
tation because it hands White an easy 
target of the d5-pawn: 5 e3 £ic6 6 
<S}ge2! (plan: g3, Jk.g2 and later £if4, 
hammering away at d5) 6...C4 7 a3 Wa.5 
8 g3 J.d6 9 ±g 2 e7 10 b4! cxb3 11 
cxb3 J.g4l? 12 b4 Wa6 13 <£sxd5 £sxd5 
14 J.xd5 0-0 15 f3 ±d7 16 4*2 didn't 
leave Black enough compensation for 
the pawn, A.Stefanova-I.Chelushkina, 
Turin Women’s Olympiad 2006. 

5 e3 

A safer and sounder alternative to 
its psychotic cousin 5 e4?!. 



5...£>c6 


Black can also clarify the central 
tension immediately. For example, 

5.. .cxd4 6 exd4 h5 (to prevent Hhs) 7 
1*3 e6 8 0-0-0 thc6 9 ^ge2 f5 10 4bl 
±g7 li h4 Wb6 12 #e3 4f8, as played 
in G.West-M.Ahn, Elista Olympiad 
1998. Now White should reroute his 
knight to d3, heading for greener pas¬ 
tures. After 13 £)a4! tfc7 14 ®c5 
White’s has several trumps: 

1. His knights, headed for e5 and 
possibly f4, look at least as good as 
Black’s bishops; 

2. Black’s h-pawn is a source of con¬ 
cern; 

3. Black’s king looks more vulner¬ 
able than White’s; and 

4- If Black tries the cheapo 

14.. .^xd4??, he is the one cheapoed 
after 15 £}xd4 #xc5?? 16 4}xe6+. 

6 «h5 cxd4 

Black can also hold back on this ex¬ 
change: 6...e6 7 0-0-0!? Wa5 8 £}ge2 
±d7 9 4b 1 b5 10 <Stf4! (target: d5) 

10.. .b4 11 £icxd5 exd5 12 £ixd5 J.g7 13 
jtc4 0-0?! (he should have castled in 
the opposite direction, where White 
has compensation for the piece) 14 
J,d3 h6?? (he had to make a space for 
his king with 14-Bfd8) 15 ^xf6+! 1-0 
Bui Vinh-Dao Thien Hai, Hanoi 2009 . 

7 exd4 e6 

Foolish is 7..‘£>xd4? 8 0-0-0 e5 9 
£)f3! 1.C5 (9...£>xf3?? 10 Ab5+ J,d7 11 
fixd5 is crushing) 10 <£>xe5! and Black 
has a miserable position, V.Baci-A.Lo, 
correspondence 1999- 
8£if3! 
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A rare move, but a good one. Nor¬ 
mally White castles, which I consider 
inferior to the text: 8 0-0-0 Ab4 9 { hge2 
Ad7 10 g4 We7 11 Ag2 0-0-0 12 f4 £la5 
13 ld3 *b8 14 f5 Sc8 15 Ifl ®c4 16 
^6 Bhf8! 17 h4 'iaS 18 fxe6 fxe6 19 
Sdf3 Hc 7! 20 £>bl Ab5 21 Sxf6 Ifc8 
(there are too many black attackers 
around the white king) 22 c3 (22 Sxe6 
^xb2!) 22...&sxb2 23 Hxe6 Wd7 24 
4>xb2 ±xe2 25 Sxe2 W35! 26 Sc2 Af8+ 
0-1 O.Sagalchik-I.Krush, Seattle 2003. 
8...±b4?! 

Better to refrain from this pin. It 
turns out that exchanging on c3 isn’t 
much of a threat. 

9i.d3iLd7?! 

Others: 

a) 9..Ma5?! 10 0-0 Axc3 11 bxc3 
Wxc3 12 Wi4 f5 13 Hfel gives White 
more than enough compensation for 
the pawn. 

b) 9-.f5! 10 0-0 1 r f6 11 ®e2 Ad7 
and White gains time with c3, but at 
least Black gets to castle queenside. 

10 0-0 Axe3 11 bxc3 ®a5? 

I would have been a much stronger 


player if I had not squandered a mis¬ 
spent youth reading Nimzowitsch! 
Black simply doesn't have the leisure of 
blockading c4. The kinetics of warfare 
require that he motorcade his king out 
of the centre as quickly as possible with 
ll...'S r e7 12 c4 dxc4 13 Axc4 0 - 0-0 14 
Sabi, but even here White’s attacking 
chances look quite promising. 

12 Sfel We7 

Black must be very careful to avoid 
immediate punishment: 

a) 12...Ac6?? 13 Bxe6+. 

b) 12...‘4f8? 13 IT 16 + &e7 14 £ih4 
Ac 6 15 #g 7 ! and the threat of £sf5+ 
wins a pawn since 15 ...fif 8 ?? is met by 
16 Hxe 6 +! ^xe6 17 Af 5 + 4^6 18 ^ 3 + 
< i > e 7 19 Sel mate. 

13 £ih4! 2g8? 

He is really asking for it, hanging 
around in the centre. It was high time 
for 13...0-0-0! 14 Wxd5 Wa3 15 Wh5 
Wxc3 16 Wxf7 Wxd4 17 £tf3 Wc3 18 
flabl. Still, White has the better pawn 
structure and possibly the superior at¬ 
tacking chances. 

14 Wxh7! 
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Black is in no position to launch an 
attack on the newly opened h-file. 

14.. .1T8 

Forced, as 14...0-0-0? 15 5^g6! We8 
(or lS... 1 ®^ 16 Wxf7 when White is two 
pawns up and menaces both #xf6 and 
also 4}e7+) 16 ®xg8! wins the ex¬ 
change. 

15 *f5 ®h 6 

After 15...1^7? 16 1T4 0-0-0 17 £rf5 
W8 18 £id6+ <4b8 19 <Sb5+! e5 20 
Sxe5l Hg4 21 WxfB all the tactics work 
for White. 

16 Wxd5 l r xh417WxaS kc6 18 d5! 

Well calculated. White avoids the 
trap 18 g3?? #xh2+l. 

1 8 .. .b 6 

Cutting off the queen’s connection 
to d5. It appears that Black’s attack is 
beginning to take shape, but it turns 
out that appearance is all there is. 

19 ®a 3 ! 



Black’s attack is, indeed, a mirage. 

19».Sxg2+? 

The main point of 18 d5l is the line 

19...&xd5?? 20 i.b5+ ^d8 21 #d6+ 
&c8 22 ±a6+ ±b7 23 Wc6+. 


Instead, 19...Wg5l puts up the most 
resistance after 20 J.e4 Axd5 21 Wa4+ 
<4>f8 22 Wb4+ *g7 (22...&e8 23 f4! Hi 5 
24 f5l and Black’s king is in great dan¬ 
ger) 23 Se3! Axe4 24 Sg3 when the 
shattered queenside pawns could give 
White some technical difficulties in 
converting. 

20 < A’xg2 jlxd5+ 21 &fl IT 13 + 22 4’e2 
#f3+ 23 *d 2 W4+ 24 Se3 fcf 2 + 25 
Se2 #f4+ 26 4>el 0-0-0 
Or 26...'STi4+ 27 flf2 and the checks are 
at an end. 

27 l , xa7! 

He is unafraid of ghosts. 

27.. .fig8 28 4a6+ *d8 29 tfxb6+ 

Very convenient. The queen covers 
gl. 

29.. .*d7 



30«e3!#d6 

30... , 'S r xe3 fails miserably to 31 2xe3 
2gl+ 32 i.fl Jig2 33 &f2. 

31 #a7+ 4>d8 32 fibl 1-0 

Summary 

8 £if3! planning to castle kingside is 
White’s best option in this line. 


91 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


Came 33 

J.Bosch-LFtacnik 

Hamburg 2009 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £ic 3 d5 3 Ag5 c5 4 Axf6 
gxf6 5 e3 4ic6 6 Whs cxd4 7 exd4 e6 8 
4bf3 Ad7! 

On any other move, White plays 
J,b5! and exchanges bishop for knight. 

9i=d3 

White is willing to allow Black both 
bishops and play in pure Chigorin style 
with a knight pair. 



9—f 5! 

This miracle of self-restraint shows 
a deep understanding of the position. 
Most players would plunge forward to 
get the bishop pair with 9...^b4?!, but 
this is exactly what White desires. Then 
10 0-0-0 Hc8 11 a3 and: 

a) Il...£ixd3+12 lxd3 i.g7 13 £>d2! 
and the rook on d3 serves two func¬ 
tions: it protects the king, by covering 
sacs and tactics on c3, and is ready to 
swing into action on the kingside or 
centre to go after Black’s king. 


b) ll...fixc3?l 12 bxc3 £>xd3+ 13 
cxd3 ita4 14 Sdel i.xa3+ 15 < i’d 2 0-0 
16 Sal We7 17 h4! and White has by 
far the more dangerous attack, with 18 
^g5l a serious threat and Sh3 is in the 
air. 

10 0 - 0 ! 

Bosch is a Veresov specialist and 
understands it deeply. His philosophy is 
castle kingside if you can. The queen- 
side can be a death trap on the open c- 
file. Surprisingly, it is difficult for Black 
to get anything going on the open g~ 
file. 

10.. .1 r f6 11 Sfel 0-0-0 12 ±b5! 

Nicely timed. 

12.. .1 f g6 

And not I2...£te7?? 13 ib<d7+ Sxd7 
14 £se5- 

13 IT 13 f6 

Again, 13...^e7?? 14 £>e5! wins the 
exchange. 

14 Jlxc6 bxc6 15 g3 tt'g4?! 

Or 15-f4 16 Wfl! 4>b7 17 Sadi! and 
then: 

a) 17...Wxc2? 18 Sd3! iaS 19 Ibl! 
Sb8 20 <£\el! traps the queen. 

b) 17...h5 18 <5}h4 #g4 19 £ia4 Bg 8 
20 < ATil when I actually prefer White, 
although this may be no more than the 
prejudice of a former OGD Chigorin 
player. Unclear would be a safe (non) 
assessment here. 

16 #fl!! 

A shocker! He reroutes the queen, 
which is the puppeteer behind the cur¬ 
tain, toward a6 and proves that the 
knight is perfectly safe on f3. 
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16.. .1.7 

After l6...''B r xf3? 17 Se3 '#g4 18 
Wa6+ 4>b8 19 £>xd5! exd5 20 Sb3+ *c7 

21 @a5+ *d6 (forced) 22 tfxd8 Ag7 23 
#a5 #xd4 24 Ub7 tbe beleaguered 
black king gets no rest. 

17 43a4! f4! 

It is understandable that Ftacnik 
hurries to begin his own attack rather 
than deal with the terrors involved in 

17.. .#xf3?! 18 Se3 Wg4 19 Hb3+ *c7 
20 Wa6 4>d6 21 ‘#xa7 *e7 22 Eb7 ‘S’eS 
23 £ib6 Wg7 24 ®a4! We7 25 4ixd7 
Sxd7 26 #xc6 «d6 27 #b5 fig8 28 lei 
and 29 Bb6! comes next. 

18 Badl! 

What nonchalance. White contin¬ 
ues to find ways to leave his knight 
hanging on f3! 

18.. .Hb8 

Okay, let’s have a look! l8... 1 B r xf3?! 

19 Sd3 WgA 20 Sb3+ <&c7 21 Wa6 4>d6 

22 ®xa7 &e7 23 Sb7 fxg3 24 hxg3 ±g7 
25 Wc5+ *68 26 £\b6 h5 27 1^6! J.f8 
28 £>xd7! I.xd6 29 ^xf6+ &f8 30 <£>xg4 
hxg4 31 Bxe6 leaves Black fighting for 
the draw. 


19 ld3 

Finally condescending to defend the 
knight, which has been hanging for 
three straight moves. 

19...i,d6 20 Hb3+ *a8 21 ®d3 fxg3 22 
hxg3 fihg8 23 Be3 



23...fixb3 

Alternatively: 

a) 23...Axg3l? isn’t a knockout: 24 
fxg3 Wxq3+ 25 *fl e5 26 Ixb8+ fixb8 
(Black gets nowhere if he recaptures 
with his king: 26...'A'xb8?? 27 4k5 J.h3+ 
28 &e2 and Black’s attack is at a dead 
end) 27 £sxe5 I.h3+ 28 <&>e2 1^2+ 29 
*el Wgn- 30 4>d2 fxe5 31 Ixe5 and I 
like White’s structural advantages. 

b) 23...Af4 24 £>h 2 ! Wq7 25 Se2 
may be Black’s most promising path. 
He can try prising open White’s king 
position with ...h5 and ...h4 later, but 
White has adequate counterplay on the 
other side of the board. Also, White has 
the plan of simply walking his king 
oveT to the safety of the queenside. 

24 axb3 h5 25 *fl! 

The king simply strolls over to the 
other wing, where he will be secure. 
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25.. .^b8 26 &el Se8 27 Wc3 

He hopes to prevent ...e5 and locks 
down c5. 

27.. .e5! 



Hey! Didn't you hear me? I said 
"prevent ...e5”. 

28 £ ,c5 

Black’s trick is revealed if White 
takes with 28 dxe5?? Ab4. 

28.. .1,xc5 29 WxcS e4 30 £>h4 

Black has gained central space, but 
suffers from dark-square weakness. 
One gets the sense that Black’s king is 
in greater danger than White’s. 

30.. .fTi3 31 b4! 

Threatening to undermine with b5. 



31.Jtfhl+ 32 4>d2 ffl 33 1^6+ 34 

1ixf6 #c4 35 Sc3! 

35 c3 #a2 36 <4>cl (36 &C2?? c5! 
unleashes the bishop and wins) 

36.. . 1 1 f al+ 37 4 , c 2 ^4+ is drawn. 

35.. .Wxb4 36 £ig6! He6 

36...'i , xb2?? allows a dark-squared 

attack with 37 Sb3 fel 38 Wd6! and 
then: 

a) 38...1 , a5+ 39 sfecl Wc7 40 ^e7+ 
Sxe7 41 Wxe7. 

b) 38...®xd4+ 39 A’cl lal+ 40 Sbl 
wins the queen. 

37 ITi 8+ Se8 38 Wf6 2e6 39 Wg7! 

Rightly playing for the win. 
39-.fixg6?! 

Losing his cool. He may yet save the 
game in the long line 39-..a5 40 £sf4 
He7 41W6 4>b7 42 *cl a4 43 1^8! a3! 

44 2b 3 1^3! 45 cxb3 a 2 46 lxe7 
alW-r 47 < i’c2 'A’cS 48 #f8+ <£c7 49 
£ixh5 Wfl! 50 IT 4 + 4^7 51 We3 Ag4 
52 £if4 when progress will be next to 
impossible, despite White’s two extra 
pawns. 

40 #xg6 #xd4+ 41 *el fb4 42 <£>fl?! 

He can take on h5 since 42 Wxhs! 
d4? is met by 43 WcSl. 

42.. .#xb2 43 1^8+ <4>c7 44 2b3 Wcl+ 

45 *g2 

Threatening mate on b8. 

45.. .4 > d6 46 Wb8+ ‘A’ee 47 2b7 WgS 
If 47-.tt r xc2?? then 48 «Td81. 

48 #c7 We7 49 Sxa7 1^6 50 Wd8 We 7 
51 #h8 4^6 52 *b8+ 4e6 53 W 4 1^7 
54 C4! 

Breaking down the protective bar¬ 
rier around the black king. 
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54.. .dxc4 

He must, since 54...*e7? 55 c 5 ! 
Wxc5 56 W 16 + wins. 

55 Wxe4+ id6 56 *f4+ 

Certainly not 56 i , xc4?? iLh 3 + 57 
A’xhS ‘#xa7. 

56.. .<ic5 57 *63+ 4d6 58 *d 2 + *e6 59 

*e2+ *d6 60 *dl+ <S?e6 61 *xh5 *d4 
62 *h6+ 63 1^5+ <4^6 64 *h6+?! 

It was time to simplify with 64 We 3 ! 
*xe3 65 fxe3 c3 66 4>f3 c 2 67 Sal 4>e5 
68 <ie 2 c5 69 *d 2 Af5 70 Sa4 i.d3 71 
fif4 c4 72 g4 &e 6 73 g5 i’eS 74 Sf6 
Ah7 75 Sh 6 Ad3 76 Sb 6 and g 6 can¬ 
not be stopped. 

64.. .£e6 65 Wf8+ 4>d5 66 Sa5+ c5 67 
*d8+ &e4 68 *g5? 

Missing another win with 68 f3+! 
4^3 69 W 06 Ad5 70 *bl+ 4e3 71 
*el+ 4d3 72 *fl+ 4c3 73 Sa 2 l, which 
leaves Black helpless against White’s 
multiple threats. 

68.. .1.d5 69 f3+! 4d3 70 Sa3+? 
Essentially handing Black a tempo. 

70 Sa2l forces the win: 70...C3 71 *g6+ 
*63 72 *e8+! 4d3 73 *e2 mate! 

70.. .C3 71 Wcl *e5 72 *fl+ 4d2 73 


*f2+ 4>d3 74 *fl+ 4d2 75 *f2+ 4d3 

Unfortunately, White missed his 
opportunities to win and now tries his 
best to lose! It’s like a guy who pulls off 
a string of robberies, feels bad about it, 
and immediately sets up a fund to 
compensate his victims! 

76 Hal?? 

He should take the draw. 

76...#e2! 



Culp! Now White is totally busted. 
He allowed the c-pawn to travel too far 
down the board. 

77 4gl Vxf2+! 78 4xf2 4d2?? 

Suddenly it’s a draw, but the simple 

78...C2! wins easily after 79 4el 4c3 80 
f4 c4 81 g4 4b2 82 Bdl cxdl*+ 83 
4xdl c3. 

79 Ha5 c2 80 Hxc5 Ae6 1-0 

Now in this drawn position Black 
lost on time. The entire game was like a 
balance scale, with one side going up 
and the other going down. 

Summary 

The important thing to remember from 
this game is that the fixed pawn struc- 
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structure arising out of the opening 
favours knights over bishops. Very few 
players know or understand this and 
your opponents will play the game as if 
they are winning or better, when they 
may be slightly worse! 

Game 34 

D.Arutinian-A.Kashlinskaya 

Olomouc 2009 

I d4 2 £>c3 ds 3 Ag5 c5 4 £xf6 
gxf6 5 e3 £>c6 6 Whs cxd4 7 exd4 e6 8 
&f3 f5 

8..Ae7!? was an attempt to side¬ 
step Ab5, but 9 0-0-0 M,d7 10 lei Wb6 

II ±d3 Sc8 12 Se3 a5 13 Shel a4 14 
Ab5l! J.xb5 15 Sxe6 #c7 16 Bxf6 4>d8 
17 £>e5 gave White a crushing attack in 
M.Rosenboom-D.Houpt, correspon¬ 
dence 2008. 

9i.b5! 



As we have seen, White fights hard 
to give away the bishops in this varia¬ 
tion! He banks on the rigidity of the 
pawn structure to favour his knights. 


9.. .1.g7 10 0-0! 

The golden rule: castle kingside if 
possible. 

jLd7 11 ±xc6 iLxc6 12 Sfel 0-0 13 ^e2 

White stands better. You don’t be¬ 
lieve me? Just watch. The bishops are 
clumsy in such structures. 

13.. .*d6 14«h4f6l5^g3! 

Eyeing h5 and ensuring that Black 
will not be playing ...e5 anytime soon. 

15 .. .1.e8 16 He2 l.b5 17 Seel i e8 18 
£ih5 

No draw. 

18.. Jbch5 19 VxhS Sae8 20 g3 W c7 

If he undoubles with 20...f4 21 Se2 
fxg3 22 hxg3 then Black must worry 
about a build-up on the h-file. 

21 Be2 Wf7 22 #h3! Hc8 23 Sael flc6 
24 c4! 



Punching a hole through the wall 
and demonstrating that Black’s control 
over c 4 is not real. 

24...1 f d7 

After 24...dxc4? 25 d5 exd5 26 fie 7 
#g6 27 <£\d4 White hits c6, e6 and f5 
and Black soon collapses. 

25 b3 b6 
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If 25-dxc4?! 26 bxc4 and d5 is com- 
ing. 

26 4^h4! Hd 8 27 lg 2 

27 ®xf5l? is a speculative sac: 
27-exf5 28 He7 ld6 29 Wi5 Sf8 30 
lxf5 Sc7 (30...dxc4?? loses instantly to 
31 lg4 Sf7 32 le8+ IIf8 33 Sle7) 31 
flxc7 lxc7 32 lxd5+ If 7 with three 
pawns for the piece. 

27.. .4.7?! 

Missing his moment. Timing is criti¬ 
cal in a chess game. Black misses his 
narrow window of opportunity to cap¬ 
ture on c4, trading away his worries: 

27.. .dxc4! 28 bxc4 flxc4! 29 Sxe6 lxe6! 
30 Bxe6 Hcl+ 31 Ifl fixfl+ 32 4xfl 
Sxd4 33 4^>xf5 fia4 34 fie2 with a bal¬ 
anced ending. 

28 lf3 ±f 8 29 fle3 Ab4 30 file 2 i.f 8 

3 l*g 2 

White incrementally improves his 
position as long as Black must wait. 

31.. .a5 32 h3 i.g7? 

Black finally cracks, allowing a 
breakthrough combination. Instead, 

32.. .a4 holds things together. 
33lh5+4g8 34®xf5! 


Breaking down the door. 

34.. .dxc4 

34...exf5?? 35 fie7 threatens the 
queen and also lf7+. 

35 bxc4 lb7 36 4h2 

Arutinian is a cool customer. His c- 
pawn has been hanging for 12 moves, 
and his knight for two! 

36.. .1f7 37 lxf7+ 4xf7 38 d5! 



The long-awaited break arrives. 

38...exd5 

38...ficc8 39 dxe6+ loses at least an 
exchange, no matter where Black 
moves his king. 

39 fie7+ 4g6 40 £)xg7 dxc4 41 £te6 
fidl 42 <£sf8+ 4f5 43 Hxh7 1-0 

It is mate in three moves. 

Summary 

Remember: in this line, knights rule! 



Game 35 

C.McKenzie-S.Rey 

correspondence 1995 

1 d4 £tf6 2 J.g5 
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Yes, many Veresov positions arise 
from a Trompowsky move order. 

2...d5 3^c3 c6 4®d3 



Perhaps for us, this is the simplest 
move, since Black can transpose di¬ 
rectly to Chapter Two with 4...^bd7, 
but even if Black plays other moves we 
are still in familiar territory and in our 
comfort zone. 

4.. .b6!? 

This is an idea used in the Fantasy 
Variation of the Caro-Kann. Black pre¬ 
pares to irritate the queen on d3 with 
...J.a6. 

Instead, 4...g6 5 f3 ®a5 6 h4i? (as 
usual, Moro is the first to do something 
odd; his idea is to play e4, and then af¬ 
ter ...dxe4 his bishop doesn’t hang on 
g5, but one obvious defect with the 
plan is that he gives up control over g4) 

6.. .b5 7 e4 b4 8 £sce2 Aa6 9 We3 dxe4 
10 fxe4 £ibd7 11 £)f3 .&g7 was 
A.Morozevich-V.Malaniuk, Alushta 
1994, and now White should play 12 
£kl with reasonable prospects. 

5®f3 

Being a Tromp player, I am accus¬ 


tomed to chopping knights on f6 and 
would probably go for 5 Axf6!? when 

5 .. .gxf6 (or 5-.exf6 6 e4 Aa6 7 #e3 Ae7 
8 0-0-0) 6 e4 looks pleasant for White. 

5.. .1.a6 6 We3! 

This odd move is an improvement 
over the 6 ^2 £>e4 7 ^3 (he had to 
move the queen to e3 anyway, since 
Black has a nice position after 7 ^xe4 
dxe4 8 ^gl 1^5 9 &f4 £sd7) 7...£>xg5 8 
#xg5 £ld7 9 e4 Axfl 10 Sxfl of 
H.Amold-R.Halle Allende, correspon¬ 
dence 1994, and here 10...e6 gives Black 
at least equality. 

6.. .e6 7 0-0-0 ±e7 8 h3 £ibd7 9 g4 c5 10 
l.xf6 <^xf6 11 £ie5 Wc7 12 f4 b5 13 g5 
cxd4 

Or 13...b4 14 gxf6 gxf6 5 <^xd5 exd5 
16 4ig4 0-0-0 with complex play. 

14 fcd4 i.c5 15 1^3 ^e4 

I5...^id7? 16 <£}xd7 1 § r xf4+? (Black 
also struggles after I6...ttxd7 17 e4) 17 
*bl 4>xd7 18 ^xd5! #d6 19 i,g 2 ! exd5 
20 Wf5+ We6 21 Ixd 5 + A,d6 22 lxd6+! 
, 4xd6 23 fidl+ < 4 > c 7 24 #f4+ regains 
the material with a winning position. 
16 ®xe4 dxe4 17 Wxe4? 
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Very brave but also unsound. White 
should play the safer 17 Wb3 Ad6 18 
e3 0-0 19 £sg4. 

17...±,b7 18 #d3 Axhl? 

The initiative is more important 
than material in this position. Black 
takes over with 18...0-0! 19 e4 Bfd8 20 
tT3 Sxdl+ 21 ‘i’xdl Ad4! 22 ^d3 1^4 
23 £>cl #c6 and White is on the verge 
of collapse. 

19l f xb5+ 4f8 20 ld7? 

Unsound. Instead of unleashing the 
Manchurian candidate on d7, why not 
simply regain the material? 20 #xc5+! 
Wxc5 21 £id7+ A*e7 22 £sxc5 and White 
gets two pawns for the exchange with 
reasonable chances. 



20.. .#c8 21 #d3 

Or 21 Bxf7+ ‘i’gS and White doesn’t 
have enough for the rook. 

21.. .f6?? 

The simple block 21.. Jte7 wins. 

22 gxf6 gxf6 23 Hf7+ 1-0 

Black collapses after 23- < 4’e8 24 
1tb5+ ±c6 25 WxcS. I have observed 
that fortune often smiles on the un¬ 
sound! 


Summary 

4...b6 attempts to take advantage of 
the white queen’s position by harass¬ 
ing her with ...JLa6. 

Came 36 

A.Fier-D.Lima 

Vitoria 2006 

1 d4 <£sf6 2 ±g5 c6 3 ^)C3 d5 4 td3 b5 

This is similar to Kozul-Brkic, from 
Chapter Two, except that White’s gl- 
knight and Black’s b8-knight are on 
their original squares. 



5 a3 e6 

Alternatively: 

a) 5 ...a5 6 e4 Aa6 7 b4! J,b7 was 
H.Schumacher-N.Miezis, Seefeld 2004, 
and now 8 Bbl! gives an edge. 

b) 5-.g6 6 Axf6 (6 f3 is also possible) 

6...exf6 7 e4 b4! 8 axb4 ixb4 9 exd5 
0-0 10 J:e 2 He8 11 <£)f3 a5 12 0-0 Aa6 
13 lidl iLxc3 14 ±xa6 l.xb2 15 J.b7 
Ba7 16 dxc6 Axal 17 ®xal with com¬ 
pensation for the exchange, D.Sengup- 
ta-AJakubiec, Thessaloniki 2007. 
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6 e4 dxe4? 

Black ends up with a bad Caro posi¬ 
tion because his ...b5 doesn’t fit with 
the structure. After 6..JLe7 Black 
stands only a shade worse. 

7 4^xe4 ie7 8 Axf6 gxf6 

He really must play this since he has 
nothing to show for his queenside 
pawn weaknesses if he plays it safe 
with 8...J,xf6?! 9 £*xf6+ Wxf6 10 <5Tf 3■ 
9^f3 



An assessment: 

1. Black owns the bishop pair; 

2. Black’s pawns are slightly dam¬ 
aged on both wings; and 

3. Black must solve the question of 
where to place his king. There is no ob¬ 
vious safe haven for it anywhere on the 
board. 

Conclusion: White stands better. 

9...Wa5+?! 

Black’s biggest problem is that he 
doesn’t realize he stands worse. He 
should play more carefully with 9...thd7 
10 g3 ±b7 11 J.g2 Wc7 12 0-0 and then 
pick a wing for his king. 

10 4}ed2 b4?! 


Weakening his pawns for no good 
reason. 

11 £ic4 Wc7 12 axb4 Axb4+ 13 c3 Ae7 
14 &e2 £sd7 15 0-0 Ib816 Sa2 



A strategic disaster is in the making 
for Black, as his a-pawn is a sitting duck 
on an open file and if he tries to dis¬ 
solve with ...c5, then White simply by¬ 
passes with d5l, leaving Black’s king a 
cause for concern down the road. 

16.. .1b5l? 17 Sfal a6 18 £se3 Sh5?! 
Good luck with this ‘attack’! This is 

like trying to break into a heavily- 
armed, military compound. There are 
defenders everywhere and Black at¬ 
tacks without space. 

19 Will 
Hitting a6. 

19.. .^b8 

If one feels the need to make a de¬ 
fensive retreat like this in the middle of 
an assault, you know something has 
gone badly awry. 

20 g3 2h6 21 b4! 

Locking down targets on a6 and c6. 

21.. .5g6 22 J,d3 Ig7 23 Wei 0-0 

Giving up on his dreams. If he con- 
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continues to attack with 23...f5 then 24 
£ig2 h5 25 ‘Srfl ±b7 26 We3 shuts Black 
down. 

24 ^c4 f5 25*e5! 



Following three principles. When 
under attack: 

1. Counter in the centre; 

2. Centralize; and 

3. Swap pieces. 

25.. . 1 1xe5 26 £tfxe5 f6 

He will have to play this sooner or 
later, but now e6 is a new concern for 
Black. 

27 Sff7 28 <£rfd2 

Black’s structure is riddled with 
pawn weaknesses. Now it is just a mat¬ 
ter of which target is next. 

28.. .±f8 29 £ib6! ±b7 30 J.c4! fle7 31 
lei 4>f7 32 4^b3 1-0 

33 £ic 5 followed by fiae2 is strate¬ 
gic Armageddon. 

Summary 

One of the patterns Black inadvertently 
steps into is bad French or Caro-Kann 
structures, often with one strange 
move tossed in. In this case his ...b5 did 


not fit with the Caro pawn structure. 

Game 37 

A.Reprintsev-V.Kachar 

Moscow 1999 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £)C3 ds 3 i.g5 g6?! 

The Griinfeld against the VeTesov. 
White should get a dangerous attack 
going if he plays the normal Barry At¬ 
tack plan of #d2, f3, 0-0-0 and Ah6. 
The difference between this position 
and the Barry is the absence of £sf3, 
which is replaced with the more ag¬ 
gressive f3, allowing White to speed up 
his attack. 



4®d2. 

If you prefer, you can go Trom- 
powsky style and take on f6: 4 Axf6 
exf6 5 e3 ±g7 6 ±d3 0-0 7 Wf3 c6 8 g4l, 
which looked like fun in A.Miles- 
LSpassov, Surakarta 1982. 

4.. .1.g7 5 i.h6?! 

Premature. 5 f3! played by Hector in 
our next game is the correct sequence. 

5 .. . 0 - 0 ?! 


101 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


5..Jtxh6! intending to castle the 
other wing is duller and wiser: 6 #xh6 
c5! 7 e3 4k6 8 0 - 0-0 #a5 9 £>f3 &g4 10 
dxc5 and V2-V2 was R.Mateo-F.De la Paz 
Perdomo, Havana 2007. Of course, ei¬ 
ther side may play on. 

6 0-0-0 c6 7 f3 b5 8 h4 £ih5? 

Daydreaming while his house is on 
fire. Black should take swift action on 
the queenside instead of playing on his 
opponent’s strong wing. Better was 

8..M3lS 9 h5 b4 10 ±xg7 < 4’xg7 11 hxg6 
fxg6 12 £)bl. 

9g4 £)g3 10 Sh3^xfl 

Black invested four tempi to ex¬ 
change a piece which never moved! 

11 Sxfl f 5 ! 

He must counter vigorously in the 
centre, otherwise he gets crushed. 

12 l.xg7 *xg7 13 h5! 



The rule of thumb in such positions 
is to be generous with your pawns to 
open lines. Take a look at Black’s army. 
His only developed piece is his king! 

13...fxg4 14 Shi #d6 15 hxg6 Wxg6 16 
£sh3! gxh3l? 

A desperado, but the alternatives 


don’t look so great either: 

a) I6...b4 17 £>dl ®d7 18 £rf4 Wd6 
19 fxg4- 

b) I6...g3 17 Sfgl g 2 18 Sh 2 i.xh3 

19 Sxh3 *h8 20 Sh2 ^d7 21 Shxg2 

me 22 Sh 2 . 

17 Sfgl Jte6 18 £>dl <£)d7 19 £tf2 Sf6 

20 Wc3 Wg2? 

A better attempt would be to try 
and make something of his passed h- 
pawn in the line 20...'S f xgl+! 21 flxgl+ 
4T7 22 Wxc6 Sg8. 

21 Sxg2+ hxg2 22 Sgl Sg6 23 Wxc6 
Sg8 24 e4 

24'SVi3! is stronger. 

24...*f7 

24...1f8 25 exd5 Sxf3 26 dxe6 Hxf2 
27 Sxg2 Hgxg2 28 #xg2+! Ixg2 29 
exd7 would have been a cute finish. 

25 Wxb5 Sg5 26 f4! 1-0 

Another one bites the dust after 
White plays f5 next move. 

Summary 

The Griinfeld against the Veresov is 
more dangerous for Black than it first 
appears. White gets a superior version 
of the Barry Attack. 

Game si ^ f 

J.Hector-D.Howell 

St Helier 2005 

GMs Hector and Khachian are neck- 
and-neck in a Tace to see which of them 
gets more of their games in this book. 

1 d4 £>f6 2 &c3 d5 3 l.g5 g6?! 4 ^2 
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Ag7 5 f3! 



A more accurate move order than 
last game. White waits until Black com¬ 
mits to castling kingside before playing 
Ah6. 

5 ... 0-0 

5...h6 can be tossed in to prevent 
Ah6: 6 ±h4 0-0 7 0 - 0-0 c6 8.e4 b5l? 
(this loses a pawn, but what else?) 9 
Axf6! jtxf6 10 exd5l (10 Wxh6!? e5 11 
h4 exd4 12 4ke2 dxe4 13 fxe4 c5 14 
<£if3 leads to a mess; I’m not sure if 
Black survives the coming attack, but if 
he does his static advantages will be 
decisive) 10...cxd5 11 AxbS e6 12 f4l 
and the open b-file didn’t fully com¬ 
pensate Black for the pawn, 
G.Meszaros-B.Tomic, Zenica 2002. 

6 0-0-0 c5 7 dxc5 ®a5 8 4>bl £sc6 9 e4 
d4 

Black doesn’t get enough in the line 

9...dxe4?! 10 <23xe4 fld8 11 J.d3 #xd 2 
12 Hxd2 ±e6 13 ®e2. 

10 £ib5! 

Seeing that the ending is in White’s 
favour, whereas after 10 Jlxf6 Axf6 ll 
S^d5 Wxc5 12 £\xf6+ exf6 13 *£>e2 fid8 


14 h4 both sides are attacking. 

10...1'xd2 11 Ixd2 Zhd7 12 £>e2 e5 13 
C3! 


Black is slightly behind in develop¬ 
ment and isn’t ready for the confronta¬ 
tion as White cuts open a central ar¬ 
tery. 

13...^xc5! 

Black has a difficult ending to de¬ 
fend in the line 13...dxc3: for example, 
14 £lexc3 <£>xc 5 15 £id5 <£ie 6 16 J.e7! 
<S^xe7 17 £\xe7+ '4 , h8 18 4id6 wins ma¬ 
terial. 

14 cxd4 exd4 15 4jexd4 5 xd4 16 4ixd4 
i.xd4 17 S,xd4 ^e6 18 Hd5 £}xg5 19 
Sxg5 f5 
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Black hopes the off-kilter position of 
White’s rook, which for now looks like a 
child lost at the mall, gives him enough 
compensation for the pawn. 

20 J,d3 Sd8 21 jlc2 4*7 22 exf5 4*6 23 
h4 ±xf5 24 Axf5 gxf5 25 Sh5 4g6 26 
g4! fxg4?! 

Black’s best drawing chance lies in 

26.. .ad5! 27 Sel Iad8 28 Sxf 5 Sxf5 29 
gxf5+ 4*7! and conversion will not be 
easy. 

27 fxg4 Sac8? 

He had to try 27...h6!. 

28 Sg5+ 4h6 29 Sel Sc6 30 a3 Sd2 31 
fibs b6 32 fie7 

Threatening a7 and also 33 Sh5+. 
Black is busted. 

32.. .5d4 

Dropping a rook, but 32...fic5 33 
Sxc5 bxc5 34 flxa7 Sd4 35 g5+ 4g6 36 
Ba6+ 4g7 37 Sh6 was hopeless. 

33 Sh5+ 4g6 34 Sexh7 1-0 

Summary 

5 f3! waiting for Black to castle is 
White’s best move order. After all, we 
don’t want to spook Black into castling 
queenside. 

Came 39 

C.lakdawala-Barquin 

San Diego (rapid) 2010 

1 d4 d5 2 £ic3 £*6 3 Jtg5 h6?! 

Black wants the bishop pair so badly 
that he is willing to invest a tempo to 
achieve it. 



4 J.xf6 

Of course. When you make this 
move be sure to thank your opponent 
for the free tempo! 

4—exf6 5 e3 c6 

After 5-±f5?! 6 Wf3! &xc2 7 Scl 
J,g6 8 WxdS 8...^c6 9 J»b5 WxdS 10 
®xd5 0-0-0 ll ±xc6 bxc6 12 4^f4 I 
doubt that Black’s bishops make up for 
the damage to his pawn structure. 

6 ±d3 ±d6 7 ttf3 

Seizing control over f5. 

7 . 0-0 

Or 7...<^a6 8 a3 ^c7 9 ^ge2 ^e6 10 
h4 h5 ll e4! (playing his trump card 
and achieving the healthy majority on 
the queenside) ll...dxe 4 12 jtxe4 Wb6 
13 0-0-0 with a clear advantage to 
White in R.Bellin-J.Prins, Guernsey 
2008. White has the better develop¬ 
ment, the stronger pawn centre, more 
space and a strong queenside pawn 
majority versus Black’s crippled major¬ 
ity on the kingside, while the only fac¬ 
tor Black can take consolation in is his 
bishop pair. 

An IM once told me in an accusing 
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tone that I am afflicted with the Chi- 
gorin disease, where I secretly love 
knights and despise bishops. I cannot 
tell a lie and confess this to be true. 
Believe it or not, here I would have 
taken the other knight without hesita¬ 
tion: 8 Jtxa6!? bxa6 9 4}ge2 Sb8 10 
Hbl 0-0 11 0-0 when I prefer the 
knights and the better structure over 
Black’s bishop pair. 

8 v s ,ge2 He8 9 h4 

With two possible ideas: 

1. Play for g4-g5 to open lines; and 

2. Play for h5 and g4 to take control 
over the light squares and f5. 

9...b5 



10 

Alternatively: 

a) 10 Axb5?? is an incorrect combi¬ 
nation: io...cxb5 11 WxdS Se7 121^8 
±b7 13 Wxa.7 Axg2 and Black wins. 

b) I felt 10 e4l? opened the game 
prematurely and didn’t care for 
White’s game after 10...b4 11 £)dl dxe4 
12 J,xe4 We7 13 Ad3 i.b7, but if I had 
looked deeper, I may have changed my 
mind after 14 <£ie3 c5 15 d5 ®d7 16 


4?sf5 ®f8 17 £Mi6+! gxh6 18 #g4+ 'i’hS 
19 ®xd7 fle7 20 #g4. By now I like 
White, but Rybka claims it’s even! 

10.. .a5 

He would rather let me expend the 
energy to play the knight to f5, and 
then take it with his inferior bishop. 

11 £ice2 Sa7 12 £>fs 

I didn’t want to commit to 12 h5?l 
just yet, because I still wanted to leave 
the option open for g4-g5.1 saw 12...^d7 
13 £tf5 Af8 14 Eh 4 ®b6 15 ^eg3 -Ec416 
Sg4 r 4b8 17 0-0-0?! a4 and was con¬ 
cerned that his attack was gaining mo¬ 
mentum while mine had stalled. 

12.. .±xf5 13 WxfS g6 14 Wf3 *g7 
14-h5? walks into 15 g4 hxg4 16 

l r xg4 VcS 17 ®f3 ^d7 18 h5 g5 19 h6, 
favouring White. 

15 g4 Sae7 16 h5 



I6...4^a6? 

He seriously underestimates the at¬ 
tacking potential and allows the open¬ 
ing of the h-file. I6...g5 creates an eye- 
soTe on f5 and weakens the light 
squares, but at least his king is a lot 
safer than in the game continuation. 
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17 hxg6 fxg6 18 0-0-0 

In the game, I considered the Kami¬ 
kaze sac 18 ±xg6?? 4^6 19 Sxh6+?? 
4>xh6 20 #xf6+ 4>h7 21 0-0-0 and for a 
moment I thought maybe it was a 
forced mate, until I saw 21 ...Bg 7 l and 
White’s attack is at a dead end, leaving 
him a rook and a piece in the hole. 

I8...^ib4? 

Begging White to sac! My opponent 
again underestimates the force of 
White’s attack. Instead: 

a) l8...Sh8?l 19 a4! £>b4 20 axb5 
cxb5 21 jb<b5 when White’s king is 
safer than it looks and Black doesn’t 
have full compensation for the pawn. 

b) Best was I8...1b7! 19 c3. White 
stands better, but Black is in the game. 
19 JLxg6! 



19.. .fih8! 

Only move. Taking leads to mate: 

19.. .'4>xg6?? 20 Bxh6+ 4>xh6 21 #xf6+ 
4>h7 22 Shl+ 4g8 23 Bh8 mate. 

20 JLf5 <£1X32+ 214d2 

Heading to the safety of the other 
shore on the kingside. There is no rea¬ 
son to run to the danger zone on the 


queenside. 

21.. .a4 22 Sal 

22 c3 b4 23 Sal b3 24 Abl wins a 
pawn, but I was afteT his king. 

22.. .<£>b4 23 c3 £>a6 24 l,d3 WC8 
To cover f5. 

25 Sh5 



With the simple plan of tripling on 
the h-file and crashing through on h6. 

25.. .£k7 26 fiahl £ie6 

26...£se8 would make White work a 
bit harder for the win after 27 g5! fxg5 
28 Sxg5+! hxg5 29 Sxh8 Sc7 (or 

29.. .4xh8 30 #f8 mate) 30 Whs. 

27 Sxh6! 



27 ...Sxh 6 28 Sxh6 1-0 
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Summary 

As a sometime Trompowsky player, I 
jump for joy when Black sacrifices a 
tempo with 3...h6. In many lines White 
takes on f6 unprovoked, so 3-h6 is a 
pleasant surprise for White. 


Came 40 

S.Chekhov-V.Sokolovsky 

Voronezh 2009 

1 d4 4if6 2 <Sk3 d5 3 Ag5 h6?! 4 i.xf6 
exf6 5 e3 Jtb4 

Logical. Black wants to inflict dam¬ 
age of his own to White’s pawn struc¬ 
ture. 



6 £\ge2l 

This plan also appears in some lines 
of the Trompowsky. White denies Black 
any structural damage on c3 and also 
prepares to fianchetto his bishop for 
maximum control over e4- The alterna¬ 
tive is to allow Black to trade on c3: 6 

i.d3 1.XC3+ 7 bxc3 c5 8 £sf3?l (8 dxc5l, 
to clear d4 and create a target on d5, is 
worth the tripled pawns) 8...C4! 9 Ae2 


0-0 10 0-0?! (last chance for 10 e4!) 

10.. .Be8 and in N.Kuijf-Comp Zarkov II, 
The Hague 1993, White was in the em¬ 
barrassing situation of having been 
strategically outplayed by a computer! 
Black stood better for four reasons: 

1. c3 is a fixed target; 

2. It will be next to impossible for 
White to achieve the freeing e4 pawn 
break, especially if Black follows with 
...f5; 

3. Black has a clamping space ad¬ 
vantage; and 

4. White’s ‘good’ bishop performs 
no better than Black’s bad bishop. 
However, just like in Terminator, the 
human managed to overcome the ma¬ 
chine in the end. 

6.. . 0.0 7 a3 J.a5 8 b4 kb 6 9 g3 ±g4?! 

9...f5! denies e4 ideas from White. 

10 ±g2 c6 11 h3 ±h5?! 

Instead, ll...J,xe2?l 12 <S^xe2 f5 13 
#d3 g6 14 c4 dxc4 15 #xc4 gives White 
queenside pressure, but 11.. Jk,f5! keeps 
the bishop active and fights for the 
critical e4-squaTe. 

12 #d2! 

Planning £rf4, followed by e4! 

Th&l 13 £tf4 Ag6 14 0-0 Ac7 

Intending 15 -..^b 6 and ...4ic4. 

15 e4! 

Achieving the thematic pawn break, 
which gives White the better pawn ma¬ 
jority. 

15.. .dxe4 16 £sxe4 f5?! 

There is no reason to demote the 
bishop to a menial role on g6. Instead 
better to just fire the bishop with 
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l6...Axe4l 17 Axe4 ^b6 18 c 3 ®c 4 19 
'#d3 Axf4 20 Wxc4 Ac 7 . Here White 
can eventually transform his majority 
into a passed pawn, while Black cannot 
on the other wing, but the presence of 
opposite-coloured bishops gives Black 
hopes of a draw. 



17 <Sk5 £>xc5 18 bxc5 Wf6 19 c4 b6 20 
d5! 

Wasting no time in creating a 
passed pawn. 



20...bxc5 

Black is unlikely to save himself in 
the line 20...Axf4 21 tfxf 4 cxd5 22 
Axd5 Hae8 23 c6. 

21 dxc6 Sad8 


21.. .'tg5 22 Sabi Sfd8 23 Ad5 
keeps a grip on the position. 

22 £id5 1U6 23 ®f4! 

Breaking down the blockade and 
threatening <£\xc7. 

23...Sc8 

23.. .1 f xf4 24 gxf4 Ad6 25 Sabi Ah5 
26 Sb7 Ae2 27 flcl is lost for Black. 

24 Sabi Hfe8 25 4bcc7! Wxf4 26 gxf4 
fixc7 27 Sb7 Sec8 28 Sxc7 Sxc7 29 
Sbi 



There is no defence to Sb7 and the 
destruction of the blockade on c7. 
Black’s king is too far away to help, 
while the bishop avoids participation 
and continues to sulk on g6. 

29...4f8 30 Sb7 Sc8 31 Sxa7 *e8 32 
a4 Ah5 33 a5 Adi 34 a6 Aa4 35 Sb7 
Axc6 36 Axc6+ Sxc6 37 a7 Sg6+ 38 
&fl 1-0 

Summary 

Some of my older Veresov books claim 
equality for Black in the 3-h6 line, but I 
don’t believe them. My Trompowsky 
instincts tell me that Black will lateT be 
made to pay for wasting a tempo. 
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Chapter Four 

Veresov versus French: 
Lines with ...£}f6 


1 d4 £rf6 2 thc3 d5 3 JLg5 e6 4 e4 



Many of your opponents just don’t 
want to deal with the main lines of the 
Veresov and will sidestep them, choos¬ 
ing to transpose into other openings. 
The most common switch is to French 
lines with ...£rf6. In 2010, so faT I have 
played nine Veresovs over the board 
and six of them turned into French 
...£\f6 lines! That’s a pretty high per¬ 
centage, so this is quite an important 
chapter for those of you keen to take 
up the Veresov. 


We reach the French via 1 d4 2 
®ic3 d5 3 J.g5 and at this point, your 
opponent begins to get cold feet, realiz¬ 
ing he doesn’t know a thing about the 
Veresov and impulsively he responds 
with 3...e6 4 e4, and lo and behold, we 
have the French. The really wonderful 
benefit for you is that about 80% of 
your opposition will be unfamiliar with 
the black side of the French! This is not 
an opening conducive to groping in the 
dark and winging it! 

After 4 e4 Black chooses among the 
following: 

a) 4...dxe4 brings us to Rubinstein 
French lines with Black committed to 
...£>f6 and White to AgS. Black hopes 
the insertion of the move pair favours 
him since he may get freeing trades 
with the bishop already posted on g5- 
After 5 £sxe4 J&,e7 we chop the knight 
with 6 ±xf6 to maintain out outpost 
on e4, leaving Black with a further 
choice: 
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al) 6...Axf6 is the solid choice. Black 
gets the bishop pair and hopes to hit 
back in the centre with ...c5. Even when 
he does manage it, White's develop¬ 
ment tends to mean more than Black's 
bishop pair. Your extra space gives you 
attacking chances, especially if you de¬ 
cide to castle queenside. 

a2) 6...gxf6!? is a super-aggressive 
option once played by Gurevich on 
Kasparov. Black agrees to the slight 
damage to his pawn structure, but in 
return he gets control over e5 and 
doesn’t give White the option to take 
the bishop on f6. White’s best line is to 
fianchetto and fight for control over d5. 

b) Black can also head for the Classi¬ 
cal French by playing 4 ...Ae7 5 e5 <£sfd7. 
Now I recommend the Alekhine- 
Chatard Gambit with 6 h4l?. It scores 
very well for White who gets a long- 
lasting initiative for only one pawn. 
Black can accept the pawn and try to 
ride out the storm, but more often than 
not he gets capsized by the turbulence. 
Black can also choose to decline the 
gambit, but even in the declined lines, 


Black has no easy path to equality. 

c) With 4...Ab4, Black enters the 
wild McCutcheon French. We take the 
air away with 5 exd5, the Lasker line. 
Black’s choices are: 



cl) 5 -.exd5 is the move most of your 
opponents will play, as in Lakdawala- 
Sevilliano. We go into a delayed Ex¬ 
change French and deny Black his fa¬ 
vourite set-ups. Black’s bishop isn’t so 
well placed on b4 in the Exchange lines. 
He will either have to take on c3, weak¬ 
ening his dark squares, or retreat the 
bishop later, losing a tempo. 

b) 5„. 1 i , xd5 is usually awarded an *!’ 
by the opening theorists. Then why 
does Black score so poorly with the 
line? We respond with 6 A,xf6 with an 
unbalanced game, but I still believe 
slightly in White’s favour. 

Game 41 

J.Smeets-J.De Jager 

Dutch League 2010 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic3 4 Ag5 
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Our move order would, of course, be 
1 d4 £>f6 2 £>c 3 d5 3 ±g5 e6 4 e4. 

4...dxe4 

Transitionirig from the Classical to 
the Rubinstein French. Black abdicates 
the centre with the intention to hit 
back later with ...c5, just as in a ...£id7 
Caro-Kann, but without having wasted 
a move on ...c7-c6. He also hopes that 
the inclusion of the moves ...£\f6 and 
J,g5 will be in his favour and increase 
the likelihood of freeing trades. 

5 £ixe4 



5...Ae7 

Alternatively, 5-^bd7 6 4hf3 and 
then: 

a) 6..Ae7 7 &xf6+ J.xf6 8 h4l 0-0 9 
JLd3 (this position has similarities to 
our lines in Chapter Two) 9...C5 10 ®e2! 
cxd411 We4 g6 12 0 - 0-0 1^5?! 13 i.xf6 
&xf6 14 ®xd4 £>h5 15 a3 Sd8 16 We3 
and in G.Kasparov-A.Shirov, Frankfurt 
(rapid) 2000, White had multiple dark- 
square invasion plans: 

1. 1 i r h6, £ig5 and h5, followed by 
£ixh7 or simply hxg6; 

2. g4, Wf4, chase the knight away 


and then Wh6; and 

3. g4-g5 and possibly 4&e5 and 4kj4, 
followed by h 5. 

b) 6...h6 7 £ixf6+ <23xf6 8 jth4 c5 9 
l.b5+ Ad7 10 jb<d7+ #xd7 11 1^2! (a 
recurring theme: you temporarily sac 
your d-pawn, castle queen side, and 
then regain the pawn with a develop¬ 
ment lead) ll...cxd4 12 0-0-0 ±c5 13 
We5\ We7 14 <£>xd4 0-0 15 Shel flfd8 
16 f4 Sd5? (White had an edge but 
Black is busted after this blunder) 17 
#xd5 exd5 18 lxe7 l,xe7 19 <Shf5, win¬ 
ning a pawn and holding on to the ini¬ 
tiative, V.Anand-M.Gurevich, Bastia 
(rapid) 2004. 

6 J,xf6 

White wants to minimize the ex¬ 
changes and is willing to trade bishop 
for knight to keep his powerful outpost 
on e4. 

6.. .Axf6 

Next game, we examine the more 
dynamic and also more risky recapture 

6.. .gxf6!?. 



7 &f3 £>d7 

7...£sc 6?1 is a strategically dubious 
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move. My opponent gambles that he 
can force a favourable ...e 5 break: 8 c 3 
0-0 {8...e5!? 9 d5 ^e7 10 ±b5+ ±d 7 11 
®b3 isn’t very tempting for Black) 9 
jtb5! WdS 10 Ad3l fid 8 (the point of 
White’s manoeuvre is that 10 ...e 5 ?! 11 
dxe5 Axe5?? drops the queen to 12 
£>f 6 +! !,xf 6 13 Axh7+) 11 Wc 2 Ae7 12 
^ed 2 h 6 13 o-o ik,d7 (he still can’t force 
the break 13...e5? because 14 Ah7+ 
‘i’hS 15 J.e4! wins a pawn) 14 Sfel 
AeS 15 fie2 Af6 16 a3 4*8 17 fiael 
and Black can’t free himself with ...c5 or 
...e5 breaks, leaving his bishop pair 
meaning nothing in the blocked posi¬ 
tion, C.Lakdawala-J.Arnold, San Diego 
(rapid) 2010 . 

8 # d 2 0-0 9 0 - 0-0 



9...Ae7 

Black prepares the freeing break 
...C5. 

10 W 4 

Designed to discourage ...c5. Alter¬ 
natives are: 

a) 10 Jtd3 b6 11 h4 Ab7 12 ®eg5 
£>f6 13 c3 J.xf3 14 gxf3 c5 15 dxc5 Wc 7 
16 <A>bl bxc5 17 fldgl 2fd8 18 Wc2 h6 


19 J.h7+! '^f8 20 4jxf7! gave White a 
dangerous attack for the piece in 
V.Anand-E.Bareev, Wijk aan Zee 2004. 

b) 10 h4 £if6 11 £}xf6+ ±xf6 12 Ad3 
c5 13 dxc5 Wc7 14 £>g5 h6! 15 £ie4! 
(after 15 ^h7? Aes! White can’t take 
on f8 due to Black’s pin trick on f4) 

15.. .£e5 16 *bl f 5 17 <£>d6 Wxc5 18 
£)C4 Af6 19 f4! b5 20 ^e5! Axe5 21 
fxe5 WxeS 22 flhel Wc5 23 g4l and 
White had sufficient compensation for 
the pawn, V.Anand-T.Radjabov, Dubai 
(rapid) 2002. 

10.. .C5? 

Opening the centre too soon. He 
should patiently develop with 10...b6! 
11 Jtc4 *5lf6! 12 &xf6+ Axf6 13 d5?! (13 
id3!) 13...e5l and Black stood better in 
A.Chudinovskih-D.Kovalev, Yuzhny 
2008, since 14 £sxe5?? hangs the queen 
to I4...±g5. 

11 d5! 



Correctly assessing that the game 
opening up favours his development 
lead over Black’s bishop pair. After the 
opening of the d-file: 

1 . White’s activity grows sub- 
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stantially due to his powerful central¬ 
ized pieces; 

2. White’s rook on d5 has possibili¬ 
ties of swings over to g 5 orh 5 ; and 

3. The presence of Black’s c-pawn 
impinges upon Black’s counterplay 
down the c-file and also plugs up the 
c 5 -square, making it unavailable for his 
pieces. 

Il...exd5 12 Sxd5 $b6 

If 12...#a5? 13 a3 and then: 

a) 13...£)b6 14 Sh5 and White’s 
pieces loom ominously over the king- 
side, but perhaps this is Black’s best 
shot here. 

b) 13 ...£ff 6 ? 14 £ixf 6 + Axf 6 15 itd3 
Ae 6 16 fih 5 h 6 17 Bxh 6 ! yields a crush¬ 
ing attack. 

13 Ac4 1134?! 

After 13 ...£lf 6 14 ^ixf 6 + Axf 6 15 c3 
J.e 6 16 Sd 6 #c 7 17 J=xe 6 fxe 6 18 #d 2 
Black has no compensation for his 
weak e-pawn. Still, this may be Black’s 
best line. 

14 il.b3 <£if6 



middlegame, we post our rooks on the 
first rank, keeping them a safe distance 
fTom the enemy pieces. Here Smeets 
accurately determines that Black can’t 
capitalize on the rook’s position. 

15 Se5! Jld6?! 

15-.Ad8 16 £}fg5! puts tremendous 
pressure on Black. 

16 ®xf6+ gxf6 17 Wxf6! 

Far more energetic than trying to 
milk the superior ending after 17 ®xb 4 
cxb4 18 Sd5- 



17.. .Axe5 18 £ixe5 ±e6 19 c3! 

Transferring the bishop to c 2 , to 
take aim at the black monarch. 

19.. .'te4?! 

Slightly superior, but still insuffi¬ 
cient was 19...^36 20 Ac2 flfd 8 21 
Wg5+ 4f8 22 Wi 6 + 4>e7 23 Hell when 
Black can’t escape the crossfire. 

20 %5+ <ih8 21 ±c2 #e2 22 W6+ 
*g8 23 i.d3! Hi5 24 g4! 1-0 

Now 24- 1 i f h3 25 J.fl! traps the 
queen. 


The rook floats in the centre like a 
drifting cloud. Normally in the early 


Summary 

Try to capitalize on your space ad- 
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vantage to whip up an attack through 
queenside castling versus the Rubin¬ 
stein French. If Black achieves his free¬ 
ing ...c5 break, this doesn’t automati¬ 
cally alleviate his worries since he falls 
behind in development in a wide-open 
position. 

Game 42 

G.Kasparov-M.Gurevich 

Sarajevo 2000 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 B <Sic3 4 J.g5 dxe4 
5 ^xe4 i,e7 6 jtxf6 gxf6!? 

An aggressive option which I some¬ 
times play when on the other side of 
the board. Black allows damage to his 
structure, but takes control over e5 and 
retains the bishop pair. 



7 a6 

Planning a Meran Slav strategy with 
...b5, ..JLb7, ...4)bd7 and ...c5 to chal¬ 
lenge the centre and open the game for 
his bishops. Alternatively: 

a) 7...f5 8 <Sk3 a6 9 g3! b5 10 ±g2 
Ab7 11 0-0 c5 12 d5l! (a sparkling stra¬ 


tegic piece sac) 12...b4 13 dxe6! (other¬ 
wise, Black wins a pawn for nothing) 
13...bxc3 14 exf7+ <&f8 15 We 2 cxb2 16 
Sadi Wb6 17 Sfel Wf6 18 c3! Ae4 19 
£ih4! ^c6 20 J,xe4 fxe4 21 Wxe4 2d8 
22 2b 1 Sd2 23 £>f3 2d6 24 fixb2 *xf7 
25 Hb6 and Black never managed to 
shake off the pressure, which was 
worth more than the piece, V.lvanchuk- 
S.Volkov, Saint Vincent 2005. 

b) 7 .b6l? is designed to deter White 
from a fianchetto: 8 jtc4! (remaining 
flexible; 8 g3?! il.b7 is not as effective: 9 
We2 Wd5! 10 <£>ed2 5k6 11 c3 0-0-0 12 
kg2 Wh5 and at the minimum, Black 
had equality in F.Hellers-U.Andersson, 
Haninge 1989) 8...±b7 9 We2 c6 10 0-0 
&)d7 11 ila6! (principle: when your op¬ 
ponent has the bishop pair, swap one 
of them off if possible) ll..JLxa6 12 
Wxa6 Wc7 13 c4 and in A.Shirov- 
J.Timman, Wijk aan Zee 2004, White 
had managed to remove one of Black’s 
bishops, seize a space advantage and 
have the safer king. 

8g3! 

Kingside fianchettoes are peculiar 
in king pawn openings, yet this is 
probably White’s best plan. The idea is 
to challenge the hl-a8 diagonal and 
fight for control over d5. A couple of 
other options: 

a) 8 l.d3 f5 9 £sc5 b6 10 ^b3 i,b7 
11 We2 Wd6! (fighting for e5) 12 0-0-0 
<£id7 13 Shel b5 with dynamically 
equal chances, Z.Hracek-A.Morozevich, 
German League 1999. 

b) 8 ±c4 b5 9 Ab3 Ab7 10 We2 J.d5 
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(even better is 10...f5 11 •Sic3 c5! - cor¬ 
rectly timed where White can’t take 
advantage of his development lead - 
12 dxc5 13 0-0-0 4}d7 when Black has 
at least equality if not better) 11 0-0 c6 

12 <Sied2 £)d7 13 a4 and White doesn’t 
have anything, J.Becerra Rivero- 
C.Lakdawala, Internet blitz 2010. 

8.. .b5 9 i g2 ±b7 10 We2 £)d7 

He can also push forward with 

10.. .f5 11 £)ed2?l (too meek; White 
should try 11 4k3!) Il...£ld7 12 0-0 0-0 

13 fladl i.d5! 14 flfel c6 15 ®fl £if6 
16 <£ie3 and Black’s grip on the light 
squares assures him equality, 
C.Lakdawala-’Cyclones’, Internet blitz 
2010. 

110 - 0 ! 

Superior to 11 0-0-0 0-0 12 h4 Ad5! 
13 We3 <*118 14 -4>bl Sg8 15 £k 3 c6 16 
<2ixd5 cxd5 17 Afl f5 18 i.d3 ±f6 19 
fidgl when Black has a structural plus 
and her king is relatively safe, 
A.Kosteniuk-Huang Qian, Beijing 2008. 



11 ... 0-0 

11...C5I? is risky but playable: 12 
Sadi Wc7 13 Sfel 0-0? (after 13...cxd4 


14 £ixd4 0-0 15 #d 2 £ie5 16 #f4 <S?g7 
Black is on the edge, but still may be 
okay here) 14 d5l J.xd5 15 Bxd5 exd5 
16 5k3 iid6 17 4^h4l gave White a 
murderous attack with very little in¬ 
vestment in A.Zhigalko-D.Novitzkij, 
Minsk 2006. 

12 Sfdl! 

Subtle. Most players would mecha¬ 
nically post the rooks on dl and el, but 
Kasparov leaves a rook on al to reserve 
the right to play a4 at some point. 

12..Jtd5! 

Black essentially has two plans in 
this line: 

1. Play for ...c5 if he can get away 
with it without punishment; or 

2. Post the bishop on d5 and then 
back it up with ...c6. 



13 C3 f5 

Black usually plays this move sooner 
or later, grabbing more central terri¬ 
tory but weakening e5. 

14 £ied2 c5?! 

As I researched this line, I was struck 
at just how often Black played this 
move prematurely. The need to fight 
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back against White’s central space ad¬ 
vantage is understandable, but by 
opening too early Black is unprepared 
for the ensuing conflict in the middle. 
Better is 1A...M& 15 ^e5 4^b6 16 'i f h5 
with only a micro-edge to White. 

15 dxc5 ^xc5 16 £tfl! Wc7l? 

Allowing the exchange sac. The al-- 
ternative is to suffer quietly with 

l6...Ad6 17 £ie3 l,c6 18 £ig5 WxgS 19 
Hxd6 Jk,xg2 20 < 4'xg2. 

17 flxds! 



This strategic exchange sac keeps 
cropping up in this line. White destroys 
the integrity of Black’s central structure 
and removes Black’s best piece. 

17.. .exd5 18 £ie3 Af6 19 £>d4 

More accurate was 19 <Sixd5! Wd6 
20 £id4 lae8 21 1 Ti 5 i.xd4 22 cxd4 
£>d7 23 '#xf5 4b8 24 i-f3 We6 25 Wf4 
when White’s two pawns for the ex¬ 
change and powerhouse pieces give 
him a clear advantage. 

19.. .±*d4 20 cxd4 4te4 21£ixd5?! 

This may be the wrong pawn to cap¬ 
ture. Better was 21 <£>xf5! ihS 22 Jtxe4 
dxe4 23 Wxe4 lae8 24 Wf3 Wc2 25 


£ie3! Wg6 (25...#xb2?? 26 Wf6+ <4>g8 27 
5jf5 Wxal-t- 28 < 4 , g2 mates) 26 4if5 with 
both material and strategic advan¬ 
tages. 

21.. .#d6 22 £\e3 Wf6 23 Whs fiad8 24 
&xf5 £id6 25 £>e3 Wxd4 26 Bdl %7?! 

Black can take the b2-pawn: 

26.. .t r xb2! 27 Wg5+ Wg 7 M 28 Wxg7+?! 
(perhaps White should refrain from the 
following combination and keep the 
pieces on the board with 28 Wh4) 

28.. .4.xg7 29 Sxd6 flxd6 30 <£)f5+ <S?f6 

31 <£sxd6 ieS 32 <£>e4 Bc8. Now it is 
White who struggles for the draw: 33 
f4+ 4>d4! 34 <£)d6 2c2 35 £>xf7 Bxa2 36 
f5 b4 37 f6 b3 38 ^g5 39 £se4l b2 

40 £ic3 2al+ 41 Afl *d4! 42 f7 &xc3 
43 f8W blW 44 Wf6+ with a draw by 
perpetual check since Black’s king has 
no hiding spot. 

27 ld5 *h8 28 Wdl <£ib7 29 b4 Bxd5 
30 Wxd5 £id8 31 Wd6 £se6 32 Wxa6 
Since the direct attack on Black’s 
king didn’t come to fruition, Kasparov 
now switches to plan B: win the end¬ 
ing. 

32.. .‘£>d4 33 h4 f5! 34 £id5 £se2+! 

The beginning of a vicious counter¬ 
attack. Black fights to get in ...f4! pris¬ 
ing open White’s defences. 

35 &fl!? 

Kasparov puts his head into the 
lion’s mouth. Only his legendary fight¬ 
ing spirit and calculation power allow 
him to enter such danger zones with 
confidence. He refuses to move the 
king in the other direction, with a 
draw. 
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I had the opportunity to play Kas¬ 
parov three 5-0 games over the ICC in 
1998, and in the greatest fluke in all of 
sports history managed to break even. 
Kasparov played anonymously on his 
coach’s account in preparation for an 
ICC blitz match versus GM Peter Svidler. 
He used the account ‘Dahlia’, while I 
was on an account called ‘Bodhiboy’. 
After he smoothly won the first game, 
the second petered out to a draw. Kas¬ 
parov flagged in our final game in a 
totally winning rook and pawn ending 
after declining a draw offer. My friend, 
the late GM Tony Miles, was the only 
other ICC player to break even with the 
World Champion that day and I believe 
Tony’s sole win came when he flagged 
Kasparov in a drawn position! David 
Bowie described it best when he sang: 
“We can be heroes, just for one day!” 
Had I known my opponent’s identity, it 
would be a pretty safe bet that I would 
have quivered like large bowl of jelly 
and gotten slaughtered every game. 
Ignorance truly is bliss! 

Here if Kasparov wanted a draw, he 


had it with 35 4T12! f4 361^6 fxg3+ 37 
fxg3 2g8 38 g4! Wxg4 39 ’ife5+ 2g7 40 
#e8+ Hg8 41 ®e5+. 

35-.f4! 

Gurevich discards the knight to 
launch his own attack. 



36 < & > xe2!? 

Once again, refusing to take the 
draw after 36 Wd6 ®xg3+! 37 fxg3 
fxg3+ 38 4>e2 flf2+ 39 2xg2 40 
Wb8+ #g8 41 #e5+. 

36...fxg3 

Or he can push back with 36... 1 B f e5+ 

37 4>d3 f3 38 J.xf3 fixf3+ 39 £>e3 Sxf2 
40 ®c8+ <4g7 41 Wd7+ Sf7 42 Wg4+I 
(trading queens is a bad decision: 42 
#d4? I f xd4+ 43 4xd4 Sf3 44 g4 Bh3 
45 h5 *f6 46 £id5+ 4^5 47 ^c7 4 > xg4 
48 4ixb5 Bxh5 49 4id6 flh2 and Black’s 
h-pawn sails smoothly towards promo¬ 
tion, while for White’s pawns it’s a 
long, long way to Tipperary!) 42...‘4h6 
43 a3 with a draw being the most likely 
result. 

37®d6! 

Kasparov is finally willing to split 
the point. IM Tony Saidy once told me 
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that Kasparov's hidden talent is his 
ability to push the aggression to the 
edge without actually plunging off the 
cliff with a loss. 

37...1 f b2+? 

Gurevich overestimates his attack 
and goes for the full point. He had the 
draw with 37-.Sxf2+ 38 ‘A’eS Sxg2 39 
#b8+ #g8 40 We5+. 

38 id3 Sxf2? 

It looks like he is closing in for the 
kill, but Kasparov had seen deeper. It 
was time to grovel with 38... 1 § r bl+ 39 
id4 Wa 2 + 40 ic5 Wxf2+ 41 ixb5 
We2+ 42 ib6 Wf2+ 43 Wc5! ig7 44 
Ah3 g2 45 Axg2 #xg2 46 We7+ Sf7 47 
We5+ ig8 when the exposed position 
of White's king could make victory dif¬ 
ficult. 

39 1^8+ ig7 40 1^3+ ih8 41 Wb8+ 
ig7 42 #c7+ if8 43 We7+ ig8 44 
Wg5+ ih8 

A draw? 

45 Ae4! 



No! Centralization with a venge¬ 
ance. White’s king is strangely secure 
out in the open. 


45».l f c2+ 46 id4 #d2+ 47 ic5 fcgS 

Black has nothing better. 

48 hxg5 Sxa2 49 ixb5 fle2 50 4k3 Se3 
51 ic4 fig3 52 b5 Hxg5 53 b6 1-0 

The b-pawn costs Black a rook, and 
Gurevich is pretty sure that Kasparov 
knows how to checkmate with knight 
and bishop! 

Summary 

In the feisty 6...gxf6 line of the Rubin¬ 
stein French, Black allows his pawns to 
be compromised, hoping he is compen¬ 
sated by the extra central control and 
the bishop pair. White’s best line is to 
fianchetto and take aim at the d5 pawn 
break. Remember to fight for d5 and 
also look for exchange sacs on that 
square. 

Game 43 

A.Grischuk-S.Brynell 

German League 2002 

l e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic 3 4 Ag5 Ae7 5 
e5 
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5...^fd7 

There are also two sidelines you 
should be aware of: 

a) 5~.£te4?! 6 J,xe7 #xe7 7 £»xe4 
dxe4 8 #e2! (a key move which comes 
close to a refutation of this line; White 
covers against ...#134+ and also hits 
Black’s loose e4-pawn) 8...Ad7 9 0-0-0 
Ac6 10 g3! £id7 11 Ag2 f5 12 exf6 
4ixf6 13 ^h3 (13 f3l also looks good 
after 13...exf3 14 Axf3 Axf3 15 ^xf3 
0-0-0 when Black will suffer due to his 
isolani on the e-file) 13...h6? 14 £sf4 
#f7 15 Ah3 Ad7 16 d5l exds 17 Axd7+ 
and 17...#xd7? is met with 18 £>xd5!. 

b) 5-.^ig8 and now: 

bl) 6 Ae3! is very logical: White 
keeps pieces on the board to maximize 
his space advantage and attempts to 
punish Black for ...4}g8. Thus he doesn’t 
give the knight an easy out by exchang¬ 
ing on e7, and after 6...b6 7 £>h3 Aa6 8 
Axa6 £ixa6 9 #g4 g6 10 0-0-0 c6 11 
£)f4 #d7 12 #'e2 <2 ^c 7 13 g4! in 
P.Ricardi-M.Frank, Villa Ballester 1997, 
Black was moTe congested than if he 
had a bad cold! 

b2) You can also continue in 
Alekhine-Chatard style with 6 h4; the 
only difference being Black’s knight on 
g8 rather than on d7. 

6h4!? 

The Alekhine-Chatard Gambit is for 
those thrill-seekers who don’t want to 
grind their opponents and win by one 
tempo in 80 moves. In case you are un¬ 
der the impression that this is an un¬ 
sound gambit, it scores a hefty 59% for 


White according to my database. 



6.. .Axg5 

Declining the gambit doesn’t ab¬ 
solve Black of his problems either. We 
examine those lines next game. 

7 hxg5 #xg5 8 #d3! 

White played 8 £>h3 and #g4 in the 
old days. 8 #d3! is an improved ver¬ 
sion. 

8.. .g6 

8...h6 avoids weakening the dark 
squares, but doesn’t slow down White’s 
kingside and central initiative: 9 £ih3! 
#h4l? (with the idea of keeping 
White’s queen away from g3) 10 0-0-0 
a6 11 g3 #e7 12 £)f4 c5 13 Ah3! ^c6? 
14 Axe6! £>xd4 15 £icxd5 ^xeS 16 #e4 
#d6 17 Axc8 Hxc8 18 fihel f6 19 c3 
£)b5 20 <£ig6 and 1-0 in E.Vovsha- 
M.Cherkasova, Biel 2003, is a brutal 
example of the terrible fate which may 
befall Black if the game opens up. 

9<£tf3 

A decision you will have to make is 
whether you want this knight on f3, or 
on h3, where it can go to f4, followed 
by sac ideas on d5. 
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9..Mel 10 0-0-0 a6 11 We3! 



Those kingside dark squares leak 
like an old roof. One must be part ad¬ 
venturous and part crazy to take on 
Black’s position! 

11.. .C5 

He wants freedom, but at the high 
cost of opening the centre for White. 
The passive alternative ll...<£sb6 
doesn’t look like a relaxing holiday for 
Black either: 12 Ad3 J.d7 13 4b 1 £>c6 

14 Sh6! (ensuring that he regains his 
pawn while retaining a strategic edge) 

14.. .^a5 15 Wg5! (the ending is clearly 
in White’s favour) 15...£}a4 16 £ixa4 
J.xa4 17 ®f6 4d7 18 Sdhl l.b5 19 
Uxh7 Bxh7 20 Uxh7 Wxf6 21 exf6 and 
pawns begin to fall, F.Stross-M.Srba, 
Prague 2004. 

12 dxc5 #xc5 13 Wf4 £>c6 14 i.d3 ®b4 

15 ±.e4U 

The extra exclam is for pure cout- 
age. This remarkably nonchalant move 
threatens to chase off the queen with 
a3 and then sac on d5 if Black declines 
the piece. 

15.. .dxe4l? 


One must have great confidence in 
his defensive abilities to play such a 
move. He could also take the safer path 
with 15...£ib6 16 a3 1 'el 17 i.d3 ±d7 
18 <2}g5 h5 19 Sh3 0-0-0 20 £ie2 Hdf8 
21 *e3 which gives White full strategic 
play foT his material, but Black contin¬ 
ues to cling tightly to his extra pawn. 

16 ?3xe4 



17...!f8?! 

Better was 16..,4d8!: 

a) 17 <£sfg5 4c7 18 <£sxf7 Bf8 19 
Exh7 <£>d8 20 a3 ®a4 21 td 2 ! ?hx f7 22 
£>g5! 4b8 23 £ixf7 *c6 24 Wi6 Bg8 25 
*g5 when White has two pawns for 
the piece and an enduring attack. 

b) 17 *xf7 threatens to pick off the 
rook next move with a queen check on 
f6: 17..Me7 18 *f6! ®xf6 19 exf6 *c7 
20 <£ifg5 4if8 21 <Sff7 Bg8 and now 
White can take the immediate draw 
with 22 £sh6 Sh8 23 £>f7. 

17 a3 *el 18*63?! 

Black can’t hold things together in 
the line 18 fixh7! 4d8 19 <£ih4! 4c7 20 
#g3 Sg8 21 <Sid6 £id8 22 *c3+ £ic 6 23 
f4. 
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18.. .3h8 19 4}fg5 ^dxe5?? 

Cracking under the strain. His only 
hope was 19-f5! 20 £>d 6 + *f 8 21 £\gf7 
*g7! 22 ®xh 8 'i’xhS 23 f4 and then 
pray he can hang on. 

20 £}xh7 

Threatening a devastating check on 
f6. 

20.. .3xh7 2l3xh7*f8 

21...£sd7 22 Sh 8 + ®f 8 23 IT 16 Ad7 
24^f6+ mates. 

22 £ tf6 + 1-0 



After 22...‘4 > e7, 23 #c5+ wins the 
queen or 23 #g5! forces mate in 9 . 

Summary 

The Alekhine-Chatard Gambit offers 
enduring pressure for the bargain price 
of just one pawn. 

Game 44 

E.Vorobiov-A.Rychagov 

Aghios Kirykos 2009 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic3 £>f6 4 J.g5 ±e7 5 
e5 £ifd7 6 h4 0-0 



Black isn't interested in taking the 
offered pawn and suffering for the 
next 30 moves. Other decline lines are: 

a) 6...a6 7 Wg4 ib<g5 8 hxg5 c5 (en¬ 

suring the destruction of White’s pawn 
centre, but also ensuring White open 
lines!) 9 £>c6 10 dxc5 ^dxe5 11 

®xe5 ^xe5 12 1^3 £sg6 13 0-0-0 J.d7 
14 i-d3 Wb8 15 1^3 ^e7 16 J,xh7! g6 
17 Axg6! Sxhl 18 Hxhl £ixg6 19 ^xdS 
with three pawns and an attack for the 
piece, J.Degraeve-M.Gurevich, Belfort 
1997. 

b) 6...C5 7 Jb<e7 *xe7 8 dxc5 ®c7 9 
f4 ®xc5 10 #d 2 £>c6 11 £rf3 <£sb6 12 a3 
a5 13 h5 h6 14 0-0-0 ±d 7 15 ibl a4 16 
Sh3 Iac8 17 ^b5 3hd8 18 <5M6 Sb8 19 
fig 3 t A > f8 20 ®d3l and 1-0 was the bru¬ 
tal A.Morozevich-V.Korchnoi, Biel 2003; 

20... l 4 > g8 21 £>xf7! destroys Black. 

c) 6...h6 7 J.xe7 Wxe7 8 f4 a6 9 Wg4 
f5 (9-0-0 looks better, but White will 
still play 0-0-0 and go after Black’s 
king) 10 exf6 4ixf6 11 Wg6+ W 7 12 
J.d3 #xg6 13 ilxg6+ <ie7 14 4if3 gave 
White a bind in the endgame, D.Velim- 
irovic-R.Lontoc, Nice Olympiad 1974. 
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7 i.d3 c5 8 #h5! 

The queen enters like a shooting 
star and threatens the beginner’s 
checkmate on h7- There is no turning 
back, White’s centre is on the verge of 
collapse and he must play for mate. 

8 ...g 6 9IT 16 cxd4 

9-..£lc6 10 £ih3 Be8! (clearing the 
way for ...l,f8) 11 h5 ^.f8 12 Wxf8+ 
£ixf8 13 JLxd8 Sxd8 14 hxg6 fxg6 (af¬ 
ter 14...hxg6 15 dxc5 £ixe5 16 f4l ®ed7 
17 ®a4 Black is still a bit cramped) 15 
£>b5 c4 16 Afl a6 17 <5M6 ®xd4 18 
0-0-0 £>c 6 19 f4 b5 and in Y.Pelletier- 
B.Zueger, Lenzerheide 2006, even with 
the reduced material White had full 
compensation for the pawn, and Black 
is having trouble dealing with the plan 
g4, Jtg 2 andfs. 

10 £tf3! 



Unruffled, White makes a low-key 
developing move with a knight hang¬ 
ing on c3- He relies on the power of his 
ominous build-up in the vicinity of 
Black’s king. 11 h5 is now a game¬ 
ending threat. It is Black’s turn to find a 
good move. 


10...<?jxe5! 

Black finds the only way to continue 
playing. White’s knight must be de¬ 
flected from g5, otherwise 11 h5 cre¬ 
ates havoc. Black can’t survive the as¬ 
sault after 10...dxc3? 11 h5 cxb2 12 
Sbl, while after I0...fie8? 11 4^b5 £>c6 

12 h5 i.f8 13 hxg6 jtxh6 14 gxf7+ st?xf7 
15 Axd8 Bxd8 16 Bxh6 ^3dxe5 17 
£ixe5+ £}xe5 18 Sxh7+ 4^6 19 £>xd4 
White wins a pawn. 

11 <£)xe5 <£>c6? 

Il...dxc3l saves Black: 12 <£sxg6 fxg6 

13 Axg6 hxg6 14 ^gB-r 4h8 15 #h6+ 
4g8 (White should take a draw since 
going all out puts him at risk) 16 Sh3 
cxb2 17 Sbl Sf7 18 Sg3 J.xg5! 
(l8...Sg7?? 19 ®xg7+! 4xg7 20 i.xe7+ 
wins) 19 Sxg5+ #xg5 and now White 
should take the perpetual check with 
20Wxg5+. 

12 £sf3H 



What goes up must come down! 
Moves like this are why we play chess. 
White pursues his plan with the tun¬ 
nel-vision of an angry pitbull. His goal: 
protect g5 in order to play h5l- 
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Instead, Black's massive pawn cen¬ 
tre offers him compensation in the line 
12 <£Jxc6? bxc6 13 <SJe2 e5. 

12...dxc3 13 h5 cxb2 14 flbl J,b4+ 15 
ie2! 

Connecting his rooks just in case he 
needs the bl-rook in the assault. It 
looks like it’s time foT Black to resign. 
His queen is under attack and his king 
in mortal danger, but Rychagov con¬ 
tinues to put up fierce resistance under 
extreme pressure. 

15-..f6! 16 hxg6#e7 17 gxh7+ <4^8 
Black manages to seal the h-file 
with a human shield on h7. 

18 ^h4! 



The second wave of the assault be¬ 
gins. Target: g6. 

I8...£ie5 19 Af41^7 20 lxb2 a 5 

20...Wxh6 21 jLxh6 Ae7 22 f4 elimi¬ 
nates the protector of g6. 

2lfh5id7! 

Black clings to life, continually find¬ 
ing the only move in the most due 
situations. 

22 JLxe5 

Destroying the key defender of g6. 


Of course, he isn’t interested in a petty 
gain of material after 22 Ah6?l. 

22...1e8! 

Just in time. 

23 J,g6! Ab5+ 

23...fxe5 24 l.xe8 Hf6 25 <£ig6+ 
Sxg6 26 Wy.q6 leaves Black down a 
rook. 

24 4>dl fxe5 25 4f7! 



White will have his way! Vorobiov 
adds the cherry on top of a breathtak¬ 
ing attacking game with a clearance 
shot. The long awaited 4Jg6+ can no 
longer be prevented. 

25.. .®xf7 26 ?hg6+ 

The Cinderella knight has all its 
wishes fulfilled in this game. 

26.. .<4>g7 27 IT 16 +! 1-0 

White mates first afteT 27...‘4>f6 28 
£>xf8+ 4>e7 29 %5+ 4>d6 30 hSW Wxf2 
31 1 i r hxe5+. 

Summary 

Contrary to what might be expected, 
declining the Alekhine-Chatard Gambit 
doesn’t automatically protect Black 
from a ferocious attack. 
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Came 45 

C.Lakdawala-E.Sevilliano 

San Diego (rapid) 2010 

Do you have a boogieman in chess? 
Mine is one of the strongest IMs in the 
world, the 2008 US Open Champion 
Enrico Sevilliano. My dismal lifetime 
score before this game was four losses 
and about 12 draws, despite four or 
five winning positions. Even more dis¬ 
concerting is the fact that Sevilliano’s 
amiable personality and thug-like 
chess style don't match at all. Playing 
Enrico is exactly like having your mild- 
mannered and soft-spoken neighbour 
drop in for a cup of tea, and then im¬ 
mediately after the tea, put a knife to 
your throat and issue demands for 
your wallet! 

1 d4 2 £k3 d5 3 i.g5 e6 4 e4 ±b4 5 
exd5 

The day before this game was 
played, John Emms emailed me and 
suggested the Lasker Variation against 
the McCutcheon French for this book. 
He reasoned that it bypasses the heav¬ 
ily-analysed lines and contains a drop 
of poison. I spent the entire morning of 
the previous day studying the Lasker 
line, which certainly threw my oppo¬ 
nent, who seemed to only be familiar 
with mainlines like 5 e5 h6 and then 6 
ild2 or 6 JLe3l?. If you decide to play 
the mainline, make sure you investi¬ 
gate it deeply before testing it out over 
the board. 



5...exd5 

It’s an Exchange French, but on our 
terms. French players always have a 
favourite aggressive arrangement 
against the Exchange lines. For in¬ 
stance, they often favour ...£hc6, ...jtd6, 
...Zhqel, ...Ag4, ...Wd7 and castle queen- 
side. By playing a late exchange line, 
we deny French players their cherished 
set-ups. 

Next game we look at 5-..Wxd5. 

6 JLd3 

In this position, I also like the line 6 
Wf3 c6 7 Ad3 l SJbd7 (7...h6?l looks un¬ 
trustworthy after 8 Jk-,xf6 Wxf6 9 Wxf6 
gxf6 when Black’s bishop pair doesn’t 
fully compensate for the damaged 
structure, K.Spraggett-A.David, Metz 
2009) 8 £jge2 0-0 9 0-0-0 ±e7, as in 
LFressinet-Y.Pelletier, Istanbul Olym¬ 
piad 2000. Let’s assess: it's an opposite 
wings attack position, but Black felt the 
need to waste a precious tempo with 
his last move because the bishop on b4 
gets in the way of his pawn storm. He 
can also save the tempo by exchanging 
for the knight on c3, 9..Jb<c3 10 £sxc3 
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b5, but I don't like Black here either. 
White has the bishop pair and controls 
the dark squares. It’s doubtful Black 
will make something tangible happen 
from his queenside attack. 

6.. .C5?! 

Sevilliano excels in open games, but 
this move is over-enthusiastic and he 
simply falls behind in development. He 
should behave himself and castle: 

6.. .0-0 7 £ige2 Ag4?! (better is 7...c6) 8 
0-0 c6 9 f3 Ah5 10 £tf4! Ag6 11 £>xg6 
hxg6 12 f4! Ae7 13 f5 with the bishop 
pair and attacking chances, 
T.Bromann-J.Sorensen, Danish League 
2009. 

7 dxc5 d4 8 a3 Axes? 

Only making matters worse. He 
should go for 8...Axc3+ 9 bxc3 dxc3 10 
<£>e2 0-0 11 0-0 £ibd7 12 c6 bxc6 13 
^xc3 when White’s bishops are mean¬ 
ingful in the open position, but it isn’t 
the end of the world for Black. 



9 Ae7 10 Axf6 Axf6 ll £sxf6+?! 

Unlike my opponent, I just don’t 
have the open-game gene. I tend to 
over-finesse and try to control some 


weak square when I should be going 
after the opponent with a meat axe! I 
remember one exasperated ICC kibitzer 
offering me this piece of constructive 
criticism after I had botched a similar 
game: "It’s called the initiative. You 
ought to try it sometime! Idiot!!” 

Here I should play 11 W15! g6 12 
#h6, but I had a blind spot and missed 
this obvious move. After 12...Af5 13 
£if3 Black is in big trouble. 

Il...#xf6 12 Wf3 Wb6 

The ending would be clearly in 
White’s favour. I would simply pile on 
the weak d4-pawn. 



13 0-0-0 0-0 14 £}e2 £lc6 15 *bl?! 

I considered and then rejected the 
stronger 15 Ae4!: 

a) I was unjustifiably afraid of 

15...^e5, but then 16 Whs (16 Axh7+?? 
fails miserably to I6...'4 > xh7 17 Hi 5+ 
Wh6+ and oops, it’s a check and I don't 
get my piece back!) I6...f5 17 <£ixd4! 
fxe4 18 #xe5 Sxf2 19 #68+ Hf8 20 
#xe4 with an extra pawn. 

b) 15 -Ad7 16 #d3! (sigh... I missed 
this one too) I6...g6 17 ^xd4 and Black 
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doesn’t have sufficient compensation 
for the pawn. 

15—i£.e6 16 £if4 5ae8 17 Bhel #c5? 

I couldn’t believe my eyes! My op¬ 
ponent misses a simple double-attack. 
At this point, I felt like a homeless and 
destitute man, who, rummaging 
through the trash, finds a 7-carat dia¬ 
mond! I had a feeling my Sevilliano 
curse was about to end. 



18 £sxe6 fxe6 19 'ShB! 

Enrico said he totally forgot about 
this move, which wins a pawn. 

19—g6 20 J2xe6 Hxe6 21 #xe6+ 4>g7 22 
f3 £ie5 23 Bel 

I just wanted to simplify. Rybka says 
23 Ae4! is very strong. By now the old 
paranoia had kicked in and I was won¬ 
dering just how I would bungle this 
one. 

23-^xd3 24 cxd3 Sf7 25 #e5+ 

A critical point. I was certain the 
rook ending was a win for White. If I 
were braver I could also play for an at¬ 
tack with 25 He5 ®c7 26 h4. 

25-fce5 26 Sxe5 

Black is busted in the rook ending. 


My plan: 

1. Tie him down to his weak d4- 
pawn; 

2. Centralize my king; 

3. Play Sb5 and force ...b6; 

4. Push my queenside pawns to a4 
and b5 to fix another potential target 
on a7; and 

5. Slowly create a passed pawn on 
the kingside with my majority. 



26...Sd7 27 4>c2 4>f6 28 f4 h5 

The subtle 28...h6! intending ...g5 
pretty much forces White to create a 
weakness with the concession 29 h4 
h5. Now Black has ...'A’fs and ... < A>g4 in 
case White’s rook wanders off the fifth 
rank. Here, though, is White’s winning 
technique: 30 4>d2 Hd6 31 Sb5! Bd7 32 
a4 <4e6 33 a5 4f6 34 b4 &e6 35 < 4 , e2 
&f6 36 4f3 Ie7 37 &f2 Sd7 38 Bc5 
*f7 39 4?f3 4>f6 40 *e4 He7+ 41 ! 4 > xd4 
Be2 42 Sc7 flxg2 43 Sxb7 and the race 
will not even be close. 

29 g3 

White shouldn’t lock with 29 h4 if 
he has a choice. 

29-fid6 30lb5! 
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As in the Vaganian-Adamski game 
from Chapter Two, White uses the fifth 
rank effectively here to create weak¬ 
nesses and box in Black’s king. 



30.. .b6 

The alternative is to defend pas¬ 
sively with 30...fid7. 

31 4>d2 ld7 32 a4 Hd6 33 b4 Sd7 34 
fie5 h4?! 

This aggression makes White’s task 
easier. Now his h-pawn is separated 
and weak. 

35 g4 h3 36 g5+ 

Bottling up his king. 

36.. .*f7 37 b5 

To fix an additional target on a7. 

37.. .‘& > f8 38 Se4! 

There is no good defence to ! A ) e2, 
&f3, <4^4 and <S>xh4. 

38.. .6.7 39 &e 2 fic7 40 &f3 Sc2 41 
<4>g3 Hg2+ 42 &xh3 Igl 43 < ^’h4 Sg2 44 
Sxd4 

I confess to a bit of bravado on my 
part since I knew I was winning any¬ 
way and was happy to offer the 112 - 
pawn to free my king. Shantideva, a 
7th Century Buddhist monk, correctly 


observed: "When they find a dying ser¬ 
pent, even crows behave like soaring 
eagles!” 

44...^e6 45 2d8! 



Intending 46 2f8 and Sf6+. The 
game is over. Only the hope based on 
the happy memories of my previous 
incompetence in past games kept my 
opponent playing on! 

45.. .flxh2+ 

The main idea behind 45 2d8 is 
45— < A’f5? 46 2f8+ 4>e6 47 2f6+. 

46 *g4 Sg2+ 47 4f3 la2 48 fif8 

The g-pawn falls, and with it all of 
Black’s hopes. White is too far ahead in 
the race. 

48.. .2xa4 49 Sf6+ &e7 50 2xg6 Sa5 51 
2g7+ *e6 52 ^e4 Sxb5 53 f5+ ^d6 

53...fixf5?? drops the rook to 54 

Sg6+. 

54 Sxa7 

It’s a good thing chess pieces can’t 
become overweight! The perpetually- 
hungry pig eats his fill at the trough. 
54—fibl 55 g6 figl 56 g7 1-0 

57 f6 followed by 2a8 wins. Free at 
last, free at last! The curse ends. 
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Summary 

If Black responds to the Lasker line of 
the McCutcheon with 5...exd5, he ends 
up in an Exchange French, unable to 
enter his favourite set-up, and with his 
bishop possibly misplaced on b4. 

Came 46 

J.Hector-T.Bromann 

Stockholm 2002 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 &c3 4 Ag5 ib4 5 

exd5 Wxd5 

The books say this move may be su¬ 
perior to recapturing with the pawn. 



6 Axf6 J„xc3+ 

Or 6...gxf6 7 <Skje2 4}c6 and then: 

a) 8 a3 Axc3+ 9 £ixc 3 Wxd4 10 
Wxd4 £)xd4 11 0 - 0-0 c5 12 £ie4 b6 13 
c3 ®b3+ 14 4 >c 2 £ia5 15 b4 £)b7 16 
£\xf6+ < 4>e7 17 £le4 with equal chances, 
A.Morozevich-A.Kovalev, Moscow 1994. 

b) 8 f d2l Wg5 9 f4! (superior to 9 
Wxg5?!; it probably wasn’t so bright of 
me to straighten out his pawns with 
9-fxg5 10 0 - 0-0 iLd7 11 £>e4 Ae7 12 


g3 0-0-0 13 ^.g 2 h6 14 fihel, which left 
Black a touch better in C.Lakdawala- 
J.Becerra Rivero, Internet blitz 2010) 

9.. .Wa5 10 0 - 0-0 ±,d7 11 a3 ±d6 12 
<Ste4 Wxd2+ 13 Ixd2 Ae7 14 g3 ®a5 15 
£i2c3 0-0-0 16 d5 and White’s space 
and superior piece placement out¬ 
weigh Black’s bishop pair. Also, b4 is in 
the air, F.Bellin-F.Ranieri, Palermo 2007. 
7 bxc3 gxf6 8 Wd2 Was 

Given by some authors as Black’s 
optimal line. Black discourages c4 be¬ 
cause the ending is equal. Okay, fine, so 
we go for another plan! 

Your opponents may not know the 
theory and prefer the natural 8...C5. An 
example: 9 <2^3 £}c6 10 We3l? cxd4 11 
cxd4 A.d7 12 ±d3 Wa5+ 13 *e 2 ! 
(Black’s big decision is where to put his 
king) 13...0-0-0 14 Shbl e5 15 dxe5 
4ixe5 16 4^xe5 Wxe5 17 Wxe5 fxe5 18 
Ae4 Ac 6? (he should play I8...b6 19 a4 
J.e6 20 a5) 19 ±xc6 bxc6 20 Bb3 4>c7 
21 Sabi 2b8? (he was in trouble any¬ 
way, but this loses the pawn ending) 22 
Bxb8 Bxb8 23 ixb8 4>xb8 24 *d3 < 4 , c7 
(or 24...f5 25 g4! fxg4 26 &e4 and wins) 
25 < 4’e4 *d6 26 g4! *e6 27 h4 f6 28 f4 
exf4 29 < 4 > xf4 h6 30 c3l a6 31 a3! a5 32 
a4 < 4 > e7 (32...C5 33 c4 zugzwang!) 33 
&f5 c5 34 c4 l-O J.Capablanca- 
W.Shipley, Philadelphia (simul) 1924. 
9®e2! 

I like this move. White plans to 
transfer the knight to b3, where it har¬ 
asses Black's queen and controls c5. 

9 .. .b6 10 £>cl J,a6 11 ^b3 Wa4 12 Wf4! 
Wc6? 
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After 12...^d7! 13 *64 2b8 14 i,xa6 
*xa6 15 f3 *c4 16 *e3 Hg8 17 *f2 
Rybka says equal, but I prefer White: 

1. Who is about to break the c4 
blockade with ^Sbd2; 

2. Who has the more secure king; 

3. Who will play for the c4 and d5 
(or c5) pawn breaks, maybe even toss¬ 
ing in a4-a5, depending on how Black 
responds. 

13 O-O-O! JLxfl 14 flhxfl <$id7 15 ds! 



Principle: open the game when 
ahead in development. 

15...*xc3? 

Alternatively: 

a) 15...exd5 16 2fel+ *d8 17 *f5 
Be8 18 <Sbd4! *d6 (forced) 19 Bxe8+ 
ixeS 20 *xh7 and Black is busted. 

b) 15...*b7! (best) 16 dxe6 fxe6 17 
Ifel 0-0-0! 18 2xe6 #xg2 19 £id4 
when White continues to apply pres¬ 
sure on the light squares around 
Black’s king. 

16 fifel 

White threatens both the e6-pawn 
and also Se3, leaving Black’s queen 
without an exit. 


I6...e5?? 

Missing the threat. Black must place 
his hopes on I6...£ic5! 17 <£ixc5 bxc5! 
18 *xc7 *a3+ 19 tf?d2 Wb4+ 20 < &'e2 
*C4+ 21 if 3! *C3+ 22 Se3 *xc2 23 
2dd3 0-0 24 *g 3 + sS?h8 25 *f4 *g7 26 
dxe6 fxe6 27 *g4+ ih8 28 *xe6 and 
Black fights for his life because his king 
is far less secure than White’s, but this 
was his only recourse. 

17 Ie3! 



Trapping Black’s queen, but with a 
catch: White can’t take it because if he 
does, his own queen hangs. 

17.. .C5 18 a3! 

Ensuring that there will be no 
squirming out via b4. 

18.. .C4 19 *h6 ®xe3+ 20 fxe3 cxb3 21 
cxb3 0-0-0 22 2d2 ib8 23 b4 b5 24 e4 
Bdg8 25 *h5 2g6 26 We2 a6 27 a4 1-0 

Summary 

5.. .*xd5 is usually awarded an '!’ by 
the opening theorists, but White still 
scores a whopping 61% against this 
line, so I’m not buying that Black gets 
the promised easy equality. 
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Veresov versus French: 
Lines without ...4bf6 


1 d4 d5 2 ®c3 e6 3 e4 



We cover four critical French lines in 
this chapter arising from the move or¬ 
der 1 d4 d5 2 £ic3 e6 3 e4. The only dif¬ 
ference from Chapter Four is that Black 
hasn’t committed to an early ...£}f6: 

a) After 3-.fi.b4 we have the 
Winawer Variation. Now, if you already 
know and enjoy the main lines of the 
Winawer, then by all means go into 
these. Flowever, for the rest of us it may 


be easier not to commit to such a huge 
effort in learning so much theory. Let’s 
circumvent the main lines against the 
Winawer, which your -opponents un¬ 
doubtedly want you to play, and in¬ 
stead begin ‘Operation Annoy The 
French Player’ by playing the delayed 
Exchange French. The positions will be 
similar to the Lasker line we play versus 
McCutcheon, but possibly even better 
for White. My feeling is that Black’s 
bishop is misplaced at b4 and he really 
wants it posted on d6 or e7. On b4 
Black will either exchange for your 
knight on c3, giving you the dark 
squares in exchange foT a slight weak¬ 
ening of your pawn structure, or lose a 
tempo and retreat the bishop later. If 
Black retreats, remember the manoeu¬ 
vre <£sce2l and transfer the knight over 
to the king’s wing for a build up to your 
attack. 
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b) In the version of the Rubinstein 
after 3...dxe4 4 £Jxe4 ^d7, we haven’t 
committed our bishop to g5, as in 
Chapter Four which usually leads to 
freeing trades for Black. Black's king is 
in more peril in this version than in the 
last chapter. Nakamura-Akobian may 
be Black’s optimal line, but even here 
we tend to keep a slight edge with ac¬ 
curate play. 

c) Black goes into a crouch and con¬ 
structs a Caro-Kann-like fortress in the 
Fort Knox line, with the manoeuvre 
4...^d7, 5..~i.c6 and often ...±xf3 fol¬ 
lowed by ...c6. We can be content with 
our extra central space and the bishop 
pair. 

d) Last we have the ‘Swearing in 
Church’ line where Black blocks his c- 
pawn, mimicking us, and playing his 
own knight to c6. Let’s be consistent 
and deal with it by playing a delayed 
Exchange. I used to play this line as 
Black, but pretty much gave it up be¬ 
cause I hated the lifeless positions I got 
after the exchange on d5. White is up a 
move in a symmetrical position and 
that has to be worth something. If any¬ 
thing, you make Black sweat to equal¬ 
ize. 


Came 47 

W.Steinitz-S.Winawer 

Paris 1867 >v? 

l e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 -Sic 3 Ab4 4 exd5 

Singing from the same book of 


hymns! Once again we avoid main 
lines and go with another annoying 
delayed Exchange against the 
WinaweT. 



4...exd5 

Although in the Lasker McCutcheon 
it is considered best, 4...'i r xd5?! is infe¬ 
rior here. White either gains time on 
the queen or picks up the bishop pair 
and strengthens his centre: for exam¬ 
ple, 5 &f3 £>f6 6 ±d3 b6 7 0-0 ±xc3 8 
bxc3 J,b7 (8..Jla6 to remove White’s 
bishop pair is a consideration; how¬ 
ever, exchanging on d3 strengthens 
White’s centre) 9 c4 Whs 10 Ae2 h6 11 
Sel #a5 12 a4! deprives the queen of a 
safe haven at a4, E.Rozentalis- 
H.Westerinen, Gausdal 2006. Thus: 

1. Black’s queen gets bounced 
around; 

2. White’s bishop pair is meaningful 
in the open position; 

3. White controls the centre; and 

4. White leads in development. 

5±d3 

Noted chessologist IM John Watson 
explores the interesting 5 Wf3!? in his 
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Dangerous Weapons book on the 
French. He used to live in San Diego 
and it was a learning experience to 
analyse with him. He is one of the most 
creative analysts I have ever worked 
with. When we covered an opening 
position I would point out two or three 
ideas, while John banged out 10 or 15 
ideas! Not all were sound, and many 
were a bit out there, but he never ran 
dry! 



5.. ~ie6?! 

This is awfully passive, but hey, it’s 
1867, and Winawer didn’t have access 
to any of Watson’s books (or ebooks for 
that matter) at the time! 

6 £if3 

Or 6 a3 i.xc3+ 7 bxc3 £ic6 8 Wfs 
Wd7 9 £ie 2 0 - 0-0 10 0-0 £ige7 11 £}g3 
h5 12 h3 h4 13 £sh5 ldg8 14 £)f4 g5 15 
*SJxe6 ®xe6 and I tmst White’s pair of 
bishops over Black’s attacking chances, 
N.Pedersen-I.Rajlich, Budapest 2006. 

6.. .h6?! 

I believe in the infallibility and in¬ 
terconnectedness of chess karmic law: 
one lousy move leads to another. Hav¬ 


ing posted his bishop on e6 prema¬ 
turely, Black fears 4Jg5 and wastes an¬ 
other tempo, as well as weakening his 
kingside. 

7 0-0 ±xc3? 



I love annotating these old games, 
rejoicing in the malicious pleasure of 
awarding question marks to great 
players simply because they didn’t 
have the strategic knowledge base of 
the modern player. The founding fa¬ 
ther of the Winawer mistakenly cap¬ 
tures on c3 without waiting for White 
to expend a tempo with a3. On top of 
it, a3 is now available for White’s 
bishop. 

8 bxc3 4Jd7 9 Sbl <£>b6 

Now White conveniently gets to 
play 4ie5, unchallenged by a knight on 
d7. The alternatives are worse, though: 

a) 9 .Sb8?! deprives Black of queen- 
side castling. 

b) 9-b6?! turns the queenside light 
squares into Swiss cheese. 

10 <£te5 £se7 11 f4! 

Luckily for Steinitz, this game was 
played before Nimzowitsch’s time. 
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Players damaged by too much 
Nimzowitsch in their youth (I include 
myself in this unfortunate group) 
would automatically refrain from this 
move, fearing some kind of light- 
square blockade. In this position, how¬ 
ever, the dynamic factors overwhelm 
static subtleties. 



ll...g6 is too slow since after 12 We2 
Wd6 13 flb3l Black doesn’t have time to 
castle queenside with Aa3 is coming. 

12 J.xf5?! 

There is no reason to allow Black's 
knight to reach d6. Black is completely 
busted after 12 Aa3l J.xd3 13 Wxd3! 
0-0 14 f5 since 14-f6 drops an ex¬ 
change to 15 J.xe7 Wxe7 16 ^g6. 

12.. .£ixf5 13 Aa3 ^d6 14 f5 
No more f5 blockade. 

14.. .£ie4? 

It’s a good thing Winawer special¬ 
ized in closed games! He doesn’t have 
the time for such adventures but to be 
fair, he is still quite lost after the supe¬ 
rior 14...Wg5 15 Wei £ie4 16 c4l. 

15 f6! 



15...g6 

The only move, as shown by: 

a) 15...gxf6? 16 Wh5l £ig5 17 £sxf7l 
£lxf7 18 fibel+ which regains the piece 
with a deadly attack. 

b) 15...£>xc3?? 16 fxg7 2g8 17 Sxf7l 
®xdl 18 Sf8+ Sxf8 19 gxf8R mate. The 
sweet dream of all chess players comes 
true. Mate with underpromotion! 

c) I5...4ixf6?? 16 Wei (threatening a 
horrific discovery) I6...4he4 17 4jxf7. 

16 Wg4 Wc8 17 Wxg6!! 



Have you noticed that some people 
just lead charmed chess lives, while 
others win theiT games by one tempo 
in opposite-coloured bishop endings? 
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17..Me6 

Or I7...fxg6 18 f7+ ‘A’dS 19 f8R+ 
(there it is again, the treasured under¬ 
promotion!) 19...flxf8 20 Bxf8 mate. 

18 ®g7 0-0-0 19 <£)xf7! 

Allowing his queen to be trapped - 
at a very high price. 



19.. .^xcB 

If 19-.Sdg8 20 £ixh8! Sxg7 21 fxg7 
and the g7-pawn turns into a queen. 

20 ^xd8 Sxd8 21 f7 %3d7 22 Ibel 
4te2+ 23 *hl c5 24 1 xc5 We4 25 f8* 
4ixf8 26 fixf8 ?Jg 3 + 

I question the validity of Black’s 
‘combination’ at this point; however, 
criticism would be the equivalent of 
throwing a bucket of water on a man 
already drowning in the middle of the 
ocean. 

27 ®xg3 

Was Winawer hoping for 27 igl 
WxeH- 28 Ifl @xfl mate? 

27.. .Hxf8 28 Axf8 1-0 

Sorry, no back-rank mate. 

Summary 

Once again we invoke our strategy, 


Operation Annoy The French Player, 
through a delayed Exchange French 
with 4 exd5 in response to the 
Winawer. 


Came 48 

V.Korchnoi-R.Vaganian 

Skelleftea 1989 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 <£)C3 AM 4 exd5 exd5 
5 Ad 3 c6 



6 Af4!? 

Korchnoi doesn’t want to block his 
queen’s access to f3 or h5. Others: 

a) 6 <S}ge2 £se7 7 0-0 0-0 8 ^g3 £\d7 
9 Ag5 ®c7 10 a3 (I prefer 10 4ke2!) 

10.. .Ad6 11 Whs £}g6 12 £>f 5 saw 
White build up his forces around 
Black’s king, V.Kramnik-M.Castells 
Briones, Barcelona (simul) 2002. 

b) Korchnoi, in his notes to this 
game, gave 6 #f3 as his preference: 

6.. .0)f6 (after 6...'ft'f6 allowing a queen 
swap is dead equal, so White boldly 
offered a pawn for development with 7 
Af4l? which Black declined in 
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R.Rabiega-S.Giemsa, Berlin 2009) 7 Ag5 
£ibd7 8 £ige2 0-0 9 0-0-0 ±e7i? (here it 
is, the tempo loss; Black’s bishop is in 
the way of bis pawn storm, and he 
doesn’t want to exchange it for the 
knight and lose control over the dark 
squares) and we’ve again reached 
LFressinet-Y.Pelletier, Istanbul Olym¬ 
piad 2000. As mentioned on page 124, 
White’s extra tempo matters in a big 
way in opposite-wing attacks. 

6...£ie7 

Or 1 Wf3 0-0 8 h3 (more dy¬ 

namic is 8 <$}ge2 J,g4 9 '1^3 Axe2l 10 
Axe2 Be8 11 ith6 g6) 8...b6!, as in 
P.Nikac-M.Drasko, Ulcinj 1997, intend¬ 
ing to Temove the attacking light- 
squared bishop on d3, equalizing the 
game. 

7 WhS?! 

The rule of thumb: swing the queen 
into h5 any time your opponent plays 
...£te7. However, this is the exception. If 
Black has access to...^3d7 and ...£>f6 it is 
better to forgo Wh5. Indeed, Wh5! is 
only best when Black has already 
committed his b8-knight to c6. 



7...^d7 8 J,g5!? h6 9 &f3 lg8 

Black gives up his right to castle 
kingside in order to threaten the 
bishop. Instead after 9...0-0 10 0-0 f5 
Korchnoi in his notes claims Black 
stands slightly better at this point. 
However, Rybka vehemently disagrees 
giving the line 11 ±xf5! Sxf5 12 Axe7 
flxh5 13 J.xd8 <£fb6 14 Axb6 axb6 15 
4}e5 Axes 16 bxc3 and Black struggles 
without full compensation for the 
pawn. 



10 0 - 0 !? 

I said "threaten the bishop!” 
Korchnoi unleashes a spectacular piece 
sac to complicate. The funny thing is, 
Korchnoi criticized his own sac in his 
notes to the game in Informant 48\ I 
believe he is being a bit hard on him¬ 
self and certainly the confusion he cre¬ 
ates gives him full practical chances for 
his sac. As Alekhine once said: “Chess is 
not all logic!” 

I witnessed Korchnoi’s staggering 
analytical powers at the 1983 US Open 
in Pasadena. Korchnoi played to warm 
up before his Candidates Finals match 
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against a kid named Kasparov. At the 
US Open, I saw Korchnoi analyse his 
win against GM Dmitry Gurevich. 
Gurevich would suggest a line and 
Korchnoi would wave it off with a ges¬ 
ture of his hand, and demonstrate he 
had seen about 10 ply deeper! And this 
was when Korchnoi was past his prime. 
It was like watching a cyborg play a 
human. What freaked me out even 
more was the fact that I had played 
and lost to Gurevich the round before, 
and next to Korchnoi one could really 
see the difference between a Grand¬ 
master and a contender for the World 
Championship. 



10...hxg5 114^xg5 g6? 

Vagam'an gets boggled by his de¬ 
fensive choices in the fog of war and 
misses the tricky ll...Hf8! 12 £)e6! 
(threatening Black’s queen and also 
mate on g7) 12...£)f6! 13 £ixg7+ < £>d7. 
Here the computers like Black, but 
White still should have his chances in 
the coming complications. 

12 Wh7 

It was imperative to play I2...fif8! 


13 Sael £>f6 14 #g7 tfd6 (not 

14.. .6h5? 15 £»h7l!) 15 4&xf7l Sxf7 16 
Axg 6 *d 8 17 *xf7 <§3xg6 18 Wxg6 
with a rook and three pawns for two 
bishops. 

13 #xf7+ 4>d7 14 Hael <A>c7 15 fie2? 

Allowing Black to slip out of the net. 
Black can’t survive after 15 fle5l Ad7 
( 15 -Ad 6 16 Hfel! Axes 17 fixes also 
looks grim for Black) 16 Hfel flc8 17 
Wf4l and if 17...Ad6 18 £>f7l wins. 
15-..Ad7 16 f4 

After 16 fifel £if5! 17 VxgS VxgS 
Black is back in the game. 

16.. .fih8 17 fifel 5 18 J,xf5 gxf5 19 

%7fih5 20 4if7! 



Hitting the queen and taking con¬ 
trol over the d6-square. Black is unable 
to block a check on e5 and his king goes 
for a ride. 

20...1 r h4 21 g3 Wg4 22 Wie5+ *b6 23 
a3?! 

23 <£\a4+! ibS 24 £)c5l Axel 25 
fixel <ib6 26 <£ia4+ A’aS 27 # 07+1 b6 
(27...*xa4 28 Wxb7 forces mate) 28 
< £M>6I! axb6 29 Wb7 mates in nine 
moves. 
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23...Ie8?! 

The complexity of the position is too 
much, even for these two great players. 
Vaganian misses 23..JLxc3! 24 bxc3 
<4>a6! with a totally unclear position. 

24 ^xd5+! 



Beginning the second wave of the 
attack. 

24...cxd5 25 #f6+ ii.c6 26 Bxe8 Axel 
27 Axel £>d7 28 WdS+ *a6 



29 b4! 

Just as Black’s king felt he made a 
clean getaway, the b-pawn enters the 
attack, and one look in his rear-view 
mirror shows the queen ready to de¬ 
liver checkmate on a5. 


29...^b6 30 «3g5 Ah6 31 «8 Ag6 

31...tfh5 32 h3 <53a4 33 lbcf5 is a 
slow death. 

32 WcS &>c4 33 £3e6?! 

For the second time in the game, 
Korchnoi misses a knockout punch: 33 
a4! Axa4 34 b5+! Axb5 35 Hal+ 4ia5 
36 Wc3! and 36...b6 is met by 37 Wc8 
mate. 

33—&xe6 34 Sxe6 fdl+ 35 *g2 



35.. .Wxc2+? 

Are you ready for a mind-blower? 
Black to play and force stalemate! Prob¬ 
lemists out there, are you watching? 

35.. .b6M (two exclams are not enough!) 
36 Wxc6 £ie3+!! 37 Bxe3 (forced, since 
White walks into a mate after 37 &f2?? 
£ig4+ 38 &g2 ®d2+ or 37 4b 3?? Whs 
mate) 37...®fl+! 38 4xfl and it’s stale¬ 
mate! 

36 4>h3 

Black Tuns out of checks and White 
threatens b5+!. 

36.. .#a4 37 4h4l 

White’s plan: 

1 Black is in zugzwang and must 
move his knight; 
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2 . Play#a5+! swapping queens; 

3. Play 4>g5 to make way for his h- 
pawn; and 

4. Play h4 and promote. 

37-<£sd2! 

Better than both: 

a) 37...£>b6? 38 fc5+! #xa5 39 bxa5 
<ixa5 40 <4>g5 and the h-pawn has 
given its marching orders to the queen¬ 
ing square. 

b) 37...^xa3? 38 g4! fxg4 39 f5 and 
Black is curiously helpless to stop the 
passed f-pawn or exploit White’s ex¬ 
posed king position. 

38 Wxd5 

It’s important to remove this pawn 
in case Black wins White’s d-pawn and 
makes it a race. 

38...#b5 

Black tires of the paralysis and 
agrees to the queen swap. 

39 Wxb5+ *xb5 40 Ie5+ *c4 41 Ilxf 5 



The kingside passers are too much 
for Black’s minor pieces. 

41...4tf3+ 42 <ih5 ^xh2 43 g4 Af3 44 
Sg5 4-xd4 45 *h4! *e4 46 f5 Adi 47 
Sg7 *e5 48 *h3 ^xg4 49 Ixg4 Ac2 50 


Sg5 Axf5+ 51 4g3 *f6 52 *f4 Ad7 53 
le5! 

Sealing off Black’s entry to the 
queenside. 

53— Ac6 54Sa5 

In general, try to force your oppo¬ 
nent’s pawns on the same colour as his 
remaining bishop. 

54— a6 55 Se5 b6 56 Ie 2 a5 
Vaganian tries to take all the pawns 

off the board. The problem is Korchnoi 
has one remaining, which is all he 
needs. 

57 fie5 axb4 58 axb4 

Zugzwang! 



58-Ag2 

Alternatively: 

a) 58...Ad7 59 *e4 ±,c6+ 60 *d4 
&f7 61 #c4 4>f6 62 Sb5l wins the king 
and pawn ending. 

b) 58,..b5 59 Sc5 Ad7 60 4>e4 4>e6 

61 *d4 *d6 62 flh5 Ac6 63 Ih6+ *c7 
64 *c5 Ad7 65 flh7 *c8 66 Sxd7l and 
once again the king and pawn ending 
wins for White. 

59 Sb5 *e6 60 *e3 Afl 61 Sxb6+ 4>e5 

62 !c6 1-0 
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Summary 

Remember the manoeuvre #h5! if 
Black posts his knight on e7 early and 
plays ...£sbc6. Then Black doesn’t have 
the resource ...£\d7-f6, and experiences 
difficulties ejecting the queen without 
the help of the knight. People who say 
the Exchange French lines are boring 
should take a closer look at this game! 

Came 49 

N.Short-A.Beliavsky 

Dortmund 1995 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 &c3 Ab4 4 exd5 exd5 
5 Ad 3 £ic6 

Black immediately hits d4- If White 
blocks with a knight, this deprives him 
of Wf3 and #h5 possibilities. 



6 a3! Axc3+ 

After 6...Ae7 7 4ke2! (both knights 
head for the kingside) 7-Af6 8 c3 h5 9 
£ig3! g6 (White’s idea is 9--h4 10 <£)h5, 
picking off the defender of the dark 
squares) 10 h3 Ae6 11 £\f3 h4 12 £ifl 
WdJ 13 Af4 a6 14 £ie3 'i'e7 15 0-0 


(somehow White’s pieces are in perfect 
harmony, whereas Black’s are out of 
alignment) 15...g5?! (making matters 
worse; it is rarely a good idea to begin 
attacking as a solution to your inferior 
position) 16 Ah2 fd7 17 b4 Ad8 18 
Sel 4>f8 19 c4! and Black wasn’t ready 
for the central confrontation in J.Hickl- 
LJohannessen, Bled Olympiad 2002. 

7 bxc3 Wf6 8 Sbl £)ge7 9 ^e 2 <£g6? 



I know what you’re thinking. Dy¬ 
namically equal, right? White’s bishops 
and Black’s better pawn structure bal¬ 
ance each other out? Well, according to 
the database, Black scores 0% from this 
position with eight unanswered losses. 

Better is 9-0-0 which brings up 
Black’s score to 25%! Then after 10 0-0 
b6 (sac’ing the c-pawn; he didn’t want 
to get kicked around with I0...#d6 11 
Af4 ®d8 12 Bel) ll Af4 £>g6 12 Axc7 
£sa5 13 Sel Ad7 14 Ag3 Sac8 15 h4! 
h5 (l5-^sxh4 16 £>f4 Ae 6 17 Wi5 ^f5 
18 Axf5 WxfS 19 WxfS Axf5 20 £}xd5 
4?k6 21 <£se3 leaves White a pawn to 
the good) 16 Axg6 fxg6 17 ^f4 and 
Black is a whisker away from being 
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busted, J.Magem Badals-M.Apicella, 
Andorra 1996. 

10 0-0 0-0 11 f4! 

Here it is again, the battering ram 
along the f-file. Black can’t hold the 
blockade on f5 and White’s f-pawn 
ploughs its way through the defensive 
barrier with ease. Every black piece is 
on the wrong square. For instance, his 
queen on f6 is a horrible blockader and 
can easily be driven away. 



11.. .±f5 

Already Black may not have a way to 
save the game. Indeed, after ll...£ige7 
12 f5 White’s threats include <2}g 3 , ^\h5 
and f6, obliterating Black’s defences, as 
well as J,f4, picking off c7. 

12 J,xf5 @xf5 13 ®g3 Wd7 14 f5 £ige 7 

He didn't have the stomach for 

14.. .4}h8. All very Kafkaesque. The 
knight is sent to the back of the line on 
h8, where it is a laughing stock and the 
butt of the other pieces’ jokes! Then 15 
f6 g6 16 Wd2 4id8 17 #h6 ^e6 18 £rfs! 
gxf5 (I8...1fe8 19 lf3! leads to the 
same end) 19 Sf3 <£ig6 20 Hh3 mates. 

15 f6 



Something wicked this way comes! 

15...£ ic 8 

If 15 -.gxf 6 ?? 16 ^h5 d?h 8 17 <^xf 6 
We6 18 Whs. 

16 fxg7 He8 17 <S^h5 Se6 18 WgA 1-0 

Summary 

These lines are deceptive. The delayed 
Exchange lines are not the same as ex¬ 
changing on the third move. Here we 
see a high-level player get blown away 
without any obvious error on his part. 
All it takes is to put one or two pieces 
on the wrong squares and White’s at¬ 
tack can run amok. Also, keep a sharp 
eye out for f4! Play it when you feel 
that Black can’t hold the blockade on 
the f5-square. 

Game 50 

J.Polgar-M.Rivas Pastor 

Salamanca 1989 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic 3 J.b4 4 exd5 exd5 
5 jtd3 6 , £}ge2 

Logical. We don’t mind blocking our 
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queen since we don’t have access to h5 
and we would lose time with our 
queen on f3. 



6...h6?! 

Stops the pin, but creates a big sac 
target on h6. White also has access to 
simple plans like a future f3, g4, h4 and 
g5. Preferable was 6...0-0, although 
even here 7 0-0 c6 8 J,g5 left Black 
wishing his bishop was on e7 rather 
than on b4, I.Nataf-V.Rosinovsky, Au- 
bervilliers 2001. 

7 J.e3 c6 8 #d2 a5? 

Black is nervous about sacs on h6 
and so refrains from castling kingside. 
His last move compounds his troubles 
by making queenside castling next to 
impossible. Rivas Pastor is under the 
mistaken impression that queenside 
castling by White is imminent and be¬ 
gins attacking the non-existent king on 
that side of the board. He should play 
something like 8..Jte6 9 0-0 <£ibd7 10 
*Slf4 0-0! with a slightly worse but play¬ 
able position. 

9 a3 ±e7 10 f3! 

Black’s problem: where to put his 


king? Either wing is unsafe. Meanwhile 
Polgar keeps Black guessing about the 
status of her own king and keeps it in 
the centre for now, while also annexing 
large amounts of territory on the king- 
side. 



10.. .£>a6 11 g4 4}h7 12 £sg3 ^g5 13 
Wei b5 14 f4! <£\h7 15 g5! hxg5 16 fxg5 
g6 17 h4 b4 18 4?sa4! 

It would be unwise to allow Black’s 
knight to trade itself off for White’s 
bishop on d3 with 18 axb4? ^xb4. 

18.. .bxa3 19 bxa3 £if8 20 Af4! ^e6 21 
J,e5 Sg8 22 0-0! 



Hiding in plain sight. Black’s passiv¬ 
ity ensures that White’s king remains 
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safe out in the open. 

22.. .fia7 23 c4! ±d6 24 cxd5 Axes 25 
Wxe5 Wxd5 

Trading queens at the high cost of 
granting White’s knight access to e4. 
However, after 25-..cxd5 it’s just a mat¬ 
ter of time before d5 falls: for example, 
26 Had £iac7 27 £ib6 &a6 28 i.xa6 
Hxa6 29 Oc6! Hf8 30 ®e2! and Black is 
tied up in a knot and d5 is doomed. 
26<Ste4 

The knight is an octopus, spreading 
its power over f6, d6 and c5. 

26.. .1 r xe5 27 dxe5 *d8 

Hopeless, as is 27...'A’f8 28 £sd6 ig7 
29&b6! Sc7 30£)bxc8. 

28 Hadl ^sb8 29 J.C4+ ±d7 
Black is helpless. For example: 

a) 29...Hd7 BO £>f6. 

b) 29... < 4 , e7 30 4id6 Hf8 31 flxf7+! 
Hxf7 32 £>xc8+. 

30Hxf7 He8 31 £ib6 



Attackers all across the board aTe 
drawn to the d7-square like flies to a 
garbage can! 

31...Sb7 32 £)xd7 lxd7 33 Ifxd7+ 1-0 

34 £if6 follows. 


Summary 

The tip from this game is to stall cas¬ 
tling if you can and keep Black guess¬ 
ing about the address of your king. 

Came 51 

J.Magem Badals- 
CMatamoros France) 

: Ubeda 1996 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 <£sc3 .ib4 4 exd5 exd5 
5 ±d3 ^e7 



6 #h5 £)bc6 

Others: 

a) 6...±e6 7 £ige2 #d7 (worrying 
White about ..Jtg4) 8 0-0 <S^bc6 9 WgS 
<£>g6 10 f4l? Jk,e7 11 Wh5 f5 (now all 
hell breaks loose!) 12 g4!? 0-0 13 g5 
(targeting h7) 13-^b4 14 flf3 c5 15 
i.b5 Wc8 16 Sh3 <S?f7! 17 &a4 ±d7 18 
a3! Axa4 19 axb4 J.xc2 20 4ixd5 with 
total chaos all across the board, 
E.Paehtz-T.Fomina, Warsaw 2001. 

b) 6...C5?! looks overly ambitious. 
True, Black wins an exchange, but at 
too high a cost: 7 dxc5 d4 8 a3 Was 9 
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axb4 ^xal 10 £ke 2 . For the exchange 
White gets two pawns, while Black’s 
queen is badly out of touch on al and 
his king is in serious danger. Moreover, 
both f7 and h7 are sore spots which 
White may exploit after 10...£)bc6 11 
£sf3 £ixb4 12 Ab5+: 

bl) 12 ...^bc 6 13 0-0 Wa2 14 £iexd4 
0-0 15 l.d3 ^g6 16 £ib3 Sd8 17 flel 
£ice7 18 <S^g5 h6 19 2xe7! and Black 
found himself swamped by attackers in 
R.Rabiega-D.Krumpacnik, Graz 2008. 

b2) 12...^ec6 13 0-0 0-0 14 i.c4! and 
White threatens 4tig5! hitting f7 and 
h7. Black’s king finds itself all alone 
after being abandoned by the queen 
over on al. 

7a3±a5l? 

After 7 ...Axc 3+ 8 bxc3 g6 9 ®f3 0-0 
10 £se2 J.f5 11 h4l White looks good, 
with dark-square control and an attack 
brewing, S.Dvoirys-C.Bauer, New York 
2000. 

8 £>f3 i.e6 9 b4 J.b6 10 £ie2! 



A recurring theme: £sc3-e2! heading 
for g3 orf4. 

lO.-.'B'd? 11 b5! £)d8!? 


After this move Black gets con¬ 
gested in a big way. All chess players 
are terrified by the rhyme: "A knight on 
the rim is grim!” Nevertheless, I would 
head for the rim with ll...£ia5 12 <£ie5 
#c8 13 0-0 and then try and swap off 
an attacker with 13...‘£sc4. 

12 4^e5 #c8 13 Ag5 14 c3 o-o 15 
g4>! 

White misses a powerful shot with 
15 ±f6U. 



Then: 

a) 15...gxf6 16 g4! fxe5 17 gxf5 f 6 18 
fxe6 e4 19 Hgl+ i'hS 20 <2}f4 Sg8 21 
Bxg8+ <ixg8 22 1^8+ <&g7 23 We7+ 
4^8 24 <£>h5 wins. 

b) 15...h6 16 4ig4! Ad7 17 Axf5 
^.xf5 18 4 ^x 116 + gxh6 19 'i'xhb mates. 

c) 15...g6! (best) 16 #g5 h6 17 fd2 
4h7 18 0-0 and White has a winning 
attack, but for now at least Black is still 
breathing. 

15...g6?! 

15 -f6! 16 £sg3! fxe5 17 ^ixf5 Axf5 
18 Axf5 g6 19 Axg6 hxg6 20 ®xg6+ 
4h8 21 ilf6+ Hxf6 22 Vfxf6+ 4h7 23 
0-0-0! had to be tried. 
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16 WhB ®g7 17 If6 4te8 
Alternatively: 

a) 17...£ih5? 18 #xh5M gxh5 19 
gxh5 J.f5 20 ±xf5 f'xfS 21 lgl+ #g6 
22 hxg6 leaves White up a piece. 

b) 17...i.d7 18 Hi 6 £\de6 19 h4 £se8 
20 J,e7 is similar to the game. 

18 ±e7 



Winning a full exchange and keep¬ 
ing the attack. 

18.. .f6 19 Wi6?! 

19 Axg6! hxg6 20 <£sxg6 forces res¬ 
ignation. 

19.. .^g7 20 JLxf8 *xf8 21 #f4 <ie7 22 

g5! 

White is unrelenting in his pursuit 
of Black’s king. 

22.. .fxe5 23 Wf6+ &e8 24 ®xg7 e4 25 
Ac 2 Wd7 26 Wh8+ &e7 27 a4 i.a5 28 
l f xh7+ Af7 29 1^8 ®f5 30 h4 a6 31 
Wf6+!? 

A practical decision. He can also 
keep queens on and continue attacking 
after 31 fia3 1^3 32 Sgl. 

31.. .1 . xf6 32 gxf6+ *xf6 33 <id2 <£ie6 
34 f3! exf3 35 fiafl axb5 36 axb5 i b6 
37 lxf3+ *e7 38 Bhfl ±e8 39 lei 


4>d6 40 If6 J,d7?? 

40... < 4 > e7 was forced. 

41 4tf4 1-0 

Summary 

Note the similarities of this game to 
Korchnoi-Vaganian earlier in the chap¬ 
ter. Once again Wrs! created trouble 
for Black. 


Game 52 

G.Kamsky-V.Akobian 

US Championship, 

Saint Louis 2009 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £>c3 dxe4 4 £bce4 <£>d7 
5 4tf3 <£igf6 6 id 3 

A safe alternative for White is the 
line 6 <£b<f6+ <£>xf6 7 c3 c5 8 £se5! and: 

a) 8 ...a 6 9 J.e 3 «'c 7 10 Wa4+ ^d 7 11 
A,b5 cxd4 12 J.xd7+ ±xd7 13 #xd4 f 6 
14 £ixd7 #xd7 15 #xd7+ A>xd7 16 
0 - 0 - 0 + ^c 6 17 Sd4 b 5 18 Hhdl J,e 7 19 
Sd7 She 8 was LDominguez Perez- 
J.Nogueiras, Havana 2008. Depressingly 
enough, this is all theory. GMs like 
Bareev, Akobian and Meier are gen¬ 
iuses at holding draws with this line 
against top opposition but the rest of 
us prefer White! 

b) 8...cxd4?l gives White what he 
wants after 9 ik.b5+ Ad7 10 £sxd7 
£sxd7 11 #xd4 a6 12 Ae2, which looks 
like a bad c3 Sicilian position for Black. 
White’s bishop pair in the open posi¬ 
tion makes life tough for Black, R.Loos- 
P.Rodriguez Ferrer, Cullera 2005. 
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6.. .C5 7 £ixf6+ 

I think this is the best way for White 
to proceed. Alternatives: 

a) 7 0-0 cxd4 8 4}xd4 Ael 9 c3 0-0 
10 flel £>xe4 ll Jlxe4 £if6 12 Jlf3! (go¬ 
ing for Catalan-like play rather than 
aiming at Black’s well-protected king) 

12.. .1 . c7 13 ^b5 1 § r b6 14 a4 a6 15 Ae3 
Acs 16 Axes tfxcS 17 ®d6! WxdG 18 
<S^xd6 Sb8 19 a5 with a bit of a queen- 
side bind, R.Ponomariov-V.Akobian, 
Khanty Mansiysk 2009. 

b) I’m not crazy about 7 Ve2, 
though, where White often gives up 
the light-squared bishop for a knight, 
in exchange for a development lead: 

7.. .cxd4 8 0-0 £ixe4 9 J.xe4 £lc5l 10 
Hdl Ae7 11 £>xd4 £>xe4 12 #xe4 0-0 
13 Af4 'i f b6 14 a4 Ad7 15 a5 #36! and 
Black’s control over the light squares 
keeps him equal, despite White’s piece 
activity in the centre, V.Anand-V.Milov, 
Bastia (rapid) 2005. 

7.. .£>xf6 8 J.e3 

A critical position for our line. 

8.. .^d5?! 

The ambition of youth! Black, al¬ 


ready lagging in development, allows 
himself to fall behind further to pick up 
the bishop pair. 

Instead, after 8...cxd4 9 J.xd 4 Wa5+! 
(the idea is to make it difficult, if not 
impossible, for White to castle queen- 
side) 10 c3 Ae7 ll Vc2 Ad? 12 0-0 
J,a4 13 b3 ±c6 14 <^e5 Wd5 15 £>xc6 
Wxc6 16 a4 the bishops give White the 
edge, but Black is solid and has reason¬ 
able chances to hold the draw, 
R.Ponomariov-A.Anastasian, Moscow 
2005. 

Next game we examine 8...Wc7!. 



9 <£>e5! J.d6 

If 9...^xe3?! 10 fxe3 Ad 6 11 0-0 
Axes (or 11 ... 0 - 0 ? 12 J,xh 7 + *xh 7 13 
11i5+ 4*98 14 £ixf7 Sxf7 15 #xf7+ 
with a horrific attack without any ma¬ 
terial investment) 12 dxe 5 looks rough 
for Black who: 

1. Faces an attack on the f-file and 
kingside; 

2. Falls seriously behind in devel¬ 
opment; and 

3 . Suffers from the cramping effect 
of the e5-pawn. 
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10 Ifh5®c7 

Or 10...g6?! 11 Wh6 £Jxe3 12 fxe3 
cxd4? (Black’s position is riddled with 
dark-square holes after 12...1xe5 13 
dxe5, but this is how he must proceed) 
13 £}xf 7 ! <4>xf7 14 lxg6+! ‘A’gS (forced) 
15 0-0 @c7 16 2f3! Wg7 17 lf7+ #xf7 
18 ®g5+! Wg6 19 1^8+ &g7 20 Wxd6 
and Black has no way to deal with 
threats like Sg3, doubling rooks on the 
f-file and #67+. 

11 lb5+ 4f 8 12 0-0-0 a6 

At this stage, allowing White to 
open the f-file with 12...<£sxe3? 13 fxe3 
would be insane. 

13 lc4 14 Wf3 Sb8 

Everything is under control. Black 
can't win a piece with 14-..cxd4 15 
lxd4 lxe5?? 16 lxe5 WxeS because 
of 17 fid8+ &e7 18 2xh8 and White is 
up an exchange with a powerful attack 
to boot. 

15 lf4 b5 16 Shell! 



The irksome bishop refuses to 
budge. 

I6...cxd4l 

Good defence by Akobian who finds 


the only path through the jungle in an 
attempt to survive. A less-skilled de¬ 
fender would have walked into either: 

a) I6...bxc4? 17 dxc5 #xc5 18 
£jd7+l. 

b) I6...1b7? (hits both queen and 
bishop) 17 #g3! (threatens 4}g6+!) 

17 ...'&’g 8 18 dxc5 WxcS 19 fixd6! 1 i , xd6 
20 ®xf7 with threats everywhere. 

17 &xd4l Sb6! 

17...bxc4?? 18 <Sig6+ wins. 

I8l.b3l.b7 19 Wh3l 



The pressure reaches a boiling 
point. Black must be vigilant for sacs on 
f7 and e6. 

19.. .a5? 

He had to try 19-Me7 20 fledl 
4^8!, although even here Black’s sur¬ 
vival is doubtful. 

20 Bxd6! 

The storm begins. 

20.. .5xd6 

20...1§ f xd6?? 21 ®g6+ picks off the 
queen. 

21 £ixf7! 

Just look at the perfect harmony on 
White’s side, whereas Black is in total 
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disarray. White’s pieces provide the 
chorus to the knight’s solo. 



21.. .'i?xf7 22 #xe6+? 

Still winning of course, but 22 Sxe6! 
forces immediate resignation. 

22.. .fixe6 23 Axe6+ &g6 24 Jlxc7 He8 
24-a4 25 f4 ids 26 f5+ 'ihs 27 HeS 

Jlxg2 28 Exbs wins without much 
trouble. 

25 Axa5 

How convenient. White picks off a 
pawn and at the same time covers his 
rook on el, eliminating any ideas Black 
may have had of exploiting the pin on 
the e-file. 

25 .. .1.xg 2 26 f4 h5 27 Se5 *h6 28 Ad 2 
Ac6 29 Sc5 

Of course, the bishop on e6 can’t be 
touched due to the discovered check. 

29.. .Ad7 30 Axd7 £\xd7 31 Hxb5 Se2 
Akobian still hopes to make it a race 

by picking off h2 and then racing his h- 
pawn down the board. Kamsky, one of 
the most accurate technical players in 
the world, denies his opponent even a 
trace of counterplay. 

32 h4 £>f6 33 f5+ 4ti7 34 *dl fih2 35 


Ael! £sg4 36 Sb3! 

Covering the entry points for the 
knight. The a-pawn is ready for launch. 

36.. JShl 37 a4 

Lift-off. 

37.. .1fl 38 a5 Sxf5 39 a6 flf7 40 Ha3 
Sd7+ 41 &d 1-0 

Summary 

Black’s position after 8 Ae3 is rather 
fragile, being behind in development 
and space. He can easily wind up in a 
position similar to an Open Sicilian 
gone wrong for Black. 

Came 53 

H.Nakamura-V .Akobian 

Montreal 2008 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic3 dxe4 4 ^ixe4 £id7 
5 4tf3 ®gf6 6 Ad 3 c5 7 Axf6+ Axf6 8 
Ae3 «c7! 



Black’s best choice in the position. 

9 *e2 a6! 

Avoiding the common error 9...Ae7? 

10 0 - 0-0 a6 11 dxc5 Axes 12 Axes 
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#xc5 13 £le5 with a similar position as 
in our game, except White is up a full 
tempo since Black has moved his 
bishop twice, R.Antonio-J.Al Huwar, 
Subic Bay 2009. 

10 0-0-0 b5 

The threat of 11...C4 forces White to 
break the central tension. 

Instead, I0...<$}d5 li dxc5 £}xe3 12 
#xe3 Axes 13 #g5 g6 (perhaps Black 
should risk 13...0-0 14 #>14 h6 15 fihel) 
14 h4 Ae7 15 We3 Ad7 16 ibl 0-0-0 
17 ®e5 ±C5 18 #e2 Ae8 19 h5 left 
White with a pull, despite Black’s 
bishop pair in C.Peptan-A.Maric, Budva 
2003. 

11 dxc5 i.xcS 12 Axes 

After 12 Ag5 Ab7 13 £ie5 (13 
Axf6!) 13...Ad6 14 f4? (14 Axf6 gxf6 15 
^g4) 14...^d5l White found it awk¬ 
ward to deal with the undermining 
threat of ...h6 in A.Shirov-Y.Drozdovskij, 
Mainz (rapid) 2007. 

12...fcc5 13 Ab7 14 flhel 0-0 

An instructive moment. I showed 
this position to several students and 
asked for an assessment. Nearly every 
one of them gave Black the thumbs up 
with statements like: "Black’s attack is 
well underway, while White’s hasn’t 
started.” Or, "Black is clearly faster with 
the open c-file.” 

The truth is, White’s attack is more 
potent. First of all, because Black’s 
knight will be ejected with tempo. Sec¬ 
ond, #64! creates serious weakness in 
Black’s kingside structure. Black’s only 
plan of attack lies in a pawn storm with 


...b4, ...a5, ...a4 and probably ...a3, but 
this simply takes too long. 

15 g4! 



Impulsive, committal, and very 
powerful! 

White does weaken the f4-square, 
but more importantly he doesn’t lose a 
tempo wasting a move with f2-f4. He 
threatens 16 g5, followed by (after 

16.. .4^d5) #e4, ^g4, 4if6+ and #>14 
with a winning attack. 

15.. .#b4! 

Fighting for the f4-square and side¬ 
stepping White’s attacking ideas based 
on #e4. If Black doesn’t take swift 
measures and develops calmly with 

15.. .5ad8?, he gets swept away by the 
tide of the attack: 16 g5 ^d5 17 #e4 g6 
18 <£sg4! (exploiting the punctured dark 
squares; one threat is #e5 and <Slh6 
mate) I8...£ib4 19 £)f6+ < ig7 20 #h4 
h5 21 gxh6+ ^8 22 ^d7! with a crush¬ 
ing double threat. 

16 h4 £)d5 17 #e4! 

Great judgement, and also the sign 
of flexibility. White hasn’t signed a le¬ 
gally-binding contract which stipulates 
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he must checkmate at any cost. He can 
also play for the superior ending, as he 
has three factors in his favour: a pin on 
the d5-knight, a space advantage and 
the superior pawn majority. 



17...fce4 

I would have tried my luck in the 
line 17...f5l? 18 #xb4 £ixb4 19 gxf5 
4ixd3+ 20 £ixd3 J.f3 21 ld 2 exf5 22 
fle3 iLg4 23 &)f4, even though the 
knight is superior to the bishop. 

18 Axe4 



l8...Bfd8? 

The wrong plan. Doubling rooks on 
the d-file allows White to mirror this 
plan. Black begins to get tangled on 


two pins, lateral and horizontal, on the 
d5-knight. Alternatively: 

a) I8...f6? 19 4id7 Sfe8 20 ±xd5! 
Axd5 21 ^b6 !ad8 22 ^xd5 exd5 23 
Sxe8+ Sxe8 24 Sxd5 with good 
chances of conversion due to the extra 
pawn and the vulnerability of Black’s 
queenside. 

b) l8...Sfc8! 19 g5 Bc7 20 Hd4 f6!? 
21 gxf6 gxf6 22 ^d3 with only a slight 
edge for White, who can still go after 
targets like e6. 

19 f4! Id6 20 ld4 Bc8 21 fledl 

That poor knight is pinned on both 
the diagonal and the d-file. 

21...f6 22 £if3 h5? 



A critical moment. This move isn’t 
as strong as it looks and makes matters 
worse. Black gives up a pawn to wreck 
White’s kingside pawn structure, but 
the trouble is he never gets the pawn 
back. However, if he plays passively and 
tries to hang tough, White continues to 
make progress with the plan of b3 and 
c4, exploiting the pins. Even then, Black 
may still save himself: 22...Scd8! 23 h5 
h6 24 a3! (threat: b3! followed by c4) 
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24-.a5 25 £kl2! a4 26 Af3! (clearing e4 
for the knight) 26...f5 27 gxf5 exf5 28 
c4! bxc4 29 ^xc4 Hc8 30 <4d2 flxc4 31 
Sxc4 £>b6+ 32 ■4>c3 £ixc4 33 < A ) xc4! Sb6 
34 Id8+! *h7 35 Adi Sxb2 36 Axa4 
(threatens 37 Ae8! and Ag6 mate) 

36.. .g5l, which may still save Black. 

23 gxh5! Scd8 24 f5 e5 25 S4d2 *f7 

Black’s only chance is to liberate 
himself from both pins. He plans ...&e7, 
.. .Ac6 and then to move his knight. Na¬ 
kamura, with only a small window for 
action, must act quickly while Black is 
still hampered by the pins. 

26 £ih2! 

With two ideas: 

1. £}g4 and a possible <£se3, working 
the pin; and 

2. £sg4 and h6, exchanging and un¬ 
doubling the h-pawns. 

26.. .1 . e7 27 £ig4 Ac6 

Covering himself against 4te3 ideas. 

28 a3! 

Now the b3, c4 plan is in the air. 

28.. .£>e3 

I have learned to my sorrow, time 
after time on ICC, that whenever Na¬ 
kamura ‘falls’ for a combination, bets 
are he has already seen it and found a 
hole! Such is the case here. 

28...Aa8 is superior, but still fails to 
save the game: 29 b3 Ac6 30 c4 bxc4 
31 bxc4 £k3 32 Bxd6 Bxd6 33 Hxd6 
4^6 34 Jlxc6 ^xc6 35 £lxe5+! < A’d6 
(35-fxe5?? 36 f6 gxf6 37 h6 and the 
pawn promotes) 36 <?M7+! 37 h6! 

gxh6 38 ^xh6 and White’s passed c- 
and h-pawns win the game. 


29 Hxd6 2xd6 30 Sxd6 9bxd6 31 £sxf6! 

Picking up a second pawn. Akobian 
must surely have regretted sac’ing his 
h-pawn now. Black’s hopes grow dim 
like the setting sun. Nakamura is one 
of the most tactically alert players in 
the world and rarely misses such shots, 
even in one-minute games. In effect, he 
is the World Cheapo Champion! 



31...Axe4 

White’s point is 31...gxf6 32 h6! and 
Black’s pieces are curiously helpless to 
prevent the coronation of the h-pawn. 
Or 32 £>g8+! *f7 33 Axc6 

4>xg8 34 Ab7 a5 35 Ae4 and Black is 
helpless to prevent the birth of a 
queenside passed pawn. 

32^xe4+ < 4>e7 33f6+! 

An instructive variation on a theme. 
White temporarily gives up a pawn in 
order to turn his h-pawns into passers. 
33—gxf6 34 h6 4f7 35 h7 4>g7 36 £>xf6 

This must have been annoying for 
Akobian. White's knight is a multi¬ 
tasker who has regained the sac’ed 
pawn, is untouchable on f6 and secures 
the h-pawn. 
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36...4tf5! 

Akobian puts up maximum resis¬ 
tance. His plan: ...£ih6 and ...<Sff7, which 
covers the queening square and wins 
the lead h-pawn. Despite his tenacity, 
however, Black’s position is beyond 
repair. 

37 h5 4ih6 38 i>d2 £>f7 39 ^g4 i>xh7 
Knight endings are the closest thing 
to a king and pawn ending. Black is 
doomed because White stays up a 
pawn and his h-pawn is dangerous. 
Moreover, White’s powerful, central¬ 
ized king threatens to raid the queen- 
side, whereas Black’s king is assigned 
the menial task of watching over the 
passed h-pawn, and so White can cre¬ 
ate a passed pawn on the queenside. 

40 <4>d3^d6 

He can’t allow the king to e4. 

41 £)xe5 *h6 42 <id4 i’xhS 43 ‘i’cS 1-0 
Black’s king is a million miles away 

from the action. 

Summary 

You don’t have to force checkmate in 
every Rubinstein French. Sometimes 


you win just by squeezing the oppo¬ 
nent with your extra space. 

Came 54 

E.L’Ami-M.Luch 

Maastricht 2007 

1 d4 e6 2 e4 d5 3 ^c3 dxe4 4 £ixe4 Ad7 



The Fort Knox Variation, as the 
name implies, is a line where Black 
gives up the centre, space and often a 
bishop for a knight, all in the name of 
solidity. You can expect an easy edge 
out of the opening, but winning, well, 
that is another matter! But take heart, 
the Maginot Line didn’t work out so 
well for the French in World War II. The 
secret: be patient, and chip away at 
Black slowly, and you may deny your 
opponent his half point. 

5 £>f3 ±c6 6 l.d3 £id7 7 0-0 £igf6 8 
<£ied2! 

This is now considered to be the 
main line against the Fort Knox French. 
White avoids trades which give Black 
relief in his cramped situation, and 
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White fights for a grip on the e5-square 
with 4k4. 

8 4kj3, the old mainline, doesn’t 
make as much sense, as the knight has 
no great prospects on g3. 



8..JLe7 9 4k4 J.d5 

A crossroads. Black has several 
plans: 

1. Play ...iLxf3 and ...c6, turning it 
into a Caro-Kann position where Black 
cedes the bishop pair in exchange for a 
super-solid game. 

2. Play ...J.e4 and swap bishop for 
bishop, simply reducing the number of 
white pieces on the board and remov¬ 
ing a dangerous attacker. 

3. Play ...0-0 followed by ...b6, retain¬ 
ing the bishop, and shoot for the ...c5 
pawn break. 

Let’s examine the specifics: 

a) After 9...ilxf3 10 #xf3 c6 11 c3 
0-0 12 Jlf4 4k)6 13 4k5 4}fd5 14 J.g3 
Black’s position is solid, but also rather 
lifeless, as he is short on space and 
White owns the pair of bishops. More¬ 
over, White is ahead in development 
and the freeing ...c5 is not very tempt¬ 


ing since White’s development lead 
and bishop pair would come alive. 

b) 9~.Ae4 sees Black enter super¬ 
grovel mode and want to swap without 
giving up the bishop pair: 10 jk,xe4 
4ixe4 ll ^e2 4kf6 and now 12 Hdl! 
puts the clamp on both the ...c5 and 
...e5 breaks, leaving Black with a lifeless 
but still solid position, F.Vallejo Pons- 
M.Suba, Dos Hemnanas 2002. 

c) 9-. b6 10 4ke5 Ab7 (now White 
has a promising sac...) 11 4l\xf7! < ixf7 

12 4}g5+ *g8 13 4^xe6 #c8 14 lei 
with two pawns for the piece, Black’s h- 
rook sitting it out on the sidelines 
where it will be out of the action for a 
long time, and a shaky black king, es¬ 
pecially on the light squares and the 
a2-g8 diagonal. 

10 4ke5 4^xe5 11 4bce5 0-0 12 We2 c5 

13 dxc5 Axes 14 ±g5 Ae7 15 ladl 
Wc 7 16 c4 Ac 6 17 b4! 



The beginning of an insurrection on 
the other wing. White finds a clever 
method of activating his queenside 
majority, as the pawn can’t be touched. 
Instead, going for the bishop pair is a 
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false path: 17 4ixc6?! bxc6! followed by 
...c5 equalizes, due to Black’s dark- 
square power arid also his grip on the 
d4-square. 

17...Sad8 

Taking on b4 is suicide: 17...Axb4?? 
18 Axf6 gxf6 19 Axh7+ *xh7 20 Wh5+ 
*g7 21 ®g4+ ! ih7 22 fid3 mates. 

18 b5! 

A good decision. White gives up 
control oveT c5, but in Teturn he shack¬ 
les Black’s bishop to e8. 



I8...4e8 

In case Black thinks about rerouting 
the bishop to c8 with l8...Ad7? then 
comes 19 Axf6! Axf6 20 Axh7+! < 4 > xh7 
21 ®d3+! ‘A’gS 22 4}xd7 (strangely 
enough, Black can’t do a thing about 
the pinned knight) 22...Ae7 23 ®d4 
Sfe8 24 ld3 Af8 25 2fdl and the 
knight continues to lounge serenely 
within Black’s borders. 

19 f4 WcS+t 

The start of a bad plan. He should 
tTy to untangle with 19...h6 20 J.h4 a6 
21 a4 Ad7l 22 2f3l when clearly an 
attack is brewing, but Black has 


counter chances due to the open centre 
in case White goes crazy on the attack. 
20 <4hl £sd7? 21 ®e4! 

Threatens mate and b7. 



21...f5! 

21 ...g6 22 Axe7 ^x.e7 23 Wxb7 is 
hopeless for Black. 

22 £sxd7 Hxd7! 

The best choice in a difficult situa¬ 
tion: 

a) If 22...J,xd7? 23 Axe7 ttxe7 24 
#xb7 and Black can resign. 

b) 22...fxe4? 23 4ixc5 Axg5 24 Axe4 
2xdl 25 Sxdl 2xf4 26 g3! Sf2 27 £sxe6 
Ae7 28 Axb7 Af7 29 Ad5 Axe6 30 
Axe6+ <4>f8 31 a4 and the opposite- 
coloured bishops won’t save Black. 

23 1ixe6+ 4>h8 24 Sfel ±xg5 25 fxg5 
d8 

After 25...g6 26 Afi Sxdl 27 Sxdl 
Af7 28 Wd6 White wins easily. 

26 Afl 

Rybka found the amazing line 26 
fie5l! Wa3 27 Sxf5! Sxf5 28 #xf5 Ag6 
(this looks crushing, but...) 29 Afl!!. 
This trick allows White to exploit the 
back rank and take the point. It is lines 
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like this which tend to incite in humans 
a Frankenstein complex, believing com¬ 
puters, our creation, have taken over 
chess. The way I look at it is: computers 
are just a tool we humans invented, 
therefore we take full credit for all their 
great moves! After all, an Olympic 
weight lifter doesn’t fear competition 
from a forklift, who can certainly out- 
lift the human! 

26.. .1.f7 27 We2 5de8 28 #f3 Axel 29 
flxel b6 30 We3 2c8?! 

The ending is easy for White. Black 
had to try BO.-J^cS 31 #f4 JLe6. 

31 Wxc5 lxc5 32 2e7 4g8 33 Sxa 7 
i xc4 34 ±xc4+ =xc4 35 4>gl lc 2 36 a4 
Sb2 37 h4 g6 38g3 5b4 

Or 38...*h8 39 fia6 Ib4 40 *f2 
(goal: c3) 40...i>g7 41 *63 *f7 42 *d3 
4 > g7 43 &c3 lg4 44 a5! flxg3+ 45 < 4’c4 
bxa5 46 b6 flg4+ 47 ‘A’cS Sb4 48 fixa 5 
Hbl 49 Sb5 and wins. 

39*f2 

White’s king strolls to the queenside 
to assist the pawn promotion. 

39.. .f4 40 gxf4 Bxf4+ 41 4>e3 Sxh4 42 
a5! 1-0 



The b-pawn costs Black his rook. 

Summary 

The Fort Knox lives up to its name. 
Black gives up space and usually the 
bishop pair to boot, and dares White to 
come after him in the bunker! 


Came 55 

J.Peters-C.Lakdawala 

Southern California State 
Championship 2008 

IM and Los Angeles Times chess col¬ 
umnist Jack Peters and I have been 
friends for over 30 years. He was the 
undisputed king of Southern California 
chess in the 70's and 8o's. As his crown 
prince, I ruled in the 90’s, only to be 
unceremoniously ousted myself by a 
pair of tyrants, GMs and co-rulers, Kha- 
chian and Akobian, around 2002. 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £id2 dxe4 

One of the benefits Black gets from 
the Rubinstein lines is that he gets the 
same positions from 3 4ic3 and also 
from the Tarrasch 3 ^d2, so it saves a 
lot of study time. 

4 ^xe4 Ad7 

The Fort Knox Variation, the dull¬ 
ard’s paradise, was a moronic choice on 
my part because after the 5th round, I 
was in 2nd place and desperate to beat 
Jack with the black pieces. As I ex¬ 
plained to him later, I was “grovelling 
for the win!” 

5 <£)f3 &c6 6 J,d3 Zhd7 7 0-0 £)gf6 8 
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■-iied2 ,i.,e7 



9 4ic4 

I had this position against GM Ti¬ 
gran Petrosian (no, not the World 
Champion, the other one!) at the 2008 
National Open G/10 Championship. 
The game went 9 Sel (securing e4 
first) 9-0-0 10 b3 ,i,xf3 11 #xf3 c6 12 
±b2 2e8 13 <Sk4 Wc7 14 ^e5 Had8 15 
Hadl (I expected Tigarano to go ballis¬ 
tic and sac on h7) 15—i.f8 16 c4 ‘Sbces!? 
17 dxe5 4ld7 18 J,xh7+!? (there we go!) 
I8... < 4’xh7 19 ®xf7 fle7 20 ttTi5+ *g8 
21 Bd3 g6! (throughout my life, I have 
always been an incompetent attacker 
and an excellent defender; here my 
defensive instincts were correct as 
Black avoids the false path 21...®?? 22 
Sh3 Sf4 23 g3 *a5 24 ifl If5 25 
IT 17 + 4>f7 26 g4! Sf4 27 ikcl! which 
evicts the rook from the f-file, giving 
White a deadly attack) 22 'S f xg6+ J,g7 
23 Sedl Bc8 24 h4 4lf8 with a complex 
position, probably in White's favour 
After securing an advantage, later I 
botched the game with both our clocks 
hanging. Sadly, most IMs just don’t 


have the quick sight of the board that 
the majority of GMs possess. As a result 
we tend to get burned in the time 
scrambles. 

9-.0-0!? 

I decided to allow him his ‘threat’ £>a5. 
Instead, 9-0-0 10 Sel b6 11 £>ce5 
^xe5 12 dxe5 £sd7 (I2...^e4!? is a pos¬ 
sibility) 13 £sd4 ±h7 14 'B r g4 Be8 15 
jth6 Jlf8 16 jtg5 Jte7 17 h4 and the 
cramping e5-pawn gives White attack¬ 
ing chances, with the weak c6-square 
also a concern for Black, I.Smirin- 
A.Chernin, Moscow 1994- 



10 £ia5 

Jack was under the impression that 
my last move was a blunder. 

10...1,d5! 

An important move: c4 must be 
provoked, which weakens his d4- 
square and his dark squares later. 

11 c4 Jb(f3 12 fcf3 c6! 

My opponent missed this idea, 
which Tegains the pawn. Of course, 
Black is strategically busted after the 
lame 12...b6?? 13 £»c6 1§e8 14 Ad2 and 
Black will neveT unravel. 
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13 ^xb7 #b6 14 £lc5 £sxc5 15 dxc5 
i.XC5 

Assessment: 

1. Black controls d4; 

2. Black has dark-square control; 

3. White has the bishop pair, which 
glares in the direction of Black’s king; 
and 

4. Critical to the coming moves is 
White’s b4-pawn break, which would 
open the game and get his queenside 
pawn majority in motion. 

Perhaps the position is dynamically 
balanced. 

16 Sbl! 

A new move and an improvement 
over 16 l.g5?! J.d4! 17 Sabi a5 18 
Sfdl Sfd8 19 Ah4 c5 when Black al¬ 
ready stands better due to his iron grip 
on the dark squares, R.Castineira- 
A.Anastasian, Ubeda 2001. 

I6...a5 17 a3! 

White must react vigorously before 
Black establishes a central bind on the 
dark squares. After 17 b3?l Ad4! 18 a3 
c5 Black is better. 



17...iLd4?! 


Chickening out. Fear leads to hesita¬ 
tion; hesitation leads to defeat. I should 
have gone forward with 17...a4! 18 b4! 
axb3 19 Sxb3 #07 20 Ab2 e5l (after 

20.. .J,e7?? 21 J.xf6! J.xf6 22 J.xh7+! 
*xh7 23 #h5+ *g8 24 Sh3 J.h4 25 
Sxh4 f6 White should win, not due to 
his extra pawn, but to the insecure 
situation of Black’s king) 21 #g3 Sfe8 
22 Eel Ad6. I had analysed the posi¬ 
tion up to this point and reasoned that 
White stood clearly better after 23 c5? 
Axc 5 24 itxe5, but I had missed: 

24.. .Axf2+l! 25 < 4'xf2 Hxe5l 26 Sxe5 
#xe5l 27 #xe5 £}g4+ 28 4>e2 4ixe5 
with an extra pawn and good chances 
to convert. 

18 b4 axb4 19 axb4 



18.. .5fd8? 

Black weathers the attack after 

19.. .C5! 20 bxc5 #xc5 21 flb5 #C7 22 
Sg5 Hfd8 23 J.f4 #e7. Perhaps the 
pharmaceutical industry may some day 
invent a drug designed to prevent 
paranoia in chess players! I analysed to 
this point and once again misassessed 
it as being in White’s favour, seeing 
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ghosts everywhere and believing he 
had an attack. Black’s grip on the dark 
squares keeps his king a lot safer than 
it looks and chances are balanced. 

20 0511^7 21±f4 

Now White enjoys a slight but nag¬ 
ging advantage. 



21.. .#d7 

Allowing the bishop to entrench it¬ 
self on d6.1 had planned 2l...Ae5?, but 
realized it loses after 22 Axes #xe5 23 
#xc6 £\g4 24 g3 His 25 '#g2! when 
Black has nothing and White’s passers 
carry the day. Likewise, after 21...e5?? 
22 AgS Black doesn’t have a good re¬ 
sponse. 

22 Ad6 e5! 

Avoiding multiple losing lines: 

a) 22...£ie8? 23 Ifdl! Af6 (or 

23.. .£>xd6 24 Axh7+! 'i'xh? 25 Sxd4 
We7 26 cxd6! and 26...flxd6?? isn’t pos¬ 
sible due to 27 ld3+) 24 Ae4 Sac8 25 
Af4! and c6 falls. 

b) 22...^d5?? 23 We4. 

23 Af5 We8 

Certainly not 23. ..Wo7^ 24 b5. 

24^3 g6 25 Ad3 1^7 


Threatening ...£}e8. 

26 b5 



26.. .Axc5?? 

Finally succumbing to White’s pres¬ 
sure with a hallucination. 

26...cxb5! saves Black: 27 Axb5 Wf5! 
(the counterattack on f2 ties White 
down, at least enough for Black to save 
himself) 28 Ac6 Ha6! 29 ±b7 (29 
#b7?? allows Black a huge attack after 

29.. .5.2 30 *hl £sg4) 29-.Saxd6! 30 
cxd6 lxd6 and the knight and pawn 
offer full compensation for the ex¬ 
change. In fact, I even prefer Black here. 
27 Axes Wxd3 28 Ae7! 

Bleep! (Please insert favourite ex¬ 
pletive). Uhm... yes, there is that! For 
some reason, I had only analysed a 
queen trade. If an undertaker had been 
observing the game at this point, just 
one look at me would have brought a 
smile to his face at the possibility of a 
bit of business coming his way! I 
should have resigned, but played on 
only because Jack was in his customary 
time trouble. 

28.. .ttf5 29 Axd8 fixd8 30 bxc6 fic8 31 
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fifcl i>g7 32 h 3 Ic7 33 Wc4 £ie4 34 
#c2 <4>f6 35 Sb7 Sc8 36 c7 i>e7 37 Sdl 
<£id6 38 WcS 1-0 

After the game, Jack poured alcohol 
on the wound by informing me that 
the last time he beat me was 1994! 

Summary 

The Fort Knox appeals to players who 
like trench warfare (i.e., me!). Black 
forces the position he wants at the high 
price of the bishop pair and space. 

Came 56 

R.Fischer-T.V.Petrosian 

9th matchgame, 

Buenos Aires 1971 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £ic3 £ic6 

IM John Watson calls his Dangerous 
Weapons chapter on this line ‘Swearing 
in church’. Like the Guimard French 
where Black plays ...4^c6 before playing 
...c5, this line tends to raise eyebrows. 
Of course, we Veresovers thrive on 
blocking our c-pawns with our knights! 



4 £jf3 £if6 5 exd5 

Let me tell you a little secret. French 
players are involved in a world-wide 
conspiracy. They all claim to cherish 
playing the black side of Exchange 
French, but this is misinformation de¬ 
signed to throw off White. The truth is 
they actually hate all irritating ex¬ 
change lines! I am a French player and 
one time my opponents, all of them 
lower rated, hit me with 8 (!) Exchange 
Frenches in a row. Each time they ex¬ 
changed my d5-pawn I Temember grat¬ 
ing my teeth and fighting the urge to 
strangle them! 

5...exd5 

5...‘Sixd5 is also possible, but doesn’t 
equalize if White reacts correctly: 6 
£\e4! i,e7 7 J.d3?! (7 c3! 0-0 8 ±d3 
gives White the normal Rubinstein 
edge) 7...^db4! and Black got rid of the 
powerful attacker, B.Abramovic- 
Z.Nikolic, Novi Sad 1985. Here 8 J.c4? 
wasn’t possible since Black has the tac¬ 
tic 8...£ixd4!. 

6 J,b5 J.g4 

Black has many choices from this 
position: 

a) 6..Jk,b4 sees Black agree to con¬ 
tinue the symmetry a while longer: 7 
<Sie5 0-0 8 jk,xc6 bxc6 9 0-0 jtxc3 10 
bxc3 ®e4 11 J.a3 le8 12 f3!? 4}xc3 13 
#d3 ^a4 14 Sael He6?! (l4..JLd7) 15 
f4 and White had an attack brewing, 
N.De Firmian-M.Cordara, Ticino 1993. 

b) 6...J.d7 7 0-0 ±d6?! 8 Hel+ £}e7 9 
J.g5 c6 10 J,xf6 gxf6 ll itd3 and Black 
must take care to avoid trades from 
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this point on due to his broken pawn 
structure, M.Ebeling-J.Kekki, Helsinki 
1993. 

c) The problem with 6...Jld6?! is that 
it doesn’t address the problem of how 
to deal with the pin if White plays J,g5: 
7 0-0 0-0 8 Jtxc6 bxc6 9 £ie5 i.b7 10 
i.g5 and Black decided to backtrack, 
ceding a tempo with lO..JLe7 in 
A.Rodriguez-C.Florez Fernandez, Me¬ 
rida 1992. 

d) Players as strong as GM Rozentalis 
have tried the turkey 6...a6?!. I love it 
when they give up a move to force the 
move I wanted to play in the first place! I 
remember reading an online article 
once which had the nerve to claim Black 
stood better after the dubious 6...a6. As 
the old saying goes: “Don’t believe eve¬ 
rything you read!” Here 7 Axc6+ bxc6 8 
0-0 J.e7 9 ^e5 J.b7 10 4}a4! is all very 
Nimzowitschian: c5 is firmly blockaded 
and can even be backed up with <§M3. 
Black is essentially stuck with his pawn 
weaknesses. 

e) Next game we examine 6.. JLe7. 



7 h3 J.xf3 8 Wxf3 J.e7 9 ±g5 a6 


White had a nagging pull afteT 

9 .. . 0.0 10 0 - 0 - 0 ! £>e4 11 J,xe7 ^xe 7 12 
Shel Wg5+ 13 Ve 3 #xe3+ 14 Sxe3! 
<£sd6 in L.Fressinet-O.Foisor, Saint Affri- 
que 2000. Here White should play the 
simple 15 itxc6 bxc6 16 <£}a4 and pick 
on the sickly black pawns on the 
queenside. 

10 ±xc6+ bxc6 11 0-0 0-0 12 fifel h6 
13 ±h4 Wd7 14 Se2 a5 15 Hael i.d8 
AfteT 15...Sfe8 16 b3 Ad8 17 Sxe8+ 
£lxe8 18 jtxd8 WxdS 19 <S^a4 White's 
advantages are a blockade on c5, own¬ 
ership of the e-file, and targets on c6 
and a5. 

16 b3 Sb8 17 ^a4l! 

Although Fischer certainly dealt 
with multiple negative personality is¬ 
sues during his lifetime, most players 
consider his chess moves sacrosanct. 
My big brother Rybka and I would both 
be racked with remorse if we dared 
criticize his move. So we won’t! 

Black gets tied up like a pretzel after 
the simple 17 Jtg3! fie8 18 Ae5! He6 
19 Wd3! when he must also deal with 
#a6 ideas. All this being said, Fischer’s 

17 ^sa4i! is the birth of a profound se¬ 
ries of wobbly-looking ideas which con¬ 
spire to create a perfectly-shaped 
whole. 

17.. .®e418 ±xd8 8bxd819 Wf4! 

This looks like a silly strategic error 
since it allows Black ...WdB with tempo. 
Keep watching. 

19.. .Wd6 20 «xd6! 

Amazing! Now he voluntarily cor¬ 
rects Black’s misaligned pawns. 
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20...cxd6 21 c4! ^ f6 



22 Id! 

Black is also hard pressed to hold 
the game after 22 c5l. 

22...Sb8 

22...Sfe8 23 Bxe8+ Hxe8 24 cxd5 
cxdS 25 £ic3 Bc8 26 £te2 flxcl+ 27 
®xcl in essence leaves White a clear 
pawn up, since Black’s doubled d- 
pawns are useless for the purposes of 
the establishment of a passed pawn. 

23 cxd5 cxd5 



Fischer’s sequence produced: 

1. A queenside majority; 

2. Black is saddled with sickly dou¬ 
bled isolanis on the d-file; and 


3. White controls the c-file, giving 
him opportunities for rook raids to c6, 
menacing d6 and perhaps later the a5- 
pawn. 

24 f3 £>h5 25 2c6 £tf4 26 Sd2 2fe8!? 

Refusing to get tied down to passive 
defence with 26...Sfd8. 

27 2xd6 Hel+ 28 <&f2 Shi 29 *g3 
£>h5+ 30 < 4 > h4! 



Fischer is willing to endure incon¬ 
venience in exchange for material and 
jams his king in the corner the way a 
traveller would with an oversized bag 
on a plane. For the next ten moves, Pet¬ 
rosian sacs pawns left and right, mak¬ 
ing a mighty effort to weave mating 
nets or, failing that, bag a perpetual 
check. 

30.. .g6 31 Sxd5 He8 32 fixa5 Heel 33 
£k3 £\f4 34 < 4’g4 4be6 35 He5 f5+ 36 
*g3 f4+ 37 i?h4 

And not 37 &f2??, met by 37...flhfl 
mate. 

37.. .*h7 38 4 g5+ 39 i?g4 ^g7! 

Black threatens ... 1 4’g6 and ...h5 

mate. 

40 4^xg5+! 
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40...hxg5 41 Sxel flxel 42 ■A’xgS < ?_ie6+ 
4B ^ f 5 Se2! 

Clever, but by this point White has 
collected too many pawns for his piece. 
44 Sxe2 £>xd4+ 45 *e5 £ixe2 46 a4 1-0 
The knight is overwhelmed by the 
army of white pawns. Sorry Morphy, 
Capa and Kasparov. The three of you 
must fight it out to see who gets the 
title of second-best player of all time. 
Fischer, like Ali, was the greatest. 

Summary 

I used to play the 3...£>c6 line as Black, 
but abandoned it due to the annoying 
4 exd5! Exchange line. Symmetry is no 
fun when you are the guy down the 
move. 


Game 57 

M.Kobalia- 
Nguyen Ngoc Truong 

Al Ain 2008 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 <5k3 £lc6 4 £tf3 £>f6 5 
exd5 exd5 6 J.b5 Ae7 


Black sensibly inoculates himself 
from the pin on g5. 



7 ®e5 i.d7 8 0-0! 

There is no rush to exchange since 

8.. .£>xe5? drops a pawn. 

8.. .0-0 9 fiel a6?! 

How quick they are to make this 
concession. I would hold off for a while 
at least, and play 9...fle8 10 Af4 h6. 
Perhaps then White has nothing better 
than to take on c6, although after 11 
±xc6 J,xc6 12 #f3 JLb4 13 a3 ±xc3 14 
^xc6! bxc6 15 #xc3 ®d7 16 f3! Black 
still has troubles: his c6-pawn, the a- 
pawn, the dark squares and with his 
knight, which for now has no scope. 
Perhaps he should manoeuvre it to e6. 
10 Axc6 *,xc6 11 jtg5 

Playing for central pressure over the 
structural damage which he can inflict 
with 11 £}xc6 bxc6 12 <£sa4. 

11.. .4te4? 

Drifting into a wretched ending. His 
best shot was to curl up into a ball and 
hope to unravel later with ll...jte8! 12 
Wd3 c6 13 fie3 h6 14 Ah4 i.d7 15 Hael 
Se8. Admittedly, matters are not pleas- 
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pleasant for Black, but this is far better 
than what happens in the game. 

12 ±xe7 Wxe7 13 <£ixc6 bxc6 14 f3! 

This deceptively strong move is even 
better than winning a clear pawn with 
14 We 2 1^4 15 £>xe4 Bfe 8 16 f 3 dxe 4 
17 fxe4. 

14.. .^xc3 15 Sxe7 <£sxdl 16 fixdl Bab8 

17 b3 Sbc8 

l7...Sfc8? 18 Bdel 4f8 19 Bd7 and 
White’s threat to double on the sev¬ 
enth forces 19-Be8 20 Bxe8+ Bxe8 21 
flxc7 which is hopelessly lost for Black. 

18 fld3 Bfe8 19 Bxe8+ Bxe8 20 4f2 f5 
21 flc3 Be6 22 b4l 

Bye, bye a6-pawn! 

22.. .f4 23 Ea3 4f7 24 Sxa6 4e7 25 
la3! 



The correct plan: 

1 Manoeuvre the rook back to c3; 

2. Play a4; 

3. Post the rook at c5; and 

4 . bs! either wins another pawn or 
swaps rooks, which forces Black into a 
pawn-down king and pawn ending. 

25...*d7 26 Sc3! 

Like an echo, the rook returns to c3. 


26.. .5h6 27 h3 Be6 28 a4 4c 8 29 Bcs! 
4d7 30 b5! 

His long-term plan comes to frui¬ 
tion. 

30.. .1e3 

Or 30...g6 31 a5l cxb5 32 fixd5+ Bd6 
(any other move drops a second pawn, 
but now White wins the king and pawn 
ending) 33 flxd6+ cxd6 34 4e2 d5 35 
4d3 b4 36 c4l and wins. 

31 Bxc6 Sa3 32 Sc5 4d6 33 C4! dxc4 34 
Sxc4 g5 35 4gl 4d7 36 h4! 

Giving his king access to Black’s 
pawns on that side of the board 
through the winding road of h3 and g4. 

36 .. .fial+ 37 4h2 gxh4 

Or 37...h6 38 hxg5 hxg5 39 4h3 Sa2 
40 g3 Sf 2 41 fic3 Bd 2 42 gxf4 gxf4 43 
Bc 4 and f4 falls to 4g4 and 4xf4. 

38 d5 h3 39 4xh3 Bhl+ 40 4g4 Egl 41 
Bc2 Sal 42 4xf4 2xa4+ 43 4e5 Sb 4 44 
g4 Bb3 

If 44.-Sxb5 45 Sh 2 c6 46 Bxh7+ 
4d8 47 4e6 Sxd5 48 f4 Sd4 49 g5 Bxf4 
50 g6 and the g-pawn wins a whole 
rook. 

45 Sh 2 fie3+ 46 4f4 Se7 47 lh6 Bf7+ 
48 4g3 4e8 49 f4 Bd7 50 4h3 

I don’t really get this move, which 
doesn’t hurt White. SuTely 50 f5 is more 
useful? 

50.. .5xd5 51 Bxh7 Bc5 52 g5 4f8 53 
4g4 4e8 54 f5 1-0 

Summary 

So far, I haven’t found a clear way for 
Black to equalize in the Exchange varia¬ 
tion of the 3...^c6 French. 
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Chapter Six 


1 d4 d5 
Second Move 


1 d4 d5 2 £ic3 



In this chapter, we mainly concen¬ 
trate on Black’s second-move options 
after: 1 d4 d5 2 £k3, which include: 

a) After 2...Af5 Black may refrain 
from playing an early ...<£^6. 

b) 2...£lc6 sees Black mirror the 
Veresov. 

c) With 2...C5 Black scoffs at the 
Veresov and attempts to take over the 
initiative immediately! 


2 

Alternatives 


d) With 2...g6 Black plays it Grunfeld 
style. 

e) We also cover some of Black’s 
more ridiculous attempts like 2...e5?!. If 
this alternate-universe reversed Albin 
Counter-Gambit works, then I am will¬ 
ing to concede that Black stands better 
from move one! 


Came 58 

Z.Varga-B.Lengyel 

Budapest 1994 

1 d4 ds 2 £>C3 &f5 

In a little tweak, Black plays his 
bishop out before moving his knight to 
f6, possibly to avoid pins based on jtg5. 

3f3 

You can also hold back on f3 and 
play 3 i.g5 h6 4 i.h4 c6 5 Wd2 £id7 
when 6 f3 <5^gf6 7 0-0-0 transposes to a 
mainline Veresov from Chapter Three. 
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3.. .e6 

The independent route. Instead, 

3.. .£tf6 4 Ag5 £sbd7 5 <£ixd5 or 5 lki2 
transposes to Chapter Three. 

4 e4 Ag6 5 i.d3 

Guarding the knight with 5 a3!?, 
which protects e4, looks a tad slow: 

5.. .dxe4 6 fxe4 e5l (a vigorous reaction; 
Black sacs a pawn in an ending with 
little hope of regaining it, but his de¬ 
velopment lead compensates) 7 dxe5! 
®xdl+ 8 'S’xdl £}c6 9 J,f4 0-0-0+ 10 
&d f6! ll £tf3 fxe5 12 <2lxe5 £sxe5 13 
jk,xe5 offered full compensation for the 
pawn in J.Hector-J.Smeets, Fuerth 2002. 

Next game we look at 5 4}ge2. 

5.. .6.6 

After 5 ..Ac 6 6 &ge 2 l.b4 7 a3 l,a5 
White oveTpressed with 8 h4?l in 
J.Hector-E.Berg, Swedish Team Cham¬ 
pionship 2003, but the simple 8 0-0! is 
an easy improvement. 

6 £ige 2 J,e7 

Nobody has yet tried the logical 

6.. .C5! 7 exd5 4^xd5 8 £ixd5 #xd5 9 c4 
#d7 10 J.xg6 hxg6 11 jte3 cxd4 12 
WxdA l r xd4 13 ^xd4 a6, which looks 


like an ending arisen from a c3 Sicilian. 
White has a tiny spatial edge and his 
queenside pawn majority looks slightly 
better than Black’s kingside majority. If 
I had to bet though, I would put my 
money on a draw. 

7 Jte3 £ic6?! 

This bogs him down. He needs ...c5 
for future counterplay. Perhaps Black 
should cede some territory whilst free¬ 
ing himself a bit with 7...dxe4 8 <£ixe4! 
QSb&l and only then play for ...c5. 

8 e5 £>d7 9 J.f 2 l,xd3 10 cxd3! 



This unstereotyped recapture is ef¬ 
fective because: 

1. It opens the c-file for a rook; 

2. White understands that Black 
needs ...c5 eventually, but when he 
does play it, White will respond with 
dxc4 and then has a back-up d-pawn 
and can push d4 again; and 

3. Wb3 becomes a possibility. 

On the flipside. Black eliminates 
White’s good bishop and best attacker. 

10...<£}cb8 

Black experiences respiratory prob¬ 
lems and craves air with a ...c5 break. 
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11 fb3 b6 12 f4 f6? 

Breaking the principle: don’t allow 
the game to open when behind in de¬ 
velopment. 

13 Hcl 

Missing an opportunity to punish 
Black’s last move: 13 f5! fxe5 14 fxe6 
£rf8 15 ^xd5 £}xe6 16 0-0 and Black 
finds himself dangerously lagging be¬ 
hind with a king stuck in the centre. 

13...C6! 

Correcting his error. 

14 0-0 h5? 

A continuation of his flawed policy 
of allowing the centre to remain fluid 
while behind in development. Black 
equalizes after 14...f5! (closing the posi¬ 
tion) 15 £idl 0-0 16 ?he3 a5. 



15-S^dl 

Both players remain oblivious to the 
f5! break, but White’s move is not bad. 
He clears the d-file to put pressure on 
c6 and prepares to transfer the knight 
to the superior e3-square. Again, 
though, 15 f5! makes Black sweat: 
15-.fxe5 16 fxe6 <£if8 17 dxe5 £ixe6 18 
jle3 Wd? 19 d4 4^a6 20 4ig3. This looks 


like a French gone wrong for Black. 

15.. .C5? 16 dxc5?! 

16 f5! £tf8 17 exf6 Axf6 18 dxc5 is 
simply dreadful for Black. 

16.. .£>xc 5 17 1tc2 a5 18 <£>ec3 

White prefers to go for a strategic 
squeeze, but why not open the game? 
18 exf6! gxf6 19 f5 e5 20 d4 £ie4 21 
jk,e3 leaves Black's king in a precarious 
position. 

18.. .^c6 19 a3?! 

Better was 19 d4. 

19.. .6.8?! 

19 -fxe5! 20 fxe5 d4l and Black is 
back in business. 

20 d4^d7 21#d3 

Sigh... Get on with it, man! 21 f5! 
and he should play it the following 
move also. 

21.. .Wc7 22 &e3 Wb7 

Alternatively: 

a) 22...£\xd4? 23 1^4 Ac5?? 24 
#d3 d4 25 £}b5 retains the extra piece. 

b) 22... 0-0 23 f5! £sdxe5 24 dxe5 
^xe5 25 Wdl and Black doesn’t have 
enough for the piece. 

23 ^cxd5! 
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At last, White wakes up and force¬ 
fully destabilizes Black’s position with a 
promising piece sac, getting two good 
central pawns foT the piece. 

23.. .exd5 24 ®xd5 £)d8 

Really not a blunder since Black’s 
position was on the verge of collapse 
anyway, as shown by: 

a) 24~.‘A’f8 25 e6 £idb8 26 £)xb6! 
«b<b6 27 Wg6 28 Bxc8. 

b) 24...Ad8 25 e6 £sf8 26 fifel g6 27 
f5 g5 28 i.g3 b5 29 e7 ±xe7 30 Sxc6L 
25 ^ 5 ? 

Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin de¬ 
scribed it in a song: "Been dazed and 
confused for so long, it’s not true.” 
Varga misses 25 #g6+! &f8 26 <£ixe7 
Bh6 27 Wg3l. 

25.. .h4? 26 h3? 

26 Bxc8! #xc8 27 e6! ®xe6 28 Bel 
■4>f7 29 f5 wins. 

26.. .*f8 27 J.e3 Bh5?? 28 Bxc8! 1-0 

28...Wxc8 29 Icl followed by Bc7 
regains the material with interest. 

Summary 

Yes, I know. This game was teeming 
with blunders. One of the charms of 
the Veresov I have grown to love is its 
disorienting nature (hopefully just for 
your opponent!). In this game both 
players drifted and missed thematic 
ideas. This will occasionally happen to 
you too (Lord knows it happens to me 
all the time!). When it does, just em¬ 
brace the chaos and stay aggressive. 
The longer you play the Veresov, the 
less crazy it gets. 


Came 59 

M.Khachiyan-B.Dolinskij 

Moscow 1996 

1 d4 ds 2 £ic3 Af5 3 f3 e6 4 e4 J.g6 5 
<£>ge2 

White avoids posting a bishop on 
d3, with the inevitable tTade for the g6- 
bishop. Since he controls more space, 
he avoids exchanges. 



5.. .^f6 

If Black wants to avoid a closed 
French/Advance Caro structure, he 
should open the game a bit with 

5.. .dxe4!? 6 fxe4 £sf6 and now 7 Ag5?! 
was a bit superficial, leading to swaps 
in B.Maksimovic J.Nikolac, Bjelovar 
1979. Better to kick immediately with 7 
e5! 4bd5 8 £ixd5 exd5 9 £tf4 jte4 10 
Ad3 when White’s extra space and de¬ 
velopment give him the advantage. 

6 e5 £tfd7 7 h4! 

7 4Yf4?! doesn’t take into account 
the health of his centre: 7...C5 8 <£ixg6 
hxg6 9 f4 cxd4 10 #xd4 <£)c6 saw White 
getting kicked around, J.Mense- 
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T.Visschedijk, German League 2004. 

7...h6 8 ±h7 9 l.d3! 



Generally this should help Black, who 
benefits from trades, especially of 
White’s good bishop. But here Khachian 
understands that the swap subtlety 
weakens the light squares around 
Black’s king, with the help of a sac on e6. 

9.. .Jtxd3 10 lb<d3 

Khachian has his eyes on an e6 sac 
followed by #g6+. He wants more than 
just space after 10 cxd3 c5 11 dxc5 
Axes 12 d4 Ab4. 

10.. .1te7 

Instead, 10...C5 11 £>cxd5l exd5 
(Black gets smacked down after the 
careless ll...cxd4?? 12 4}xe6!) 12 e6 
£rf6 13 'B r b5+ Ad7 (13 ...£>c 6?? 14 #xb7 
£ie7 15 ^5+ wins) 14 #xb7l? fxe6 15 
4^xe6 #c8 16 #xa8! #xa8 17 £>c7+ 

18 £ixa8 Jld6 finds us in an interesting 
and difficult-to-assess ending. 

11 £sxe6!? 

The e6- and g6-squares become 
ground zero for a nuclear test explo¬ 
sion. Having played Melik Khachian 
many times, I can tell you the man is 


not shy when it comes to eyebrow¬ 
raising sacs! In this case, the sac looks 
sound enough for at least a draw. 



11.. .fxe6 12 Wg6+ 13 fce6 c6?! 

Black needs to shake things up in 
the centre to challenge White’s wing 
attack. I would play the disruptive 

13- --C5! 14 4}xd5 ^c6 which either 
forces White to give the perpetual 
check or take great risks going for the 
full point. 

14 £ie2! 

Heading for g6 ot e6. 

14.. .'te8? 

I wonder what Khachian would 
have played after the correct 

14- .±xh4+! 15 g3 ±g5 16 f4 ±e7 17 
#f5+ 'A’gS. Now would he take the 
draw after 18 ®e6+? Knowing Melik, 
more than likely he would have turned 
up the volume a notch, and avoided 
the perpetual with 18 jte3! where 
White’s attack is a well-oiled machine. 
His plan: 

1. Castle queenside; 

2. Play g4 with the possibilities of 
g5, ripping open lines; but 
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3. His obvious difficulty: he remains 
down a piece for only one pawn! 

15 £>f4 

Threatening devastation on g6 and 
forcing Black’s next move. 



15».Ab4+ 16 c3 ®xe6 17 £sxe6+ 4>f7 18 
£ic7 J.a5 19 <£sxa8 !c8 

19...^a6? 20 b4 Ad8 21 a4 makes 
the situation even worse for Black, who 
has trouble winning the a8-knight. 

20 b4 ±d8 21f4*e6? 

Black may be shell-shocked and 
loses a couple of tempi. His position 
remains dismal even after the correct 

21...&a6 22 f5 <&f8 23 g4 Sxa8 24 g5l. 
22 g4 ^a6 23 f5+ *e7 24 g5l 



The armada surges forward. 

24...h5 

24-hxg5? 25 hxg5 Hxa8 26 Sh7 4>f8 
27 Hh8+ < 4>e7 28 g6 and there is no de¬ 
fence to Sg8. 

25 g6! Hxa8 

He finally eliminates the doomed 
knight, only to be obliterated on the 
other wing. 

26 l.g5+ l A > f8 27 0-0! 

Chess pundits advise: don’t push 
too many pawns in front of your cas¬ 
tled king. Khachian obviously differs 
with this theory! 



27.. /hc7 28 Sael 

Or 28 f6! <^e6 29 fxg7+ <&g8 30 
±h6! I.e7 31 Sf7 Se8 32 Safi, which 
leaves Black helpless against the idea 
Ulf5!, Ilxh5, move the bishop and 
»5h7. 

28.. .<£>e8 

The stampede can’t be held back af¬ 
ter 28...Axg5 29 hxg5 a5 30 e6 ^b6 31 
e7+ ^g8 32 f6. 

29 ±xd8! 1-0 

29- Sxd6 30 e6 wins a knight since 
White also threatens 31 e7+. 
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Summary 

It isn’t easy to take advantage of 

2.. Jtf5, but Khachian’s 5 4}ge2 avoids 
swaps and plays to his space advan¬ 
tage. 

Came 60 

B.Spassky-G.Gilquin 

Corsica (rapid) 1997 

1 e4 ®c6 2 d4 d5 3 &c3 

Our move order would be 1 d4 d5 2 
4k3 £>c 6 3 e4- 

3.. .dxe4l? 

I don’t claim to understand the mo¬ 
tivation behind this line where Black 
allows White to push his knight around 
with gain of development. 3...e6 trans¬ 
poses to the ‘Swearing in Church’ line 
of the French, covered in Chapter Five. 



4d5^>e5 5^f4! 

Turning it into a real gambit. White 
can also play the meeker and safeT 5 
#d4 £}g6 6 'B f xe4 7 #a4+ Ad7 8 
±b5 a6 9 Jlxd7+ l f xd7 10 ®xd7+ £>xd7 
11 £tf3 h6 12 Ae3 0-0-0 13 0 - 0-0 4Me5 


14 ‘Sixes <Sixe5 when White’s advanced 
d-pawn gave him a safe edge in 
S.Tiviakov-J.Becker, Eupen 2000, but 
enough to win? I have my doubts. 

5—6 lg3 a6 

Black declines the gambit. Next 
game we examine the gluttonous 

6.. .f5!?. 

7 i-C4 8 We2! 

Threatening e4 and intending to 
castle queenside. 

8.. .1.g4 9 We3!? 

Breaking News: Hell Freezes Over! 
We all tend to mellow with age. I 
can’t imagine the 19 -year-old Spassky, 
who worshipped at the altar of sacri¬ 
fice, playing this move. Even a regis¬ 
tered chickenheart like me would sac 
with 9 f3l? exf3 10 4ixf3. Does this 
mean I am braver than Spassky? For the 
pawn White gets ample compensation: 

1 . A lead in development which is 
bound to increase - just look at the 
constipated bishop on f8! 

2 . Open f- and e-files foT his major 
pieces; 

3. A cramping d5-pawn, which, if 
challenged with ...e6 or ...c6 at some 
later point, opens even more lines for 
White; and 

4 . Black’s king stranded in the cen¬ 
tre. If he goes queenside it looks easy to 
rip Black open with jk,xa6!. 

9.. .'td7 10 h3 i-f5 

Or 10..Jth5 11 Sige2 Jtxe2 (to re¬ 
duce White’s attackers) 12 Wxe2 0-0-0 
(he either plays this or sits around and 
awaits execution with his king in the 
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middle) 13 0-0-0 4b8 14 Axa6! bxa6 15 
Wxa6 Wc8 16 Wb6+ ®b7 (l6...4a8 17 
Axc7 Sd7 18 Wa5+ 4b7 19 Sd4! forces 
mate) 17 Axc7+. 



110-0-0 b5 

11 ... 0 - 0 - 0 ?? 12 1tfa7 shows one great 
benefit of stationing the queen on e3. 

12 vb3 Vc8 

Black’s dilemma is that if he tries to 
free his kingside pieces at the cost of 
opening the game, he faces 12...C5!? 13 
dxc6 #xc6 14 £}ge2 and then: 

a) 14...e5! 15 Wg5! 'fc 8 16 Axes! 
£lxe5 17 %)g3 ^d3+! 18 cxd3 ±e6 19 
±xe6 fxe6 20 ibl Wc5 21 <2}gxe4 4}xe4 
22 £sxe4 ItfxgS 23 £ixg5 4d7 24 Shel 
He8 and White has an extra pawn, with 
conversion to the full point requiring 
some technique. 

b) I 4 ...e 6 ?! 15 £)d4 Wb7 16 £>xf5 
exf5 17 4ld5! (hits the f6- and c7- 
squares) 17...Hc8 18 #g5l ^.e7 19 WxfS 
0-0 20 h4! Hfd8 21 h 5 £)f8 22 h6 with a 
crushing attack. 

13 &)ge2 e5! 

Of course this move, the point of 

I2...1 , c8, blasts the game open and 


plays into White’s hands. The alterna¬ 
tive is even worse, which is to do noth¬ 
ing and continue to stare at the f8- 
bishop and h8-rook, who remain cryo- 
genically frozen to their squares. 

14 dxe6 fxe6 

Even worse is 14„JLxe6?l 15 £lxe4 
Jie7 16 ^xf6+ Axf6 17 #c5!, which 
prevents castling, threatens 18 Shel 
followed by #c6+, and hits c7- 

15 f3! 

The Spassky of old returns with a 
vengeance. The secret in such positions 
is never count pawns. Just repeat the 
mantra: open lines, open lines! 



15.. .exf3 16 £ld4!? 

Rybka gives 16 #xf3 c5 17 Jlc7! 
(threatening both 18 Wc6+ and also 18 
2d8+) 17-C4 18 Axc4! bxc4 19 g4 with 
complications that appear favourable 
to White. 

16.. .£se7? 

After this, Black looks like a goldfish 
that accidentally flops out of his bowl. 
He struggles for a while, but death is 
certain. 

It was time to bail out with 
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I6...ic5! 17 Wxf3 ±xd4 18 ^c6+! <Af7 

19 fixd4 the? 20 Wxc7 Wxc7 21 &xc7 
£hc8. This only gives White the supe¬ 
rior ending, which looks pretty good 
from Black’s perspective if you consider 
what happened in the remainder of the 
game. 

However, I6...fxg2?? 17 4ixe6! 

threatens two (!) double checkmates on 
the next move: 17-..Axe6 18 Axe6 
gxhlW 19 J.xc8+ Ae7 20 flxhl Sxc8 21 
We6 and Black is crushed. 

17 4bce6 Axe6 18 J,xe6 Wb7 19 gxf3 c6 

20 Hhel Way 21 We5 £sg6 

Not that other moves were so won¬ 
derful for him. 

22 iLf7+! 



Double check. No need to move the 
queen. 

22...^xf7 23 We6 mate (l-o) 

Summary 

The position after 3...dxe4 4 d5 <£se5 
looks to me like a poor man's version of 
the Alekhine’s Defence on the queen- 
side. White’s 5 Jk.f4 turns it into a 
promising gambit. 


Game 6l 

M.Apicella-V.Vaisman 

French Championship, 
Angers 1990 

1 e4 ^c6 2 d4 d5 3 £>c3 dxe4l? 4 d5 
5 Af4 £ig6 6 Ag3 f5l? 

Black hangs on to his extra pawn for 
dear life and dares White to do some¬ 
thing about it. 



7 £sh3! 

Controlling f4 and keeping options 
open for a future £ig5. 

7...e5 8 dxe6 c6! 

Probably superior to the alterna¬ 
tives: 

a) 8...Wxdl+ 9 fixdl c6 10 J.c4 h6 11 
0-0 £if6 12 f3! 1x5+ 13 4>hl b5 14 lb3 
e3!? (virtually a pawn sac; the alterna¬ 
tive 14-exf3 15 fixf3 <£se7 16 ±e5 looks 
tough foT Black) 15 Sfel <4x7 16 £tf4 
<£}xf4 17 J.xf4 and e3 is doomed, 
M.Apicella-S.Soetewey, Brussels 1993. 

b) 8...1xe6?! 9 £^>5! J.d6 10 lxd6 
cxd6 11 Wd4 £>h6 12 £}xd6+ &f8 13 
0-0-0 £rf7? (l3...Wf6 is better) 14 ®xf5! 
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saw White steal a pawn in broad day¬ 
light in I.Rogers-C.Laird, Noosa 1998. 

9 #xd8+ *xd8 10 £sg5 £>h6 11 0-0-0+ 
*e8 



12 J.C4!? 

You don’t see this too often. White 
goes all in and sacs a piece with queens 
off the board! However: 

1. He gets at least two pawns for the 
piece; 

2. Black's king has already moved 
and remains drifting in the centre; 

3. The e6-pawn chokes the devel¬ 
opment of Black’s queenside; and 

4. White has a huge development 
lead and powerfully centralized pieces. 

If White gets all of this then why 
don’t I award his last move an exclam? 
My reasoning is: bravest doesn’t always 
equal best when it comes to how we 
pick out lines. I see this tendency with 
some of my students. They go for some 
spectacular and speculative sac when a 
simple quiet move secures a clear and 
safe advantage. When I point out the 
advantages of the quiet line, they in¬ 
variably argue against the tyranny of 


suppressing art! Sometimes it is trying 
to be the chess parent to stubborn off¬ 
spring! 

I would go foT the low-risk and 
promising 12 h4!. For example: 

a) 12...f4 13 i.h 2 &g4 14 £>cxe4 
5}xh2 15 Sxh2 £\e5 16 2h3 h6 17 £sf3 
£}g4 18 <§M4 when I don’t see Black’s 
compensation for the pawn. 

b) 12...jtc5 13 h5 £\e7 14 Ac4 and 
Black’s game is a tangled mess. 

12.. .f4 13 <£>cxe4!? 

White can also regain some of his 
material with 13 fxg3 14 ®xh8 
£ixh8 15 hxg3. 

13.. .Ae7 14lhel fxg3 15 hxg3 



15..Jb<g5+! 

Reducing the attackers and making 
room for the king on e7. An example of 
some of the dangers Black faces is the 
line: 15...£>e5 16 J.b3 a5 17 a4 £>hg4? 
18 f3 £rf6 19 £id6+ J,xd6 20 Hxd6 *67 
(not 20...£sg6?? 21 e7! £>xe7 22 i,f7+ 
*f8 23 Sd8+ <2ie8 24 fixe8 mate) 21 
Sxe5l. 

16 <£\xg5 *e7 17 f4 b5?! 

Understandably Black is weary of 
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being pushed around and desires to 
push back, but this move creates a 
fresh weakness on c6. 

18 J.d3! 

This controls f5, threatens tricks like 
■Sixh7 and the bishop may redeploy to 
e4, where it looks at both wings. 

I8...^f8 19 J.e4! Sb8 

Black must let another pawn fall, as 
19-.Ab7? fails to 20 ^xh7! overloading 
the f8-knight. 

20 J.xc6 J.b7 21 ilxb5 -ixg2 22 1x4 
2c8 23 lb3 lc6 24 £if7! 



24.. .<^xf7 

I don’t see a way for Black to save 
himself. For instance: 24...Sg8 25 g4! 
4ixg4 (25...a5 26 f5 £ixg4 27 f6+! £}xf6 
28 <£sd6 wins) 26 £sd6 wins material, 
since 26...flc7?? 27 £)f5+ 4f6 28 e7 is 
hopeless for Black. 

25 exf7+ 4*6 26 2d6+ 4*5 27 Ie5+ 
4g4 28 flg5+ 4h3 29 flxg7 1-0 
There is no defence to 30 2g8. 

Summary 

6.. .f5l? is incredibly risky. In fact, I be¬ 
lieve this entire line stinks for Black! 


Game 62 

LAronian-B.Annakov 

Moscow 1995 

I used to play Levon Aronian when 
he was a teenage IM on the ICC around 
the time this game was played. He had 
such an unassuming, stodgy style (like 
Reshevsky), that it never occurred to 
me that just a few years later he would 
be a contender ranked in the top five 
players in the world. 

1 d4 d5 2 $3c3 c5 3 e4! 

The Albin Counter-Gambit, but a 
full move up since it’s White who plays 
it. 

3.. .cxd4?! 

Black declines the gambit and fires 
back with the offer of a dubious one 
himself. I think the best route for Black 
in this position is to decline the gambit 
with 3...£*6! 4 e5 and then: 

a) 4...£se4 5 ^xe4 dxe4 6 d5 #c7 7 
1*4 g5! 8 ±g3 lg7 9 #h5 Axes 10 
0-0-0! (sidestepping 10 Wxg5 Wa5+!) 

10.. .1*4+ 11 4b 1 <?M7 and now, in¬ 
stead of the 12 Wh6? of G.Portisch- 
C.Csiszar, Zalaegerszeg 1992, 12 Wxg5! 
leaves White slightly better. 

b) 4...£)fd7 transposes to a line in 
the Alekhine, which comes from the 
order 1 e4 £*6 2 <2k3 d5 3 e5 £*d7 4 d4 
c5. Now 5 e6!? fxe6 6 <£*3 was seen in 
J.Hector-M.Konopka, German League 
1997, and gives White reasonable 
compensation for the pawn, with his 
control over e5 and Black’s clogged 
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situation with both bishops. 

Next game we’ll look at Black’s third 
option, 3„.dxe4. 

4 tod4 <Sk6! 

Obligatory, since 4-dxe4? 5 tod8+ 
'A’xdS 6 jLf4 led to an ending where 
Black’s king was in real peril in the 
game H.Mayerhofer-I.Somerlik, Hra- 
byne 1995. 

5 tod 5 Ad7 

This is the kind of shaky gambit you 
encounter at chess clubs all over the 
world. You know in your heart that 
your opponent’s sac shouldn’t work, 
but the reality is that you must endure 
his initiative for the next 20 moves or 
so. Watch how Aronian patiently re¬ 
buffs his opponent’s attempts to make 
something concrete with his initiative. 

6 v N .f6 7 IMl! 



A psychologically difficult move to 
make, but a good one. Most players 
regard the retreat of an already devel¬ 
oped piece back to its original square 
as a kind of defeat. However, keeping 
the queen ‘developed’ elsewhere sim¬ 
ply hands Black a convenient target for 


his pieces. A parallel can be made be¬ 
tween Aronian’s move and a line of the 
French: 1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 £>c3 ilb4 4 e5 
b6 5 ®g4 JLf8!. There the bishop re¬ 
turns to its place of birth to avoid 
weakening or moving the king. 

7.. .e5 8i.d3! 

Aronian consolidates, avoiding the 
sharper 8 J,c4. 

8.. .11b4 9 J.d2 0-0 10 h3! 

Aronian’s careful play demonstrates 
that Black has only fishing chances for 
the pawn. 

10.. .2e8 ll ^e2! 

Principle: trade down when ahead 
in material. 

11.. Jk,xd2+ 12 tod2 #b6 13 c3 Had8 
14 to2 Sc8 15 Wb3 to5 16 0-0 ±e6 



It looks like Black is getting some¬ 
where kicking White around, but in 
reality he is building a castle in the sky 
since White’s position doesn’t deterio¬ 
rate in any way. It goes against our 
human nature to allow the opponent 
to bully us for this long. See, though 
how Aronian humbly forebears the in¬ 
sults and turns the other cheek in 
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response to his opponent’s shoving, 
patiently waiting for his turn to be in 
control. This patience is often misin¬ 
terpreted as lethargy or cowardice by 
players on the club level. It’s not, and I 
Temind them to re-read the story of the 
tortoise and the hare we read as chil¬ 
dren! 

17 #C2! 

He isn’t afraid of ghosts on the c- 
file. 

17.. .b5 

Naturally, 17...£ib4?? fails to the 
simple 18 cxb4l Sxc2 19 bxa5, winning 
a piece. 

18 4}g5 Jlc4 19 £tf3! 

I discovered long ago that it annoys 
opponents if I repeat a position twice, 
and then pull the rug out from under 
them, refusing to repeat a third time. 
Perhaps Aronian’s motives for repeti¬ 
tion were not as Machiavellian as mine, 
and he simply repeated to get closer to 
the move 40 mark and avoid time 
trouble. 

19.. .5.d8 

Realizing that White may just be 
toying with him and would most cer¬ 
tainly have avoided the draw after 

19.. . J.e6 20 b4l *36 21 Hfbl with a4 to 
follow. 

201.XC4 bxc4 21 b4 cxbB 

After 21...'S r c7 22 Sfdl Black has zip 
for the pawn. 

22 axb3 

White removed the air out of Black’s 
initiative with carefully sustained de¬ 
fence. Watch how he keeps improving 


his game, little by little. 



22.. .#b6 23 la4 a6 24 £id2! 

Protecting b3 and keeping the pos¬ 
sibility of c4 as a nice perch for the 
knight. 

24.. .'tc5 25 £\c4 

Avoiding the silly trap 25 5xa6?? 
£ib4. 

25.. .a5 26 fffal 



The initiative swings over to White, 
who retains his extra pawn and now 
eyes a new target on a5. 

26...1a8 27®cl! 

Incremental adjustments. See how 
he slowly brings all his pieces into play? 
The knight wasn’t doing much on e2, 
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but on cl it covers b3 and prepares to 
enter the fight from d3. 

27...fied8 28 £>e3 #d6? 

Black is under the impression that 
he still has the initiative and misses 
White’s threat. However, if 28...Sab8 29 
Sc4 Wb5 30 ^d3! £>xe4 31 £)xe5! £ixe5 
32 Bxe4 White stays up a pawn. 

29 b4! 



Another one bites the dust! 

29.. -lac8 

Realizing the futility of 29. .Mc7 30 
fcb3. 

30 bxa5 ®d4 31 ®b 2 

Even two pawns up, Aron i an 
doesn’t mind dancing to his oppo¬ 
nent’s tune for a while longer. 

31.. .5.8 32 Wa2 £\e6 33 £>b3 #d3?! 

His position is still busted after the 

superior 33~.Wa6. 

34 a6! 

The c3-pawn doesn’t matter. The 
advancing a-pawn paralyses Black. 

34.. .HXC3 35 a7 Ixb3 

35-..Ba8 36 Sc4! fd3 37 Sdl traps 
the queen in mid-board. 

36 Ic4 1-0 


I realize this low-key game isn’t the 
most exciting in the book, but it’s in¬ 
structive. In books and magazines it’s 
always the attackers who get all the 
attention and glory. In real life patient 
defenders win just as often. 

Summary 

Declining the Reversed Albin with 

3 .. .^>f6! looks like Black’s best route to 
equality. 

Game 63 

B.Grachev-C.Lakdawala 

Internet blitz 2007 

1 d4 d5 2 Af4 

For more information on the Lon¬ 
don System please order several copies 
of my excellent book Play the London 
System ! 

2.. .C5 3 e4! 

Darwinian law states that the pow¬ 
erful always oppress and prey on the 
weak. GM Grachev, who probably views 
an old IM like me the same way a hun¬ 
gry young cheetah looks upon an eld¬ 
erly and well-fed gazelle, signals his 
refusal to play strategic chess and at¬ 
tempts to take my head off with a Re¬ 
versed Albin Counter-Gambit. The ex¬ 
tra move means a lot in the open posi¬ 
tion and Black must continue with 
great care. 

3.. .dxe4l? 

In this case common sense bows to 
pure greed! As I mentioned last game, 
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the more prudent decision would be to 
decline the gambit. 

4 d5 £>f6 5 £sc3 



You get this position from the 
Veresov via: 1 d4 d5 2 OsCS c5 3 e4 dxe4 
and then 4 d5 £if6 5 Af4. 

5.. .a6 

A strategic trap to watch for is 

5.. .e6? 6 J,b5+ Ad7 7 dxe6! fxe6 and 
White picked off both e-pawns, 
C.Lakdawala-B.Baker, San Diego 2007. 

6We2! 

This is also my favourite plan when 
I’m White in this position. The idea is to 
castle queenside and then go after 
Black’s king. 



6.. .±f5 

Hanging on to the extra pawn. 
Other moves: 

a) 6...^ixd5? 7 0-0-0 e6 8 ®xe4 
(White regains his pawn while retain¬ 
ing his massive development lead) 

8.. .jte7 9 Bxdsl? (uncharacteristically 
reckless! Black gets clobbered after the 
more patient 9 Jlc4!) 9-..exd5 10 £ixd5 
J.e6?? (panic; Black should play 10...f5! 
11 Wa.4+ if8 12 <£\xe7 Wxe7 13 4Yf3, 
but White still has huge compensation 
for the exchange as Black’s entire army 
is snoozing on the last rank) ll tbc7+ 
4>f8 12 l'xb7 ig5 13 £>e 2 J.xf4+ 14 
®xf4 J.c8 15 #1)6! 1-0 C.Lakdawala- 
B.Bereick, Internet blitz 2009. 

b) 6..Jtg4!? 7 f3 exf3 8 ^xf3 g6 9 
0-0-0 with big compensation for the 
pawn thanks to White’s development 
lead, the pressure down the e-file, and 
because the d5-pawn hampers Black’s 
harmony and cramps him. 

7 0 - 0-0 thbdl 

Black doesn’t have the luxury for 
such aggression as 7...b5?!. Indeed, af¬ 
ter 8 f3 exf3 9 gxf3! b4? 10 <S}e4 J.xe4 
11 fxe4 in C.Lakdawala-V.Krishnan, San 
Diego (rapid) 2009, for only one pawn 
White had: 

1. A large development lead; 

2. A space advantage with cramping 
central pawns; 

3. The bishop pair; and 

4. An attack. 

8h3! 

This is played to induce the weaken¬ 
ing ...h5. 
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8...h5 

Or 8.-1136 9 g4 ±g6 10 f3 e5 11 
dxe6 fxe6!? 12 fxe4 e5 13 Jth2 0-0-0 14 
£13 We6 15 £ih4 ±f7 16 &g2 c4 17 
ibl J,c5 18 £15 with an edge for 
White, LWinants-O.Korneev, Warsaw 
2005. 

9 f3 e3!? 

Trying to cool off his initiative. Ac¬ 
cepting the pawn is very dangerous: 
9-.exf3 10 £sxf3 Wa5 11 'A’bl 0 - 0 - 0 ? 
(Grandmaster Magerramov misses the 
next move) 12 <$}e5! threatened 13 
£sxf7 as well as 13 £sc4 in C.Lakdawala- 
E.Magerramov, Internet blitz 2007. 

10 lxe3 Was 11 £ige2 0-0-0 12 £ig3 
A.g6 13 £lge4 £ixe4 

An example of the perils for Black is 
the line I3...h4? 14 £ig5 (threatening 
J.d3, which undermines f7) 14-£)h7 15 
£)e6! fxe6 16 dxe6 £sb6 17 Ixd8+ <i>xd8 
18 We5 £k8 19 Wb8 Wb6 20 ±b5! 
clearing the d-file for the rook mates. 

14 fxe4 e5? 

As rancid as it looks, 14-16 had to 
be played. 

15 dxe6 fxe6 16 ±c4 Wb6 17 JLgs! Se8 


18 Wg3! 



Black’s pieces are totally out of sync. 

18.. .h4 

Black is quickly reduced to helpless¬ 
ness if he goes passive with 18.. Jtf7 19 
Shfl J.g8 20 Sf3, and he gets crushed 
after l8...Wb4?? 19 lxd7! 4>xd7 20 
Sdl+ *c6 (or 20...'A’c8?? 21 ±xe6+ 
Hxe6 22 id8 mate) 21 Wd3 ib6 22 a3l 
Wa5 23 Ad8+, which picks off the 
queen. 

19 ±xh4 Ah5 20 ld2 Wc7 21 Wxc7+ 
Why not? He is up a pawn now. 
ll.^xc? 22 g4 Ag6 23 i.g3+ 4>c8 24 
h4! £>b6 

Avoiding the trap 24-£l6? 25 
Shdl! (threat: mating with Jlxe6+!) 

25.. .b5 26 ^xb5l axb5 27 Axb5 and 
Black collapses since 27-.Se7 Tuns into 
28 Aa6+ fib 7 29 Hd8 mate. 

25 &e2 ±e7 26 4>bl 
But not 26 g5?? Axg5. 

26.. . i f6 27 e5 &e7 28 h5 Ah7 29 J.f3 
£>c 4 30 Be2 ±gs! 

Threatening to fork on d2. 

31 i.el! 

After 31 £ie4?! ±xe4 32 i.xe4 £>d2+ 
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33 ial thxe 4 34 Sxe4 Hhf8 Black re¬ 
mains active and conversion won’t be 
easy for White. 

3l...±f4? 

I felt pretty good around here. 
Maybe I was clawing my way back into 
the game? There I was, thinking these 
beautiful thoughts, when Grachev’s 
next move rudely dispelled this day¬ 
dream. The experience of facing down 
a top-tier GM is really just enduring a 
series of surprising jolts. Go back to the 
time when you discovered that Darth 
Vader was actually Luke Skywalker’s 
father. Yes, the shocks are just like that! 

Better was 31...fld8. 

32 ile4! 



Taking Black’s best piece out of the 
equation. 

32.. Jbte5? 33 Axh7?! 

Good enough, but he had better. 
Both sides miss the trick 33 Ad3! &xc3 
34 Jlxc3 i.xd3 35 cxd3 £>d6 36 ±xg7 
and I would resign here. 

33.. .5xh7 34 b3! ^a3+ 

34...J.XC3 35 Axc 3 <5M6 36 Sfl fie7 
37 Sf8+ < ±>d7 38 JLeS is busted for Black 


who is hopelessly passive, with a silly¬ 
looking rook on h7. Moreover, his 
knight is dominated by White’s mon¬ 
ster bishop, while White’s rooks rule. 

35 4>b2 ±xc3+ 36 Axc3 4ib5 37 i.e5 
<4>d7 

There is no saving the game. For ex¬ 
ample: 

a) 37...^d4 38 Sf2 <£>c6 39 Ad6 sees 
White menace both ib<c5 and fif7. 

b) 37—Sf8 38 Hhh2! £id4 39 Shf2 
Uxf2 40 Sxf2 and there is nothing to be 
done about Sf7. 

38Sdl+ 1-0 

SS-icS 39 Sf2 is hopeless. 

Summary 

Accepting the Albin Counter-Gambit a 
full move up is a pretty scary prospect 
for Black. That extra move gives White 
a long-lasting initiative plus attacking 
chances for the pawn. 

Came 64 

Buyakhin-M.Botvinnik 

USSR 1968 

I had the honour of playing the 
great Mikhail Botvinnik in a simul in 
Montreal when I was 15-years old. I 
plotted with my friend, Andy, another 
junior who also played the legend. We 
grudgingly conceded Botvinnik had an 
edge oveT us strategically, but he was 
weak (for a World Champion!) tacti¬ 
cally, and that we both had excellent 
chances to whip him should corn- 
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plications arise! We had unearthed his 
Achilles heel and were ready to strike! 
Oh, the innocence of youth. 

In the game, by some miracle I 
managed to outplay Botvinnik strate¬ 
gically on the black side of a King’s In¬ 
dian and reduce him to moving back 
and forth. I was so close to the win that 
I visualized the headlines in the follow¬ 
ing day’s newspaper: ‘Boy Genius De¬ 
feats 3-Time World Champ!!!’ Tragically 
my fantasy wodd disintegrated quickly 
when Botvinnik unexpectedly sac’ed a 
piece (rather unsoundly), confusing the 
living daylights out of me, and swin¬ 
dled me of the point. Could it be that 
Andy and I maybe needed to reassess 
our theory about Botvinnik the tactical 
weakling? 

1 d4 g6 2 3k3 d5 



3 e4 dxe4 4 ®xe4 i.g7 5 ®f3 ®d7 

Black gets into trouble quickly after 
tbe logical-looking but weak 5...Ag4? 6 
Ac4! with the threat of 7 Axf7+!. Then: 

a) 6...e6 7 Ag5 i.xf3 8 Wxf3 f6 9 
Jk,e3 We7 10 £k 5 4ic6 11 0 - 0-0 0 - 0-0 12 
Jla6! and already l-o in R.Gukasian- 


P.Natacheev, Anapa 2008. 

b) 6...^hf6 7 4ieg5! 5f8 (Black is 
busted after 7...e6 8 £ixf7!) 8 £ixf7! 

i.xf3 9 £>xd8 Axdl 10 £se6 J.xc2 11 
£>xg7+! 4 > d7 12 £\e6 when Black had 
managed to keep the material even, 
but White still had a strong initiative in 
P.Rosen-F.Lindgren, Stockholm 1996. 

Next game we look at 5-^h6. 



6 J.C4 £>b6 7 ±b3 a5 8 c3 a4 9 Ac2 <$}f6 
10 tbxf6+ Axf6? 

A Tare strategic error by the Mr. 
Spock of the chess world. Black should 
play the unnatural I0...exf6! ll 0-0 o-o 
12 Sel J,e6L Let’s assess: 

1. White’s healthy four versus three 
pawn majority on the queenside 
means a win should the game reach a 
king and pawn ending; 

2. White controls extra central 
space; 

3. The extra pawn surrounding 
Black’s king keeps it safe; and 

4. Black keeps a grip on the central 
light squares for now. The fight will 
revolve around how well Black holds on 
to his control. White may try to expand 
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with b3 and c4, but this could weaken 
his d-pawn. 

Conclusion: chances may be dy¬ 
namically balanced. 



11 ilh6! 

Pinpointing the flaw with Black's 
last move. Black’s king is stranded in 
the centre and experiences difficulties 
castling. 

ll...Sa5l? 

The rook volunteers for a risky mis¬ 
sion to eject the intruder on h6. 

12 0-0 Bh5 13 Wcl Sg8 
Threatening 14...g5. 

14 ±f4Sa5 15lelg5?! 

Even Botvinnik had his off days. At¬ 
tempting to wrest the initiative from a 
position of weakness rarely works. He 
should just defend with 15...Ae6 16 
£sd2! 4>f8 17 i.h6+ Jig7 18 £se4 &d5. 

16 ±e5 J.xe5 17 Sxe5 fixes 18 £)xe5 
Wd6 

Unappealing are: 

a) I8...h6?l 19 Wdl! which threatens 
both the a-pawn and WiS. 

b) l8...Hg7 19 #dl a3 20 bxa3 f6 21 
^d3. 


19 Axh7 Sg7 20 Wc2 f6 21 £tf3 J.d7 22 
c4 c5 23 Jle4 g4 24 dxc5 ®xc5 25 £)d2 
Jl,c8 26 Bel 4f7 27 Wc3 fig5 28 g3 Wc7 
29 l.g2 Be5 30 b3 axb3 31 axb3 



White has his extra pawn on the 
queen’s wing. Time to slowly nurture it 
forward. 

31.. .Bh5 32 4tfl! 

Little moves like this are deceptively 
hard to find in our own games. White 
patiently improves the position of his 
knight to e3. 

32.. .<^d7 33 Wd4 £se5 34 #e4 Wb6 35 
#e3 Wxe3l? 

Trying his luck in a pawn-down 
endgame. He probably feared for the 
safety of his king had he kept queens 
on the board after 35...'i r b4 36 Sal. 

36 ^xe3 lh8 37 Hal! 

Both fia8 and Ha7 are in the air. 

37.. .1Ld7?! 

Giving up a second pawn in the 
hope of getting somewhere with his 
bishop over White’s knight. He proba¬ 
bly should have stayed passive with 

37.. .5d8 38 Ba8 4>e8 39 &fl, although 
then Black has no useful plan. 
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38 i.xb7 Bb8 39 2a 7 4 Jc 6 40 !,xc6 
J.xc6 41 Sa3 

He wants two connected passed 
pawns over the line 41 4Jxg4 Bxb3 42 
flal. 

41...±f3 42 4>fl e5 43 4?el <4>g6 

43-fih8 44 £»fl Sd8 45 £ki2 doesn’t 
get Black anywhere. 

44 4?d2 f5 45 4>c3 f4 1-0 



Resignation looks a bit premature, 
but it isn’t: 46 Ba6+ <4^5 47 gxf4+ exf4 
48 la5+ *g6 49 <2Jd5 Axd5 50 lxd5 
Hh8 51 c5 Sxh2 52 c6 Bh7 53 b4 easily 
wins the queening race. 

Summary 

The ...d5 and ...g6 set-up looks playable 
if Black sidesteps several opening traps 
and doesn’t mind a slightly more 
cramped game. 

Game 65 

K.Chernyshov-A.Panchenko 

Zalakaros 2003 

1 £ic 3 d5 2 d4! 


Brilliantly recovering from his shaky 
first move by steering the game into a 
Veresov! Just kidding, 1 <§Jc3 is a per¬ 
fectly good move. 

2...g6 3 e4 dxe4 4 £Jxe4 Ag7 5 4rf3 
£>h6 



6 Ma 

Others: 

a) 6 c3 0-0 7 1x4 b6 8 0-0 lb7 9 
We2 £>d7 10 Bel £rf5 11 lf4 £\f6 12 
4^3 £id6 13 lb3 e6 14 Badl and Black 
experiences difficulties engineering 
either ...e5 ot ...c5, H.Vatter-J.Hofrichter, 
Leimen 2001. 

b) 6 lc4 isn’t as logical since Black 
has the manoeuvre ...4tf5 and ...£\d6! 
which may lead to exchanges: 6...<STf5 7 
c3 0-0 8 0-0 £Jd7 9 lf4 <2Jd6! and now 
White agreed to the loss of time with 
10 ld3, but even then Black was yet to 
fully equalize in M.Kaminski- 
J.Kiedrowicz, Bielsko Biala 1991. 

6.. .4Jf5 7 C3 <£>d6 8 ^g3 

In general, the side with more space 
should dodge exchanges. 

8.. .1g4 

A common strategy for Black: elimi- 


182 



1 d4 d5 2 §3c3: Second Move Alternatives 


eliminate the knight, which controls 
the important e5-square, and then 
change the pawn structure to suit his 
remaining bishop with ...c6. 

9 h3 l.xf3 10 Wxf3 c6 

Assessment: 

1. Black developed harmoniously at 
the cost of the bishop pair; 

2. Besides the bishop pair, White 
also controls more central space due to 
his d4-pawn; and 

3. Black must make a crucial deci¬ 
sion: should he free himself by fighting 
to play ...e5l? at some point. Doing so 
opens the game for White’s bishops, 
but also frees Black. The alternative is 
to go the passive route, and remain 
solid but cramped and forgo ...e5. 

Conclusion: White has a slight but 
enduring advantage. 

11 h4! 



White uses his h-pawn as a batter¬ 
ing ram and gets Black skittish about 
castling kingside. 

11.. .h5 

Perhaps an overreaction. Better was 

11.. .£)d7 12 0 - 0-0 0-0 13 hs Wa5 14 


<4>bl #d5!, taking the sting out of the 
attack by exchanging queens. However, 
after 15 Jte2 Wxf3 16 ik,xf3 White still 
controls the game with his bishop pair, 
central space and kingside space. 
Moreover, Black hasn’t achieved either 
the ...c5 or ...e5 pawn breaks, but still 
Black remains supeT-solid and such 
positions are not so easy to win with 
the white pieces. 

12 l.e5! 

Well timed, just before Black plays 
...<5}d7, controlling e5. 



12...4>f8?l 

As a consequence of this move, the 
h8-rook won’t see daylight for a long 
time, but after 12...0-0 13 Sh3! sud¬ 
denly the sac on h5 becomes a very Teal 
threat and puts pressure on Black to 
come up with a good defence: 

a) 13...'i f a5?! 14 £)xh5! i.xe5 15 b4! 
#c7 16 dxe5 £rf5 17 We4 &d7 18 f4 
with an extra pawn and attacking 
chances. 

b) 13 -f 6 ?! 14 ±f4 e5 15 dxe5 fxe5 
16 Jig 5 Sxf3 17 i.xd 8 Sf7 18 ±d3 
when the g6-pawn is a clear target, and 
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White also has potentials of occupying 
holes on e4 andg5. 

c) In this case the passive choice is 
best: I3...£ie8! 14 Ac4 £\d7 15 Axg7 
£ixg7 16 0-0-0 ®c7 17 £te4 and g4 fol¬ 
lows, but Black may get central coun¬ 
terplay with a well-timed ...e5. 

13 Ad3 

Threatening to clip g6. 

13.. .*g8 14 0-0-0 £sd7 15 flhel! 

The bishop refuses to budge from 
its advanced outpost on e5. Black can’t 
afford to take it. 

15.. .^f6! 

Black realizes the futility of trying 
for the ...e5 break and shores up the 
defensive barrier around his king. This 
strategy leaves him totally passive. Es¬ 
sentially Black is saying: "Here I am, 
come and get me if you can!” 

16 fte2 Wd7 17 Af4 2e818 f3 e6 



19 c4? 

Violating the physician’s oath: 
"First, do no harm.” I would wait before 
agreeing to this impatient and com¬ 
mittal move, which grabs more terri¬ 
tory and also weakens his d-pawn. 


White reasons that in such situations 
one must take strategic risks in order 
to make progress. True, but what is the 
rush? White’s pieces are not in their 
optimal spots yet. 

White should play 19 ‘A'bl <£>d5 20 
Ae5 We7 21 c4! (the right moment for 
this move) 2l...£ib4 22 c5! Axes (if 

22.. Af5? 23 Axf5 exf5 24 td 2 ! - 
threatening both g7 and b4 - 24... 1 S r xh4 
25 Af6M wins material) 23 dxe5 1 i r xh4 

24 ^xh5 Sxh5 25 g4 £ie4! (threatening 
a strange fork on f2) 26 Wxe4 4bxd3 27 
Bxd3 Sh8 28 Sd7 when White’s space 
and absolute control over the d-file 
leave Black with serious problems to 
solve. 

I9~*d8? 

There is a fine art to grovelling. The 
formula: lie low and patiently wait un¬ 
til your opponent overpresses. Then 
strike hard! Now is the moment to 
fight back with 19...b5! which gener¬ 
ates counterplay: 

a) 20 c5?! £^5 and all of a sudden I 
like Black, who controls d5 and may 
add pressure to the weak d4-pawn. 

b) 20 Ae5 bxc4 21 Axc4 4}xc4 22 
#xc4 ATiy 23 ^e4 ^xe4! 24 fxe4 Hd8 

25 #c5 She8 and I’m not so sure White 
stands better. His own weaknesses bal¬ 
ance out with Black’s weak c6-pawn. 

c) 20 b3!? bxc4 21 bxc4 Hd8 when 
White's king has been weakened and 
his d-pawn a cause for concern. 

20 'ibl 1^7 21 Ae5 Wd8?! 

It was time to get active with 

21.. .b5!. Should White accept, then 
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Black gets compensation through the 
open b-file and ownership of d5. 

22 '#f2 a6 23 ‘Stfl! 

The knight wasn’t doing much on 
g3. He manoeuvres it to e3 where it 
watches c4 and helps force an eventual 
d5 break. 

23...b5l? 

At last he fights back, but he was 
slow to pull the trigger and allowed 
White to reposition and absorb the 
break. 

24 cxb5! cxb5 25 £>e3 1ib6 26 Bd8 
27 d5! 



Black is not ready for a game open¬ 
ing with his rook oversleeping on h8. 

27...<£\de8 

27~.£>xd5? 28 £ixd5 exd5 29 l.xg 6 ! 
fxg6 30 Wc7 31 Wg5! Sh7 32 

SxdS leaves Black totally tangled up 
and busted. 

28 dxe6 Wxe6 29 f4l 

Now f5 cannot be held back. 
29«.^g4 30 ±xg7 ^xg7 31 f5 We5 32 
Iff3 £sxe3 33 fixe3 Iff6 34 fxg6 Wxf3 
35 Hxf3 fxg6 36 If6! 

Pawns begin to fall. 



36.. .£if5 37 Bxg6+ 4f7 38 Sxa6 £le3 

38...<?ixh4 39 fifl+ 4 > g7 40 Axb5 

and the two connected passed pawns 
on the queenside win easily. 

39 Jtg6+ 4>g7 40 Bxd8 Sxd8 41 ibch5 
Efficient. He picks up another pawn 
and also covers Black’s sneaky mating 
threat on dl. 

41 .. .fld 2 42 !g6+ 4 h8 43 fie6! ^xg2 44 
Ie 2 Idl+ 45 A'c2 Sgl 46 Se4 Ihl 47 
i:e2 l-o 

Summary 

The position after 5-..£>h6 looks a bit 
like aline of the Alekhine: l e4^f6 2 e5 
£>d5 3 d4 d6 4 dxe5 5 ^xeS c6, 
where Black’s game is dependable but 
lacks space. 

Came 66 

J.Mrkvicka-R.Sicker 

correspondence 1998 

1 d4 d5 2 £\c 3 e5?! 

The Yiddish word Chutzpah best de¬ 
scribes this audacious attempt to seize 
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the initiative on the second move! 



3 dxe5 d4 4^ib5! 

The only path to advantage. 4 5ie4?! 
allows Black dynamic equality after 

4.. .®d5! 5 £sg3 ^c6 6 e4 #xe5 7 £if3 
Wa5+ 8 jk,d2 Ab4, as in S.Marder- 
J.Hector, Copenhagen 2001. 

4.. .Ac5 

Black also struggles to regain his 
material in the line 4...C5 5 a4! a6 6 
^a3 £>c6 7 4tf3 J.e6 8 e3, but I think 
this is better for him than the game 
continuation. 

5 4tf3 £ic6 6 c3! 



The Smith-Morra Gambit (sort of!). 
White takes over the initiative while 


retaining his extra pawn. 

6.. .dxc3 7 ®xd8+ *xd8 8 £ixc3 £ib4 9 
i.g5+ £>e7 

9...f6? 10 0-0-0+ ‘A’eS 11 exf6 4ixf6 
12 Axf6 gxf6 13 a3 ^c6 14 £)d5 picks 
off another pawn. 

io ffd 

How Petrosianic. Safety first. White 
reasons that Black may get counterplay 
if White castles queenside. Neverthe¬ 
less, I would play it anyway: 10 0-0-0+ 
*e8 11 a3 <£)bc6 12 e3 A.g4 13 l,b5 
£ig6 14 Sd5! i.e7 15 i.xe7 £>gxe7 16 
Sc 5! a6 17 Axc6+ £}xc6 18 <£>d4 £}xd4 
19 exd4 c6 20 <£se4 and White's extra 
pawn, space and powerhouse knight 
should win without trouble. 

10 .. .h 6 11 ±d 2 J,b6 12 a3 £>bc6 13 £ia4 
£ig6 14 Ac3 J.g4 15 Idl+ *e7 16 
£sxb6 axb6 17 e6! 

Trading in the vulnerable clunker 
on e5 for a new model on g7. 



17~.iLxe6 18 J,xg7 Hhd8! 

Agreeing to give up a second pawn 
with the prayer that his develop¬ 
ment/endgame attack may materialize 
into something tangible. l8..Jtth7? 
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would hang on to the h-pawn at a high 
cost of the rook’s fall from grace on the 
terrible h7-square. 

19 Sxd8 Hxd8 20 l,xh6 J,b3 214kl2?! 
21 J,d2l consolidates easier after 

21.. .£sge5 22 <£\xe5 £ixe5 23 e4 £ic4 24 
jk,xc4 Axc 4 25 h4l and the opposite- 
coloured bishops won’t save Black; the 
h-pawn is too strong. 

21.. .£id4 22 e3 £)c2+ 23 <4dl?! 
Normally, after a move like this, I 

would say that this looks like panic, 
except for the fact that this is a corre¬ 
spondence game! How do you panic 
when you and your army of computers 
have 48 hours to find a defence? 

After 23 < 4 > e2! Aa4 24 f3 I don’t see a 
way for Black to continue the attack. 

23.. .£sxe3+ 24 4 > e2?! 



Could it be that we are witnessing a 
game played by the only honest corre¬ 
spondence player in the known uni¬ 
verse, who actually makes the moves 
on his own without the help of ten 
computers? If he had turned on Rybka, 


it would have told him to unravel with 
24 ‘A’cl! 4}g4 25 £>xb3 ^xh6 26 Jce2. 

24.. .£if5 25 ±g5+? 

This pawn is meaningless. He needs 
to develop and also eliminate an at¬ 
tacker with 25 £sxb3! ^xh6 26 g3l- 

25.. .f6 26 Axf6+ ^xf6 27 £bcb3 c5? 

27...£tf4+! 28 4>f3 £sd3 29 g3 c5 and 

Black achieves queenside counterplay. 
28 £>el £tf4 29 g3 £>d3+ 30 ±xd3 fixd3 
31 <2kl! 

Repelling the invader. At last, White 
begins to take control. 

31 .. .5 .6 32 h4 c4 33 g4 £ M 34 f4 



It’s easy now. Connected passers 
like this always remind me of the 
movie Night of the Living Dead. The trio 
of flesh-loving zombies simply move 
forward with no barricade to halt 
them. 

34...b5 35 h5 b4 36 axb4 £>C2+ 37 4>e2 
<£sxb 4 38 H6 1-0 

Summary 

4 £ib5! refutes Black’s cheeky 2...e5?l. 
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Chapter Seven 

Veresov versus Caro-Kann 


Id4d5 2^c3c6 3±g5 



You have a choice against Black’s of¬ 
fer of a Caro-Kann, which normally 
arises after the move order 1 d4 d5 2 
<£>c3 c6: 

a) Simply play 3 e4 and go into a 
mainline Caro. The potential for trou¬ 
ble with this approach may be that 
your opponent probably knows Caro 
lines better than you do since it is his 
bread and butter opening. Now if you 
play Caro as Black, or just tend to do 
well when you are White against Caro 
and know it well, then take this route. 

b) You obstinately force the game 


into Veresov paths with 3 J.g5!?. I re¬ 
member when FM Duckworth played 
this on me, the move came as a real 
shock. I realized that I had not avoided 
the Veresov after all, and as a Caro 
player would definitely have preferred 
him to enter mainlines of the Caro- 
Kann. 

In this line with 3 Jig5!? you follow 
up with e3 and f4 leading to a strange 
Reversed Stonewall Dutch, but with a 
few twists in youT favour. Here is what 
you get in your Stonewall: 

1. Your bishop is on the outside of 
the chain on g5 instead of on cl. 

2. Black doesn’t know you are about 
to play a Stonewall and often replies 
with the passive ... < SM7. It would be bet¬ 
ter for your opponent to later post his 
knight on c6 (after playing ...c5 of 
course; as far as I know, two pieces can’t 
share the same square!) where it would 
put more pressure on your centre. 

3. ...c6 probably costs him a tempo 
since at some later stage Black needs to 
play ...c5. 




Veresov Versus Caro-Kann 


4. Your knight is on c3, which is a bit 
odd. The typical placement would be 
d2. In the games I researched, I didn’t 
see any big problem for White with the 
c3 placement other than the danger of 
pins with ...J.b4, but these seem to be 
easily avoided. The otheT problem 
could be that you don’t have a c-pawn 
backing up d4 and Black uses this to 
add pressure on d4. 

Conclusion: I think you get more 
benefits than problems as White in this 
line when we compare it to the normal 
Stonewall set-up. 

Game 67 

E.Bricard-O.Todorov 

St Affrique 2000 

1 d 4 ds 2 Ags 

Our Veresov move order is 2 £sc3 c6 
3 Ag5. 

2...C6 3 £>c3 

Black dares White to take on f6. 



4e3l? 

Against the Caro, I’m recommend¬ 


ing a departure to our normal plan of 
forcing e4 at all costs. Let’s go for a 
funky reversed Stonewall Dutch set-up 
with White’s knight on c3. If anything, 
it is certain to confuse your opponents. 
If the positions in this chapter don’t 
appeal to you, don’t worry, you can 
steer the game back to familiar waters 
with the alternatives: 

a) 4 tfd3 5ibd7 and now 5 e4 or 5 
<£>f3 transposes to Chapter Two. 

b) 4 ®d2 Af5 5 f3 transposes to 
Chapter Three. 

4...^bd7 5 f4! 



I like this rarely played move, which 
turns the game into a confusing ver¬ 
sion of a Stonewall Dutch, for the rea¬ 
sons given above. 

The main move is 5 which to 
my mind, leads to paralysing boredom 
after 5-..g6! 6 Ad3 l.g7 7 0-0 0-0 and 
White had nothing in I.Miladinovic- 
D.Vocaturo, Rome 2005. For instance, if 
he plays his thematic break with 8 e4 
dxe4 9 | £>xe4 ^xe4 10 Axe4 ‘SMTS 11 
jkd3 ®b6 12 b3 ^.g4, Black should be 
very happy with the outcome: 
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1. White’s d-pawn is under some 
pressure and he must weaken with c3; 

2. Black gets rid of his bad bishop by 
swapping for the knight on f3; 

3. Black has plans like ..Jk,xf3, 
...Ead8, ...flac8 and ...c5, with lots of 
play against the central pawns; and 

4- True, White gets the bishop pair 
in the open position, but it’s hard to 
see White turning his one trump into a 
win. 

5.. .g6 

Black’s most harmonious response. 
Alternatives: 

a) s.-.Wbe doesn’t bother White since 
he didn’t plan on queenside castling 
anyway: 6 Ibl e6 7 £$f3 Wa5 8 i_d3 
J.b4 9 0-0! c5 10 Axf6 $)xf6 11 Ab5+ 
< 4‘e7!? was N.Napoli-M.Mrsevic, Nis 
2008, which White went on to win. Here 

9.. Jb<c3 10 bxc3 #xc3 would give White 
decent compensation for the pawn in 
the form of his dark-square control, his 
development lead, possibly leading to 
an attack, his central clamp on e5, the 
bishop pair and the open b-file. 

b) 5-Wa5 6 J.d3 4te4 7 J.xe4 dxe4 8 
Wd2 f6 9 Jth4 e5?! saw Black getting a 
little excited. He didn’t get full com¬ 
pensation for the pawn after 10 fxe5 
i.b4 11 exf6 0-0 12 £>ge2 4^xf6 13 0-0 
in P.De Souza Haro-F.Moura, Vitoria 
2006. 

6 i.d 3 Ag 7 7 £tf3 0-0 8 0-0 c5 

Black finally hits back to challenge 
White’s central control, but he still 
must live with his passive d7-knight 
and the fact that he expended two 


tempi to play ...c5. Other plans for Black 
are: 

a) 8..,'S r b6 9 4ia4?! (I would sit tight 
with 9 Sbl c5 10 b3) 9...Wa5 10 c3 c5 
(Black gets good play after 10...b5!) 11 
£>e5 c4 12 b4 Wc7 13 Ac2 with an 
equal position in G.Haubt-D.Troyke, 
German League 2009. 

b) 8...4ig4!? 9 Wd 2 f6 10 ±h4 &h6 
11 e4 dxe4 12 Ac4+ 'i’hS 13 4^xe4 4M5 
14 Af2 4ib6 15 Ab3 with an edge to 
White due to his central space, C.Hardt- 
K.Neumeier, Austrian League 1997. 

9 Wei! 



With the centre stable. White’s plan 
is simple. Transfer everyone to the 
kingside and play for mate. 

9...h6!? 

He wants to avoid Wh4 and Ah6. 
The trouble is, ...h6 weakens g6 and 
now f5 creates problems for Black. 

10 i,h4 b6 11 4ie5 ±b7 12 Idl Wc7 13 
f5! 

!t takes good judgement to make a 
move like this. White allows the desta¬ 
bilization of his centre to strike at 
Black’s weakest point, g6. 
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13.. .g5 

Black has good reason to fear 

13.. .®xe5?! 14 dxe5 £}g4 15 Wg3 h5 16 
fxg6 J.xe5 17 gxf7+ Hxf7 18 Wh3 
±xh2+ 19 'ihl Sg7 20 Sf5. 

14 i.g3 £>hS 



15 £>xd7 

15 £sg6!? leads to strange complica¬ 
tions after I5...£ixg3 16 ^xe7+ ^118 17 
®xg3 l f xg3 18 hxg3 £)f6. The question 
now is: can White’s knight get out 
alive? Yes it can, with 19 dxc5 bxc5 20 
±b5l, but Black gets some counterplay 
after 20...Sab8 21 b3 £sg4 with a crazy 
position which Rybka helpfully claims 
is equal! 


15.. Axg3 

White stands better after 

15.. .Wxd7?! 16 ice5 f6 17 J.g3 £>xg3 18 
#xg3 when Black experiences difficul¬ 
ties activating his entombed bishop on 
g7- The trouble is he needs to play ...e6 
to free the piece, but this punctures the 
light squares around his king. 

16 !Txg3 

I would go for the ending after 16 
f6!? <£sxfl 17 fxg7 Wxh2+ 18 4>xfl 
Whl+ 19 ^f2 l'xel+ 20 Sxel Sfd8 21 
Zhe5 ^xg7 22 g4 when White gets two 
knights and kingside pressure for a 
rook and two pawns. 

16.. .#xd7 17 dxc5! 



Now the health of Black’s d5-pawn 
becomes an issue. 

17.. .bxc5 18 h4 

As well as Black’s king! 

18.. Jk,f6 19 i-b5 Wc8? 

After lg.-WdS! 20 <£ixd5 Axd5 21 c4 
1T)8! 22 Wxb8 Baxb8 23 Sxd5 Black 
struggles to draw, but the opposite- 
coloured bishops should give him good 
chances to achieve this. 

20 ^xd5 i xd5 21 Sxd5 Sb8 22 hxg5 
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hxg5 

Black gets wiped out after 

22...±xg5?? 23 f6 exf6 24 Sxf6 <&>g7 25 
fixg5+. 

23 l,d7! 



White finds a clever manoeuvre to 
hang on to his extra material. 

23.. .Wa6 24 b3 *g7 

White remains up a pawn after 

24.. .1 f xa2 25 Sxc5. 

25 a4 tte2? 

Incorrectly banking on a non¬ 
existent attack, which in reality is all 
appearance and no power - a bit like 
the Wizard of Oz! He should protect c5. 

26 Sxc5 Sh8 27 Ab5 Hi5 28 J.d3 g4? 
Dropping another pawn. White de¬ 
fends comfortably after 28...fib4 29 
< 4 > f2l. 

29 flc4 1-0 

Summary 

What I like about this line is that you 
first induce Black to play the passive 
...c6 and ...^bd7, which work fine for 
Black if White plays the lame 5 <£)f3 
system. Only then do you pull the old 


switcheroo and trick Black into a pas¬ 
sive version of a Reversed Stonewall 
Dutch with 5 f4l 

Came 68 

R.Hasangatin-K.Trombik 

Karvina 2006 

1 d4 2 <£>C3 ds 3 Ag5 c6 4 e3 £ibd7 
5 f4! g6 6 £tf3 Ag7 7 J.e2 

A positional idea over the more hos¬ 
tile 7 Ad3, which aims the bishop di¬ 
rectly at Black’s king. With 7 Ae2, 
White plans £ie5 and if3. GM Blatny 
once tried this plan on me at an Ameri¬ 
can Open in a similar position and con¬ 
fused the daylights out of me. Then 
with true generosity of spirit, flagged 
in a winning position! Possibly he had 
so many wonderful lines available that 
it may have confused him! White’s 
plans include: 

1. g4, g5, h4 and attack; 

2. Play for e4; and 

3. The bishop on f3 in conjunction 
with his knight on c3 makes ...c5 diffi¬ 
cult for Black to achieve because his d5- 
pawn could get tender. 

7...0-0 8 0-0 b6 

8...£ie8 intends to break at some 
point with ...f6 and ...e5, but now, in¬ 
stead of 9 e4!?, as in G.Trikaliotis- 
E.Palamidas, Ikaros 1997, 9 f5! messes 
up Black’s plan. 

9 ^e5 ±b7 10 ±f3 Sc8 11 Wei J.a6 12 
Sf 2 Sc7 13 Sd 2 

Clearing the way for the queen to 
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h4, and also making Black nervous 
about ever playing ...c5. 

13...®e8 14 e4! 



White enters complications rather 
than building up on the kingside. 

14...f6 15 £ixd 7 Ixd7 16 ±M l.b7 
Black refuses to cede central space 
with I6...dxe4 17 Wxe4 Sd6 18 lei. 

17 Sadi 4>h8 18 f5i? 

White goes directly after Black’s 
king rather than take a territorial ad¬ 
vantage with 18 e5- 



I8...gxf5 19 exf5 £)d6 20 Se 2 Hg8? 

Black decides to defend passively 
and begins to run out of counterplay. 
He should fight back by sac’ing an ex¬ 


change for a pawn to roll his central 
pawns in the line 20...5}xf5! 21 Ag4 
&xh4 22 Axd7 Wxd7 23 #xh4 e5 when 
the battle revolves around White’s abil¬ 
ity to blockade Black’s centre. 

21 g4 ±h6 22 ±g3 £sf7 23 h4 Af8 24 
Sg2 <£\d6 25 £ie2! 

This is a move I would never play in 
a million years. This is where a posi¬ 
tional player would be tempted to play 
it safe and throw in the knee-jerk 25 
b3? first, keeping the knight out of c4 
and only playing <£se2-f4 on the next 
move. However, this is too slow if Black 
reacts vigorously with 25...h5! 26 ±f4 
hxg4 27 J,xg4 .4x8 28 #'e 2 Sb 7 29 
±h3! (threat: IT 15 ) 29-Sg7! 30 Sxg7 
Jb<g7 31 Sel and although Black’s po¬ 
sition remains dismal, at least he has 
avoided the direct mating attack. 



25...£SC4? 

Looks nice but he doesn’t have the 
time, despite simultaneously attacking 
b2 and the fork on e3. 

After 25-h5! 26 gxh5 £ixf5 27 £rf4 
Ah6 28 4^6+ < i’h7 29 M2 .4x8 30 'Wei 
e6! 31 #d3! (31 t'xe6? 4^e3!) 3l...ldg7 
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for the moment the defence holds. 



26 £>f4! 

Who cares about b2? 

26...£sxb2 27 £se6 ®e8 28 g5! £}xdl 29 
#xdl 

White invested a full exchange and 
a pawn. His compensation? 

1. A slow but unstoppable attack; 

2. Black’s rooks and bishop sit by 
idly as their monarch gets mugged by 
the powerful knight on e6 and the 
surging pawns; and 

3. White threatens 30 JLh5! fol¬ 
lowed by Jk,f7. If he regains his material 
Black’s position remains horrible with¬ 
out the comfort of extra material. 



29.. .*c8 30 l.h5! ±g7? 

The h8-square will be the final rest¬ 
ing place for Black’s king. With each 
move the coffin moves lower and lower 
into the grave. He should offer the rook 
for the knight with 30...Sg7l. 

31±f7 

This is really not an error since vir¬ 
tually everything wins. In possible time 
trouble, White misses the not-so-hard- 
to-see shot 31 itg6! h6 (the bishop is 
untouchable) 32 gxh6 JLf8 33 Af7 c5 
34 Wh5 cxd4 35 Axg8, which mates in 
six moves. 

31.. .5.8 32 'th5 fxg5 
32...Sxf7 33 g6! mates quickly. 

33l.g6 

33 ^xg5! h6 34 1^6 hxg5 35 1 Ti 5+ 
±h6 36 #xh6 mate. 

33 .. .H 6 34 i.e5! Hf6 35 hxg5 1-0 

Summary 

Developing the bishop on e2 with the 
idea Jk,f3 is a refinement over the nor¬ 
mal placement on d3. 

Game 69 

K.Chernyshov-A.Kosteniuk 

MOSCOW 2001 

1 d4 d5 2 £)C3 £sf6 3 ig5 &f5 4 Axf6l? 

Mixing Trompowsky ideas with a 
Veresov flair. We looked at this move 
briefly in the notes to Lakdawala- 
Lozano in Chapter Three. Now we ex¬ 
amine it more closely. 

4 f3 was covered in Chapter Three. 
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4 -.exf6 

Next game we examine the more 
risky g-pawn recapture. 

5 e3 c6 



You may also reach this position 
through the move order: l d4 d5 2 <Sk3 
c6 3 Ag5 Af5 4 e3 4if6 5 ±xf6 exf6. 

6 Ad3 Wd7 

It’s probably more accurate to make 
White work to swap bishops after 

6...Ag6 7 4sge2 jtd6 8 h4l? (I wanted to 
force him to exchange on d3) 8...0-0 9 
h5 ±,xd3 10 #xd3 fie8 11 *fl!? b5l? 12 
a3 a5 13 e4 (principle: counter in the 
centre when attacked on the wing) 
13-dxe4 14 4>xe4 Af 8 15 fih3! 4id7 16 
Sf3 #e7?l 17 4\2g3 b4 IS axb4 axb4 19 
Sel (threat: 20 4ixf6+) lg.-WdS 20 
fife3 g6 21 WC4 fie6 22 hxg6 hxg6 23 
4ig5l? (What is happening to me? Has 
the Veresov turned me into a thug like 
my brother Jimmy?!) 23-.fxg5 24 fixe6 
fxe6 25 Sxe6 4>h7 26 #d3?! (after 26 
4ie4! J.e7 27 ^xc6 fial+ 28 '4>e2 4)f8 
29 He5 fia7 White has full compensa¬ 
tion for his piece) 26...4if6?! 27 4ie4 
Jf,e7? 28 4ixg5+ < 4'g7 29 fixf6?? (a time- 


pressure freakout! 29 Sell is drawn by 
perpetual check) 29... , 4 > xf6!. Aaak! I for¬ 
got about this recapture and now must 
consume an extra large slice of humble 
pie! We were both below a minute but 
Black had everything under control 
with an extra rook in C.Lakdawala- 
Griffith, San Diego (rapid) 2010. 

7 iLxf5 #xf5 8 4ige2 l.d6 9 4ig3 

9 0-0 0-0 10 4>g3 #g6 111^3 lh<d3 
12 cxd3 4ia6 looks equal, but I would 
rather play White and try a minority 
attack (I’m allowed to do this since I 
was born in India) on the queenside. 

9.. Me6 10 #f3 g6 ll 0-0 

Going the other way looks risky af¬ 
ter ll 0-0-0?! f5 when the centre is 
closed and Black has an automatic at¬ 
tack on the queenside. 

11.. .f5 12 4ice2 

The knight was useless on c3. Also 
White needs to work in c4. 

12.. .41.7 13 4>f41^7 14 b3! 



The correct plan. Force c4 and de¬ 
stabilize Black’s centre. 

14".h5 15 c4 h4 16 4 ige 2 dxc4 17 bxc4 
4>f6 18 c5 Ac7 19 4sc 3 4ie4 20 fifcl 
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0 - 0-0 

The game heats up. Who gets there 
first? 20 ... 0-0 21 <£sxe4 fxe4 22 #g4 was 
the more positional option. 



21^h3?! 

Avoiding the ending after 21 4ixe4 
fxe4 22 tfg4+ fd7 23 l r xd7+ Hxd7 24 
4ie2 when chances are balanced. Black 
will push on the kingside, but may also 
overextend there, while White will 
double on the b-file. 



21...£tf6?! 

I have heard chess teachers declare 
that a bad plan is better than no plan. 1 
disagree. Nothing sours a good position 
quicker than engaging a bad plan. It’s 


often better to actually just drift and do 
nothing, rather than move in the wrong 
direction. Black’s knight needs to keep 
firm control over the d5-square and, 
instead, goes off on an attacking adven¬ 
ture. She should play 21... 1 i r e6! (plan¬ 
ning ...g5) 22 4^xe4 fxe4 23 Wdl g5! 24 
1T33 Hhg8 25 #xe6+ fxe6 26 g4 e5, 
which puts pressure on d4 while 
White’s knight languishes on h3. 

22 Sabi £>g4? 23 d5! 



The h-pawn is meaningless as long 
as lines open quickly on the queenside. 
Suddenly the energy latent in White’s 
pieces bursts forth. 

23...cxd5 24 ^xd5 ±xh2+ 25 ‘i’hl #'e4 
Black’s position is more precarious 
than it looks. For example, 2S-Me6 26 
c6! Sxd5 (26...1 , xd5?? 27 cxb7+ *b8 28 
Hc8+ overloads the d8-rook) 27 ‘S-'igSl 
£>e5 28 cxb7+ &b 8 29 £ixe6 £sxf3 30 
<£>c5l (threatening mate on a6) 30...flxc5 
31 Sxc5 Agl 32 gxf3 Axf 2 33 He5 wins. 
26<?k3! Wei 

Or 26...#xf3 27 gxf3 £sxf2+ 28 l 4 , xh2 
Sd2 29 &xf2 flxf2+ 30 i’hl Sxf3 31 
£>bs! Hxe3 32 <£)d6+ *d7 33 Hxb 7 + 
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4>c6 34 Hxf7 fib8 35 ®c4 Ig3 36 £ia5+ 
and the c-pawn’s march is decisive. 

27 £sb5 *b8 28 c6 Bc8 29 c7+! 

Now White finds one sparkling shot 
afteT another. 



29...'4'a8 

White’s brilliant point is seen in the 
line 29..JLxc7?? 30 #xb7+! < 4 > xb7 31 
£ixc 7+ #b4 32 Sxb4 mate. 

30 lc4! 

A terrific dual-purpose attacking 
move. 

1. White threatens fla4 with devas¬ 
tating effect. 

2. White prevents the defensive idea 
...# 64 . 



30.. .a6 3lfia4 

Threatening mate on a6. 

31.. .1.xc7 32 flxa6+ ^b8 33 4^d4? 

Right piece, wrong square. He 
misses the immediate put away with 
33 £>a7! A.e5 34 Hab6 Sc7 35 £>c6+ 
flxc6 36 #xc6. 

33.. .Jd8! 

Keeping control over b6 is crucial 
for heT survival. Possibly White ex¬ 
pected 33-Ae5? 34 ^c6+ Hxc6 35 
#xc6 Sc8 36 #b6. 

34#d5? 

He had to settle for the prosaic 
grind-out win after 34 <Sk6+ Hxc6 35 
Bxc6 #e4 36 'B l 'xe4 fxe4 37 Bd6 <£ie 5 38 
Sd4 f5 39 £sf4. 



34...BC5? 

The startling 34...#b4!! draws by 
force after 35 Bxb4 lcl+ 36 ^gl 
<£>xf 2 + 37 4>h2 £\g4+. 

35 £>c6+ Sxc6 36 Hxc6 &a7?? 

Hanging a rook, but White wins 
anyway after 36..JBe8 37 'A’gl <£>e5 38 
Ba6. 

37 #d4+ ^b8 38 #xh8 1-0 


197 


A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 

Summary 

Capturing on f6 unbalances the game 
and turns it into a kind of pseudo- 
Trompowsky, with that strange knight 
sitting on c3. The e-pawn recapture is 
Black’s most solid choice. 

Came 70 

R.Bellin-K.Lie 

Gausdal 1996 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £sc 3 d5 3 i.g5 i.f5 4 i.xf6 
gxf6 

Black seeks a fight and recaptures 
with his g-pawn. This weakens his 
structure somewhat, but also opens 
the g-file for his rook and strengthens 
his pawn centre. 



5e3 

Once again we avoid f3 lines in this 
chapter. We don’t want to open the 
game immediately after giving up the 
bishop pair. Nor do we wish to weaken 
our dark squares with 5 f3?!. 

5...C6 

The move order 1 d4 d5 2 £ic 3 c6 3 


Ag5 if5 4 e3 £if6 5 J.xf6 gxf6 would 
also bring about this position. 

6 A,d3 Ag6 7 f4! 

There is our Stonewall structure 
again. We threaten f5. 

7..Jbcd3 

Others: 

a) 7...e6?! allows a promising pawn 
sac: 8 f5! exf5 9 ®f3 looked rosy for 
White in M.Spal-J.Hostinsky, Czech 
League 1995. Those tripled f-pawns are 
an eyesore and e3 is not as weak as it 
looks. 

b) 7-.f5!? 8 £sf3 £>d7 9 0-0 e6 10 
<£se 2 &g7 ll c4 dxc4 12 J.xc4 £sb6 13 
±b3 £sd5 14 Wd2 0-0 15 £>e5 Sc8 16 
Bad Sc7 17 ±xd5 #xd5 18 Sc5 *d6 
19 Sfcl Hd8 20 b4 M8 21 #'c2 f6 22 
<^id3 was G.Veresov-J.Abakarov, USSR 
1974, where the knights didn’t suffer 
from inferiority complexes against 
their bishop counterparts. Black’s 
breaks have been shut down and the 
grand old man of the opening was able 
to convert his edge from this position. 

8 #xd3 Wc7 9 £)ge 2 <£>d7 10 e4! 



The end of an era. The Stonewall 
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fades away and the game begins to 
look like a real Bronstein-Larsen Caro- 
Kann position. 

10.. .dxe4 

Black was probably better off enter¬ 
ing 10...e6 11 f5! 0-0-0 12 0-0-0 i.d6 13 
fxe6 fxe6 14 exd5 exd5 with the supe¬ 
rior pawn structure for White. 

11 Wj ce 4 o-o-o 12 0 - 0-0 e 6 13 fs! 

This move messes up the oppo¬ 
nent’s plans. If Black had time to play 
...f5 his position would look nice. 

13 .. .5 .8 14 &bl I.d 6 15 g 3 *b 8 16 
fihfl £>b 6 17 #d 3 ! 

If he tries to wreck the structure 
immediately with 17 fxe6 Sxe6 18 tfh4 
®c4! 19 d5 cxd5 20 £>xd5 Wc5 then 
Black gets compensating piece activity. 

17.. .e5? 

Dreadfully weakening his light 
squares, but Lie did become a CM a few 
years after this game was played. In my 
experience, I have encountered a num¬ 
ber of GMs whom I consider strategi¬ 
cally suspect and in desperate need of 
coaching in planning and judgement! 
But never ever have I met one who isn’t 
a tremendously-gifted tactician. My 
sad conclusion: tactics and calculation 
are far more important skills than posi¬ 
tional understanding in chess. This is 
why I always wince when I see a sea¬ 
soned 30 -year veteran of the game 
with excellent understanding, losing to 
some snot-nosed 12-year-old who cal¬ 
culates like a machine and possesses 
the strategic insights of a slightly be- 
low-average chimp! 


Black should hang in there with the 
patient 17..Me7 18 4^e4 Bhf8 19 £\xd6 
1^6 20foc9>. 

18 d 5! 

Firmly seizing control over e4 and 
d5- 

I 8 ...fid 8 19 #64 cxd5 20 £sxd5 £ixd5 
21 lxd5 ±C5 22 fifdl fixd5 23 fixd5 
Ic8 24 Ski! 



Total domination of the light 
squares. A classic good knight versus 
bad bishop position arises. Possible 
flight plans for the knight include fob3- 
d2-e4 or, if Black moves his bishop off 
the gl-a7 diagonal, then 4^d3-b4-d5, 
although this one is less likely to occur. 

24.. Mc6 25 a3 a6 26 #c4 Agl 27 #xc6 
bxc6 28 ffdl! 

Daring Black to capture on h2. 

28.~l.c5! 

It’s important to know when to go 
forward and when to back down. If 
Black stubbornly proceeds with 

28.. .1xh2? 29 foe 2 fig8 30 Ihl lxg3 
31 Hgl Sg5 32 fixg3 Sxf5 33 Ig8+ *c7 
34 Bg7 h5 35 fog3 then his pawns be¬ 
gin to fall. 
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29 ^b3 Ab6 30 c4 Sd8 31 Ixd8+ i xd8 
32 <Sk5 a5 33 4c2 4c7 34 4d3 J.e7 35 

<£>e4 



The knight rules over the sickly 
bishop, who must forever cover f6. 

35».*d7 

Or 35...C5 36 4e3 id? 37 4f3 4e8 
38 £sd2 (threatening to enter via d5 
with 4e4 and 4d5) 38...4d7 39 4g4! (a 
nice takeout; the king heads for the 
kingside pawns) 39-.h6 40 4te4 4e8 41 
4h5 J.f8 42 <S3xf6+ 4e7 43 £se4 4e8 
and White simply creates a passer with 
g4, h4 and g5, winning easily. 

36 C5! 

Ensuring queenside king entry. 



36.. .4.7 37 a4 4d7 38 4c4 4c7 39 g4 
h6 40 h4 4b7 41 b4 axb4 42 4xb4 4a6 

43 <£sd6! ±f8 

If 43-i.xd6 44 cxd6 4b7 45 4c5 e4 
46 a5! e3 47 a6+ 4xa6 48 d7 e 2 49 d8# 
el# 50 #a8 mate. 

44 h5 Ag7 45 &xf7 e4 46 <£id8 e3 47 
4c3 i.f8 48 £ixc6 Axes 49 4d3 e2 

49...4b6 50 <§3d8! leaves Black in 
zugzwang: 50...4a6 (50...4a5?? 51 
£}b7+) 51 <£sf7 JLf8 52 4xe3 4a5 is 
similar to the game. 

50 4xe2 4b6 51 <£id8 4a5 

A blunder but it didn’t matter, as 

51.. .1.e7 52 £>f7 i.f8 53 4e3 4a5 54 
4e4 4xa4 55 4d5 4b4 56 4e6 M,g7 57 
4}xh6! JlxTi6 58 Axf6 finishes Black off. 
52 4£sb7+ 1-0 

Summary 

4 .. .gxf6 lines tend to lead to sharper 
games than the e-pawn recapture. Be¬ 
gin with a Stonewall, but be mindful of 
the fact that you may want to later play 
e4 and turn the game into a type of 
Bronstein-Larsen Caro-Kann. 


Came 71 

R.Hasangatin-D.Tishin 

Alushta 2005 

1 d4 d5 2 i.g5 c6 3 £sc3 J.f5 4 e3 #b6 
Black tosses in ...Wb6 in conjunction 
with ...Af5. Instead, 4...‘£)d7 (intending 
...4^6 without allowing doubled 
pawns) 5 Ad3 Jb<d3 6 #xd3 ^gf6 7 e4 
dxe4 8 £}xe4 ^ixe4 9 #xe4 #a5+ 10 
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J&d2 Wb6 was B.Rozow-M.Heinrich, 
German League 2001, and now 11 
0-0-0 looks similar to positions we ex¬ 
amined in Chapter Three. 



5 Sbl 

Defence of the b-pawn isn’t strictly 
necessary. He can just ignore it and 
continue to develop with 5 jtd3: 

a) 5-.Wxb2?! sees Black quench his 
thirst by taking a sip of poisoned Kool- 
aid! This is an unbelievably risky pawn 
grab in view of 6 €ige2 J.xd3 7 cxd3 
Wb6 8 Sbl Wc7 9 Wb3 b6 10 0-0, as 
occurred in O.Castro Rojas-J.Cuartas, 
Fusagasuga 1999. For the pawn White 
has: 

1. A massive development lead; in 
fact, he leads by five to six tempi! 

2. The open c-file is a cause for con¬ 
cern for Black, and White can set up 
sacs on d5 or also try ®b5 ideas; 

3. e4 is coming with e5 or f4-f5 
ideas; and 

4. Black must pin his survival hopes 
on the relatively closed nature of the 
game (for the moment!). 

b) Black should decline with 


5.. .1.xd3 6 Wxd3 £id7 7 i.f4 £igf6 8 
0-0-0 e6 9 4ige2 Ae7 when he looks 
fine, P.Mozelius-G.Sigvardsson, corre¬ 
spondence 2002. 

5.. .e6 6 i.d3 £xd3 

Next game I play the more accurate 

6.. JLg6. 

7 cxd3 i.e7 8 3 

I would invest a tempo to keep the 
bishop on the board and control e5 
with 8 Af4. 

8.. .£lf6 

He probably didn’t like 8..Jb<g5 9 
£ixg5 £)f6 10 f4. 

9 0-0 <£sbd7 

Perhaps he should prevent White’s 
next move with 9...a5. 

10 b4! 

Picking up some useful queenside 
space. 



10.. .0-0 11 £se5 ®d8 12 f4 

A Stonewall, but with our bad 
bishop on the outside of the pawn 
chain. 

12.. .<£se8 13 ±xe7 Vxe7 14 £>f3 f5 15 
We2 &d616 Sfd 

Black has probably equalized 
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through careful play. White hopes to 
get something going on the queenside. 

16.. .a5l? 

And so does Black! 

17 «b2 b5?! 

Pushing it too far, he weakens c6. 
Black should be content with 17...axb4 

18 #xb4 Sa7 19 a4- 

18 £>e2 Sfc8 19 a3 axb4 20 axb4 Sa6 
21 £ie5 ^b7 22 Sal Sxal 23 Bxal 
<£\xe5 24 fxe5 

He doesn’t like the idea of giving 
Black an opportunity to dissolve the 
backward c-pawn. A better option: 24 
dxe5 which opens d4 for his knight. 1 
prefer White after 24 .c5 25 bxc5 ®xc5 
26 4id4 b4 27 Sbl Wb6 28 h3 £sd8 29 
*h2 2b8 30 Va2 Wb7 31 i r a4 4f7 be¬ 
cause Black’s passer is firmly blockaded 
and his pieces have been forced into a 
defensive posture. Moreover, Black's 
king may not be as safe as it looks and 
White may try shenanigans on the 
other side with a well-timed g4- 

24.. .®d 8 25 Wc3 Sc7 26 Sa5 4>f8 27 g3 
4?e8 28h4g5l? 

Black just has an itchy trigger finger 
and refuses to defend passively. The 
problem with this move is that it gives 
f4 to White’s knight, but on the plus 
side he exposes White’s king. 

29 hxg5 fcgS 30 &f2 h5 31 *el!! 

This deceptively deep pawn sac dis¬ 
plays remarkable judgement. White 
forces a pawn-down ending, realizing 
that it is Black who is in danger of los¬ 
ing. If Black refuses the pawn, White’s 
king marches to safety to d2. 



31...Wxe3 32 fia8! h4! 

Black hurries to eliminate his h- 
pawn before he loses it. Black fights for 
his life in the ending after 32... 1 B , g5? 33 
Wc5 We7 34 £>f4 *xc5 35 dxc5 36 
d4 when White gets the same ending 
as in the game, but with an extra 
pawn. 

33 Wc5! Urt! 

33-hxg3?? 34 ®d6 fid7 35 Wxe6+ 
Se7 36 Wg8+ mates. 

34 gxh4 #xh4+ 35 ^dl We7 36 £)f4 
®xc5 37 dxc5 



One of my greatest joys in life is 
conning students. I asked some of 
them to assess the position. Every one 
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of them said something like: “Black is 
up a pawn, but it may be hard for him 
to win.” The truth is, even a clear, con¬ 
nected passed pawn up, Black fights for 
survival! White’s trumps in the posi¬ 
tion: 

1. A massive space advantage; 

2. A powerfully posted rook and 
knight, which show a clear contrast to 
Black’s limping rook and knight; 

3. White’s king may even take a 
walk tof6! 

4. The congestion is so bad that 
Black is in grave danger of zugzwang; 
and 

5. Black’s king is in danger of being 
hunted down in endgame mating at¬ 
tacks. 

37...4d7 38 £ig6 4e8 39 £rf4 4d7 40 
£*15 4e7 41 £>f6 d4? 

Patience is one of the most under¬ 
rated character traits necessary for a 
strong chess player. I just love it when 
my opponent is defending and keeps 
active at all costs, when he should be in 
a holding pattern. Here Black artifi¬ 
cially isolates White's e-pawn and 
hopes to win it with a well timed ...£\f7. 
The problem: the moment for ...<£*7 
never arrives and he virtually ensures 
that White regains his pawn. 

It's tough on the ego, but Black 
should just grovel with 41...Sb7 and 
wait to see how White makes progress. 
42 4e2 Hb7 

42...£if7?? would not be such a 
‘well-timed’ moment for ...<£M7 because 
of 43 He8 mate! 


43 4*3 lc7 44 4g3 Sb7 45 4h4 lc7 46 
*h5 Sb7 47 £ig 8 + 4e8 48 <£f 6 + 4e7 
49 *h4 Ic7 50 4g3 

White isn’t sure how to proceed and 
marks time for the moment. 



50.. .1b7 514*4 Ic7 52 Sal 

Testing new entry routes via the g- 
or h-file. 

52.. .<£f7 53 £ig8+ 4d8 54 <£f6 Hc8 55 
4}h5 4d7 56 Sa7+ Sc7 57 £if6+ 4d8 58 
Sa8+Ic8 

If 58...4e7?? 59 fie8 mate. There it is 
again. 

59 Sa 2 Sc7 60 lg2 Se7 61 Sg8+ 4c7 
62 <£se8+ 4d7 63 <£f6+ 4c7 64 £ie8+ 
4d7 65 £id6! £id8 66 Sgl?! 

White can engineer zugzwang: 66 
4g5l Sh7 67 4g6 Se7 (67...flh3?? 68 
Sg7+!) 68 Sf8 4c7 69 4f6 Hh7 70 Sg8 
4d7 71 4g5l Se7 72 4g6! 4c7 73 Hh8 
Sd7 (ot 73...4d7 74 4f6 with 

zugzwang!) 74 Se8 (zugzwang!) 

74.. .4b8 75 £ixf5l and wins. 

66.. .4c7 67 Hal 4b8 68 4g5 Sg7+ 69 
4f6 Sd7 

Ambition is followed by immediate 
retribution! 69-Hg3? 70 4e7! Hg8 71 
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<4>d7 f4 72 Ifl 2f8 73 4e7. We have 
seven fruit trees in our backyard and 
my wife, son and I are three of the lazi¬ 
est/incompetent gardeners in America. 
Our yard is always littered with un¬ 
picked fruit. Here Black’s pawns fall like 
the rotten fruit in our yard! 

70 Shi 4c7 71 Sh4 4b8 72 4g6! 

Covering h7 before picking up the 
d-pawn. 

72.. .*c7 73 Sxd4 le7 74 Sh4 Sd7 75 
4f6 4b8 76 d4 4a7 77 Sh8 4a6 78 
Shi 

78 Hg 8 ! *37 79 d5! cxd5 80 £ic 8 +! 
4b7 81 £lb 6 4c6 82 &)xd7 < 4’xd7 83 
Bg7+ 4c6 84 Sa7 d4 85 4*67 wins. 

78.. .4a7 79 d5! 



The long-awaited breakthrough. 
79 —cxd 5 80 £>xb5+ 4b7 81 4Did6+! 

Braver and more accurate than 81 

®d4. 

81.. .4c6 82 Sd! 

White’s pawns are ready to roll for¬ 
ward. 

82.. .d4 83 b5+ Ad 5 84 c6 fic7 85 £te8 
Sc8 86 c7 ^b7 87 £\d6! 

In the words of Jim Morrison: break 


on through to the otheT side! The liqui¬ 
dating move wins the queening race 
easily. 



87...£>xd6 88 exd6 Axd6 89 b6 4d7 90 
4e5 d3 91 b7 Sxc7 92 Hbl Sxb7 93 
Sxb7+ 4x6 94 Sb3 1-0 

Summary 

..Mb6 in conjunction with ...J:,f5 is fully 
playable as long as Black refrains from 
taking the ‘free pawn’ on b2. 

Came 72 

M.Duckworth-C.Lakdawala 

US G/60 Championship, 
Commerce 1998 

1 d4 d5 2 <£ic 3 c6 

FM Mark Duckworth and I are often 
associated with the demeaning and 
derogatory term 'Quickplay Expert’. 
Translation: These players possess 
some natural tactical talent, but due to 
laziness and their shallow understand¬ 
ing of the game, they only survive in 
games with low clocks where they 
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swindle their honest opponents! Hi- 
karu Nakamura once went off on a ti¬ 
rade on me on ICC when he was losing 
a 5-0 game (normally I am his punch¬ 
ing bag on ICC). He kibbed the follow¬ 
ing to onlookers: "I don’t know any 
other player who plays like a strong GM 
on ICC, but has such weak results 0TB 
besides ‘Kawas’!” My friend, National 
Master David Hart, saw the kib and told 
me: “I guess the irony of Nakamura’s 
own ‘Ouickplay Expert’ status was lost 
on him!” 

But I digress. Where was I? Oh, yes, 
back to Duckworth. We were tied for 
first place in the 1998 US G/60 Cham¬ 
pionship. All the other titled players 
were safely out of the way and it came 
down to the two of us ‘Ouickplay Ex¬ 
perts’. Besides my kid brother Jimmy, 
nobody else had ever ventured a 
Veresov on me. I used my standard 
anti-Jimmy formula of dodging 
mainlines and going directly to the 
French or Caro-Kann, where I was sure 
to outbook the streetsmart Duckworth. 
His next move came as a total surprise. 
3Ag5 

Oh, no! I hadn’t bypassed the 
Veresov after all! 

3...f f b6 

The difference between playing his 
move before ...Jtf5 is the fact that b7 is 
covered and Black is happy to capture 
on b2. 

4 Sbl 

Sac’ing the b-pawn isn’t very con¬ 
vincing here: 4 Wd2?! ®xb2 5 Sbl ®a3 


6 e3 e6 7 ^.d3 Ae7 8 h4 £sf6 9 < SJge 2 
£ibd7 10 i,f4 Jtd8! (making room for 
the queen on e7) 11 h5 Aa5 12 Sb3 
We7 13 h6 g6 and White doesn’t have 
enough compensation for a pawn, 
C.Hauke-V.Alterman, Biel 1994. 



4...±f5 5 e3 e6 6 J,d3 ±g6 

Superior to capturing on d3. Why 
give White a free move or open the c- 
file? 



7 £Jge2 £)d7 8 0-0 <£)gf6 9 f4?! 

Here the Stonewall is mistimed. He 
should play 9 b4!. 

9...^g4 10 #d2 f5! 

One Stonewall deserves another! 

11 h3 £igf6 12 ±xf6 
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He eliminates his bad bishop. 

12.. .£\xf6 

The position looks equal, but it isn’t. 
The difference? Black’s knight has im¬ 
mediate access to e4, while White’s 
knights remain far away from e5. Black 
has the edge. 

13 a3 &el 14 < 4>h2 0-0 15 £>gl £ie4 16 
£\xe4? 

A strategic error. Now his knight 
languishes on gl and will never reach 
its goal of e5- Duckworth should settle 
for the line 16 Wei! Ah5! 17 ®f3 J.xf3 
18 gxf 3 4hxc3 19 Wxc3 (19 bxc3 1^7 20 
a4 c5 21 flgl c4 22 Jle2 and White 
must be ever vigilant about the health 
of his a4- and c3-pawns) 19-.C5 20flfel 
cxd4 21 1 i f xd4 Ac5! 22 WeS Sf6 with a 
minimal edge to Black. 

16.. .fxe4 17 &e 2 c5 18 c3 2ac8 19 Bfd 
Sc6 20 J.dl c4 



My plan: 

1. Play ...b5, ...a5 and ...b4; 

2. Double rooks on the b-file; 

3. Exchange on c3; and 

4. Enter via b2, or go after his fixed 
target on c3. 


I didn’t see much counterplay for 
him on the kingside. In fast games such 
mindless plans are of great value since 
you play the next ten or so moves very 
quickly and avoid burning up time on 
your clock. 

21 Wei Wc7 22 Sc2 b5 23 g4 a5 24 Sg2 
b4 25 axb4 axb4 26 Sal bxc3 27 bxc3 
Sb6 28 h4 Hfb8 29 h5 ±e8 30 J.e2 Sb2 
31 g5 

White’s dilemma: no targets for him 
on the kingside and he experiences 
great difficulties opening lines. Mean¬ 
while Black works on his very concrete 
target at c3. 

31.. .1.d7 32 ‘A’hl #b7 33 h6! 

He wants to worry me about the 
back rank with possibilities of check on 
a8 followed by Bh8. His trouble is that 
there is no easy way to open the king- 
side. 

33.. .g6 34 i-fl Sbl! 

The fewer attackers the better. 

35 Sxbl Wxbl 36 Wf2 Wal 37 f5l 



I knew he would go for this and 
avoid 37 <£}e2? Sb2 38 , A'h2 Ad8! when 
it’s just a matter of time before c3 falls. 
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37.. .exf5 38 #f4 

Entry, but at a very high cost. 

38.. .He8! 

Ha! Human intuition rules. The 
computers heartily recommend the 
false path 38...flb6? 39 We5 i.f8 40 
#xd5+ Jte6 41 #e5 Wxc3 42 Ba 2 #b4 
43 Ba8 (threatening mate on g7) 
43-Me7 44 £>h3 c3 45 £)f4 c 2 46 £id5! 
Wb7 (not 46...'i r xg5?? 47 #g7 mate) 47 
£ixb6 clW 48 lxf8+! 4xf8 49 #f6+ ±f7 
50 #g7+ 4-67 51 #f6+ 4e8 52 Wh8+ 
when it’s perpetual check. 



39 We5 ±f8 40 #xd5+ l.e6 41 #b5 Sc8 

42 We5 i f7 

Black’s king feels cosy and gets 
tucked in with a warm blanket of 
friendly pieces and pawns. Meanwhile, 
c3 falls. 

43 #f4 # xc3 44 2a 2 #b4 45 Ba6 c3 46 
%3e2 c2 47 #e5! #e7 

Much as I love to conjure phantoms, 
Black can actually grab the material 
and live to talk about it: 47...cl#! 48 
£}xcl Sxcl 49 Ba8 flxfl+ 50 4g2 sees 
White threaten #g7 mate. I saw to this 
point and didn’t have the time to work 


out if I had a win/mate or had to settle 
for a perpetual. It turns out Black 
achieves the win after 50...#d2+! 51 
4xfl JLc 4+ 52 4gl Wxe3+ 53 4h2 
#f2+ 54 4hl Wi4+ 55 4g2 #xg5+ 56 
4f2 #xh6, since it eliminates White’s 
#g7 mate threat. Needless to say I 
didn’t see all of this and played it safe. 

48 &cl #xg5!? 

I think we were both down below 
the one minute mark by now. Shock¬ 
ingly, I didn’t simplify with 48...fixes 

49 dxe5 &.e7 which also wins. 

49 Sa7 Wxh6+ 50 4g2 #xe3 51 Sxf7 

He has no prayer for a perpetual 
check. 

51.. .4xf7 52 #d5+ «f6 53 ±e2 Wxcl 
54 #e5+ 4g5 55 %3+ 4h6 56 #h 2 + 
4g7 57 #e5+ 4g8 58 1x4+ Ixc4 59 
#e6+ 4g7 0-1 

Hooray! I become US (gulp!) Ouick- 
play champ! 

Summary 

3.. .^6 4 Hbl doesn’t seem to bother 
White much since he never planned on 
castling queenside anyway. Also, I sin¬ 
cerely apologize to the reader for this 
‘O-l’ outrage, and promise to work 
hard to pepper the remainder of the 
book with ‘1-0’ games! As I was work¬ 
ing on Chapter Six, my son Tim walked 
by and asked: "Hey dad, why does 
White win all the games in your book?” 
I calmly replied: "Death to Black!” He 
gave me the trying look of a dutiful son 
who endures the irrational meander- 
ings of a senile parent. 
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Veresov versus Dutch 


1 d4 f5 2 <§k3 



Unlike some of the earlier chapters 
in this book where your author sug¬ 
gests some of the more dubious 
Veresov lines with a distinctively 
apologetic tone, in this chapter I can 
confidently tell you that the Veresov is 
one of the best methods of meeting 
Dutch. With 2 £>c3! our goal is simple: 
blast open with e4! When it happens, 
Black often finds himself unprepared 
and behind in development. Dutch 
players have three choices: 

a) Black meets the Veresov ap¬ 
proach with a Stonewall Dutch Struc¬ 


ture, 2...<£sf6 3 i.g5 d5, when our plan 
of #d2, f3 and playing for e4 looks ef¬ 
fective. 

b) Black goes 2... < £sf6 3 ^.g5 e6 and 
allows White the e4 break. After 4 e4 
fxe4 5 £ixe4 Black falls behind in space 
and development. I suggest a promis¬ 
ing pawn sac line where White stands 
better whether Black accepts or de¬ 
clines. 

c) Black meets the Veresov with a 
Leningrad Dutch/Stonewall hybrid 
formation, 2...d5 3 Ag5 g6. 



Black’s problem is, he really doesn’t 
want to play ...d5, but he must. Other- 
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Otherwise, White has the killer idea h4- 
h5l, sac the exchange on h5 and follow 
with e4l This gives White a murderous 
attack, so Black is virtually forced into 
the weakening ...d5 move. Our normal 
plan f3, fd2, possibly castle queenside, 
and force e4 also works very well here. 
Another wonderful benefit is that Len¬ 
ingrad players are prodded into a 
Stonewall structure, which they are not 
used to and usually bungle with great 
consistency! 

Game 73 

B.Gelfand-P.Nikolic 

Munich 1994 

1 d4 f5 2 <£>C3 d5 

This move is played less than the 
mainline 2...4if6. Presumably Black is 
afraid of 3 itg5 and Axf6, and delays 
the development of the g8-knight. In 
my opifiion, Black is afraid of ghosts 
and the AgS and J,xf6 lines give White 
nothing. 



3e4l? 


What shall we call this? The Pseudo- 
Staunton Gambit? Honestly, I’m itching 
to hand out a '?!’ for this move, but I 
realize that there is a practical side to 
chess and the move certainly sets diffi¬ 
cult problems for Black. So let’s settle 
for '!?’ and get the more vulgar lines 
out of the way first for the hotheads 
among our readers, whose hearts skip 
a beat at such speculation. 

Next game we examine 3 J.f4l. 
3-.dxe4 

It’s not likely that a player of Niko- 
lic’s calibTe would fall for the silly 

3.. .fxe4?? 4 Wi5+ g6 5 Wxd5 £if6 6 
#xd8+ ‘A’xdS and Black had a rancid 
ending with no compensation for the 
damage he had sustained to his struc¬ 
ture in C.Babos-F.Bohiltea, Sovata 2001. 
4i.f4! 

More accurate than immediately 
playing 4 f3 e5! 5 dxe5 tfxdl+ 6 ixdl 
£ic6 7 £id5! *d8 8 f4 ±e6 9 4ie3 Acs 
when if anyone stands betteT it’s Black, 
L.Guidarelli-J.Le Roux, Besancon 2006. 

4.. Af6 5 f3 exf3 6 4ixf3 e6 7 ic4 id 6 
8 'I'd2 0-0 9 0-0-0 c6 
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For the pawn White gets: 

1. A jump in development made 
more important by the fact that we 
have opposite-wing castling; 

2. A hole on e5 to occupy; and 

3. A backward e6-pawn to pick on. 
Conclusion: White nearly gets full 

compensation, but for the record I 
would still take Black, who looks solid 
and controls d5. 

10 i,g5 

To prevent ,..^d5. 

10...^a6! 

Multi-purpose defence. The knight 
heads for c7 where it protects his weak 
spot e6, and Black also plans to stick 
the knight on d5 since the other one on 
f6 can’t move. 



11 Wei!? 

Technically, this move is probably 
incorrect for refusing the opportunity 
to bailout into a sharp and possibly 
equal ending with the line 11 Axa6! 
bxa6 12 d5! cxd5 13 £)xd5 £sxd5 14 
Axd8 Af4 15 J.g5 ±xd2+ 16 ±xd2 
when Black’s extra pawn doesn’t mean 
much as long as White keeps his grip 


on e5. From a psychological standpoint, 
Gelfand didn’t sac in the opening just 
to get a probable drawn ending. It 
would be a little like ordering a steak 
and then asking the waiter to put a 
scoop of ice cream on top of it. 

11.. .£\C7 

Black won the opening battle and 
stands better. White just doesn't have 
full compensation for the pawn. Sens¬ 
ing this, Gelfand ups the ante with his 
next move. 

12 g 4 !? 

Thematic in such positions. If you 
are willing to sac on move three, then 
there is no place for half measures. 
White must be willing to give until it 
hurts to hang on to the initiative. 

12.. .b5 

He can also take the second pawn 
and make White prove it with 12...fxg4 

13 £ie5 £kd5 14 £ie4 Ae7- 

13 Ab3 b4 

13...a5? fails to 14 gxf5. 

14 ^e 2 <£}cd5 15 gxf5 exf5 16 £te5 Ae 6 
17 Sgl We 8 18 J,h 6 ^g 4 19 ±xg7 



Of course the sac isn’t for real and 
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White regains the piece. Then again, 
Black isn’t bothered much about it ei¬ 
ther. His king remains relatively safe 
for the moment. 

19.. .^xg7 20 h3 *h8 21 hxg4 fxg4 22 
Shi 

The pressure is on for both sides. 
Black’s king faces a rook down the open 
h-file, while White’s problem is the two 
connected passers on the g- and h-files 
which spell doom if his attack fades. If 
given a choice, I would take Black here. 

22.. Jbce5! 

Risky, but excellent judgement. He 
opens up d4 for White’s knight in order 
to eliminate the monster on e5- White 
also doesn’t quite have full compensa¬ 
tion in the line 22...ilf5! 23 £>g3 Ag6 
24 Sh4 ±xe5 25 dxe5 Sf4 26 e6 We7 27 
2h2 Ef6. If Black survives the next 15 
moves or so, he takes home the point 
with his two connected kingside 
passed pawns. 

23 dxe5 %6 24 <^d4 a5 25 1^2! 

Intending to double with tempo on 
the h-file with Bh6. 

25.. .1.g8 26 2h6 #g7 27 £bcc6 g3l 



Black navigated the complications 
exceptionally well and now forces 
White on the defensive with his surg¬ 
ing g-pawn. 

28 fihhl 

It is always a bad sign when you are 
forced into a retreat in the middle of an 
attack. 

28.. .1f2 29l f d4^f4! 

Threatening the cheapo on e2. 

30 *bl 2f8? 

Missing a forced win with 30...®e2l 

31 We3 2af8 32 e6 (32 i.xg8 g2l) 

32.. .g2 33 fihel gif' 34 Hxgl Wxgl! 35 
Wxe2 fixe2 36 Exgl Axe6 37 <S}xa5 h5! 
and the h-pawn wins the game. 

31 i.xg8 Bxg8 32 £sd8! 

A good practical try, threatening fu¬ 
ture tricks on e6 or f7. 

32.. .5f8 33 Wc5 Se2 34 2d7! g2! 35 Scl 
,xe5? 



A blunder in a winning position. 
Black wins in problem-like fashion af¬ 
ter 3S-.-^gS! 36 #d4 ^6! 37 e6+ <4^8 

38 £M7 (threatening mate) 38...Wxc2+l! 

39 Hxc 2 2el+ 40 Scl 2xcl+ 41 ixcl 
£te 2 + 42 4>d2 <£sxd4 43 £ih6+ ^>h8 44 
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e7 “£ie6!! 45 exf8'i , + ®xf8 and White is 
helpless to stop Black’s promotion. 

36 £tf7+! 

A cruel reversal of fortune for Black. 

36.. .*g8 

Instead, 36...Hxf7 37 2d8+ wins a 
full queen and 36...'i f xf7 37 Sxf7 fixes 
38 Sxf8+ < 4>g7 39 fixf4 Sg5 40 Sgl fol¬ 
lowed by Sf2 picks off Black’s last hope, 
the g-pawn. 

37 £>xe5 

What a nightmare for Black, whose 
well-crafted fortress crumbles like a 
sandcastle as the tide rolls in. White 
halts the queening attempt on gl and 
is up a rook. 

37.. .Wf6 38 £sg4 #e6 39 Wg5+ £ig6 40 
Sddl *g7 41 Wh6+ <A>g8 42 <£>e3 1-0 

Summary 

The Pseudo-Staunton looks like a pretty 
risky method of meeting Black’s 
Stonewall Dutch, but obviously we 
must factor in the practical chances as 
well in the assessment of the gambit. 

Came 74 

E.Bareev-A.Onischuk 

Elista Olympiad 1998 

1 d4 f5 2 4k3 d5 3 Af4! 

The Veresov and London merge. Ar¬ 
istotle said: “Nature abhors a vacuum 
and the bishop is ready to swoop in on 
e5!” (I’m not sure if Aristotle threw in 
the part about the bishop covering e5.) 
The London set-up is the most logical 


choice against the Stonewall. 

Everyone please calm down! I know 
what you are going to say. That this 
move is a clear violation of the Geneva 
Convention, and that the rules of en¬ 
gagement call for a more Veresovian 
approach. My response: for once in this 
book, let’s play positional cbess and 
forgo our normally violent instincts to 
annihilate Black. Black weakens e5 so 
we take aim at e5- And if you don’t 
cease and desist with the anti-London 
talk, you leave me no choice but to ask 
you to buy my excellent London book 
once again! 



3...^f6 

With 3...a6?! Black worries about 
£^>5 and wastes time covering this not- 
so-dangerous threat: 4 f3 c5? (and now 
he opens the game when behind in 
development) 5 e4 dxe4 6 dxcs #xdl+ 
7 Sxdl and Black found himself too far 
behind, with the threats including ^d5 
and <£ia4, as well as fxe4 in 
C.Lakdawala-’OvC’, Internet blitz 2010. 
4e3! 

The f3 and ®d2 set-ups work better 
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when White's bishop is posted on g5 
rather than f4. If even after my earlier 
lecture on the glories of the London 
System, you still want to avoid it and 
remain incorrigibly violent, then try 4 
f3 e6 5 e4 Ab4 6 exf5 exfS 7 Wd 2 0-0 8 
0-0-0 b6 9 a3 ±d6 10 £ih3 c6 11 J,d3 
g6 12 flhel when White’s king looks 
safer and she still controlled the key 
central dark squares f4 and e5 in 
A.Stefanova-D.Bescos Cortes, Zaragoza 
1999- 



4...c6 5 £lf3 Ae6 

On 5...g6?! I heartily Tecommend go¬ 
ing psycho with 6 h4l Jig 7 (6...h6 7 £se5 
Sg8 mins Black’s kingside castling op¬ 
tion, but perhaps still this is how Black 
should play it) 7 h5l ^xh5 8 Sxh5 gxh5 
9 £sg5 with a monster attack for the 
bargain price of only an exchange, 
F.Liardet-G.Gris, Geneva 2004. 

6 J,d3 g6 7 h4! h6 

7-Ag7 is met by 8 hs! This offer of 
an exchange should be old hat by now. 
After 8...£ibd7 9 £ie2 i.f7 10 4}g5 Black 
was getting pushed around in I.Soko- 
lov-A.Bachofner, Amsterdam 2002. 


8 £te5 Sg8 9 f3 

A useful and flexible move which 
prevents ...<£\e4 and prepares a future 
e4 or g4 break. 



9.. .^bd7 10 <£>e 2 ®h5 11 c3 

Refusing to waste time preserving 
the bishop with 11 ith2 <£}xe5 12 J,xe5 
Ag7. 

11.. .<§lxf4 12 exf4 

The strategic threats are Wc2 and 
g4 or h5- 

12.. .h5 

After 12...4^6 13 Wd2 White slowly 
prepares a g4 break. 

13 #c 2 ±h 6 14 g4l? 

Undeterred, he makes the thematic 
break. 

14.. .^xe5 15 fxe5 hxg4 16 fxg4 fxg4 17 
±xg 6 + *d 7 18 0 - 0 ! 

Forget about all that stuff I said ear¬ 
lier about playing positional chess! Ac¬ 
tually, believe it or not, castling king- 
side takes fine strategic judgement. 
White’s king obviously enjoys the great 
outdoors and feels comfortable on the 
breezy kingside: 

1. Black’s g-pawn shields White’s 
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king and keeps it a lot safer than it 
looks; and 

2. Should more pieces come off the 
board, White would be happy to move 
his king forward and eat the g-pawn 
later on. 



18.. .g3l? 

The pawn goes on a suicide mission 
in an attempt to open lines for his com¬ 
rades. 

19 i.f5! 

He isn’t going to allow the bishop to 
participate in the attack. Also, this 
eliminates Black’s bishop pair. 

19».J.xf5 20 WxfS+ i>c 7 21 ^g 2 #d7l? 

A sign of White’s dominance. Black 
tries his luck in a pawn-down ending 
realizing that his extended g-pawn is 
not long for this world. 

22 ®xd7+ 4>xd7 23 fif3 fig4 24 *h3 
White isn’t content to simply trade 
g-pawn for h-pawn. 

24.. .5ag8 25 fixg3 fixg3+ 26 £ixg3 Sf8 
This is probably what Onischuk en¬ 
visioned when he agreed to the ending. 
Black threatens to infiltrate on f2. 

27 Sell 


Challenging on the second rank is 
the correct path since after 27 Bfl? 
fixfl 28 ^xfl ±cl 29 b3 Ab2 30 <5^g3 
Axc 3 31 Ad2 Black regains his lost 
pawn and may just hold the game, de¬ 
spite that passed h-pawn. 

27.. .C5 

If 27~.Bf2 28 fie2 fixe2 29 &xe2 and 
the point is that Black is denied .. JLcl. 

28 dxc5 *c6 29 4^4 

Avoiding the careless 29 b4? J.d2. 

29.. .5g8+ 30*h5! 

He sees that Black can’t keep his 
king boxed in on the h-file forever. 



30.. .fixg3 31 *xh6 *xc5! 

The path to the stiffest resistance. 

31.. .fig2?l 32 b4 fixa2 33 Hgl! allows 
White's king access to the g-file and 
leaves the h-pawn unimpeded. 

32 fie2 b5 33 h5 a5 34 *117 *c4 

Black plans ...b4 to try and get his 
own passed d-pawn. 

35 fif2! 

The start of a clever manoeuvre de¬ 
signed to back Black’s king off. Also, 
White threatens fif7, creating a second 
passed pawn. 
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35.. .b4 36 Sf4+! *c5 37 h6! bxc3 38 
bxc3 &c6 

Black loses the race after 38...flxc3? 
39 Sg4! d4 40 <&g7 fih3 41 h7 d3 42 
h8# Hxh8 43 -ixhS d2 44 figl <i>d4 45 
Sdl <A>d3 46 &g7 &e2 47 Sxd2+ <4>xd2 
48 4>f7. 

39 &h8 4>d7 40 c4 4>e6 41 cxd5+ ^xd5 
42 Hf8! 

The rook ends its king’s imprison¬ 
ment from the dungeon of h8. 

42.. .*xe5 43 h7 Hg2 44 lg8 fixa2 45 
4g7 Sh2 46 hS# Sxh8 47 Sxh8 a4 48 
4>g6 a3 49 Ba8 1-0 

Summary 

Against the ...f5 and ...d5 Stonewall, 
you will follow Aristotle’s advice and 
play the London. And you will like it! 
Just kidding. If these London positions 
fill you with a nameless dread, then 
begin with a faux London with 3 J.f4, 
but take the option of returning to 
your Veresovian ways with 4 f3 and 
play for e4- 

Came 75 

T.Dao-N.Babu 

Udaipur 2000 

1 d 4 f 5 2 £>c3 £>f6 3 Ag5 

Back to a Veresov approach now 
that Black has developed his knight! 

3.. .d5 4 fd2 

Next game we’ll consider the im¬ 
mediate 4 f3- 

4.. .C6 



Other choices: 

a) 4~.e6 5 g4!? is a strange wing 
gambit which may well be sound: 

5.. .fxg4 6 e4 (6 h3! looks logical when 
Black should probably decline with 

6.. .g3) 6..Ae7 7 e5 £>h5 8 J.e3?l c5 9 
Ae 2 cxd4 10 #xd4 &>c6 11 Wxg4 g6 12 
£yf3 and now it looks like a nice French 
for Black who owns f5, A.Stefanova- 
K.Spraggett, San Sebastian 1999. 

b) Nobody has tried 4...£te4?! and 
with good reason. It doesn’t make 
much sense since Black falls behind in 
development after 5 £>xe4 and then 

5.. .fxe4 6 f3 l.f5 7 g4 Ag6 8 £ih3, or 

5.. .dxe4 6 f3 £ic6 7 0-0-0 when White 
threatens both d5 and fxe4. 

5 f3 i.e6 6 e3! 

In this case the restrained approach 
could be best, although after 6 £\Ti 3 
£)bd7 7 £sf2 h6! (good timing, which 
induces White to capture since f2 is 
currently occupied by a knight, and 
White doesn’t have the option of play¬ 
ing to h4) 8 Axf6 <£ixf6 9 e4 g6 10 exf5 
(he wants the e5 hole for his pieces) 

10.. .J.xf5 11 i-d3 ®d6 12 0-0 0 - 0-0 13 
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J.xf5+ gxf5 14 £sd3 White may still 
have had a tiny edge in LSchandorff- 
M.Bartel, Istanbul 2003, for these rea¬ 
sons: 

1. White controls e5; 

2. He may be able to play #f4 at 
some point with a slightly better end¬ 
ing; 

3. Black has a perpetually backward 
pawn on the e-file. 

6...^bd7 7 Ad3 £ib6 8 £\ge2 ®d7 9 0-0 
h6 10 J.f4! 

Provoking ...g5. 



10.. .g5 11 Jte5 ±g7 12 a4 £ic4 13 
Axc4 dxc4 14 a5! intending £ia4 and 
‘Sics gives White a strategic advantage. 

11 e4 e6 

11.. .dxe4 12 fxe4 g5 13 l.e5 f4 14 b3 
Ag7 15 a4! looks like a position arising 
from a King’s Gambit, except White 
isn’t down the pawn. 

12 exds 

Black isn’t bothered by 12 e5?! 
which makes e5 inaccessible for 
White’s pieces. 

12...exd5 13 £sg3l 



White begins a series of probing 
manoeuvres designed to create weak¬ 
nesses in Black’s overall structure. 

13.. .g6 

The passive I3...itg6 14 b3 doesn't 
look like an improvement. 

14 !fel+ id 8 

I don’t believe in Black’s compensa¬ 
tion if he hands over the h-pawn with 

14.. .±e7 15 Axh6 0-0-0 16 b3, and 
14-Ae6?? loses material on the spot to 

15 flxe6+ #xe6 16 Bel. 

15 b3! 

Now Black’s knight looks silly on b6. 

15.. .1.g7 16 <?Jce2 £se8 

Black begins to drop pawns if he 
gets cute with i6...£ic4?! (just because 
he can play it doesn’t necessarily mean 
he should play it) 17 bxc4 dxc4 18 jk,xf5 
gxf5 19 Ae5 £ie8 20 Wf4. 

17 h4! 

Instructive. The positional threat of 

18 h5 forces more concessions from 
Black. 

17 .. .H 5 

Swiss cheese! Just look at the holes 
on g5, f4 and e5. 
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18 a4 *5 c8 19 c4! 

It is in White’s best interest to try 
and break open the centre while Black’s 
king remains homeless in the middle. 

19.. .J.f6 20 ±e5! 

Note how often Black gets stuck 
with a bad light-squared bishop in 
these lines. 

20.. .<£>e7 

After 20..JLxe5 21 dxe5 dxc4 22 
bxc4 '4c7 23 Wc3 Ae6 24 Sabi Black’s 
king is in huge danger of being hunted 
down. 

21 Sadi J.xe5 

21.. .5g8 22 Jtxf6 £ixf6 23 c5 is slow 
death. 

22 dxe5 <£)C7 23 £>f4 &e6 

Or 23... < Sie6 24 4ige2! with a re¬ 
placement on the way. 

24 &ge 2 <ie8 25 £id4 ^7 

Black gets asphyxiated after 

25 .. .dxc 4 26 Afl! c3 27 Well Wc8 28 
±c4! ±xc4 29 bxc4 4>f8 30 Wxc3- 
26<^h3! 

WgS is in the aiT. 

26.. . < 4 > g7 27 Wg5 c5 28 £\xe6+ £>xe6 

28.. .Wxe6 29 £tf4 #f7 30 cxd5 


£>exd5 31 Ac4 Sad 8 32 £ixd5 £ixd5 33 
Axds Sxd 5 34 Wf 6 +! wins a full rook. 
29^6+ 4>h6 30^\g5! 



Threatening the knight on e6 and 
the fork on f7. Black has no defence. 

30...^>g7 

If 30...£ixg5?? 31 hxg5+ ATi7 32 Wf7 
mate. 

31 &f7+ 4>h7 32 £sxh8 Sxh8 33 cxd5 
®xd5 34 Vd6 ®e8? 

A bit of a booboo from Babul But 
White was winning anyway. 

35lbcd7+ 1-0 

Summary 

You don’t have to enforce e4 every time 
against the Dutch. Sometimes you may 
consider the quieter e3 lines, engineer¬ 
ing e4 only later on. 

Came 76 

I.Sokolov-B.Weick 

Mainz (rapid) 2003 

1 d4 f5 2 £>c3 £sf6 3 ±g5 d5 4 f3 £ic6 
The sincerest form of flattery! Black 
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blocks his c-pawn with bis knight in the 
spirit of the Veresov, immediately 
fighting for control over e5. 

Alternatives will be considered in 
the next game. 



5 Wd2 e6 6 4ih3! 

The most flexible of White’s op¬ 
tions: 

1. The knight may play to f2 to help 
force the e4 break; 

2. The knight may also head for 
open pastures on f4; 

3. White doesn’t castle queenside 
early and keeps Black guessing about 
his king; and 

4. White keeps options open for ei¬ 
ther e3 or e4. 

Others: 

a) 6 0-0-0!? is very committal; I 
wouldn’t let Black know my king’s ad¬ 
dress this early. Then 6...J.b4 7 e3 0-0 8 
4ih3 Hb8! 9 £sf4 b5! 10 a3 &e7 11 
£}xb5 J.d7 12 £}c3 Wc 8 saw the open b- 
file give Black excellent compensation 
for the pawn in E.L’Ami-F.Nijboer, Gron¬ 
ingen 2004. 

b) 6 e4l? dxe4 7 Jibs Ab4! 8 fxe4 


£ixe4 9 Axd8 £ixd2 10 Axc7 4 11 
£>ge 2 ±d7 12 0-0 Axc3 13 bxc3 flc8 
when Black’s structural advantage and 
White’s bishop pair balance the game, 
L.Schandorff-S.Kindermann, German 
League 2003. 

6.. .Ae7 7 0-0 8 e3 a6 

Avoiding Ab5 and Axc6, which kills 
a defender of e5. Black decides against 
pushing pawns in front of his king with 

8 .. .T 16 9 Axf 6 Axf 6 10 0 - 0-0 a 6 11 h 3 b 5 
12 g4, which leads to a sharp opposite- 
wings attack situation. 

9 h4 *e8 

Setting up for his next move. 

10 h 5 £se4?! 



Clever but favouring White! 

11 fxe4 Jtxg5 12 e5 

Advantage White: 

1. He owns f4, since if Black ever 
plays ...Axf4 he ends up with a bad 
bishop; 

2. White's attack looks faster since 
he has a clear plan of a3, Ad3, and play 
foT g4; and 

3 . Black’s attack on the other wing 
looks harder to organize. 
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12.. .1,h6 13 a3! ±d7 14 ±d3 Sc8 15 
£ice2 ^d8 16 c4! 

Black gets counterplay after the 
automatic 16 O-O-O?! c5: for instance, 17 
c3 c4 18 jtc2 (or 18 J,bl?! 4ic6 19 Sdgl 
£la5! and White’s queen doesn’t have 
access to c2 since it gets hit by a bishop 
on a4) I8...b5 19 Sdgl a5 20 g4 fxg4 21 
Sxg4 &c6 22 £.bl b4 23 Wc 2 Sf5 24 
Wdl Sf7 25 1 i f c2 leads to a draw. 

16.. .C6 

After 16...C5!? 17 cxd5 exd5 18 0-0! 
the powerful knight post on f4 allied to 
his pressure on d5 leaves White in stra¬ 
tegic control. 

17 c5! £tf7 18 g4! 

The time has arrived. 



I8...^g5 19 0-0-0 fxg4? 

He should try and open lines with 
19-..lb8. 

20 Wc2 #e7 21 Sdgl 8b8 22 Sxg4 b6 
23 Shgl 

White has a buffet of wins. Another 
one would be 23 Sxg5 ®xg5 24 ^.xh7+ 
<Srf7 25 Sgl Wh4 (25...1 r d8 26 Sxg7+!! 
mates) 26 Wg6+ &e7 27 #xh6! gxh6 28 
^ig6+. 


23—bxc5 24 Sxg5! 

Removing the defender of h7. Black 
collapses quickly. 



24.. .5xf4 

The rook can't be touched: 
24 -i.xg 5 25 Axh7+ AT 18 (25-. < 4’f7 26 
'#g6 mate) 26 <S3g6+ forks. 

25 Axh7+ if7 26 %6+ ®f8 27 exf4 
27 £lxf4! ±xg5 28 h6! A,xh6 29 Sfl 
leads to mate. 

27.. .Axg5 

The naive 27-.ii.e8 is dealt a harsh 
blow with 28 #xh6! gxh6 29 Hg8+ &7 
30Slg7 mate. 

28 fxg5 ±e8 29 2fl+ i.f7 30 h6 1-0 

Summary 

Keep in mind the 4hh3 plan, whose 
hallmark is flexibility. 


Came 77 

C.Lakdawala-B.Baker 

San Diego (rapid) 2007 

Id4f5 

If Black’s name has a familiar ring it 
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is because National Master Bruce Baker 
and I have played well over 200 tour¬ 
nament games over the last ten years 
in our weekly Saturday tournaments. 
My books are plastered with our games 
like wallpaper! 

2 £k3 £sf6 3 Ag5 d5 4 f3 c5?! 

Overly ambitious. Instead, 4~.e6 5 
e4 J.e7 6 exf5 exf5 7 fd 2 0-0 8 0-0-0 c6 
9 J.d3 £>h5 10 I.xe7 Wxe7 11 Hel Wd6 
12 ^b3 £id7 13 Wg5 g6 14 £>e2 #f6 
was K.Sakaev-V.Malaniuk, Elista 1998, 
where Malaniuk had handled Black 
well, but I still prefer White’s dark- 
square control and good bishop after 
15 Wh6 or 15 fd2. 



5e4 

Logically opening the position when 
leading in development in an attempt 
to punish the premature ...c5 break. 
Here 5 e3 just seems too obliging and 
passive: 5~.e6 6 J,b5+ &d7 1 Jb<d7+ 
<£sbxd7 8 4}ge2 i,e7 9 0-0 0-0, as in 
M.Panic-P.Raab, German League 2008. 
On a side note, White’s name is most 
certainly not a good one for a chess 
player! 


5.. .®c6 

Black also lags dangerously behind 
after 5-dxe4 6 dxc5 #a5 7 fd2 #xc5 8 
0-0-0 £ic6 9 fxe4 fxe4 10 J.b5. 

6 AbS 

6 jk,xf6?! helps Black develop and 
gives up control over the dark squares. 

6.. .fxe4 7 fxe4 



7.. .J,g4 

Perhaps Black should remove pieces 
from the board with 7...£sxe4 8 4<3xe4 
dxe4 9 Axc6+ bxc6 10 dxc5 Wa 5 + ll 
Wd2 WxcS 12 ^he2 when he has an ex¬ 
tra pawn and also owns the pair of 
bishops. However, Black’s structure 
isn’t pretty and he remains woefully 
undeveloped. Conclusion: Advantage 
White. 

8 ^ge2 cxd4l? 

Handing White a tempo. Once 
again I would have taken the opportu¬ 
nity to remove a few attackers with 

8.. .®xe4!. 

9 ®xd4 dxe4? 

Allowing White to keep queens on 
the board is fraught with peril. He 
should force an inferior ending with 
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9-Axe2\ 10 < 4 > xe2! dxe4 11 Sadi ®xd4 
12 fixd4 Sc8 when Black struggles, but 
his position is off the critical list. 

10 icxf6! 



This move: 

1. Regains the pawn; 

2. Increases White’s development 
lead; and 

3. Keeps queens on the board. 

10...gxf6 

Instead, I0...exf6?? 11 Wxe4+ wins a 
piece, and after 10..Jb<e2? 11 Axc6+ 
bxc6 12 ±xg7 Sg8 13 Wxd8+ Sxd8 14 
J.xf8 ith5 15 Ah6 Sxg2 16 Bel White 
should consolidate without trouble. 

11 Wxe4 Ad7 12 0-0-0 



Black is in a bad way, but now finds 
the only move to stay alive for the mo¬ 
ment. 

12.. Jfc8! 

An excellent defensive move. Black’s 
only prayer is to get off the d-file and 
fight for the light squares. Self- 
destruction is very easy under such 
strain: for example, l2..Jk,h6+?! 13 4bl 
*f7?? 14 ®d5+ Ae6 15 1^5+ picks off 
the queen. 

13 4bl a6 14 Aa4?! 

Once again plagued by my weak 
spot: a lack of attacking intuition. I 
tend to calculate well if there is a sin¬ 
gle, long string. Problems arise when 
multiple strings of analysis arise. I con¬ 
sidered the sac 14 <£ld5! Af5 15 4b<f6+ 
4f7 16 JLc4+ 4xf6 and horribly mis- 
assessed it as unclear. In fact, White’s 
attack has reached overwhelming mo¬ 
mentum: 17 fihfl 4g6 18 $^f4+ 4h6 19 
#e3l 4g7 20 #g3+ 4h6 21 IT 14 + 4g7 
22 Vg5+ Ag6 23 £ih5 mate. It’s de¬ 
pressing to come home from a tour¬ 
nament and plug your game into a 
computer, which informs you just how 
much you missed oveT the board. 

14.. .b5 15 Ab3 Bb8 16 Sxd7! 

Eliminating a key defender of the 

light squares. I would describe myself 
as a courageous coward, in that I force 
myself to make such sacs, overriding 
the voice of my inner chicken! Normally 
I am engaged in a constant tug-of-war 
between my heart (the inner chicken) 
and my mind (the one that yells: “Sac 
you coward! Go for it!”). Saying this, I 
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rarely allow the inner chicken to win 
the battle! Over the years I have come 
to realize that courage is not the same 
as fearlessness. Courage is acknow¬ 
ledging your inner demons and then 
facing them down. 



16.. .#xd7 17 Idl #c7 18 #e 6 

18 #f5! £>e5 19 IT 15 + £sg6 20 £id5 
Wd6 (20...#e5?? 21 Wxe5 £ixe5 22 £ic 7 
mate would be a cute finish) 21 £\ef4 
f5 and now 22 £b<g6 overloads Black’s 
queen. 

18.. .4^e5? 

Losing immediately, but there was 
no saving the game at this point: for 
instance, l8...£sd8 19 ®g4 with too 
many threats. 

19 4id5 1-0 

Summary 

The Stonewall Dutch is considered a 
closed line. Thus Black often gets sur¬ 
prised by how quickly White is able to 
open the game with the Veresov ap¬ 
proach. That 4 l}c 3 and f3 pair changes 
the equation and Black must be ever 
vigilant for a quick e4! break. 


Game 78 

M.Tal -W.Champion 

Boston (simul) 1988 

Mr. Champion certainly lucked out 
with an excellent surname for a chess 
player! Other good chess names are 
Hammer and Powers. My unimpressive 
surname, Lakdawala, translates from 
the Gujarati (one of a million Indian 
languages) as: ‘Guy who sells wood’. 
But I would be remiss if I didn’t also 
point out that my first name, Cyrus, 
means 'He who radiates like the sun!’ 
What do you think about that Messrs. 
Champion, Hammer and Powers? 

1 d4 f5 2 J,g5 3 £ic 3 e 6 



Black allows White e4 hoping for a 
solid game in return. 

4 e4 fxe4 5 £>xe4 Ae7 6 J,xf6! 

Just like we do in the Rubinstein 
French lines. Maintaining the powerful 
e4-knight is our top priority. 

6...iLxf6 7 'th5+! g6 8 Wh6 

A key position to remember. White 
gets terrific compensation if Black 
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takes on d4 and he gets a strategic 
edge if Black declines. 



8...Axd4?! 

Gulp! Mr. Champion relies a wee bit 
too much on the power of his name to 
see him safely though this game. He 
goes grabbing pawns and falls way 
behind in development against one of 
the greatest pure tacticians of all time. 
Next game we examine the more reli¬ 
able decline lines. 

9 0-0-0 £ic6? 

Even after the superior 9..~i.f6! 10 
h4 Ve7 ll <£ixf6+ #xf6 12 h5 Black 
found himself totally on the defensive, 
with every piece but his queen on the 
first rank in J.Krouzel-R.Fiala, Czech 
League 2000. 

10 &f3? 

Miraculously for Black, Tal misses a 
simple combination! But let’s remem¬ 
ber, it is a simul and he probably 
banged out the automatic 10 &f3 in 
less than a second. 

Instead, 10 Bxd4! £lxd4 11 ®g7 Sf8 
12 l f xd4 ^7 13 4if3 b6 14 h4 JLb7 15 
We3 0-0-0 16 Ad3 'A’bS 17 a3 e5 18 c4 


d6 19 Bel was M.Kahn-F.Seifert, Leu- 
tersdorf 2000, where for some strange 
reason White agreed to a draw in a 
clearly superior position. My opponents 
are never this courteous! 

10.. .±f6 11 Ab5 

The standard plan 11 h4 intending 
to push again was also available. 

11.. Me7 12 Shel 

He can also play for the cheapo 12 
#f4 Axb2+?? (12...0-0 is forced) 13 
*xb2 Wb4+ 14 &al WxbS 15 £if6+! 
idS (lS-'A’ey 16 £id5+! also does the 
job) 16 £>xd 7 !. 

12.. .jtg7 13 #f4 d6 14 Hxd6!? 



The wizard strikes. Rybka says it’s a 
sound sac, but only good for a draw. 

14...Bf8!? 

Playing for the win? A draw is for 
the taking after 14...cxd6 15 4}xd6+ 

■&>d8 16 £>f 7 + ‘A’eS 17 £id6+. 

15 Sxc6! 

Dazzling stuff, and all the more im¬ 
pressive from a simul game. I had a 
student named Jack Miller who played 
Tal in a simul about 20 years ago. Tal 
won in mind-bending fashion similar 
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to this game. 

15...Sxf4 16 fixe6+ Jtd7?? 

It is pretty clear that Black’s head 
reels from the complications. He had to 
play I6...<4f8! (box!) 17 flxe 7 < 4’xe7 18 
4^eg5+ 4^6! with total chaos. 

17 £id6+! 

The power and the glory! 



17.. .4>f8 18 Sxe7 

Down a full piece, Black can resign. 

18.. .j,xb5 19 £>xb5 jbcb2+ 20 <i>xb 2 
Hb4+ 214cl fixb5 22 2xc7 1-0 

Summary 

Black is especially asking for it when he 
grabs the d 4 -pawn in this line. White 
gets a huge initiative and can virtually 
regain his pawn at will. 

Gome 79 

V.Popov-A.Neiksans 

Pardubice 2000 

1 d4 f5 2 £if6 3 Ag5 e6 4 e4 fxe4 5 
®xe4 ±.e7 6 Jkxf6! ±xf6 7 l'h5+! g6 8 
#h6 



8...<£sc6! 

Declining is the wiser course. An¬ 
other way to do so would be 8 ...b 6 !? 9 
4M3 J,b7 10 ild3 tt'e7 and then: 

a) 11 cB! We7 (ll...d 5 ?! 12 <£ixf 6 + 
Wxf 6 13 jtb5! leaves White in a classi¬ 
cal good knight versus bad bishop sce¬ 
nario) 12 1 § r f4! (remember this double 
attack) 12 ... 0-0 13 Vxc7 Sab 8 14 0-0 
Aa 8 15 flfel JLg7 16 Wg3 with advan¬ 
tage White in K.Gawehns-A.Dunne, 
correspondence 1997. Here Black’s 
pawn structure is shaky, while White 
controls more central space and the 
central dark squares. Moreover, White 
has the safeT king, may prepare an at¬ 
tack with h 4 and, of course, he is a 
pawn up. 

b) 110 - 0-0 £ia 6 ! (covering the sensi¬ 
tive c 7 -square) 12 c 3 Ag 7 13 #e 3 0 - 0-0 
14 ‘A’bl £}b 8 15 fihel £ic 6 and Black 
has equalized. His bishop pair makes 
up for White’s space, R.Ash-A.Yusupov, 
Winnipeg 1986. 

9 c3 1^7!? 

Everyone seems to play this, but it’s 
a sac! Instead, after 9 ...d 6 10 Ad3 We7 
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11 4M6+ #xf6 12 4tf3 Jtd7 13 0-0 
0-0-0 14 Bfel Black must suffer pas¬ 
sively, but his extra pawn should give 
him some comfort. 

10 Wf4! 

Old faithful! This double attack con¬ 
stantly crops up in these lines. 

10 ... 0-0 11 #xc7 

Now comes a forcing line critical to 
the evaluation of the opening. 



Il...l,xd4! 

Instead, ll...d5 12 #xe7 J,xe7 13 
4}d2 e5l? (the cost of freedom is an iso- 
lani) 14 dxe5 £sxe5 15 ^gf3 ^d7 16 
4^b3 was A.Kochemasov-K.Ter Veen, 
correspondence 2005. I always prefer 
White in such situations, as I just don’t 
believe in Black’s activity as full com¬ 
pensation for the missing pawn. 

12 cxd4 1 tb4+ 13 £>d 2 d6! 

With the unstoppable threat 
14-.Hf7, trapping White’s queen. The 
question is: does White get enough for 
the queen? 

14 fid?! 

A questionable decision. 14 a3l is a 
huge improvement: 14...'B f xb2 15 Sbl 


#xa3 16 h4! Sf7 17 fih3! (the point; 
White doesn’t lose his queen) I7...fixc7 
18 Sxa3 4?ixd4 19 Ad3 when Black’s 
three pawns don’t fully compensate 
the piece since it looks very difficult to 
advance them without losses. 

14...Bf7 15 flxc 6 ! flxc7 16 Sxc7 fcb 2 
17 Ad3 »xd4 18 i.bl 



What a mess. The material count is 
rook and two knights versus queen and 
two pawns. King safety will be the de¬ 
ciding issue to see who stands better. 

18.. .#b6 19 Eel iLd7 20 4}gf3 ±b5! 
Black gives notice that White’s king 

must sit it out in the centre. 

21 h4! 

With a purpose: White lets Black 
know that his own king isn’t so safe 
with h5 coming, and that he may acti¬ 
vate his rook with JSh3. 

21.. Jka6! 

Idea: 22...t f b5. 

22 idl! 

What a battle! His move is much 
stronger than 22 a4?! Wa5 23 J.a2 
WxaA 24 Ab3 #d7 25 ‘A’dl d5 when 
Black has everything under control. 
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22...Wxf2 23 lei 2f8 

Or23-.le8 24 h5! and then: 

a) 24...J.b5?! 25 hxg6 Aa4+ 26 1x2 
lxc2+ 21 lxc2 (threatening 28 £ie4!) 
27 -l'xg 2 28 gxh7+ *h8 29 Sgl Wf2 30 
Sc7 when Black is tied up and fighting 
for survival. 

b) 24...gxh5! 25 lf5! e5 26 <£se4 
Wxa.2 27 £sf6+ <4>f7 28 £ixe8 A’xeS 29 
Sc2 with two rooks and a knight for a 
queen and five pawns. 

Conclusion: I’m forced to cop out 
with a plea of unclear. 

24h5g5l? 

Black had a difficult choice: 

a) 24-®xg2 25 hxg6 hxg6 26 Bxe6 
1 i r hl+ 27 Sel W 13 28 le4 when I don't 
trust Black’s position. 

b) 24-gxh5 25 lc7 Sf7 26 fic8+ 
i>g7 27 £ig5 Se7 28 lxh7 ®d4 29 
Sg8+ ^6 30 Sg6+ <4f5 31 !g7+ <if6 32 
Sg6+ with perpetual check. 

25 Sxe6!? 

25 Sc7 Wb6 26 lxh7+ ^h8 27 Se7 
e5 28 4ixg5 1^2 29 lc2 #al+ 30 Ibl 
ld3! 31 Ixb7 Ixbl 32 Bxbl #xa2 and 
it remains a mess. 


25...1 , xg2 26 flc7 Whl+ 27 Sel 1^2?? 

27...®xh5l 28 ±xh7+ *h8 29 le4 
Sf7 30 Bc8+ *g7 31 ld5 g4 32 J.xf7 
Wxf7 33 5^d4 #xa2 34 Sc7+ is also 
nightmarishly hard to evaluate! 

28 lxh7+ &h8 29&g6! 



It’s all oveT. Black’s king can’t be de¬ 
fended and there isn’t a perpetual in 
sight. 

29-..l r f2 

Or 29...1b5 30 Bee7 1TU+ 31 4iel 
±a4+ 32 4x1 Sd8 33 h6! ±c6 34 Sh7+ 
4g8 35 Scg7+ 4f8 36 Sh8 mate. 

30 ^xg5 Wf4 31 &gf3 

The more efficient path lies in 31 
<SM7+! 4*97 32 <£>e5+! 4h6 33 £tef3l 
Sh8 34 See7 1^4+ 35 4el when 
Black’s king is cornered. 

31...1 r a4+ 

31...1 r f6 32 See7 ®al+ 33 £ibl #f6 
34 Sh7+ 4g8 35 le4! menaces both 
ld5+ and also h6. 

32 lc2 %4 33 Sh7+ 4g8 34 Sgl 1-0 

Summary 

Declining the d-pawn is the superior 
Toute for Black in this line. 


226 



Veresov Versus Dutch 


Game 80 

A.Krivonogov-P.Yanin 
Novgorod 1998 

1 d4 f 5 2 £ic3 

Note too the continuation 2 J,g5 
(don’t worry, we will transpose to our 
Veresov position soon) 2...g6 3 <§}c3 
(there!) 3..~t.g7 (Black gets into trouble 
quickly if he avoids ...d5) 4 h4! <£>f6?! 
(4 ..h6) 5 h5! £sxh5 6 Hxhs! gxh5 7 e4 
0-0 8 Jlc 4+ ^8 9 WxhS, which gave 
White a blistering attack for the ex¬ 
change in D.Gormally-S.Barua, Man¬ 
chester 1997. Trust me on this one. GM 
Akobian once slaughtered me with a 
similar sac when in a moment of tem¬ 
porary insanity, I abandoned my be¬ 
loved Slav and essayed a Leningrad 
Dutch. 

2...d5 

This move is played slightly less of¬ 
ten than 2... < £ff6. I feel that the 2...d5 
move order is a bit inaccurate since 
White can pull the switcheroo to a fa¬ 
vourable London with 3 J.f4!. Black 
should probably play 2...£if6 to make 
White commit a bishop to g5, and only 
then should he play 3...d5. Of course, 
this is all from the heavily-biased per¬ 
spective of a London System lover! 

Instead, the immediate 2...g6 runs 
into 3 h4! £>f6 (Black stops the h5 pawn 
push) 4 h5! (oh, no he doesn’t!) 4..~fi.g7 
(or 4...£ixh5 5 Hxhs! gxh5 6 e4 with 
monster compensation for the ex¬ 
change in S.Plischki-T.Braun, Liberec 


2007; it’s not a good sign when the 
only developed piece is the king!) 5 h6! 
(get back, get back, get back to where 
you once belonged!) 5..Jtf8 6 ±g5 d5 7 
Wd2 e6 8 0-0-0 l,b4 9 f3 0-0 10 4ih3 c6 
11 a3 Aa5 12 e4! Axc3 13 ®xc 3 fxe4 14 
,&xf6 Bxf6 15 fxe4 dxe4 16 J.C4 left 
Black undeveloped and his king in dan¬ 
ger in G.Moehring-M.Knezevic, Hradec 
Kralove 1978. 

3&g5 

White is obviously a London hater! 
As you know, I prefer 3 Af4! at this 
point. 



3.. .g6 

What I like about the Veresov versus 
the Dutch is that we force Black to stir 
the pot of a peculiar Stone¬ 
wall/Leningrad soup, something which 
confuses both Stonewall and Leningrad 
players. If he insists on a Stonewall, 
Black could play: 

a) 3...C6 4 fd3!? (the idea may be to 
help out enforcing f3 and e4 later on) 

4 .. ~ie 6 5 h4 £sa 6 6 a3 Was 7 ^h3 0 - 0-0 
8 ±f4 Ad7?! 9 ^g5 ^h6 10 e3 e6 11 
Sa2! (setting up a cheapo!) ll...Se8? 12 
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b4! Wb6 13 <£sa4 Jtxb4+ (Black now re¬ 
alized that 13...#d8?? is met rudely 
with 14 ®xa6!) 14 axb4 'B r xb4+ 15 c3 
when Black was down a piece and un¬ 
der heavy fire in R.Knaak-P.Welz, Berlin 
1990. 

b) 3-h6 is a move examined by GM 
Neil McDonald in Play the Dutch. After 
4 Af4 it’s back to a Londony Stonewall 
- certain death for Black! For example, 

4.. .£vf6 5 e3 e6 6 £sf3 JLd6 7 Jld3 0-0 8 
0-0 J.d7 9 £)e2 J,e8 10 c4 i.h5 11 
J.xd6 Wxde 12 4if4 J.xf3 13 #xf3 c6 14 
b4! and White’s queenside play is well 
underway, A.Moiseenko-G.Rechlis, Is¬ 
raeli League 2008. 

4 f 3 £if6 

Slightly more accurate may be 

4.. .Ag7 which gives Black more options. 

5 Wd2 

Cooked to order. Now our position 
looks very, very, Veresovy! When in 
doubt my brother, Jimmy, the Veresov 
god (so he believes himself to be), 
would apply his formula against virtu¬ 
ally any Black set-up: d4, l SJc3, Jlg5, f3, 
td2 and castle queenside. 

5.. .±g7 6 0-0-0 

Alternatively, 6 4£ih3 Ae6 7 0-0-0 
&bd7 8 JUi6 0-0 9 i.xg7 4>xg7 10 &f4 
±f7 11 h4 c5 12 e3 ®a5 13 h5 flac8 14 
hxg6 hxg6 15 a3 Bh8 16 jib 5 e6 17 
±xd7 <SJxd7 18 dxc5! Wxc5 19 e4 and 
Black had problems in R.Kempinski- 
M.Krasenkow, Warsaw 1997: 

1. His king is insecure; 

2. White applies pressure to Black’s 
centre; 


3. Black dark squares look shaky; 
and 

4. For now his bishop remains bad 
since his pawns remain fixed on light 
squares. 

6.. .Ae6 7 e4l? 

He can also prepare this break with 
the sloweT 7 £ih3 and follow with £\f2 
and e4, or even g4. 

7.. .fxe4 8 fxe4 dxe4 

8...£lxe4!? 9 £ixe4 dxe4 is also pos¬ 
sible. 

9 <£)ge2 0-010 <£>g3 Ad5? 

This is an important piece. He 
throws away good money to a lost 
cause. The advanced e-pawn will fall 
later anyway, and Black will be made to 
pay dearly for giving up the defender of 
the light squares. Better to return the 
pawn with 10...C6. 

11 ±e2 ?hc6 12 h4 h5 13 £sxd5 IhcdS 14 
#c3 *h7?! 

I would not give ground. Better was 

14.. .b5l?. 



15 Ac 4 #d6 16 'B'el! 

This covers the knight and hits e4- If 
White regains the pawn he stands 
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clearly better with his bishop pair and 
safer king. 

16.. .e3 17 c3 a6 18 ±xe3 b5 19 l,b3 a5 
20 fifl a4 21 ±f4 1^8 

Backing off again, but this time by 
necessity: 21...J,h6? 22 ±xh6 4>xh6 23 
Ac2 and the threat of We3+ followed 
by Wg5 gives White a powerful attack. 
22 1.C2 a3 23 b3 b4 

This leads to a terrible position, but 
I am at a loss for useful suggestions for 
Black, who may well be busted here. 
24d5!^a5 

After 24...4ia7 25 c4 Black is in no 
position to attack. 

25 cxb4 £)b7 26 We2 

Simple chess. h5 and g6 are in 
White’s crosshairs and there isn’t a 
thing Black can do about it. 

26.. .1h6 27 £ixh5 £ixd5 28 !xh6 fixfl 
29 #xfl i’xhe 30 fd3l #§8 31 ®d2+! 

Winning a piece. Black can resign. 



31...^h7 32 WxdS WxdS 33 Sxd5 ®d6 
34 £tf4 1-0 

Summary 

Although I prefer the slower <£ih3 lines, 


if White chooses he can play for an ear¬ 
lier e4 and sac a pawn temporarily. It 
looks to me like he gets the edge in this 
line also. 


Game 81 

S.Sergienko-A.Mukhin 

Voronezh 1999 

1 d4 f5 2 <£)c 3 £)f6 3 lg5 g6 4 f3 d5 5 

Wd2 <2k6 

Black fights for e5. 



6 0-0-0 !e6 

This move may be slightly more ac¬ 
curate than 6...±g7 7 i.h6! (logical, 
since Black wasted a tempo with Ag7) 

7 ... 0-0 8 ^h3 a 6 9 Axg7 4>xg7 10 ^hU 
®d 6 11 e3 Ae 6 (a bad bishop since he 
can’t play ...e5 any time soon) 12 h4 
Ml 13 h5 g5 14 h 6 + <4h8 15 £>h3 g4 16 
<S}g5 ig 6 17 £se 2 e5 18 dxe5 #xe5 19 
<2if4 Hae 8 20 Jl.d3! I r xe3 21 Wxe3 Sxe3 
22 £ife 6 and White’s dark-square con¬ 
trol gave him more than enough for 
the pawn in I.Sokolov-M.lllescas Cor¬ 
doba, Wijk aan Zee 1997- 


229 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


7 ^h3 #d7 8 <£sf4 0-0-0?! 

Black mistakenly feels safer castling 
on the same wing as White. 

9 e3 a6 10 £ia4! 



Off on an unannounced visit into 
Black’s camp. Black’s pieces are caught 
in a massive traffic jam and can’t stop 
the knight from landing on c5. 

10...i.f7 11 £sc5 Wd6 12 ^fe6H 



A beautiful shot which emphasizes 
the dishevelled nature of Black’s pieces, 
who stumble over each other. 

12...1,xe6 13 Af4! 

The point. White demands ransom 
in exchange for the life of Black’s 
queen. 


13.. .^e5 14 «b4! Wc6 

Instead, 14-..Mb6 drops an exchange 
to 15 '#xb6 cxb6 16 <£sxe6 <5k6 17 
<£ixd8. 

15 i.xe5 

Black’s pieces are in a hopeless tan¬ 
gle, unable to eject the growing num¬ 
ber of intruders. 

15.. .fig8 16 Sd3! 



The tipping point. Black quickly 
buckles under the pressure. 

I6...<£ie8 

I6...<^d7 17 ^xd7 #xd7 18 Sc3 c6 
19 Jtxa6 J.g7 20 lb3 doesn’t help a bit. 
17 Sb3 i.d7 18 Axa6 1-0 

Summary 

If Black avoids opposite-wings castling, 
there is no guarantee of safety for him 
on the queenside. 

Came 82 

S.Savchenko-M.Babar 

Bad Wiessee 2000 

1 d4 f5 2 4k3 3 Ag5 d5 4 f3 g6 5 
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#d2 ike6 6 ihh3 c6 

Played to avoid the tempo loss in¬ 
curred after 6...Ag7 1 Ah6. 

7 

I like this bizarre and interesting 
plan. White makes an artificial move in 
an attempt to force Black to make an 
artificial move! 

7 0-0-0 would be standard play: 

7...®bd7 8 Af7 9 h4 h6 10 Axf6 
£>xf6 11 e3 Wc7 12 g4! fxg4 13 fxg4 
£sxg4 14 Ah3 and White got excellent 
compensation for the pawn in 
A.Hagen-R.Tozer, Copenhagen 2001. 



7.. .Wd6 

The queen becomes a target, but he 
had no choice since 7...Af7?? 8 Axf6 
drops a piece, while 7...'S r d7?! 8 £yf4 
i4’f7 9 *5kd3 threatens to fork and makes 
Black dance further to avoid it. 

8 J,f4! 

Forcing the queen to d7, where it 
gets in the development path for his 
knight. 

8.. .fd7 9 £>g5!? 

But this seems like a waste of time. 
White looks faster after 9 0-0-0 JLg7 10 


Ah6 0-0 11 Axg7 4>xg7 12 4 Ag8 13 
h4 b5 14 h5 when, once again, the dark 
squares around Black’s king look ripe 
for exploitation. 

9.. .Ag8 10 0-0-0?! 

It seems White insists on the eccen¬ 
tric. I would make an effort to contain 
Black’s expansion on the kingside with 
10h4l. 

10.. .h6 11 £ih3 g5 12 Ae5 Ag7 13 ^2 

White, like an investor who makes a 
fortune and then loses it speculating 
on the stock market, gained time ear¬ 
lier, only to lose it back. 

13.. .Ah7 14 e4 



At last, White reforms from his pre¬ 
viously Nimzovitchian ways and plays 
normally! 

14.. .e6 

Rejecting the sharper alternative 

14.. .fxe4 15 fxe4 0-0 16 4rf2 when h4 
may follow. White looks very quick in 
the attack. 

15 exf5 exf5 16 <Skf 2 0-0 17 h4 

White always looks faster to me in 
these lines. Notice how the inducement 
of ...Wdy clogs Black's natural de- 
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velopment on the queenside. 

17...g4 18 h5! #f7 19 Af4 £>xh5 20 
Jb(h6 <£\g3 21 Axg7 Wxg7 22 Sh4 4^xfl 
23 Sxfl 



A picture of hopelessness. Black lies 
injured on the train tracks and lacks 
the strength to get out of the way of 
the oncoming train. He hasn’t even 
finished developing while White’s at¬ 
tack is well underway. 

23...®d7 24 fifhl J.g6 25 £te2! 


He doesn’t want the pawn. Instead 
he occupies f4 for his knight. 

25.. .£sf6 26 £>f4 g3 27 £}2d3 

Strategic disaster: 

1. The f4-knight’s big brother heads 
for e5; 

2. White’s rooks control the h-file; 

3. Black’s bishop clearly isn’t the 
sharpest tool in the woodshed! 

4. Black’s loose g3-pawn can be 
picked up at any time; and 

5. Black’s king’s days are numbered. 

27.. .1ae8? 

21...Ml 28 £se5 Bae8 29 W?4 was 
also hopeless. 

28 2h8+ 1-0 

Summary 

When Black develops his bishop to e6, 
keep in mind White’s strange tte3! 
plan. It looks to me like Black gets the 
worst of it after both sides lose time. 
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Modern, Pirc and Philidor 


1 d4 d6 2 <Sk3 g6 3 e4 ±g7 4 ,ig5 



Some of your opponents may totally 
bypass the Veresov and meet 1 d4 with 
l...g6, or l...d6. Others will see the 
Veresov coming and attempt to dodge 
it this way into a Pirc or Philidor: 1 d4 
<2}f6 2 £ic3 d6 3 e4 and now 3...g6 
transposes to a Pirc and 3-.£ibd7 turns 
the game into the Lion Variation of the 
Philidor. 

Against the Modern, let’s go with 
the surrealistic Byrne System where 
our bishop leaps out into space on g5, 
pinning his e-pawn and attacking the 


future knight on f6! This system has 
three advantages: 

1. Most Modern/Pirc players won’t 
be as familiar with this set-up. 

2. White scores a very good 59% 
against both the Modern and Pirc with 
the Byrne System. There is an old say¬ 
ing which goes: "There are lies; there 
are damned lies; and then there are 
statistics!” which essentially says that 
anyone can try to prove anything that 
suits them by offering up the appro¬ 
priate stats! However, while research¬ 
ing this chapter, I looked over many 
games in this line against both Modern 
and Pirc and saw that black players 
were genuinely confused, and that the 
set-up has real bite to it. 

3. The CM Modern/PiTC experts all 
offer terrifying warnings about the 
Byrne System to their readers! For in¬ 
stance, Davies calls the Byrne: "one of 
the most dangerous at White’s dis¬ 
posal, yet it tends to crop up surpris¬ 
ingly little in practice.” Alburt and 
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Chernin call it the “real tiger of the 
Pirc." And speaking of tigers, Tiger 
Hillarp Persson calls it "one of the most 
poisonous against the Pirc”, but claims 
Black is okay against it in the Modern. If 
the system makes the top GMs of the 
line this nervous, it is a good bet the 
Byrne will give you the capability of 
terrorizing some of your opponents 
with it too. 

We aren’t going to mess around ei¬ 
ther with the Lion, which is a Philidor 
coming from a Pirc move-order. 4 g4l? 
is the most aggressive option at our 
disposal and the one most likely to put 
a normally quiet Philidor opponent off 
his stride. 



By contrast, in the Lion’s Yawn, 1 d4 
®f6 2 £>c 3 d6 3 e4 e5, Black invites a 
queen exchange at the cost of castling 
privileges. I suggest you bypass Black’s 
specialty ending in favour of the more 
aggressive 4 ®ge2 which keeps the 
central tension. From this point, Black 
has a choice of playing in normal Phili¬ 
dor fashion with 4-^bd7, where we 
follow with the plan f3, Ae3, ’^2 and 


0-0-0, all in Veresov style or Black can 
give up the centre with 4...exd4, the 
Antoshin Philidor. Our space advantage 
still should give us the edge, despite 
Black’s super-solid set-up. 

Game 83 

S.Rublevsky-G.Chepukaitis 

St Petersburg 2001 

Not all chess geniuses are Grand¬ 
masters. Genrikh Chepukaitis, also 
known as ‘Smartchip’ on ICC, was a 
legendary blitz player, who, back in the 
70’s won the 5-minute championship 
of Leningrad ahead of Korchnoi and 
Petrosian. He could easily have an¬ 
nexed the GM title had he had the in¬ 
clination. But Chepukaitis was a true 
amateur, who played only for the love 
of the game. I had the pleasure of 
many wild encounters over the ICC 
against the blitz giant despite my great 
exertions to keep things dull! So in¬ 
tense was his fighting spirit that he 
never ever took draws and to my exas¬ 
peration, played until bare kings re¬ 
mained! I never knew who I was play¬ 
ing until it was announced that he had 
passed away. It was shocking news to 
me since I assumed Smartchip was 
some teenage hotshot GM incognito. 
He certainly never played chess like a 
senior citizen! I remember my friend, 
IM David Vigorito, aka ‘Fluffy’, bitterly 
complaining to me of how ‘Smartchip’ 
tormented him on a regular basis over 
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the ICC with his neanderthal style of 
play! 

1 e4 g6 2 d4 d6 3 £>c3 ±g7 4 l,g5 

“Into midair," writes GM Tiger 
Hillarp Persson, who continues: "this 
line is one of the most poisonous 
against the Pirc move order, but 
against the Modern it loses some of its 
venom.” I believe Black must also be 
very careful in the Modern move ordeT. 
We pin his e-pawn and deny Black ...e6. 



4...h6?! 

The black side of a Modern is not an 
easy position to navigate, and some¬ 
times it’s easy to turn into a blind loyal¬ 
ist to a corrupt party! Black tosses in 
...h6 before deciding on his actual set¬ 
up and pays much too high a price for 
ejecting the irritating bishop. 4...h6?! 
weakens g6 and makes it a lot easier 
for White to sac. 

5 1M a6 

Smartchip’s Modern! Chepukaitis 
specialized in Tiger’s Modern even be¬ 
fore Tiger did. 

6&f3 

Flexibility is the key to the Byrne 


System. The realm of possibilities in¬ 
clude f3, f4 and £M3 ideas. After 6 f4 b5 
7 ^f3 Jlb7 8 Ad3 Black’s insertion of 
...h6 leaves him vulnerable to e5-e6 
ideas. Still, Black should be okay here, 
since he may meet e6 with ...f5. 

6.. .^d7?! 

Perhaps Black should throw in 

6.. .b5! while he can: 7 a4 b4 8 £>d5 a5 9 
e5!? (9 Ac 4 gives White a safe edge) 
9-.dxe5 10 dxe5 Ab7 11 Ac4 g5 12 
&g3 e6 13 <£se3 Wxdl+ 14 flxdl <£sd7 15 
A,b5 0-0-0 with a complex struggle, 
P.Smirnov-V.Tseshkovsky, Krasnoyarsk 
2003. 

7 a4 b6 

The Hippo structure doesn’t work 
well for Black since he needs ...e6 and 
can’t achieve it without the weakening 
...g5. Instead, 7...C5 8 d5 Was 9 Sa3 
£hgf6 10 <S^d2 gives White a favourable 
version of the Schmid Benoni, which 
we examine in Chapter Ten. That early 
...h6 could lead to trouble on the king- 
side when White achieves f4. 

8 ±c4 g5? 

Smartchip, like most coffeehouse 
players, was tragically defence- 
challenged. A fire-breathing dragon if 
he had the initiative, but on the other 
end when defending, he lacked pa¬ 
tience and would routinely lash out like 
this. He intends to play ...e6 after the 
bishop retreats. The problem: the 
bishop has no intention of retreating. 

If Chepukaitis had foreseen the sac¬ 
rificial cascade which follows he would 
surely have gone in for 8..JLb7! 9 We2 
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g5 and the white sacs don’t have the 
same force since Black’s queen is no 
longer trapped. 

9 ±xg5!! 



Just watch, more sacs follow. 
9—hxg5 10 J,xf7+! 

Unceremoniously stripping the em¬ 
peror of his bodyguard and sending 
him out into the street to face the an¬ 
gry mob. 

10.. .*xf7 11 *SJxg5+ 4g6 

11.. .*f 6 ?? 12 #g4 ^if 8 13 £>d5+ 
*g 6 14 4Je6+ leads to total annihila¬ 
tion. 

12 <SJe6 ®h6 

A sad necessity, since 12 ...'i , e 8 ?? 13 
1^4+ *>16 (or 13...*f7 14 Wxg7+ *xe 6 
15 d5 mate) 14 1 l f xg7+ *h5 15 Wg5 is 
mate. 

13 &d5 

Of course he can also just eat the 
queen, but this move Tubs it in a bit 
more. 

13.. .£lf6 

13.. Me8 14 Wi5+!! *xh5 (I4...*h7 
15 £>g5+ mates in three moves) 15 
<SJdf4+ *h4 16 g3+ *g4 17 h3+ *f3 18 


£\g5 mate would be a horrible way to 
exit the chessboard. 

14 £ixd8 Sxd8 15 £ixe7+ *f7 16 ?xc8 
Bdxc8 17 f3 



The position has settled: 

1. The material balance of queen 
and four pawns clearly outstrips 
Black’s three minor pieces; and 

2. Black’s king safety is just a tem¬ 
porary matter. Once White castles and 
starts to push his pawns, Black will feel 
the heat shortly. 

Conclusion: Black is dead lost and 
simply awaits the second wave of the 
attack. 

17 .. .£>hg 8 18 c3 c5 19 Wb3+ *g6 20 0-0 
2ab8 21 tte6 *h7 22 e5 £Je8 23 f4 £>c7 
24 Wf5+ *h8 25 Sf3 

The queen gets help from another 
attacker. 

25.. .£>h6 26 fih3 *g8 27 %6 £>f7 28 
e6 £Jxe6 

An annoying Smartchip trademark: 
the bugger never resigned and always 
played on till kingdom come! 28...4Jh8 
29 Wh7+ *f8 30 Sg3 £ixe6 31 f5 is 
slaughter. 
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29 Wlxe6 cxd4 30 ®g6 4T)h8 31 Wh 7 + 
4*7 32 flg3 flg8 33 Sel dxc3 34 1*5+ 
1-0 

The old lion finally hangs it up, not 
wishing to be shown 34...J.f6 35 Wd5+ 
4f8 36 Sxg8 mate. 

Summary 

An early ...h6?! without the immediate 
...g5 loosens Black’s kingside and opens 
the possibility of sacs on f7, or just a 
plan of f4 and later f5. 

Game 84 

M.Feygin-M.Roobol 

Dutch League 2007 

1 e4 g6 2 d4 Ag7 3 <Sk3 d6 4 &.g5 a6 

Wisely avoiding 4...h6?L 

Modern specialist GM Colin McNab 
advocates 4...4^d7 in Dangerous Weap¬ 
ons: The Pirc and Modern. 5 #d2 c5 and 
now.- 

a) 6 d5 a6 7 a4 #a5 8 f3 b5 9 ®h3 
Sb8 10.4Tf2 “STe5 with unclear play in this 
Trompowsky-like position. White’s space 
plus and Black's queenside activity may 
balance each other out, J.Hodgson- 
C.McNab, Grangemouth 2001. 

b) Black doesn’t mind transposing 
into a Dragon after 6 <£*3 cxd4 7 ^xd4. 
Normally White doesn’t mix Wd2 with 
Ag5 in Dragons but it doesn't seem so 
bad for him after 7...‘£)gf6 8 0-0-0 a6 9 
f4 #07 10 g4l? b5 11 <Sid5 4ixd5 12 
exd5 £if6 13 i.xf6 ±xf6 14 g5 i.g7 15 
h4, A.Motylev-P.Pogromsky, Russian 


Cup (Internet) 2004. Black may be okay 
with his control over the dark squares, 
but I still prefer White, who has the 
more potent attack and control over c6. 



5 Wd2 b5 

5...^d7 6 h4 h5 7 0-0-0 b5 (7...C5 
may be the most accurate move, since 
now White found a promising sac to 
open lines) 8 e5! dxe5 9 dxe5 ±xe5 10 
flh3! with excellent compensation for 
the pawn in A.Caldeira-E.Capatti, Sao 
Paulo 2005. 



6 a4 

Played on the assumption that early 
confrontation favours the better devel¬ 
oped side. Instead, after 6 £sf3 Jtb7 7 
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a4 b4 8 a5 9 Ac4! (taking advan¬ 
tage of the fact that Black can’t toss in 
...e6) 9~.h6 10^4! ideas of £sxc7+ were 
in the air in J.Waitzkin-Y.Lapshun, New 
York 1999. 

6...b4 7 5jd5 a5 8 c3 c6 9 £te3 bxc3 10 
bxc3 11 ±d3 Aa6 

Exchanges ease Black's burden. 

12 f4!? 

Risky. White is intent on attacking 
on the kingside, but pawns once 
pushed can’t retreat, and White could 
be vulnerable to a ...d5 counterpunch 
in the centre. However, after 12 <£)e2 
<53bd7 13 0-0 0-0 14 f4 ilxd3 15 1ixd3 
d5! 16 e5 £te4 17 <5^4 f 6 18 J,h4 f5 
Black’s powerful knight on e4 compen¬ 
sated for his lack of space in 
B.Lindberg-M.Burwick, Swedish Team 
Championship 2004. 



12.. .0-0 13 £sf3 d5! 14 J,xf6! exf6! 

14...Jlxf6?! 15 e5 just loses time and 
the e-file stays closed. 

15 exd5! 

15 e5?l fxe5 16 fxe5 f 6 allows Black 
to chip away at his centre. 

15.. .cxd5 16 0-0 Wd6 17 Sabi <$id7 


Swapping White’s f-pawn for d5 is a 
bad deal: l7...'B , xf4? 18 i.xa6 2xa6 19 
£ixd5 *d6 20 flb5. 

18 jLxa6 flxa6 19 fibs! 



Pressuring both the d5- and a5- 
pawns. 

19.. .^b6 20 fifbl Se8 21 g3 Wc6 22 
#d3 ±f8 23 <£>d2! 

An assessment: 

1. Black is tied down to d5 and a5; 

2. He must watch for <£}b3 which 
hits a5 and may enter powerfully via 

c5; 

3. His crippled pawn majority on the 
kingside effectively keeps him down a 
pawn; and 

4. Black may be in a position to ap¬ 
ply pressure on c3 or make something 
happen on the e-file, but at the mo¬ 
ment his pieces stand clumsily placed. 

Conclusion: White has the edge. 

23.. .fid8 24 filb3 £}xa4l? 

He insists on staying active instead 
of sitting tight with 24...Ae7 and see¬ 
ing how White makes progress. 
25fixd5! 

Exploiting the overloaded black 


238 



Modern, Pirc and Philidor 


queen to pick off d5. White’s central 
pawns mean more than Black’s passed 
a-pawn. 



25.. .5.d5 26 4ixd5 fia 8 ? 

Missing his chance to force a draw 
with a series of little combinations, 
starting with 26...Wxd5! 27 ®xa6 <£ixc3! 

28 *c4 ®xd4+! 29 Wxd4 4je2+ 30 4f2 
£>xd4 31 fib8 *g7 32 &c4 J,b4 33 Ia8 
f5 34 £sxa5 Axa5 35 Hxa5 <£se6, with a 
theoretical draw. 

27 c4 

Even stronger was 27 ®b5! #xb5 28 
lxb5, which Tetsuji’s Black’s knight in 
its prison cell on a4, and effectively 
halts Black’s passed a-pawn. 

27.. .fie8 28 ^e4 Ag7? 

Allowing a sparkling finish. Black 
puts up more resistance with 28...fic8 

29 £)dxf6+ <4>g7 30 Sb5 WxcA 31 #xc4 
flxc4, but still loses after 32 flb7l! when 
he faces a mating attack. For example, 

32.. .<£\c3 33 <Shg5! forces mate, or 32...h6 
33 £te8+ *S?h8 34 Hxf7 4>g8 35 Sd7 with 
the terrible threat of either knight 
checking on f6 followed by Ah 7 mate. 
29 Sb8! 


Black’s rook is tied down to the fork 
square e7. 

29...*h8 

29...'4f8 fails to 30 Wa3+!. 

30 <£se7! #d7 31 ^d6! 1-0 



Ground Control to Major Tom! What 
a pretty picture: three White pieces all 
floating serenely in space, and all un¬ 
touchable. 

Summary 

Generally, it’s a good idea to meet an 
early ...b5 with a4. Picking a fight fa¬ 
vours the player with the superior de¬ 
velopment. 


Came 85 

A.Shabalov-M.ZIotnikov 

Mashantucket 1999 

1 e4 g6 2 d4 Ag7 3 £>c3 d6 

Be careful of the move order 3...c6. It 
is specifically designed against the 
Byrne system: 

a) 4 Ac 4! d6 5 ^3!? (a move to 
warm the heart of any chess barbarian; 
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someone named this line the Monkey’s 
Bum, a name which doesn't inspire 
confidence!) 5-..e6 6 4ige2 b5 7 Ab3 a5 
8 a3 ±a6 9 d5 cxd5 10 exd5 e5 11 £ie4 
h6 12 g4 £rf6 13 £i2g3 ^xe4 14 £ixe4 
0-0 15 Wi3 f5 16 gxf5 1x8 (I hate to 
bring this up, but we are still in book!) 
17 £}g3 Sxf5!? with a chaotic position 
which looks like fun for both sides, 
V.Anand-A.Shirov, Dos Hermanas 1996. 

b) If you are the type who loves to 
play in Vegas and are willing to gam¬ 
ble, then play 4 iLg5!? regardless! Now 
this is a pawn sac: 4...Wb6! 5 £if3 'B f xb2 
6 JLd2 1 i r b6. You may well have full 
compensation for the pawn, with a big 
development lead but what worries me 
is that the game is relatively closed for 
now, and it will be up to White to force 
it open later to get some traction with 
the development lead. 

4 Jtg5 ^c6 



Advocated by Modern expert GM 
Davies. Black logically strikes at d4, 
which has been weakened slightly by 
White’s refusal to play his bishop to the 
traditional e3-square. 


5<^ge2 

5 d5?! enhancing the g7-bishop’s 
diagonal is just what Black wants: 

5.. .^e5 6 f4 £)d7 7 £if3 c6 gave Black 
excellent counter-chances on the dark 
squares in A.Minasian-N.Davies, Lyons 
1990. 

5.. .a6 

Alternatively: 

a) 5.. f6!? (so he can play e5, despite 
the annoying pin) 6 Ae3 e5 7 fd2 
^ge7 8 d5 £ib8 9 0-0-0 0-0!? and White 
looks faster due to the loss of time in¬ 
curred by ...Sk6 and ...£sb8, A.Yermo- 
linsky-Z.Azmaiparashvili, Groningen 
1993. 

b) 5-h6 6 Jle3! (giving Black ...h6 for 
free, but clearly it’s a liability, not a 
strength) 6...e5 7 fd2 and Black will be 
forced to play the weakening ...h5 if he 
ever wants to castle kingside, 
T.Horvath-S.Kosanski, Celje 2007. 



6 Wd2 b5 7 f3 

Remember, in this line you have a 
structural decision: f3, f4 or £sf3, de¬ 
pending on the circumstance. 

7...Ad7 8 g4l? h5 9 gxh5 Sxh5 10 h4 
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Sc8 11 0-0-0 

Trusting that his extra space will 
keep his king safe from Black’s queen- 
side onslaught. 

11 ... 2 h 8 12 <4>bl 1^7 13 l,e3 

He drops back with the bishop to 
cover d4 and cut the e2-knight loose 
from its defensive duties. 



13.. .0.0-0 14 Hcl! 

Multipurpose: 

1. White opens dl for his knight to 
manoeuvre to the more useful f2- 
square; and 

2. He thinks about playing c4 and 
going after Black’s king down the c-file. 
14—“4^8 15 J.g2 £sf6 16 £idl d5? 

Creating an ugly weakness on c5. 
He should play it King’s Indian style 
with 16...e5 17 d5 4}e7 18 c4 c5l, with a 
decent position. 

17&f2 

Better than 17 e5 £)h5 18 ®f2 JLf5 
19 £\d3 J.xd3 20 cxd3l e6 which also 
looks tough on Black. 

17.. .e6?! 

This leads to a lingering squeeze. 

17.. .e5l 18 c3 intending 4^d3, although 


still in White’s favour, at least compli¬ 
cates the game. 

18 <£sd3 Wb6 19 c3 i c8 20 l.g5! 



Threatening 21 e5. 

20 ...Sdf 8 21 £>ef4! dxe4?! 

Allowing the f-file to open spells 
doom for Black. He had to hang tough 
with 21...3e8. 

22 fxe4 £ih7 23 e5! 4ixg5 24 hxg 5 



Total strategic domination by 
White: 

1. A clamp on c5; 

2. Massive space with the e5- and 
g 5-pawn duo fixing f7 as a target. 

3. Ideas of manoeuvring a knight to 
e4 and then landing on f6, or ma- 
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noeuvring a knight to g4 and going to 
h6; and 

3. Black’s king is seriously weak¬ 
ened. 

24—Sd8 

Let’s say Black tries to block the f-file 
pressure with 24...®Je7 then 25 #f2 
Sd8 ( 25 ...Ab 7 ? 26 <Sk5 threatens the 
bishop and also the fork on d7) 26 4k5 
a5 27 £ifd3 £\f5 28 b4 a4 29 Wf3 1^7 
30 Uxh8 Hxh8 31 Hhl flxhl+ 32 J,xhl 
Af8 33 Wc6 threatens b7 and infiltra¬ 
tion to e8. 

25 Uxh8 Hxh8 26 #e3 £>a5 27 £ic5 ^ic4 
28 Wf2 

Avoiding the silly trap 28 Wf3?? 
£)d2+. 

28.. .C6 29 <Stfd3 fif8 1-0 

Black's game is in fTeefall and he re¬ 
signs rather than be reduced to help¬ 
lessness after 29-..flf8 30 4^b4 <S^a5 31 
Shi. 

Summary 

4.. .^c6 looks to me like Black’s best in 
the Modern versus our Byrne line. The 
key for White is to avoid the tempta¬ 
tion to gain tempi with 5 d5. Just main¬ 
tain the tension for as long as possible 
with $Jge2, 1 § r d2, f 3 and possibly 0-0-0 
in Veresov fashion. 


Came 86 

H.Nakamura-LKis 

Philadelphia 2006 

1 d 4 g6 2 e4 ±g7 3 £Jc3 d6 4 Ag5 c6 5 


#d2 Was 

White was better too after 5...b5 6 
f4 £)d7 7 £sf3 Was 8 Ad3 b4 9 £>e 2 c5 
10 a3! (the game opens to White’s fa¬ 
vour) 10...1036 11 axb4 cxd4 12 Sa5 e5 
13 c3 f6 14 J.h4 dxc3 15 ^xc3 in 
B.Amin-A.Adly, Tripoli 2009. 

6f4 



Going Austrian Attack style, the 
most aggressive of White’s options. 
White must be careful when he plays 
this way because moving his f-pawn 
two squares undermines support for 
his e-pawn. 

6...b5 

Black may transpose to the Pirc at 
any time with 6...£if6, after which you 
have choices like 7 e5 and 7 4^3. 

7 3 Ag4 

As a Modern player myself, I have 
never liked mixing this move with ...b5 
and generally develop the bishop to b7 
after playing ...b5. 

8 Ae2 b4? 

Leaving himself vulnerable to a3 
tTicks. ...b4 is a move Black should 
avoid, unless: 
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1. White commits to castling 
queenside; or 

2. Black is forced to do so by White 
playing a4. 

9 £idl d5!? 

Black’s position has already become 
difficult, as shown too by: 

a) 9...C5 10 £\e3 Axf3 11 £>c4l tia6 
12 gxf3 cxd4 13 Wxb4 ^c6 14 ^3! 
#c8 15 #a4 and Black must move his 
king to deal with the threat <£>a5- 

b) 9 ...4^6 10 4bf2 J,xf3 11 Axf3 with 
a cleaT advantage due to the bishop 
pair and central space. 

10 e5 e6 11 a3! 



Black had better pray the position 
remains closed. All his pieces are fast 
asleep on the first rank. 

Il„.i.f8 12 0-0 h6 13 Ah4 c5? 

He feels he must fight back in the 
centre, but he just isn’t prepared for a 
central clash. 

14 £ie3 Axf3 15 axb4 1 i r xb4 16 l f xb4! 

Not getting tempted by romantic 
notions of keeping queens on and try¬ 
ing for mate with 16 c3. A winning 
ending will do just fine for White. 


I6...cxb4 17 ±b5+ £id7 18 Sxf3 a5 19 
lei! 



Black is virtually paralysed. White 
prepares to open quickly with c4l. 
19...fid8 

Alternatively: 

a) I9...^e7?? is met by 20 J,xb4. 

b) 19...h5 20 c4l bxc3 21 ±xc3 ®e7 
22 Sxa5 lxa5 23 Jb<a5 is also totally 
hopeless. Black is down a pawn, horri¬ 
bly undeveloped and caught in a per¬ 
petual pin on the d7-knight. 

20 C4! 1-0 

Nakamura makes it look easy. Black 
can only await his own execution if he 
plays on with 20...bxc3 21 bxc3 §3e7 22 
flxa5 ±g7 23 fla7 £ic 8 24 Hb7. 

Summary 

Most Veresov players tend to favour f3 
lines since this is closest to the struc¬ 
ture they are used to. Just keep an open 
mind about playing Austrian Attack 
style with f4. It wouldn’t be a bad idea 
to go over some Austrian Attack games, 
just so you know when it would be a 
favourable set-up. 
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Game 87 

P.Leko-V.Topalov 

Frankfurt (rapid) 1999 

As I write this, India’s beloved son, 
Anand, faces the much-despised Topa¬ 
lov for the World Championship title. 
IM Jack PeteTs recently sent all the ti¬ 
tled players in Southern California a 
poll asking who would win the match. 
Logically, I felt Topalov must have the 
edge due to his youth. As I typed my e- 
mail response to Jack, I found my fin¬ 
gers typing the following on their on 
volition: "Hi Jack, Anand by a point! 
Best wishes, Cy.” As a card-carrying 
member of the COA (Church of Anand) 
there is no way I am going to vote 
against our messiah! (Postscript: Pre¬ 
pare the elephants for the parade. An¬ 
and wins!) 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 3 4k3 g6 4 Ag5 



Neither Pirc nor Modern discour¬ 
ages us from our favourite set-up. It’s 
worth quoting again Modern specialist 
GM Nigel Davies’ view of this line in his 


Starting Out: The Modern : "In my opin¬ 
ion the Byrne System with 3 4k3 and 4 
J.g5 is one of the most dangerous at 
White’s disposal, yet it tends to crop up 
surprisingly little in practice.” 

4...i.g7 5 ®d2 h6 

Black may opt to avoid chasing 
down the bishop with 5„.c6 6 f4 b5 7 

i.d3 0-0 8 4rf3 ±g4 9 0-0, as in 
M.Kobalia-B.Rimawi, Amman 2006, but 
White’s position looks rather easy to 
play: build up on the kingside and play 
for mate. His centre remains quite sta¬ 
ble for an Austrian-style position of the 
Pirc, and this factor favours him. 



6 jth4 g5 

Black insists on chasing down the 
bishop and punishing White by depriv¬ 
ing him of the bishop pair. However, 
nothing in life is free. White’s compen¬ 
sation: 

1. hxg3 opens the h-file for his at¬ 
tack; 

2. If Black doesn’t take the bishop 
right away, then he may be vulnerable 
to h4 ideas; 

3. White plays a knight to e2 and 
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then prises open with f4; and 

4. White plays a knight to e 2 and 
may recapture on gB with a knight, 
which then has access to h5- This in 
turn may drive Black's fianchettoed 
bishop off the al-h 8 diagonal. 



7 Jcg3 4^15 8 0-0-0 £sc6 

Others: 

a) 8 ...^d 7 9 e 5 ! (a promising pawn 
sac; always be on the lookout for this 
move) 9...4£ixg3 10 hxg3 dxe5?! (Black 
should decline with 10...4^b6) 11 dxe5 
±xe5 12 f4! gxf4 13 gxf4 J.g7 14 Hh3! 
c 6 15 Sg3 Af 6 16 £le4 Wb 6 17 Ib3 Wc7 
18 4lHi 3 ilg7 19 flg3 *f 8 20 4bic5! Wd 6 
was S.Tiviakov-M.Mohammed Abdul, 
BhubaneswaT 2009, and now 21 Wa5l 
ends the game. 

b) 8...4ixg3 9 hxg3 4Dic6 10 itb5! a 6 
11 Axc 6 + bxc 6 12 f4 gxf4 13 gxf4 Ag4 
14 4?}f3 Wb 8 15 e5 was C.Balogh- 
T.Nyback, Budapest 2002 . You already 
know how I feel about knights, so you 
won’t be surprised when I tell you I pre¬ 
fer White’s space over Black’s bishop 
pair. 

9«e3!? 


Moving the queen off the d-file gets 
Black nervous about e5 ideas. Instead, 9 
l,b 5 i.d 7 10 4?3ge2 e 6 11 sfcbl We 7 12 
d5 ^e5 13 Axes Axes 14 &xd7+ Wxd7 
15 h4 g4 16 We3! left Black in a quan¬ 
dary about where to place his king, 
J.Van der Wiel-T.Chapman, Hoogeveen 
2008. 

9...±d7 10 4^ge2 



10...e6 

This flexible move is played the 
most. Black may consider the more 
forcing 10...e5 11 dxe5 4^xg3 12 hxg3 
4&xe5 13 £id4 ^g4 14 Wd2?! (14 We2! 
intending f3 is an improvement and 
secures the advantage) 14...Wf6! 15 f3 
Wxd4! 16 Wxd4 J.xd4 17 flxd4 4^e5 
and Black equalized in M.Ruimy- 
G.Wicklund Hansen, correspondence 
2002. 

11h4 We 7 

Alternatively: 

a) ll...Wf6 12 e5! dxe5 13 dxe5 We7 
(I3...^xe5 14 hxg5 hxg5 15 ®e4 Wf5 16 
Sxd7! ®xd7 17 Jtxc7 offers terrific 
compensation for the exchange) 14 
jth2 Wb4 and now instead of the 15 


245 



A Ferocious Opening Repertoire 


g4l? of A.Shabalov-E.Vovsha, Connecti¬ 
cut 2002, 15 a3! Wb6 16 #f3 looks 
promising for White. 

b) ll...£ixg3 12 <£ixg3 flg8 (after 

12...gxh4l? 13 <£sh5 Axd4 14 2xd4 *g5 
15 fld2 #xh5 16 £sb5 *d8 17 f4 a6 18 
4ic3 &e7 White’s attacking chances 
compensate for the material) 13 £sh5 
Ah8 14 g3 *e7 15 f4 gxf416 gxf4 0-0-0 
17 e5 with a complex struggle ahead, 
J.Fluvia Poyatos-L.Marin, Banyoles 
2007. 

12 JLh 2 gxh4 13 Jlgl! 



I like this subtle Bronsteinian rede¬ 
ployment, and am reminded of that 
Caro-Kann where Bronstein famously 
covered his sensitive f7-square with 
..Jtg8M. Here White’s bishop wasn’t 
doing much on h2 and so he transfers 
it to cover d4 and aims at a7, in the 
vicinity of Black’s king should he castle 
queenside. 

13...0-0-0 

Topalov has no choice. The kingside 
is much too exposed. 

14 g4! £if 6 15 f3 £ih7 16 Af 2 e5 17 d 5 
£id4 18 £sxd4! 


This exchange sac drains the life out 
of Black’s piece activity. 



18.. .exd4 19 Sxd4 ^.xd4 20 *xd4 b6 21 
<£>b5 ^b7 

21..Jixb5? 22 J.xb5 leaves Black 
with a very low white blood cell count 
around his king. 

22 *c3 Sc8 23 4}d4! 

Black must worry about how to 
cover c6, a6 and b7 from the occupying 
army. 

23.. .*f6 24 Wd3! *a8 25 J.xh4 »4+ 
26 *bl £}f8? 

Black gets some counterplay after 

26.. .£sg5! 27 J.e2 (the immediate lunge 
doesn’t quite do it after 27 #a6? <2^xf3 
28 ±b5 <£ixd4 29 Axd7 Wxe4 30 Scl 
2cd8) 27-..h5l. 

27*03 

Not the strongest continuation. 
Black can’t defend after 27 *a6!: for 
example, 27...Bb8 28 Ab5 flb7 29 Jtc6 
i.c8 30 ±d8! ;feb8 31 Axb7 l,xb7 32 
£ic 6+ &c8 33 £sxa7+ <4>b8 34 J.xc7+ 
! 4 , xc7 35 ®b5+ wins. 

27.. .^g6 28 ±a6 <5^xh4 29 J.xc8 Bxc8 
30 Sxh4 
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The complications have ended and 
White has a technical win. Nobody 
mops up better than Leko in such posi¬ 
tions: 

1. White is a clean pawn up; 

2. His knight is superior to Black’s 
bishop; 

3. Black must cover light-squared 
weaknesses on the queenside; and 

4. Black must nurse a weak h-pawn. 

30.. .*b7 31 a3 2g8 32 <£ie2! WgS 33 
2h5! We7 

No choice but to hand over h6 since 

33.. .® , g6? 34 £vf4 'B r h7 35 Vf6 loses it 
under even worse circumstances. 

34 Hxh6 f 5! 

Black eliminates his last weakness, 
but he can’t overcome the two-pawn 
deficit. 

35 gxf5 i-xf5 36 ^d4 i.d7 37 £>e6 Ac8 
38 f4 Hg4 39 * 06 + 'i’bS 40 flh 8 1-0 

Black hangs it up since 40...Sh4 is 
met with 41 2xc8+! <ixc8 42 Wa8+ <4d7 
43 £if8+ winning the queen. 

Summary 

A curious trait I have noticed in this 


line is that Black lashes out with ...h6, 
...g5l? and ...£)h5, and then often hesi¬ 
tates, refusing to take the bishop on g3, 
since he doesn’t like the consequences 
of opening the h-file or allowing the 
recapture £ixg3. 

Game 88 

A.Motylev-R.Kasimdzhanov 

Wijk aan Zee 2009 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 3 ^c3 g6 4 Ag5 ±g7 5 
®d2 h6 6 Ah4 g5 7 i.g3 £>h5 8 0-0-0 c6 
9 <Ske2! 

This strange move contains some 
powerful logic behind it. The Pirc player 
typically loves to bang out the moves 
...Was, ...c6, ...b5 and ...b4 when White 
castles queenside. 9 ^ce2l? denies 
Black ...#a5 and also the plan ...b5 and 
...b4 doesn’t seem so logical for Black 
anymore, since there is nobody to hit 
on c3. 



9...Wb6! 

Kasimdzhanov goes immediately af¬ 
ter b2, probably planning ...c5 and 
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...‘Sic 6 . Instead, 9-. b5?! 10 h4 and then 

10.. .<Sixg3 11 <Sixg3 g4 12 £>h5 looks 
unpleasant for Black, but after I0...g4 
11 Ab2 <Sid7 12 f3 I don't trust Black’s 
position, which has been jarred a bit by 
all those kingside pawn moves. 

10 e5! 

An improvement over 10 h4 <Sixg3 

11 £sxg3 i.e6 12 4ih5 Af8 13 &bl 2g8 
14 hxg5 hxg5, but even here I prefer 
White, who can play for central pawn 
breaks, J.Leino-J.Paasikangas Telia, Fin¬ 
nish League 2001. 

10.. .dxe5 
Others: 

a) 10...‘Sixg3 11 <Sixg3 dxe5 12 Sih5 
J.f8 13 dxe5 Jte6 14 h4 and Black finds 
himself behind in development. 

b) Nor does closing the game help: 

10.. .d5 11 h4 l.f5 12 i'bl g4 13 <£sf4 
4ixg3 14 fxg3 4id7 15 J.d3 J.xd3 16 
#xd3 e6 17 ‘SixeS! with a strong attack. 
11 ilxeS Sif6 12 h4 *Sibd7 13 hxg 5 4te4 

The only move. 

14 Axg7! 



Motylev gets a lot of goodies for the 
queen. 


14.. .‘Sixd2 15 lxd2 2g8 16 gxh6 <2if8 17 
h7? 

What is the rush? The pawn may be 
stronger than the knight and White 
should delay h7 with 17 Sig3! cutting 
off... jtf5. Then if 17..Mas 18 a3 J.e6 19 
Sif3 0-0-0 20 h7 £>xh7 21 2xh7 with a 
much better version than the game 
continuation. 

17.. .51.h7 18 Sxh7 #a5! 

Black confuses matters with an 
alert tactic. He threatens a2 and also 
...#f5! winning back a piece. 

19 d5?! 

He was better off giving up his 
kingside pawns rather than the one on 
a2, which gives Black counterplay: 19 
<£>c3! Wf5! 20 J.,d3 #95 21 J.e5 #xg2 
22 <£ige2 #xf2 23 Sh2 with a clear ini¬ 
tiative to White. 

However, 19 a3?? falls for Black’s 
trap: 19...#f5! 20 2h8 Sxh8 21 ±,xh8 
'#xf 2 22 fidl f6! 23 J.g7 #e3+ 24 ‘A’bl 
■4>f7 picking up the stray bishop. 

19.. .#xa2 20 ^hc3 #a5 

He shouldn’t allow White’s knight 
to remain on c3 when he can force it 
back with 20...1 , al+! 21 ^bl J.f5 22 
Sh5 0 - 0-0 23 Ac 3 Ag6 24 Se5 Hxd5 25 
ldxd5 cxd5 26 lxd5! #a4 27 4^3 
#f4+ 28 Sd2 Hd8 when White may 
have a hard time winning if all the 
rooks come off the board. 

21 4>f3 JLf5 22 Hh4! Sd 8 23 Sa4 

Now White should be winning com¬ 
fortably. 

23.. .#b6 24 Ae5 f6 25 ±g3 Sg4 26 
4>d4 i.d7 27i.e2 


248 



Modern, Pirc and Philidor 


Far simpler was 27 dxc6! bxc6 28 
Sa6 #b4 29 4ixc6 Axc6 30 Sxd8+ 
i'xdS 31 Hxc6 and White’s pieces win 
without trouble. 

27...Ixg3! 



That was a monster bishop. Elimi¬ 
nating it increases Black’s chances for 
survival. 

28 fxg3 c5 29 ^e6 Axe 6 30 dxe6 Sxd2 
31 *xd2 Hxe6 32 Hxa7 Wd6+ 33 i’cl 
Wxg3 34 Af3 Welt 35 Adi #g3 36 
Af3 #el+ 37 £idl b6 38 Sb7 Was 39 
*bl c4 40 &c3 4T8 41 flb8+ *g7 42 
flc8 l r b4 43 g4 

To Black’s frustration, the position is 
a bit like turning on the kitchen light in 
the morning and watching cockroaches 
scatter into the shadows behind the 
fridge before you can catch any of 
them! White’s pieces are too nimble 
and too well coordinated for the lone 
queen to do much about them. White’s 
winning plan: 

1 . Double attack the c4-pawn with 
rook and bishop; and 

2. If Black responds with ...b5, then 
gang up on the b-pawn and win it. 


Black's queen is clumsily placed on b4. 
She gets in the way of ...b4. 

The easiest way to do this would be 

43 Ag4l (threatening 44 Ae6!) 43...4^7 

44 Ae2 b5 45 Ah5+ &g7 46 Ae8 wins. 

43.. .‘i > h6 44 Hc6 *g5 45 Ae2 
There goes c4. 

45.. . < 4 > h4 46 Sxc4 



The game is essentially over. White 
has constructed an unbreakable block¬ 
ade on e4, making Black's passed e- 
pawn worthless. It is just a matter of 
time before White reloads and b6 falls. 
White then slowly moves his queenside 
herd forward, vigilant for perpetual 
check. 

46.. .1 f a5 47 fie4 1^5 48 He6 4>h3 49 
Aa 2 #b4 50 Ie3+ *h 2 51 He4 Wd6 52 
Ac4 *g3 53 <^3 Wd7 54 Ae6 Wc6 55 
Ad5 Wc7 56 Ac 4 Wd7 57 Ae2 &f2 58 
£idl+ &g3 59 £>e3 4>f2 60 Ac4 e5 61 
>ia 2 #a 4 + 62 4>bl lfe5 63 ^d 5 b 5 64 
Ad3 fd8 65 £>c3 

There goes b5. 

65.. .4>f3 66 <£>xb5 1^6 67 b3 Wc5 68 
4>b2 #b6 69 £sc3 #c5 70 Ae2+ <4>g2 71 
b4 
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Head 'em up, move 'em out! Noth¬ 
ing can stop the cattle drive to the 
eighth rank. 

71..Jfc6 72 J,d3 *g3 73 b5 1^7 74 
Sb41^7 75 £id5! 1-0 

76 b6 follows. 

Summary 

9 <Ske2! is a hidden (played only in two 
games so far) and powerful idea which 
may totally mess up youT Pirc oppo¬ 
nent. In fact, I will bet you a quarter (a 
shilling if you live in the UK) your op¬ 
ponent will be unable to find g..Mbb\ 
and play the automatic 9-.b5?! instead. 
Please send your quarters and shillings 
to Everyman Chess and ask them to 
mail me a check of the total amount to 
my home address. 

Game 89 

K.Spraggett-LDefrance 

Metz 2007 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 £lf6 3 £sc3 £ibd7 

I admit to a canine-like affection for 
this line, the Black Lion, a Philidor com¬ 
ing out of a Pirc move order. Most 
Philidorians (by now you probably have 
realized my strange compulsion for 
making up random words!) are posi¬ 
tional players who revel in behind-the- 
lines manoeuvring games. We do our 
best to avoid this with our next move! 
4g4! 

The Lion’s Mouth. As a Lion player 
on the black side, this is the one line 


which makes me very uneasy! White 
lunges forward and threatens to de¬ 
port the knight back to g8 next move 
with 5 g5. 



4...h6 

Prudent. Black slows down g5. We 
will also examine 4...e5?! in due course. 

5h3e5 

I sometimes hit back in Sicilian style 
with 5-.C5, and after 6 <S}ge2 b5!? 7 
®xb5 <£sxe4 8 ±g2 J,b7 9 0-0 a6 10 
£\bc3 ^xc3 11 bxc3 J.xg 2 12 <i>xg2 g6 
13 dxc5 £ixc5 14 Ikte Hg8 15 Sbl Ag7 
16 WdS 2 c 8 White’s piece activity and 
Black’s superior pawn structure bal¬ 
ance each other out, M.Parligras- 
C.Lakdawala, Internet blitz 2010. 

6 £sge2 c6 

6...b5!? is also possible, but after 7 
a3 c6 8 Ag 2 Ael 9 f4 i.b7 10 0-0 in 
M.Prusikin-R.Forster, Swiss League 
2008, White had an ominous kingside 
build-up. Black would be very brave or 
very stupid to castle into this one! 

7 a4 

Slowing down Black’s queenside 
expansion. 
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7...a6 

Others: 

a) 7...ite7 8 J,g2 g5?! (White bene¬ 
fits more from f5 than Black from f4) 9 
£}g3 4rf8 10 £)f5 ^g6 11 J,e3 Axf5 12 
exf5 ^h4 13 0-0 Wc7 14 Ahl h5 15 d.5! 
with a clear strategic advantage for 
White. This prompted Akobian to sac 
soon with 15„.hxg4 16 hxg4 td7 17 a5 
c5 18 ®e4 <£sxf5?l 19 £sxf6+ Axf6 20 
gxf5 #xf5 21 Ag2, but Black didn’t 
achieve sufficient comp for the piece in 
S.Kudrin-V.Akobian, Tulsa 2008. 

b) 7...b6 slowly preparing ...a6, ...Bb8 
and ...b5 is also possible. Then 8 &e3 
iLb7 9 ±.g2 ®c7 10 0-0 a6 11 Wd2 gave 
White quite a harmonious set-up in 
P.Herb-M.Schrepp, German League 
1998. 

c) Next game we see 7...a5. 

8 i g2 Hb8 9 a5 b5 

He seeks activity at the cost of 
slightly weakening his a-pawn. 

10 axb6 #xb6 11 b3 J.e7 12 J,e3 #c7 
13 ^g3 g6 



This is one of Black’s biggest prob¬ 
lems in this line. He almost always 


needs to weaken with ...g6 to keep a 
white knight out of f5. 

14 Wd2 h 5 ! 

This and his next two moves begin a 
strategic plan to undermine White’s 
space on the kingside and generate 
counterplay. 

15 g5 &h7 16 h4 f6! 17 gxf6 £^dxf6 18 
f3 0-0 19 £}ge2 

Neither king looks terribly safe! 

19...Sf7 201^3! 



A strong prophylactic move: 

1 . Spraggett reasons that Black’s 
best shot at counterplay lies in achiev¬ 
ing the ...d5 break; 

2. The white queen lies in wait for 
that move ready to pounce on g6 if it is 
ever played; 

3. The queen hits a6. Why is this 
important? Because White plans Ah3! 
and eventually swaps on c8, removing 
Black’s defender of a6; and 

4 . Should Black dodge the exchange 
with something like ...Ab7, then White 
takes control over the powerful h3-c8 
diagonal. 

20...£if8 21 i.h3! £>6d7 22 f4! 
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Ignoring the threat to his h-pawn. 

22...exd4 

If he is going to be attacked then at 
least be paid for it with a pawn! I 
would grab it with 22...J,xh4+ 23 '4>d2 
exd4 24 l.xd4 ±f6 25 #g3. 

23l.xd4 < 2k5?! 

Again, I would grab the h-pawn and 
dare White to mate me. 

241.XC5! 

Stronger than 24 Wg3 itxh3 25 
Sxh3 <£sce6 26 Af2 sb\\7 27 0-0-0 i.f6. 

24—dxc5 25 Jlxc8 Sxc 8 26 e5! 



Multipurpose: 

1. Opening a pathway to g6; 

2. Clearing e4 foT a knight; and 

3. Blunting Black’s dark-squared 
bishop along the long diagonal. 

26—fid8 27 iTxae!? 

Many players wouldn't bother with 
such a pawn and allow themselves to 
get distracted from the attack on the 
black king. Kevin Spraggett was the 
only titled player in Montreal, where I 
grew up. I used to play in a Friday night 
blitz tournament with him participat¬ 
ing. In my many battles (as a 15-year 


old versus the then IM Spraggett!) I no¬ 
ticed just how unapologetically greedy 
he was! This left a deep impression on 
me, and to this day I follow my 
teacher’s path and play like an avari¬ 
cious Wall Street banker! The more no¬ 
ble among us would play 27 #e4. 

27 -^e 6 28 o-o! 



White plans to win, not on attack, 
but on superior pawn structure. 

28-<£>d4 

He rejects 28...Axh4 29 ®e4 ±e7 30 
'tc4 *d7. 

29 £sxd4 Ixd4 30 £ie 2 Wd7! 31 Sf2 
Hdl+ 32 fixdl Wxdl+ 33 *h2 Wei 34 
9 t?g2 Jlxh4 35 flfl Wd 2 36 WcA 

The initiative is with Black; the 
structure with White. 

36...4>g7 

He avoids a queen trade and ends 
up swapping a few moves later under 
worse circumstances. Black is slightly 
worse in the ending after 36..Ji r d5+! 37 
#xd5 cxd5 38 Sal, but my feeling is 
that he should hold it. 

37 We4 #d5 38<Sk3 

Too late. Now Black must live with a 
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compromised structure. 

38.. .®xe4+? 

A bitter wind follows this decision 
to meekly submit to a difficult ending. 
Better to repeat with 38... 1 S'd2+ and see 
bow White proceeds. 

39 ^xe4 Sd7 40 4>f3 Jie7 41 Sal 
This is going to be rough for Black, 
as his pawns stink and the white 
knight, with the powerful outpost on 
e4, outguns Black’s bishop. Moreover, 
White’s rook controls the a-file and is 
ready to go after the queenside pawns 
and, basically, Black looks busted. 

41.. .*f7 42 Ha6 fidl 

If Black goes passive with 42...1c7 
then White makes progress with 43 
Ba8 *66 44 Ih8l. 

43 fixc6 Sfl+ 44 i>e3 Sel+ 45 *d3 
Bdl+ 46 ■4e2 Icl 47 e6+! if8 48 flc8+ 
ig7 49 He8! Af6 50 id 2 Bfl 51 e7! 



The e-pawn costs Black a piece. 

51...h4?? 

51..Jb<e7 52 Sxe7+ if8 53 Sc7 
lxf4 54 <£>xc5 and Black's passers are 
halted with ease. 

52 Hg8+ 1-0 


Summary 

As a Lion player, out of all of White’s 
options 4 g4 scares me the most. 

Game 90 

J.Degraeve-S.Buscara 

Le Touquet 2007 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 £>f6 3 £)C3 £ibd7 4 g4! h6 5 
h3 e5 6 <53ge2 c6 7 a4 a5 

Black halts any further White 
queenside expansion. The downside is 
that he loses the option of expanding 
with the traditional ...c6 and ...b5. 



8 ±g 2 Wc7 

After 8...J.e7 9 J.e3 £>h7 (Black tTies 
to eliminate the dark-squared bishops) 
10 0-0 lg5 11 f4 exf4 12 Axf4 ±xf4 13 
Sxf4 Wb6?l (threatening nothing; tak¬ 
ing on b2 self-traps the queen) 14 ihl 
0-0 15 fd2! <23df6 16 <£>g3 Ad7 17 Safi 
#d8 18 e5 <Sie8 19 £ke4 jte6 20 exd6 
£\xd6 21 £ic5 Ac 4 22 Sel £sf6 23 <£if5 
Black still bad to be careful of White’s 
kingside build-up in R.Damaso- 
A.Strikovic, Internet blitz 2004. 
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9 0-0 g6 10 ±e3 ±g7 

Be aware that the Philidor is a flexi¬ 
ble formation and the resulting posi¬ 
tions may look more like Pirc than tra¬ 
ditional Philidor positions with a 
bishop on el. Let’s assess: 

1. After ®d2, Black won’t be able to 
castle without playing ...h5 or ...g5; 

2. White is ready for f4; and 

3. Black’s king is somewhat stuck 
and faces danger whichever direction 
he goes. 

Conclusion: Black stands worse. If 
so, then the question of where Black 
went wrong arises. As a Philidor player, 
I sometimes wondeT if the entire open¬ 
ing is just inherently in White's favour. 
Of course, don’t tell this to those guys 
who write those Lion books or I will get 
some angry mail in response! 



11 Wd2 b6? 

Strategically suspect. A d5 push 
weakens Black’s bs-square. He should 
play ll...h5! 12 g5 £tfi7 13 Hadl 0-0. 

12 f4 

It’s not bad to maintain the tension, 
but 12 d5l, striking at the heart of 


Black’s problems, also favours White 
after 12...cxd5 13 *^b5 Wb8 14 f4l. If 
then 14...d4?l White blows open the 
centre with 15 Axd4 exd4 16 <£>exd4l 
jtb7 17 e5! 0-0 18 exf6 <£sxf6 19 £>c6 
J.xc6 20 Axc6 Ha6 21 Bael when Black 
is in deep trouble, with a pawn about 
to fall and a totally immobilized rook 
on a6. 

12.. . i a6 13 Sf2 O-O-O! 

I don’t blame him. The kingside 
looks distinctly unsafe. 

14 fxe5 dxe5 15 d5! c5? 

Strategic suicide. He had to main¬ 
tain the tension with 15...£>c5l 16 Axes 
bxc5 17 We3 Ihe8 18 lafl Hd6 19 
tfxcS cxd5 20 #xc7+ , 4 , xc7 21 exd5 e4 
22 <Sib5+ ±xb5 23 axb5 e3 24 Sf4 r ib6 
25 c4 £>d7l 26 b3 J.f6 when, despite 
White’s three connected passers, Black 
has compensation for the pawn in the 
form of: 

1. A grip on the dark squares; 

2. An active king, which may infil¬ 
trate if a few more pieces come off the 
board; and 

3 . A strong blockade on c5 and d6. 

Still, Rybka gives White the edge. 

16 <5}g3 4}b8 17 J,fl! 

Handing out the eviction notice to 
Black to cleaT out of the light squares. 

17.. .h5? 

A blunder losing material. Black 
should play 17...^he8 18 J,xa6+ <£>xa6 
19 <£>b5 ®d7 20 We2 <4>b7 21 c3 with an 
awful, but materially equal position. 

18 J.xa6+ £ixa6 19 Ag5! h4 20 4bfl 
le7 21 £\e3 <Sk7 22 Safi £>ce8 
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What a tangled picture of hopeless¬ 
ness. Black’s forces strain to cover their 
endangered comrade on f6. Mean¬ 
while, White is left unopposed in the 
other sector and does as he pleases. 



23 Well 

Running roughshod through the 
light squares on the queenside. Also 
crushing is 23 4ic4l 4^7 24 Axf6! J.xf6 
25 d6 WeS 26 4kl5. 

23...<ib7 24 Vb5 fic8 25 Sk4 1-0 

Summary 

Achieving g4 in one shot and then fi- 
anchettoing on g2 is a very good plan 
for White, who essentially gets a Fi- 
anchetto line against the Philidor with 
a useful extra move, since White usu¬ 
ally plays g4 later in that line anyway. 

Came 91 

A.Motylev-A.Czebe 

Mainz (rapid) 2008 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 £if6 3 ®c3 <£ibd7 4 g4 e5?! 
A radical and possibly dubious idea. 


Black refuses to comply with ...h6 and 
doesn’t consider g5 a threat. Instead, 
he immediately counters in the centre 
in an attempt to overextend White. 



5 g5 £sg8 

It’s hard for me to believe that Black 
gets away with ...£if6 and ...^g8 in an 
open position, essentially spotting 
White two tempi, like one of those odds 
games from Morphy’s time. Granted, 
the two tempi are the pawn moves g4 
and g5, but hey, they are free! 

Instead, after 5...exd4 6 *xd4 ^g4 
White has two promising lines: 

a) 7 ±,e 2 £ige5 8 ±e3 £ic5 9 Wd 2 
Ae6 10 b3 a5 11 f4 £ic6 12 f5 J.d7 13 
£tf3 ±e7 14 Jtc4 0-0 15 Sgl *h8 16 
0-0-0 and White’s attack clearly looks 
nastier than Black’s, A.Skripchenko- 
M.Esposito, Besancon 2006. 

b) 7 f4 (White isn’t satisfied with 
simply kicking Black around and plays 
to trap the knight on g4) 7...h6 8 Ae2 
®c5 and now, instead of 9 f5?l played 
in J.Schlenker-LTrabert, German 
League 2000, White has 9 *dl! hxg5 
10 ilxg4 gxf4 li Axc8 Wh4+ 12 &e 2 
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Bxc8 13 £yf3 when Black has insuffi¬ 
cient compensation for the piece. 

6£if3 



6.. .h6 

Trying to clear f6 for a knight, but 
he falls even further behind in devel¬ 
opment. 

After 6...c6 7 J.C4 b5 (7...exd4 8 
#xd4 Wb6 may be Black’s best chance 
for survival) 8 JLb3 a6 (acting like he 
has all the time in the world) 9 dxe5 
dxe5 10 ±xf7+! &xf7 11 ^xe5+ ieS 12 
#> 15 + g6 13 £sxg6 hxg6 14 Wxg6+! <4>e7 
15 i-f4 WeS 16 ±d6+ 'A’dS 17 Ac7+! 
< 4’e7 18 Vxc6 fla7 19 g6! threatened 
^d5 mate as well as #d6 mate and 
Black collapsed quickly in M.Bosiocic- 
J.Pribyl, Rijeka 2008. 

7 1x4 

f7 is the soft spot in Black’s position. 

7.. .c6 

7...£>b6 8 lb3 exd4 9 Wxd4 c5 10 
td3 lg4 11 Hgl lxf3 12 I r xf3 c4 13 
la4+ £»xa4 14 ®xa4 looks awful foT 
Black, who has yet to develop a piece 
on the 14th move in an open position! 

8 dxe5dxe5 


8...b5 9 lxf7+ &xf7 10 e6+ *xe6 11 
£sd4+ 4T7 12 £ixc6 Hd6 13 ^dS+ 4>e8 
14 g6! is also crushing. 

9 lxf7+! 



Rybka, chock full of antioxidants to¬ 
day, wholeheartedly approves of this 
sac. Punishment for Black’s violations 
of development arrives. 

9.. .‘A’xf7 10 ^xe5+ <5ixe5! 

No choice (besides resignation!). At 
least Black’s move gives him the initia¬ 
tive, or perhaps just the temporary illu¬ 
sion of taking the initiative. Moving his 
king leads to a bloodbath after: 

a) 10...*e7 114kj6+. 

b) 10...4>e6 11 Wg4+! *xe5 12 lf4+ 
■4'd4 13 le3+ &e5 14 0-0-0! mates. 

11 #xd8 Ie7 12 Wc7 £if3+ 13 *dl! 

Seeing that his king will be safer on 
the queenside. Such scattered positions 
wheTe you are up heavy material, but 
your opponent creates threats to your 
king are notoriously hard to navigate. 
Black does have some practical chances 
if White plays aimlessly. 

13.. .hxg5 14 Ie3 £>f6 15 *cl Ae6 16 
lc5 She8 17 Wxb7! 
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As I have mentioned before, I am a 
big fan of chessboard greed when a 
player is able to get away with it. 

17.. .5ab8 18 Wc7 Ibc8 19 Wa5 Ad8 20 
Wxa7+ 

For over a quarter century now, my 
father-in-law, John, ends all family 
meals with the declaration "Deeeli- 
cious!” I'm certain Motylev was think¬ 
ing something similar as he ate this 
pawn for his second helping. White 
creates a passed a-pawn which Black 
must worry about for the Test of the 
game. 

20.. .4Jd7 21 fidl £tfe5 22 Ad6 4g8 23 
±xe5 4Jxe5 24 flxd8! 



A good practical investment of ma¬ 
terial to regain some control over the 
dark squares. White foresees that his 
king will be very comfortable on b2 as 
long as he eliminates Black’s most 
dangerous piece. 

24.. .ficxd8 25 WcS ±f7 26 b3 g4 27 
£\e2 £}f3 28 £lg3 Be5 29 Wb6 Hee8 30 
4b2 £}e5 31 Wc5 Id 2 32 4c3! 

The king participates to evict the in¬ 
truder. 

32.. .fldd8 33 a4 

The threat is to tie Black down with 
the forward march of the a-pawn. 

33.. Ad7 34%5! 

Time to show Black who is boss. 
Target: g7. White finally goes on the 
offensive with a direct attack. 

34.. .^f6 35 Eel Hd7 36 £>f5 J.d5 37 
£Jxg7! 



37...Ixg7 

Alternatively: 

a) 37...4hh7 fails to 38 Wg6 Jtf7 39 
Wxg4. 

b) 37...‘SJxe4+ 38 Uxe4 Sxe4 39 
<£se6+ 417 40 Wf5+ 4e7 41 ^c5 picks 
off a full rook. 
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38 Wxf6 fif8 39 «d6 If3+ 40 Ie3 Af7 
1-0 

Time control reached, and time to 
resign. 

Summary 

Black’s refusal to play 4 ...h 6 costs him 
too much time. Black hopes the free g4- 
g5 leads to overextension, but this is an 
overoptimistic assessment, as Black is 
far more likely to get a kick in the rear 
end fTom handing over the two tempi. 

Came 92 

V.Anand-Z.Azmaiparashvili 

Benidorm (rapid) 2003 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 £>f6 3 £)C3 e5 



The Lion’s Yawn! Black prevents 
some of the more dangerous white 
lines at the cost of castling privileges. 

Instead, after 3...c6 4 f3 (let’s stick 
with this and avoid the theoretical 
move 4 f4) 4-.e5 5 J.e3 ±e7 6 #d2 
®bd7 7 4ige2 b5 8 g4 <£ib6 9 b3 0-0 
there’s a sharp position. White’s only 


edge may lie in the fact that he has not 
committed to castling on either wing, 
I.Novikov-V.Priehoda, Austrian League 
1994. 

4^»ge2 

White’s options are: 

a) 4 £>f3 which transposes to the 
mainline Philidor. I suggest you stay 
away from this one. It’s a good bet that 
your Philidor-loving opponent will ei¬ 
ther know the theory deeper, or under¬ 
stand the positions betteT than you do. 

b) 4 dxe5 is thematic, but my guess 
is that most Veresovers are attackers, 
not endgame milkers! After 4...dxe5 5 
#xd8+ 4>xd8 White has a choice be¬ 
tween 6 AgS, 6 jtc4 and 6 £)f3. White 
must have a slight edge, but the result¬ 
ing positions are notoriously difficult 
to win. 

4.. .1.e7 5 f3 

There we go. White sets up in a par¬ 
tial Veresov pattern of JLe3, g4 and cas¬ 
tle queenside. It doesn’t make sense to 
play J,g5 in such positions since you 
will be vulnerable to tactics like ...£sxd5 
and ...<£sxe4. Also, the dark-squared 
bishop is your good bishop and you 
don’t want to exchange it either for 
Black’s knight on f6 or his bishop on e7. 

5 .. . 0 - 0 !? 

Boldly castling into it. It may be 
wiser to delay: 

a) 5-..h5!? restraining g4 makes 
some sense, but it also weakens Black's 
kingside: 6 J,e3 %Sbd7 7 ®d2 c6 8 a4 g6 
9 g3 0-0 10 J,g 2 He8 11 0-0 a5 12 h3! 
jtf8 13 f4 exd4 14 J.xd4 £ic5 15 Axes 
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dxc5 16 fiadl ±e6 17 Ve3 #b6 18 e5 
i.f5 19 Wf2 foh7 20 g4! hxg4 21 £ig3 
gxh3 22 <£ixf5 hxg2 23 Wxg2 with a 
strong attack in V.Anand-A.Strikovic, 
Villarrobledo (rapid) 2006. 

b) 5 -c 6 6 J,e3 0-0 7 Wd2 b5 8 g4 
•S^bd7 9 4ig3 exd4 10 J.xd4 £ie5 11 
Ae2 Iie 8 12 g 5 £ifd7 13 f4 £ic 4 14 
i.xc4 bxc4 15 £rf5 Af 8 16 0 - 0-0 with 
mutual chances, although I still favour 
White’s kingside build-up over Black’s 
open b-file, A.Brkic-R.Wukits, Oberwart 
2003. 



6 J.e3 c5?! 

Not all new ideas are good ones. 
Closing the centre favours White since 
he has the faster attack. Better to keep 
things fluid with 6...C6. 

7d5£ih5 

After 7...a6 White may choose to 
take the positional route and play foT 
the queenside light squares with 8 Wd2 
b5 9 a4l b4 10 £>dl -^)bd7 11 b3 4le8 12 
$}b2 and then slowly build up on the 
kingside. 

8 Wd2 g6 

Or 8...h6 9 0 - 0-0 Jig 5 10 JtxgS! hxg5 


(l0...'i f xg5?? would be desirable for 
Black if it were not for the pesky varia¬ 
tion 11 ®xg5 hxg5 12 £>b5l, which 
threatens 13 £ic7 as well as the d6- 
pawn) 11 g4 £tf4 12 h4l and White’s 
attack rolls while Black hasn’t even 
started on the other wing. 

9 0 - 0-0 Was 10 g4 4bg7 11 £ig3 a6 
If Black gets desperate with ll...b5l? 
12 <£ixb5! 1^2 13 ^3! £)a6 14 4^2! 
<2ib4 15 ^a3! (threat: 16 jk,c4) 

15...^)xd5 16 exd5 ®xd5+ 17 Ad3 Black 
doesn't have enough for the piece. 

12 h4 f6 13 g5! 



An instructive moment. Anand en¬ 
sures that his theatre of action stays 
open for business. It would be easy to 
mindlessly toss in 13 h5?, but then 

13.. .g5 closes the kingside. 

13-..f5 14 f4! 

Ditto. 

14.. .b5 15 h5! 

From this point Black tries to stamp 
out the raging forest fire with the wa¬ 
ter in his canteen! The a2-pawn is 
meaningless and White doesn’t bother 
with 4>bl. 
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15.. .b4 16 £>bl fxe4 17 fxe5 £id7 
Alternatively: 

a) 17-.dxe5? 18 d6 Ad8 19 hxg6 
hxg6 20 J.C4+ J.e6 21 ±xe6+ 4ixe6 22 
WdS wins the house. 

b) 17...£ixh5 18 £>xh5 gxh5 19 e6 
#xa2 20 BxhS and h7 falls, as will the 
black king soon after. 

18 e6 £ie5 19 hxg6 
Threat: 20 Wh2. 

19-Ag4 

19...£tf3 doesn’t keep the queen off 
the h-file either: 20 #g2 hxg6 21 Wh3. 

20 ±e2 SfB 

Or 20...4^xe3 21 Wxe3 hxg6 22 <£>xe4 
#d8 23 Sdgl with Wh3 to follow. 

21 J.xf3 exf3 22 flxh7 1-0 
Veni, Vidi, Vishy! 

Summary 

I suggest you stay clear of the endgame 
in the Lion’s Yawn and play 4 4^ge2, 
followed by our familiar plan, f3, Jte 3 
and f d2. This keeps us in familiar ter¬ 
ritory and far away from some weird 
specialty ending that Black wants. 

Came 93 

V.Anand- 

I.Morovic Fernandez 

Santiago (rapid) 2009 

1 e4 

Another move order to reach our 
position would be l d4 d6 2 e4 ®f6 3 
£sc3 e5 4 £ige 2 exd4 5 £lxd4. 

1.. .e5 2 ‘5.43 d6 3 d4 exd4 



The Antoshin Philidor is a tough line 
to crack for White. Black takes on the 
little centre in exchange for an ultra¬ 
solid position. In essence, this is the 
Fort Knox version of the Philidor. 

4 £ixd4 5 <Sk3 ±e7 

More lively is 5-.g6 6 ±g5 Jlg7 7 
#d2 and then: 

a) 7...0-0 8 0-0-0 Se8 9 f3 ^c6 10 
4Tixc6 bxc6 11 h4 Ae6 12 h 5 and both 
h- and b-files are open in this ultra 
sharp opposite-wing attack situation, 
S.Solovjov-A.Skurygin, Peterhof 2008. 

b) 7---h6?l is less logical since 8 Jk,f4! 
makes castling difficult without weak¬ 
ening further with ...g5. Then after 

8...<S}c6 9 ^xc6 bxc6 10 JLc4 in 
A.Reshetnikov-P.Dvalishvili, Moscow 
2010, White was ready to castle on ei¬ 
ther wing, but Black was not! 

6 g3 

Maybe it’s just a fad, but many of 
the world’s elite players seem to prefer 
this move, which prepares to overpro¬ 
tect e4 and make Black’s d5 break 
harder. You can also opt for a more 
traditional treatment of the position 
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with 6 Ac4 0-0 7 0-0 £ic6 8 lei £\xd4 9 
Wxd4 when White’s extra centre and 
space give him the edge. 



6.. .d5 

If he doesn’t play this freeing move 
now it will be much harder to achieve 
later. 

7 e5 £ig4 

7...^e4 doesn’t score well for Black, 
but may well be playable if a draw is 
his goal: 8 <£ixe4 dxe4 9 Jk.g2 #d5 10 
0-0 11 thxc 6 #xc6 12 lei J,f5 was 

Z.Almasi-L.Nisipeanu.L Heviz 2008, 
where Black’s e-pawn looks slightly 
more vulnerable than White’s. 

8 J,g2 0-0 

Liquidating the centre doesn’t mean 
Black gets the draw: 8...^xe5 9 #e2l 
£ibc6 10 £)xc6 ^xc6 11 £\xd5 J.e6 12 
0-0 0-0 13 Bdl Ad6 14 l.f4 le8 15 £ie3 
#e7 16 Axd6 cxd6 left Black with a 
chronically weak and backward d- 
pawn, V.Anand-L.Aronian, Monte Carlo 
(blindfold) 2006. In fact, this game put 

8.. .£ixe5 out of fashion. 

9 f4 c5 10 thde 2 d4 11 <Sid5 £ic6 12 h3 
<Sih6 13 0-0 <£>f5 



Whose pawn majority means more? 
Anand proves conclusively that his 
kingside majority packs a lot more 
punch, since he uses it to quickly gen¬ 
erate threats to Black’s king. 

14 g4! 

Unafraid to let his opponent’s 
knight roost on h4. 

14..Ah415 Ahl £>g6! 

Morovic puts heat on e5 to deter 
Anand from playing f5. 

16 c3 dxc3?! 

He shouldn’t activate the e2-knight. 
Better was I6...j,e6 17 c4. 

17 £texc3 l,e6 18 J,e3 l,xd5 19 ^xd5 
Sc8 20 ficl b6 21 We2 
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The massive oil slick approaches the 
Western shore. White dominates with: 

1. A monster knight on d5; 

2. The bishop pair in an open posi¬ 
tion; 

3. Black’s queen sits rather uncom¬ 
fortably on d8 and soon faces White’s 
rook on dl; and 

4. Black’s queenside majority is 
dormant and relatively useless, 
whereas White’s pawns lurk menac¬ 
ingly on the other wing, ready to move 
forward. 

Conclusion: a strategically hopeless 
situation for Black. 

21.. .f6?! 

The position screams out for a cen¬ 
tral counter but which one? Black gets 
strangled after 21...f6?l. He should try 

21.. .£id4! 22 Wa.6 Ah4 23 Hcdl <^>e7 24 
J,xd4 cxd4 25 flxd4 ^xd.5 26 J.xd5 
We7 27 #d3 Sc7, although even here 
White commands the initiative, an ex¬ 
tra pawn and the superior bishop. 

22 fifdl We8 23 e6 f5 

Otherwise White plays f5 himself, 
supporting his passed e-pawn. 

24 g5 *h8 25 h4?! 

Possibly a bit too bold. White offers 
his h-pawn to open the file. 

25-.±d8? 

Totally submitting to White’s will. 
He had to gamble with 25...^xh4!. In¬ 
deed, lines are not so clear after 26 
Sc3! £)g6 27 1 Ti 5 Jld8! 28 &f 2 ®ge7l 
and Black may just be holding on. 

26 h5 <£)ge7 27 a3 £ixd5 28 ±xd5 &e7 
29 *g2 J.d6 


It can’t be disputed that White 
rules, but where is the concrete path to 
the win? Anand’s energetic next few 
moves show the answer. 

30 b4! 

Destination g7. This double-purpose 
move clears d4 for his bishop and 
clears b2 for his queen. 

30...cxb4 31 h6! 



Black’s king cover gets ripped open 
in a hurry. 

31...£ie7 

Or 3l...Hg8 32 axb4 <£\xb4 33 l,f3 
ib<e6 34 hxg7+ *xg7 35 i.d4+ ^f7 36 
i,h5+ £ >e7 37 ±f6+ £d7 38 1^)5+ £)c6 
39 .if 3 #xf6 40 Hxc6. 

32 Wb2! #g6 

Instead, 32...Sg8 33 i.d4 1^6 34 
hxg7+ Sxg7 35 Bxc8+ ®xc8 36 i,b7! 
bxa3 37 i.xg7+ l'xg7 38 l r xg7+ 4>xg7 
39 i.xc8 leaves White a rook up. 

33 hxg7+ 1-0 

Summary 

Many of the world’s best like 6 g3 
against the super-solid Antoshin line of 
the Philidor. Who are we to argue? 
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Chapter Ten 

Schmid Benoni and 
Czech Benoni 


Id4^f6 2^c3c5 3d5 



The Schmid Benoni, 3...g6 4 e4 d6, is 
just a Benoni with White’s pawn on c2 
rather than c4. I recommend the an¬ 
noying 5 £vf3 Ag7 6 J,b5+ line. As you 
will see in the coming games, Black 
must make a concession no matter 
which way he blocks the check. White 
can count on these factors for an edge: 

1. The d5-pawn offers more space. 

2. You are a move up over the nor¬ 
mal Benoni since you didn’t waste a 


tempo on c4. 

3. Unlike a normal Benoni, Black has 
yet to play ...e6. Doing so may make his 
d6-pawn vulnerable. 

4. White's e5 break looks more po¬ 
tent than Black’s ...b5 break, which of¬ 
ten doesn’t do much to worry White. 

5. White’s extra central space may 
translate into a kingside attack with 
simple moves like JLf4, fd2 and ±,h6. 

6. Black often has a problem of what 
to do with his c8-bishop and some¬ 
times plays ..Jtg4 and ...Jtxf3. This 
hands White the bishop pair. 

Instead, the Czech Benoni, 1...C5 2 
d5 e5 3 e4 d6, is a bit like the Fort Knox 
of the Benoni set-ups. 

Black hopes his solid but passive 
central pawn-wall will lead him into a 
protracted manoeuvring game. White 
again has space and Black has deprived 
himself of both the ...e6 and ...c6 pawn 
breaks. This leaves only the ...f5 break 
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at his disposal. White can either play 
for f4 with ambitions on the kingside, 
or just build up on the queenside with 
moves like a4 and later a5, followed by 
b4 at some point. This isn’t the most 
intimidating set-up for Black, but he 
hopes to suck you into a long, drawn- 
out affair. Have faith in your space! It 
isn’t so easy to play Black in such a pas¬ 
sive position. 



Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 
Candidates 1959 

1 e4 

Our move order could be 1 d4 £if6 2 
^c3 c5 3 d5 g6 4 e4 d6 5 £>f3 ±g7 6 

i.b5+. 

1...C5 2 g6 3 d4 i-g7 4 d5 d6 5 £>c3 
£sf6 

The Schmid Benoni, where the only 
difference between it and a normal 
Benoni is that White’s pawn remains 
on c2 rather than c4. Other differences 
and similarities? 


1. White saves a tempo on c4- 

2. In a regular Benoni, Black nor¬ 
mally trades his e-pawn for White’s c- 
pawn. This creates queenside versus 
kingside pawn majorities and a poten¬ 
tially sharper game. In the Schmid Be¬ 
noni, the structure remains more 
symmetrical with White holding more 
space due to his ds wedge. 

3. Just as in the Benoni proper, 
White mostly plays for the generally 
more effective e5 pawn break while 
Black plays for the ...b5 break; 

4. Black hasn’t played ...e6 yet and 
may even later play the pawn to e5. If 
and when Black plays ...e6, White must 
make a crucial decision to capture on 
e6, which you play if you feel you can 
pressure his backward pawn on d6. 
However, retain the central pawn ten¬ 
sion if you feel that Black will eventu¬ 
ally achieve the freeing ...d5 break after 
the exchange on e6. 

Instead, 5...a6 stops our next move 
but al,so ruins Black’s normal plan of 
...4ba6-c7 to slowly prepare the ...b5 
pawn break. After 6 a4 £yf6 7 Ae2 0-0 8 
0-0 J,g4 9 £Jd2!? (White can also play 
for the bishops: 9 Bel J.xf3 10 ,i,xf3) 
9...Axe2 10 l r xe2 <£ibd7 11 £sc4 £ib6 12 
<£}e3l (the side with space should keep 
pieces on the board) I2...fle8 13 Bdl! 
(discouraging the ...e6 break) lS-.Wcy 
14 f3 fiad8 15 a5 £>c8 16 £)c4 £id7 17 
Af4 £>a7 18 <£ia4 £sb5 Black found 
himself without much counterplay 
against White’s space plus in U.Ander- 
sson-A.Zapata, Wijk aan Zee 1987. 
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6 J.b5+ 



This annoying check throws Black a 
bit out of sync. 

6.. .<abd7 

The most natural block, but it does 
deny Black the plan ...£ia6 and ...<S}c7. 
The ...b5 break is the key to Black’s 
counterplay, and now it will be harder 
to achieve. 

In the next couple of games, we ex¬ 
amine 6...J,d7 and 6...£ifd7. 

7 a4 

7 0-0?! doesn’t make sense, since 
Black’s reply either forces ...b5 or makes 
White cough up the bishop pair: 7...a6 

8 J,xd7+ £sxd7 when Black looks good 
with a bishop pair and some freedom 
due to the last exchange, D.Balko- 
V.Vodicka, Tatranske Matliare 2007. 

7.. .0-0 8 0-0 a6 9 Ae2 Ib8 

Instead, 9-b6 stops as. The plan is 
to slowly prepare the ...b5 break, but 
after 10 Bel £ie8 n ±f4 £>c7 12 #d2 
Bb8 13 J.h6 b5 14 i-fl b4 15 ®dl a5 
16 Axg7 ^xg7 17 4ie3 it was advan¬ 
tage White in B.Abramovic-LPopov, 
Stara Pazova 2007, who controls c4 and 


has essentially closed off the queen- 
side, Black’s realm of counterplay. 
Moreover, Black’s dark-squared de¬ 
fender has been eliminated and White 
may build for a kingside attack, with 
Black’s only chance for counterplay be¬ 
ing to engineer a timely ...e6 break. 

10 Sel 

Tal isn’t attracted to the strategic 
plan 10 a5 and plays directly for mate. 

10.. .<Ste811 Af4 £>c7 

Last chance for White to throw in 
a5- 

12 JLfi!? 

Sorry, not interested. 

12.. .b5 13 Wd2!? 

Avoiding 13 axb5 ^xb 5 14 <$}xb 5 
axb5 15 c3 which reduces the number 
of attackers. 

13.. .1.8 14 h3 £if6! 



A subtle and instructive move. Black 
returns the merchandise to the store 
for a full refund. The knight retraces its 
steps to f6, its work done on d7; 

1. A knight on f6 puts more heat on 
d5, which inhibits White from his 
planned e5 pawn break; and 
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2. Benko knows his opponent! He 
adds a defender to his king to prepare 
for the coming storm. 

15 Sadi i.d 7 16 e5l? 

What the ...!? I really don’t under¬ 
stand the mind of an absolute tacti¬ 
cian. Why didn’t Tal simply throw in 16 
axb5 first before the e5 pawn break? 
Why does he give up a pawn on the 
queenside? Sorry about all these ques¬ 
tions. I realize that the annotator is 
supposed to offer answers not annoy 
the reader with questions. But really, I 
don’t get it! 



16.. .b4! 

Winning material on the queenside. 

17®e4 

Could this move be the reason Tal 
avoided 16 axb5? White eliminates a 
defender on f6 and gets to lift his Took 
at the cost of a pawn. 

17 .. .<£)xe 4 

Correctly avoiding the line 

17.. .£ifxd5? 18 jtc4! <£)xf4 19 #xf4 <£ie6 
20 Axe6 jtxe6 21 exd6 where Black 
finds himself under heavy pressure in 
the centre. 


18 lxe4 Jbca419 Ah 6 ! 

The assault begins. 



19.. .1.h8 

Avoiding the cheapo l9-.Jtxc2?? 20 
Bh4l and Black must give up a piece to 
avoid mate. 

20 Hdel f6?! 

A central counter, but the wrong 
one! Black should open it up with 

20.. .dxe5!. Principle: meet a wing attack 
with a central counter. Indeed, after 21 
c4 f6! I have my doubts about Tal’s 
compensation for the material. When I 
was a kid, some of Tal’s rivals would 
gnash their teeth and point out such 
lines in Tal’s games, in an attempt to 
show that Tal’s play was unsound. My 
answer to that is: so what if he was 
unsound? As chess players we all know 
how difficult it is to face a gifted tacti¬ 
cian or attacker who plays a tricky but 
probably unsound line. Gambling is 
part of chess and we don’t all have to 
be scientists at the board! 

21 e6 

Creating a coffin-like effect around 
Black’s king. 
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21.. .f5 22 fih4! 

Tal’s playbook only had one page, 
and on that page two words: ‘Scare 
people!’ 

22 .. .J.xb 2 ?? 

Enjoying a light snack before being 
lead to the gallows! Absolutely essen¬ 
tial was 22...i,f6! 23 £lg5 !.b5 24 g4! 
i.xfl 25 flxfl f4 26 #d3 (with tricks on 
h7) 26..Jb<g5 27 ±xg5 Sf8 28 Sh6 £>e8 
29 h4 £>f6 30 #h3 #e8 and Black ab¬ 
sorbs the first wave of the attack and 
lives to tell about it. Even here, though, 
Rybka prefers White a pawn down, 
which usually spells doom for the ma- 
terial-up side. 

23 Af 8 ! 



A deadly clearance of h6 for the 
queen’s entry. Tal is in his element. I 
imagine at this point he was as happy 
as Santa on Prozac! 

23 ...Ixf 8 24 #*16 Sf7 

The only move. Possibly at this 
point, Benko may have had these 
thoughts: “Why, oh why did I allow Tal 
e6?” 

25 exf7+ <ixf7 26 #xh7+ i.g7 27 flh 6 


I remember a Korchnoi quote where 
he trash talked about how Tal was a 
weak calculator who relied mainly on 
intuition in his attacks! To play devil’s 
advocate on Korchnoi’s behalf, Rybka 
points out that Tal rejects the more 
accurate line 27 4^5+! <4>f6 28 Hh6 
#e8 29 ^e6 i.xh6 30 £ixc7 #d7 31 
fie6+ 4>g5 32 #xg6+ *f4 33 #g3 mate. 

27...%8 28 #xg 6 + 4?f8 29 £)g5! #xd5 
29--.Axh6 30 4ih7+ wins the queen. 
30 Sh8+! 1-0 



It looks like he calculated just fine to 
me! It’s mate next move. 

Summary 

The disruptive 6 iLb5+ creates prob¬ 
lems for Black to overcome no matter 
how he blocks the check. 

Game 95 

G.Kasparov-A.Beliavsky 
9th matchgame, 

Moscow 1983 

1 d4 <£>f6 2 £lf3 C5 3 d5 d6 4 £>c3 g6 5 
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e4 i.g7 6 Ab5+ i.d7 

Black’s bishop is awkwardly placed 
here, but it also has its plusses. Black 
hopes to gain time with ...£>a6 and 
...£ic7. 

7 a4 0-0 8 0-0 ^a6 9 Sel £\b4l? 

This move, a novelty at the time, 
could be a factor in Black’s future trou¬ 
bles. I’m not sure what the knight really 
does on b4. Normally Black plays 
9...&C7 10 Afl 5b8 11 h3 a6 12 Ma 
(the e5 break is coming) 12...£sh5 13 
iLh2 4ie8 (Black is under pressure in 
the line 13-.b5 14 axb5 ilxbs 15 <2ixb5 
axb5 16 e5 dxe5 17 £sxe5) 14 e5 dxe5 
15 4hxe5 4id6 when White has a com¬ 
fortable edge, and may proceed with 
either 16 a5 or even 16 g4l? as he did in 
M.Rychagov-K.Kulaots, Rakvere 2000. 



10 h3 e6 11 Af4! 

11 dxe6 allowed Black to equalize 
after ll..JLxe6 12 <£>g5 a6 13 -i.fi d5! in 
J.Eslon-A.Goldin, Oviedo 1993. The 
moral: don’t play dxe6 if it allows Black 
the freeing ...d5 break. 

Il...e5 

Now the position looks like a Closed 


Ruy Lopez. 

The complications of ll...exd5?l 
clearly favour White after 12 ji.xd6 
dxe4 13 J.xf8 <4^8 14 <Sb<e4 J.xb5 15 
axb5 #xdl 16 Saxdl £}xc2 17 Se2 
<£\xe4 18 fixc 2 b6 19 Se 2 f5 20 g4 J.f6 
21 Sd7 and Black can't survive. 

12 AgS ±c8 

The sign of a flexible mind. The loss 
of time has little significance since it’s 
a blocked position. Now that his pawns 
are fixed on dark, Beliavsky preserves 
his good, light-squaTed bishop. 

13 £id2 h6 14 ±h4g5?! 



This rash, pseudo-attacking move 
weakens f5. If Black plays ...f5 himself, 
White simply takes, opening up e4 for 
his knights. But it’s hard to criticize 
Beliavsky for the move. There is a Buf¬ 
falo Springfield song which goes: 
“There’s something happening here. 
What it is ain’t exactly clear.” Somehow 
Black’s game has soured and he already 
experiences difficulties, but looking 
over the past moves I am unable to 
pinpoint any error or even inaccuracy 
on Beliavsky’s part other than his 
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strange ninth move. Kasparov once 
claimed to possess a sixth sense in 
chess. Well, here it is! He gets a close to 
winning position without any perceiv¬ 
able error on Black’s part. 

It may be marginally better to pro¬ 
ceed in Lopez fashion and play for ...f5, 
beginning with I4...a6 15 !.fl b6 16 
£icbl! (threatening c3) I6...a5 17 <£>a3 
Sb8 18 ®b5 Wd7 19 c3 £ia6 20 £ic4 
4ie8 (granted, Black is now ready for 
...f5, but in doing so he has punctured 
his queenside and misplaced several of 
his pieces) 21 WbS f5 (achieving his 
thematic break at a very high cost of 
puncture wounds on b5 and c4) 22 
exfs gxf5 23 Sadi, although I still pre¬ 
fer White and don’t place much faith in 
Black’s kingside attack. 

15 Jlg3 g4!? 

After 15 ...^e8 16 J,e2l (exploiting 
...g5?! and the light-squared weak¬ 
nesses it created) I6...f5 17 exf5 Axf5 

18 <5Me4 £sf6 19 Jtg4! <£sxg4 20 hxg 4 
Ag6 21 <£ib5 Jtxe4 22 Sxe4 the posi¬ 
tion clarifies in White’s favour: 

1. White owns e4; 

2. Black’s g7-bishop is in bad shape, 
with most of his pawns on the same 
colour; 

3. White controls the light squares; 
and 

4 . White can make progress slowly 
on the queenside, while Black’s king- 
side attack has come to a standstill. 

16 hxg4 £ixg4 17 f3 £lf6 18 l,h4 i>h8 

19 £ie2! 

Heading for g3 and preparing to 


give the b4-knight the boot with c3. 



19.. .fig8 20 c3 <£sa6 21 £ig3 Wf8 22 
<£sdfl 

Heading for f5. Most players think 
of (C)asparov as some sort of hu- 
man/computer hybrid, like one of the 
Borg Collective aliens. (My favourite 
was Sevenofnine, who was one hot 
Borg spacebabe!) In games like this, 
one is occasionally reminded that Kas¬ 
parov is not all calculation and tactics, 
and sometimes he displayed superb 
positional skills as well. 

22.. Ah7 23 £te3 J.f6 

At least this is something. He gets 
rid of his bad bishop and clears the g- 
file. 

24 Axf6+ <£>xf6 25 4igf5 £ih5 26 Af2! 

Preparing to attack down the h-file 
and reminding his opponent that Black 
isn’t the only one doing the attacking. 

26.. .Jbcf5 27 £ixf5 ®f4 28 g3 £ih3+ 29 
< 4’e2 Sxg3? 

Freaking out. The sac is totally un¬ 
sound. I guess Beliavsky was in no 
mood to suffer a lingering death. Black 
was in pretty sorry shape strategically. 
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He should play more rationally and 
grovel with 29...^g5 30 #d2 Eg6 31 
Hhl f6 32 Eh5 Ed8 33 £ih4 Ig8 34 Shi 
£rf7 35 'i > f2 thc7 36 i.e2 b6 37 &f5 
Bg6, although it’s just a matter of time 
before Black cracks. 



30^xg3 %7 3lfigl! 

The death of hope! With this simple 
move, Kasparov spurns greed and re¬ 
turns some (but not all!) of the mate¬ 
rial to take the air out of Black’s attack. 
31...Sg8 32 tfd2 1-0 

Black's attack has come to a dead 
halt. Games like this sometimes give 
one the impression that a top-notch 
GM like Beliavsky isn't such a great 
player. Having analysed with Beliavsky, 
I can assure the reader that this is 
merely an optical illusion! One time 
Alex Beliavsky, John Watson and I ana¬ 
lysed a game I had just lost to GM 
Chernin at the National Open in Las 
Vegas. I was absolutely dazzled by Be- 
liavsky’s ability to come up with three 
or fouT plans in any given position. 
Watson said to me later something 
like: “Beliavsky and Chernin are just 


scary strong, and Kasparov beats play¬ 
ers like this - often in blowouts!” 

Summary 

Beliavsky's idea 9...4ib4 may soon turn 
the game into a kind of Closed Ruy Lo¬ 
pez, but one probably in White’s fa¬ 
vour. 


Game 96 

A.Fominyh-E.Hossain 

Dhaka 2004 

1 d4 £)f6 2 &f3 c5 3 d5 d6 4 £ic 3 g6 5 
e4 Ag7 6 ±b5+ £ifd7 

Somewhat artificial, and it moves a 
defender away from the kingside, but 
once again, Black keeps the ...&\a6-c7 
option open. 



7 a4 0-0 

After 7...?Ja6 8 0-0 <5 Jc 7 9 Ac4 0-0 10 
Eel a6 11 JLf4 Sb8 12 a5 b5 13 axb6 
4Jxb6 14 Afl ±g4 15 h3 Axf3 16 tfxfs 
<£>d7 17 £ldl £}e5 (I7...i.xb2?! 18 <SM>2 
Bxb2 19 ith6 threatens the rook on f8 
and also ®c3) 18 Wg3 f5 19 c4 e6 20 
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i.g5 fd7 21 f4 4tf7 22 exf5 exf5 23 
2e7 White has some initiative, but 
Black may still be okay at this point 
since he has a target on b2 and his po¬ 
sition is relatively solid, F.Vallejo Pons- 
A.Kovacevic, Mallorca 2000. 

8 i.f4 £»a6 9 0-0 £ic7 101x4 

10 h3l? a6 (if 10...<SM>5!? 11 axb5 
Black has no useful freeing pawn 
breaks and White still has a touch of a 
bind) 11 1x4 2b8 12 a5 b5 13 axb6 
flxb6 14 £\a4 Sb4 15 'Vlel £>b6 
(I5...1.xb2!? looks risky for Black) 16 
£>xb6 Hxb6 17 c3 M7 18 Ifdl! *e8 19 
e5 l.b5 and White had achieved his 
thematic central break and also had 
the better pawn structure in N.Mur- 
shed-W.Sariego, Cienfuegos 1991. 

10...£}b6 

Not really gaining time since he 
must move the b6-knight again. The 
idea is to free the c8-bishop and swap 
it off for White’s f3-knight. 
ll J.e2 Jlg412 Eel i.xf3 

Freedom? Sure, but at the price of 
the bishop pair. 

13 lxf3 £ic 4 14 l.e2l 



A well-calculated dare. 

14.. .£le5 

Black can’t accept with 14...‘SM>2? 
15 #d2 £\e8 16 Ha2! Wa5 17 ^bl b6 18 
e5! 'tfxd2 19 i.xd2 ±xe5 20 1x3 ^xa4 
21 Sxa4 a5 and his three pawns for the 
piece don’t make the cut, since White 
constructs a firm blockade on the 
queenside light squares. 

15 Ag3 a6 16 f4 ®d7 17 Ag4! 

An assessment: 

1. White controls the bishop pair; 

2. White’s e5 break will arrive with 
more force than Black’s ...b5; and 

3. Black must watch for tricks on e6 
and e7. 

Conclusion: clear advantage for 
White. 

17.. .1b8 18 e5 b5 19 i.h4! 



Applying enormous pressure on el. 

19—f6! 

This ugly move is best in this diffi¬ 
cult position. Black’s options are not so 
tempting: 

a) 19...dxe5?? 20 d6 wins a piece. 

b) 19...b4?? 20 exd6 and the threat 
to take on el wins. 
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c) ig...Fhb&\ 20 exd6 ®xd6 21 Axe 7 
'WxfA 22 d6 when Black loses material. 

20 exd6 exd6 21 Ae6+ ih8 22 £te4 
^b6 2Ba5®c8 24 f5! 

The squeeze is on. 

24.. .^xe6 

Reluctantly evicting the e6-squatter 
and giving White a huge passed pawn. 
Keeping the bishop alive too long en¬ 
dangered Black’s king. 

25 fxe6 flb7 26 1d2 g5 27 M2 h6 28 
Sadif5 

If Black tries to prevent the coming 
sac, he gets reduced to total inertia 
after 28...flc7 29 £}xc5! (anyway!) 

29.. .dxc5 30 d6 <£ixd6 31 #xd6 *c8 32 
Ag3 Sc6 33 Wd5 Ve8 34 e7 2g8 35 
«f5 Sc8 36 Sd7. 

29 £ixc5! 



Sac’ing a knight in exchange for two 
deep passers is a bargain. 

29...dxc5 301.XC5 Wc7 

Black can forget about a blockade 
here: 30...4id6?? fails miserably to 31 
#b4. 

31 H>4! 

Engineering d6 is far more impor¬ 


tant than taking the rook and allowing 
a blockade. 

31 ...2e8 32 d6 

Yipes! Now that is what I call passed 
pawns! Even my dim-witted Commo¬ 
dore 64 computer would understand 
perfectly well that the pawns mean 
more than Black’s piece! 



32 .. .£>xd6 

No choice. 

33 2xd6 Wc8 34 ±d4! 2be7 

34 ...Wxc 2 35 ±xg7+ fixg7 36 e7! 
<4>h7 37 Ixa6 Wd3 38 Wc5 offers Black 
very little hope. 

35 Wc5 

Simplifying into an easily won end¬ 
ing. Also strong was 35 c3! and the 66- 
pawn is untouchable in view of 

35.. .5.e6?? 36 Sdxe6 Bxe6 37 2xe6 
Wxe6 38 #f8+. 

35.. .Axd4+ 

Or 35...1 r xc5 36 ±xc5 i,xb2 37 2c6 
Sb7 38 fldl Sbb8 39 Sd5 f4 40 Sxa6 
with total control. 

36 #xd4+ *h7 37 ItfeS ^6 38 c3 
Black is down a pawn, his sedentary 

pieces aTe hopelessly tied up by the e6- 
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pawn, a6 is weak and his king in mortal 
danger. Conclusion: Black can safely 
resign. 

38.. .fid8 

If instead 38...*a8 39 *d4 *a7 40 
2b6 threatens 41 fd6, and a6 falls. 

39 Bedl Hxd6 40 Bxd6 b4 41 h3 bxc3 
42 bxc3 *c7 43 g4! 

Black's dream of king safety falls by 
the wayside. White’s king is remarkably 
secure from perpetuals due to the 
dominant centralization of his major 
pieces. 

43.. .fxg4 44 hxg4 *a7+ 45 Bb6! *a8 46 
2b8! *a7+ 

If 46...*c6 47 Bg8+ 4>h7 48 *h8 
mate. 

47 *g2 1-0 

Summary 

6.. .41.d7 fails to equalize for Black. In 
fact, I believe all three blocks promise 
White a nagging edge in the coming 
middlegame. 

Game 97 

G.Dizdar-M.Sinanovic 

Pula 1998 

ld4 c5 2d5e5 

The Czech Benoni. Black plugs up 
the position in anticipation of a pro¬ 
tracted battle along closed lines. It has 
a solid but passive reputation. One of 
its defects is that Black loses both the 
...e6 and ...c6 pawn breaks against the 
advanced white d-pawn. 


3 e4 

If you also play formal queen’s 
pawn openings, then by all means 
plunge into 3 c4. Then after 3...d6 4 
£\c 3 ie7 5 £tf3 Ag4 6 e4 Axf3l? 7 
*xf3 J.g5 (one of Black’s obsessions in 
this line is to swap off his bad bishop 
for our good one on cl, but he does so 
at a loss of time) 8 jk,xg5 *xg5 9 £)b5! 
*d8 10 *g4! g6 11 J.d3 a6 12 £\c3 
<53d7 13 g3l (we are ready for f4; 
White’s space and the fact that he is 
the only one who has a pawn break 
gives him the advantage, and note too 
that our bad bishop is actually quite 
wonderful, halting both ...f5 and ...b5 
pawn breaks from Black) 13...h5 14 We2 
h4 15 0 - 0-0 *g5+ 16 i’bl 0 - 0-0 17 a3 
$}gf6 18 b4 4 , c 7 19 < 4 > a2 Ha8 20 Sbl 
hxg3 21 hxg3 £ih5 22 *c2 2hb8 23 
J.e2 <2}hf6 24 Bb2 ^8 White had all 
the play in P.Peev-W.Hug, Stary Smok- 
ovec 1974. 

3...d6 4^c3 

I’m recommending this move only 
because you are a Veresov player! If 
you are comfortable in a queen’s pawn 
opening, then it’s not too late for 4 c4. 
This is the way I normally play it: for 
instance, 4..Jke7 5 £rf3 (one of Black’s 
main obsessions in this line is to swap 
his bad bishop on e7 for our good one 
on cl, so we stop him) 5...^f6 (5...Jtg4 
would soon transpose to Peev-Hug, 
shown above) 6 <2ic3 0-0 7 Ad3 4^bd7 8 
h3! 4ie8 9 g4 a6 10 a4, which Spassky 
thinks is White’s best set-up against 
Czech Benoni. I began building foT an 
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attack on the kingside and won after a 
fishy knight sac on f5 (!) in 
C.Lakdawala-l.Ivanov, North American 
Open 2001. 

4...±e7 5 £if6 6 Ae2 0-0 7 0-0 £>e8 
Black will either try for a ...Ag5 
swap or play for the plan ...g6, ...<£sg7 
and eventually ...f5. 

8 £id2 Ag5 

For sale: one slightly-used bad 
bishop. Black tries to unload his worst 
piece. Instead, 8...g6 prevents White’s 
bishop swap on g4 when 9 £Jc4 Ag5 10 
a4 £id7 11 a5 ixd 12 i'xcl We7 13 
#e3 Bb8 14 £ib5 a6 15 £)c3 f5 16 f4 
£ig7 was S.Tatai-P.Votruba, Forli 1989. 
Now White should have played 17 
fiael when he is better coordinated for 
the central fight. 

9 J.g4! 



We can pull that trick too! White 
swaps off his bad bishop a la Black! 

9—Axd2 

Or 9~.£)d7 10 <Sk 4 Axel 11 #xcl a 6 
12 a4 b 6 13 f4! 1^7 (I3...exf4 14 Axd7! 
Axd7 15 1 i f xf4 1^8 16 e5 is also in 
White’s favour) 14 Axd7! Axd7 15 fxe5 


dxe5 and White’s powerful passed d- 
pawn assures him of the advantage, 
D.Zilberstein-R.Wong, Berkeley 1999. 

10 Axd2 Axg4 11 l f xg4 £>d7 

Black hopes his knights can keep up 
with White’s bishop and knight team 
in the closed position. 

12 a4 13 #e 2 #e7 14 £\b5 

Creating a slight weakness and re¬ 
deploying the knight to c4- 

14 .. .a 6 ! 15 £ia3 b6 16 £sc4 £ie8 

l6...b5? 17 £ia5 only helps White. 

17 b4! 

Beginning an assault down the b- 
file. 

17.. .td8 

17-f5? is false counterplay after 18 
exf5 Sxf5 19 bxc5 bxc5 20 f4! e4 21 
flabl Bxd5 (Black is even worse off 
strategically after 21...flf8?! 22 £le3) 22 
$Je3!, which wins the exchange. 

18 flfbl Hb8 19 ^e3 

Hits a6 and keeps ...f5 in check. 

19 .. .*c 8 20 <SJf5 Wb7 21 Ba3! 



With a double purpose: it prepares 
Jib 3 , with pressure down the b-file, and 
the rook may swing over to the king- 
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kingside if White chooses to go for a 
direct attack. 

21...cxb4?! 

He should avoid the temptation to 
take c5 for his knight and continue 
grovelling with 2l...Wc7. 

22 Axb4 £>C5? 

A miscalculation, but Black looks 
pretty bad also after 22...Wc7 23 £se7+ 
4>h8 24 £sc6 2c8 25 a5 b5 26 c4 bxc4 27 
Hc3- 

23 £ixd6! 

It’s that simple. White cuts the legs 
out from Black’s c5-knight’s support. 



23.. .<£ixd6 24 Axes Wc 7 25 Axd6 'i'xdS 
26 lc3 b5 27 axb5 axb5 28 g3 

He has all day to win the b-pawn 
and covers against back-rank cheapos. 

28.. .b4 29 flc6 Wd7 30 Sc4 f5 

A second pawn drops, since 

30.. .Wd6 31 Wei wins it anyway. 

31 Scxb4 Sxb4 32 Ixb4 f4 33 fib3! 

Careful defence, which denies Black 
any chances of mates associated with 
...f3. 

33.. .Wf7 34 *g2 h5 35 h3 Wg6 36 Bd3 
1-0 


Summary 

The Czech Benoni is favoured mostly by 
positional players who want a totally 
closed game at the cost of space and 
passivity. 

Came 98 

A.Karpov-A.KIimas 

Sao Paulo (simul) 2003 

1 d4 C5 2 d5 e5 3 e4 d6 4 <5lc3 g6?! 

Since Black often plays ...g6 when he 
develops his bishop to e7, he figures he 
may as well play it right away in King’s 
Indian style. Black can play for ...Agl, 
or the familiar Czech Benoni obsession 
of ..JLh6 in a bid to eliminate his bad 
bishop. In my opinion, the move is too 
slow and White has at least two effec¬ 
tive methods of dealing with it. 



5h4! 

This excellent thmst gives Black 
problems to Solve. You have at your 
disposal a more aggressive option as 
well in 5 f4l with immediate confronta¬ 
tion: 
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a) 5-..i-g7 6 £>f3 ±g4 7 ±b5+! £id7 8 
fxe5 Axes 9 l.xd7+! Axd7 10 4ixe5 
dxe5 11 0-0 with clear strategic superi¬ 
ority for White in K.Chernyshov- 
A.Egyed, Salgatarjan 2003: 

1. Development lead; 

2. Open f-file with a potential for at¬ 
tack; 

3. Space; and 

4. A protected passed pawn on d5. 

b) 5-^d7 6 £}f3 ±g7 7 £ib5! co¬ 
erced Black into the embarrassing 

7.. .'4‘e7 in G.Vallifuoco-G.Gasser, Italian 
League 1995. 

5.. ~ig7 

Allowing the pawn to keep moving 
forward. If Black responds with 5...h5 
then 6 <S^h3! £)h6 7 <£ig5 (the point of 
Karpov’s play; it will be very difficult for 
Black to play ...f6 to eject the g5 knight) 

7 .. .a6 8 a4 b6 9 1x4 Ag7 10 We2 £}d7 
11 J.d2 We7 12 f3 £if6 13 £\dl 0-0 14 
£ff 2 £>h7 15 g4 hxg4 16 fxg4 f5 17 
<£sxh7 , i , xh7 18 g5 4tf7 19 h5 and 
White’s attack was under way in A.Kar- 
pov-A.Paterek, Radom (simul) 2000. 
6h5g5 7i.b5+ <£id7 8 h6! 



Engaging in a cunning bit of Kar- 
povery! Is it just me or does Karpov’s 
strategic play in general confuse you 
too? Of all the World Champions, I find 
his play most difficult to understand, 
where East is West, and North is often 
South! Karpov, unlike most strategists, 
tends to weave intricate, counterintui¬ 
tive tactics in with his strategic ideas. 

8.. .Af6 

The immigration authorities round 
up the bishop and deport him from his 
home on g7. Capture of the h-pawn 
leads to disaster for Black after: 

a) 8..JLxh6?! 9 lxh6! ®xh6 10 W 15 
<£ig8 11 Axg5 ®c7 12 ®f3 which offers 
White enormous compensation for the 
exchange; Black can barely move. 

b) If 8...£ixh6? 9 &f3 f6 10 £>xg5! 
fxg5 11 2xh6 J.xh6 12 1 i r h5+ &e7 13 
Wxh6 Black gets destroyed. 

c) 8...Af8 keeping a watchful eye on 
h6, is possible, though: 9 g4 10 
4ih2 4ixh6 11 £rfl Wf6 12 £ig3 a6 13 
J.e2 2g8 14 a4 and at least Black has a 
pawn (for now!) to console him of the 
fact that he has a rancid position. 

91^5 

This makes things rather awkward 
for Black, who can’t develop naturally 
with ...£}e7 without dropping his g- 
pawn. I would probably go for 9 a4 a6 
10 il,e2, intending jk.g4 to take control 
over f5, and the kingside light squares 
in general. 

9.. .a6 

9...^)e7? 10 4tff3 picks up g5. 

10 ±xd7+ ibcd7 11 4}f3 g4 12 £ig 5 
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±,xg5 13 l.xg5 Wb6 14 0 - 0-0 



Just like that. Black is busted. White 
is ready to open lines on the kingside. 

14.. .£ie7 15 JLxe7i? 

Oh no! South is North! This is what I 
was talking about. Karpov's move is a 
really strange decision. Why give up 
the powerful dark-squared bishop? 
Everyone else in the world would play 
15 f 4 ! prising open lines. 

15.. .4.e7 16 Wg5+ 4*8 17 tte 3 !? 
Another odd move. Why not 17 Wf 6 

Hg 8 18 Sh 5 with paralysing pressure? 

17.. .Hg8 18 f4! 

Okay, good. Now he plays more 
normally, opening lines. 

18.. .fle8 19 Sh5 f6 20 fifl 4e7 21 
%3?! 

Keep in mind it’s a simul game. 
Karpov misses a breakthrough with 21 
fxe 5 ! dxe 5 (2l...fxe5? 22 Sg5 threatens 
to check on g 7 ) 22 d 6 +! WxdG 23 £)d5+ 
4d8 24 Hxf 6 . 

21.. .4.8 22 Wh4 4 c8 23 a3! 

Now this just looks like a random 
move, but he foresees the coming ...c4 
and ...®e 3 +, and plans to hide his king 


over on a2. Instead, 23 W'xf 6 is met by 

23 ...flef 8 24 We7 exf4 with counter- 
play. 

2B...±bS 24lf2 



24.. .C4?! 

24-.g3! 25 Sf 3 c4! (threatening 

26.. .Wgl+) 26 Uhl exf4 27 Sf 5 2g6 28 
B.5xf4 fd4 gets some counterplay, but 
White still stands better due to his su¬ 
perior pawn structure. 

25 Hf 5 «e3+ 26 4bl Sg6 27 Se 2 ? 

I wonder if this was a clock simul 
and Karpov was running low? 27 fifl! 
exf4 28 S5xf4 keeps Black tied down. 

27.. .Wgl+ 28 4a2 If8? 

Missing the tricky 28...g3! which se¬ 
cures f 6 tactically, since 29 Hxf 6 ?? is 
met with 29 ...Wh 2 ! when, suddenly, 
White is quite lost. 

29 fxe5 dxe5 30 %3! 

Karpov sees the threat: ...g3! fol¬ 
lowed by ...Wh 2 !. 

30.. .5.h6 31 #e3? 

31 2h5! 2 g 6 32 <£>xb5 axb5 33 Sxh7 
is in White’s favour. 

31.. .Whl?? 

I’m assuming the rest of the game 
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was a mad time scramble because the 
blunder ratio skyrockets from this 
point on! White would have to fight for 
the draw after 31...#xe3! 32 fixe3 Ad7. 

32ld2?? 

Both sides miss 32 # 05 + picking up 
the rook on f8. 

32.. .<4?b8 33 g3 Hh3? 34 £le2? 

Somehow I find all these blunders 

rather refreshing. If the great Karpov is 
capable of this much confusion (albeit 
with 5 seconds on his clock!), then 
maybe we all have a shot at the World 
Championship title one day! Correct 
was 34 £M>5! axb5 35 d6!. 

34.. .1h6 35 d6 ±d7 36 Sf2 #h5 37 Hdl 
#g6 38 <5k3 Ih5 39 £id5 l,e6? 40 <Sk7! 
1-0 



41 #b6 arrives with deadly effect. 


Summary 

4...g6 tries to mix Czech Benoni with 
King’s Indian ideas, but here it looks 
too slow. You may choose to play stra¬ 
tegically the way Karpov did with 5 h4! 
ot you may try the confrontational 5 f4! 
as mentioned in the notes. 


Came 99 

A.Raetsky-Z.Bojic 

Zurich 2003 

1 d4 

The move order 1...C5 2 d5 e6 3 £ic3 
£if6 4 e4 transposes to our game. 

2 <2k3 e6 3 e4 c5? 

The things people come up with to 
dodge the Veresov! This is some weird 
Benoni. Black should enter the French 
with 3...d5. 



4 d5 exd5? 

Black should resign himself to 4...d6 

5 Ab5+!. Now White sacs a pawn no 
matter how Black responds. In both 
cases Black ends up with vulnerable 
double isolanis on the e-file: 

a) 5~.£}bd7 6 dxe6 fxe6 7 e5! dxe5 8 
£>f3 a6 9 jlc4 was R.Dautov-Ma.Tseit- 
lin, Bad Zwesten 1997, won by White. 

b) 5-Ad7 6 dxe6 fxe6 7 e5l dxe5 8 
4if3 and again White won in 
D.Dzhangirov-V.Minakov, Kiev 2005. 
5e5! 

This move is the problem for Black, 
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who would be in good shape after the 
routine 5 exd5 d6. 

5.. .We7 
Alternatively: 

a) 5...$}g8 6 #xd5 £ie7 7 #e4 £ibc6! 
(Black gets annihilated if he tries 

7.. .d5?? 8 exd6 #xd6 9 <£b5 #b6 10 
Af4 Af5 ll Wf3) 8 £ft>5! (it’s not often 
you get the pleasure of threatening a 
mate in one on the eighth move!) 

8.. .41.6 9 ®b6 10 Ac4 <£id8 11 h4! 

h5 12 Ae3 ®e6 13 0-0-0 and positions 
don’t get more wretched than Black’s 
after only thirteen moves in M.Turov- 
D.Berczes, Budapest 2005. 

b) 5...<£ie4 6 £ixd5 (White threatens 
7 We2) 6...C4 7 #d4 #a5+ 8 c3 £\xf2! is 
a clever try in a desperate situation. 



However, now comes 9 #xc4 with a 
triple threat: #xc8, <Sk7+ and < 4>xf2. 
C.Lakdawala-B.Baker, San Diego (rapid) 
2008, concluded 9 ~Mc5 10 Jle3 (good 
enough, but I missed the simpler 10 
#xc5! Jlxc5 11 b4 ‘Sixhl 12 bxc5 and 
Black can’t cover c7 because 12...'ids is 
met with 13 iLg5+) 10...'#xc4 ll Jb<c4 
4ig4 12 JLg5! (c7 can’t be covered) 


12.. .f6 13 exf6 gxf6 14 ®xf6+ 4ixf6 15 
,ixf6 1-0. 

6 #e2 £>g8 7 *5jxd5 Wd8 8 &f3 h6 9 
&f6+ 

Flashy, but it may have been better 
to simply develop with 9 Af4 intending 
to castle queenside. I just don’t see a 
way for Black to continue playing. 

9.. .6e7 

The equivalent of resignation. The 
remainder is a bloodbath, but 9-.gxf6 
10 exf6+ %)e7 ll j£.f4 d5 12 Axb8 Sxb8 
13 ttes! also looks rather nasty. 

10 #e4 g6 

!f 10...gxf6?? 11 exf6+ i’xfS 12 #65+ 
■4>g6 13 ±d3+ f5 14 #xf5+ r «fcg7 15 #g6 
mate. 

11 J.C4 Ag7 12 #d5 #f8 13 J.e3 



One can only admire Black’s deter¬ 
mination to continue playing. Some 
playeTS have a very high pain threshold. 

13.. .4>d8 14 i.xc5 £>e7 15 #e4 <S^a6? 16 
ilxa6 1-0 

Summary 

3.. .C5? stinks! Black gets the Benoni 
from Hell. 
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l...£k6 and 


Owen s 


1 d4 £>c6 



In our final chapter, we examine a 
couple of odds and ends. 

Black is trying to confuse you with 
l...<Sk6?!, an alternate reality Alekhine 
on the other side of the board. How¬ 
ever, unlike the Alekhine which is 
sound, l...£ic6 should land Black in 
trouble. The only path to the advantage 
is to vigorously chase the knight with 2 
d5l and 3 f4. Not only is Black short on 


Defence 


space, his knight on g6 later becomes a 
target for White’s pawn storm with T 14 - 
h5, or g4 and f5. You should castle 
queenside with confidence that your 
attack arrives first. 

Owen’s Defence, l...b6, a kind of 
Larsen’s Opening a move down, isn’t so 
hot for Black either, but I would treat 
this one with more respect, mainly be¬ 
cause people who play it are usually 
specialists in this type of unfixed pawn 
structure and are likely more familiar 
with it than White, who faces it very 
rarely. You should grab space with e4 
and jk.d3, and then you can decide if 
you want to continue in queen’s pawn 
style with c4, or play it more conserva¬ 
tively with <STd2 and c3. In either case, 
you should attain a comfortable edge 
due to your central control. 

Another goofy Black attempt to try 
to confuse you is l...e5?, the Englund 
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Gambit. After 2 dxe5 £sc6 3 £rf3 Black 
has tried: 



a) 3 ..Me7 4 £ic3! (just return the 
pawn for a great position) 4...£ixe5 5 e4 
c6 and Black’s game looks utterly ri¬ 
diculous, M.Kopylov-R.Holzinger, Inter¬ 
net blitz 2004. 

b) 3-d6 4 Jlg5! (the simplest) 4...f6 
5 exf6 ^hx f6 6 e3 Jte7 7 Ac4 left Black 
without the slightest compensation for 
the pawn in P.Tregubov-M.Kersten, La 
Courneuve 2002. 

Came 100 

C.lonescu-O.Yewdokimov 

Bern 1992 

1 d4 4k6?! 

Provocation! As if living in a parallel 
universe, Black throws a queenside 
mirror-Alekhine at us. I'm going to be 
brave here and take a stand by penaliz¬ 
ing l...<Sk6 with a ’?!’. Unlike the 
Alekhine, which is sound, I have grave 
doubts about the playability of Black’s 
opening. If Black plays ...4k6 against l 


d4, he should do it on the second move 
with l...d5 2 c4 (overlooking 2 <2ic3!) 

2.,.<£ic6, which is a Queen’s Gambit Chi- 
gorin, a Veresov a move down. 



2 d5! 

Onward. We boot the cheeky knight 
around. Of course, there is nothing 
wrong with either: 

a) 2 e4 d5 3 ®c3 which we have al¬ 
ready examined, but here Black also 
has 2...e5, which we haven’t looked at. 
So play this way at your peril! 

b) 2 ®f3 d5 3 c4 and Black has man¬ 
aged to sidestep some of the more 
dangerous lines of the Chigorin by in¬ 
ducing White into £tf3. 

2.. .<£se5 3 f4! 

Cutting down on Black’s options. 
This is more accurate than 3 e4 d6! 4 f4 
<2id7 5 £>f3 c6 6 C4 £k 5 7 £ic3 £rf6 8 
Wc2 (White may be in danger of over- 
extension in the line 8 e5l? ®fe4 9 
£>xe4 £ixe4) 8...g6, which gave Black a 
pleasant version of a King’s Indian Four 
Pawns Attack in P.Soln-Z.Mestrovic, 
Bled 1999. 

3.. .£sg6 4 e4 e5 
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This is nothing but a transposition. 
Most play 4...e6 5 dxe6 which leads to 
the game position. Instead, after 4...d6 
5 c4l White gets a favourable version of 
the King’s Indian Four Pawns Attack, 
with Black’s knight misplaced on g6: 
for instance, 5...£Jf6 6 4 Jc 3 c6 7 £tf3 
J,g4 (7...e6 8 dxe6 fxe6 9 g3 looks good 
for White, who will continue with the 
plan: ±d3, We2, jte3 and 0-0-0) 8 h3 
Axf3 9 #xf3 10 f5 ®e7 left Black in an 
awful tangle in IJelen-Z.Mestrovic, 
Ljubljana 1997. 

5 dxe6 fxe6 

We are trained as kids to capture 
towards the centre. You may also get 
5...dxe61? if your opponent is a peace- 
loving member of a hippy commune! 
Black’s idea is similar to the Lion’s 
Yawn line of the Philidor: swap queens 
at the cost of castling privileges. And 
just as in the Lion's Yawn line, we 
should play to our temperament and 
decline a queen swap: 



a) 6 ild3! 1x5 7 £rf3 £Jf6 8 g3 4Jg4 9 
Ifl £»e3 10 lxe3 J.xe3 11 <SJbd 2 We7 
12 Ve2 1x5 13 e5! (grabbing space and 


clearing e4 for a piece) 13...!d7 14 c3 
1x6 15 le4l (principle: when your op¬ 
ponent has the bishop paiT, swap one 
of them off) 15...!xe4 16 ®xe4 0-0-0 
17 b4! ? Ib6 18 a4 f5 19 exf6 Wxf6 20 
a5l Wxc3 21 4e2 Sxd 2 + 22 £ixd 2 Sd8 
23 ttfdl ld4 24 Bad Wb2 25 Bc2 1^3 
26 £tf3 1-0 C.Garcia Palermo- 
O.Yewdokimov, Madrid 1994. 

b) Just in case we have an anomaly 
among our Veresov readers, and some 
of you don’t mind trying to squeeze 
one out in the ending, here is a good 
example of how to do it: 6 #xd8+ 4xd8 
7 £if3 !c 5 8 ld3 £)8e7 9 g3 f6 10 <4-62 
ld7 11 le3 lxe3 12 <4x63 ^c6 13 a3 
4e7 14 £ic 3 a6 15 lc4 b5 16 la2 Sae8 
17 Shdl 4d8 18 Hd2 4c8 19 fiadl 4tf8 
20 4ie2 e5 21 f5 g6 22 g4 gxf5 23 gxf5 
h6 24 b4 Sh7 25 c3 (25 c4l) 25...See7 26 
c4l (he blew a tempo, but now he gets 
the right idea) 26...1e8 27 cxb5 axb5 
28 £ic3 and Black is about to drop a 
pawn, I.Cosma-A.Labarthe, St Chely 
d’Aubrac 2002. 

6 lc5 

6...4Jf6? has been played eight times 
so far by Black. Result in my database: 
eight straight blows to the head for 
Black! After 7 Ad3 Ac5 8 e5 £^15 9 
±xg6+ hxg6 10 Wd3 4Je7 White owns 
g5 and is ready for <$Jd2-e4, followed by 
Ad2 and 0-0-0 with a huge position, 
V.Ruban-V.Matychenkov, Smolensk 
1991. 

7 i.d3 8 g3 

White has powerful central control, 
and if left alone, would continue with 
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£sc 3, Ad2, We2 and 0-0-0, when Black’s 
knights serve as targets for White’s 
pawn storm on the kingside. 



8.. .41g4 

After 8...0-0 9 We2 b6 (9...a6 is seen 
in our next game) 10 £ic3 Jtb7 ll Ad2 
a6 12 flfl b5 13 e5 i.xf3 14 flxf3 £rf5 
15 flfl ±,b4 16 0 - 0-0 i.xc3 17 Axc3 in 
M.Matthiesen-T.Hjorth, Danish League 
2009, there were big issues for Black: 

1. White’s space; 

2. White’s attack looks faster; and 

3. White's bishops outgun the Black 
knights. 

9 flfl! 

Nobody has tried 9 We2?! £*2 10 
flfl ^\xd3+ 11 cxd3 0-0 12 Ae3 i.xe3 
13 ®xe3 d5 and with good reason. 
Black looks fine. 

9.. .d6 

Resisting temptation. 9...^e3?l 
picks off the bishop pair at the cost of 
losing even more time: 10 Jbce3 Jlxe3 
11 £>c3 ^e7 12 e5l and the threat of 
jLxg6+ followed by #d3 leaves Black in 
serious difficulties, T.Lindestrom- 
T.Flindt, Esbjerg 2007. 


10 We2 0-0 11 4k3 0)e7 12 £ig5 £ih6 
Sidestepping I2...£ff6?? 13 e5. 

13 e5! 

Black’s position already looks criti¬ 
cal. 

13.. .^ef5 14 g4 £\d4 15 1^4 g 6 16 Wg2 

! don’t blame him for dodging the 
complications of 16 <£>xh7l? #h4+ 17 
4d2! £}hf5! 18 £)xf8 Wxg4. The com¬ 
puters still like White, but we humans 
could mess things up in such a situa¬ 
tion. 

16.. .dxe5 17 Wh3l 4g7 18 fxe5 &e7 

I8...flxfl+ 19 4xfl Ae7 20 £>ce4 
?hc6 21 ±f4 £>b4 22 Sdl also looks hor¬ 
rible for Black, whose king is swarmed 
by white attackers. 

19 fixf8 Axf8 20 ttxh6+! 



Not much of a queen sac since he 
regains it with interest very soon, but 
still very cool! 

20...4xh6 21 £ixe6+ g5 22 £>xd8 4tf3+ 

23 4*2 4ixe5 

White’s last challenge is how to ex¬ 
tricate his extra but stranded knight 
from d8? 

24 &e4 J.C5+ 
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24...£sxg4+ 25 < 4 , g2 £if6 26 J.xb7 
J.xb7+ 27 ^xb7 does the job. 

25 *g 2 ±xg4 26 h4! J.e7 27 £ixb7 Sf8 
28 £)d5 1-0 

Summary 

The Alekhine is a perfectly good open¬ 
ing, but not when you do the queen- 
side version starting with 1 d4 £)c6?!. 
Black’s game looks shaky after 6...fxe6. 

Game 101 

A.Onischuk-I.Shkuro 

Ukrainian Team 
Championship 2009 

1 d4 £ic6?! 

J’accuse! As I mentioned last game, I 
don’t believe this gives Black equality. 

2 d5 <£se5 3 f4 £sg6 4 e6 5 dxe6 
fxe6 6 e4 Ac5 7 J.d3 ^h6 8 #e2 0-0 9 
g3 a6 



An interesting idea. Black reasons 
that White is bound for queenside cas¬ 
tling, so why not accelerate things in 
that sector with ...a6 and ...b5, rather 


than the meek ...b6 fianchetto? 

10 &C3 b5 11 es! 

Thematic and strong: 

1. White clears e4 for his knight; 

2. The bishop on d3 now aims di¬ 
rectly at Black’s king; and 

3. White takes space, which also 
means his chances of a successful king- 
side attack go up. 

11.. .J,b7 12 £ie4 J£.b6 13 l,d2 £>f5 14 
0-0-0 h6 15 Shfl 

A little more refined than the cave¬ 
man route, which also gives White the 
advantage after 15 h4 4}ge7 16 g4 <SM4 
17 £>xd4 l.xd4 18 g5 £rf5 19 Sh3. Still, I 
prefer Onischuk’s path. There is no rea¬ 
son to rush things and give Black the 
f5-square blockade. 

15.. .C5 

Allowing White to enter d6, but 
Black had to take action on the queen- 
side or he gets rolled up on the other 
wing if he waits too long. 

16 &d6! 

Correctly rejecting 16 g4?l c4l when 
Black gets counterplay. 

16.. .±d5 

White’s space takes on alarming 
proportions after l6...^xd6?l 17 exd6 
We8 18 £>e5 £ixe5 19 fxe5 c4 20 Sxf 8 + 
Wxf8 21 flfl We8 22 &e4 Axe4 23 
tfxeq Sb8 24 g4! and Black suffocates. 

17 C4! 

This slows Black’s queenside play, 
despite the open b-file and looks supe¬ 
rior to 17 J.xf5 exf5 18 Ae3, maintain¬ 
ing the powerful outpost on d6 at the 
cost of some light-square control. 
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17.. .bxc4 18 $'ixc4 4ife7 

He worried about White’s g4, f5, 
and got out of the way. 

19 h4 &f5 

Wasn’t he here just a moment ago? 
Black has no counterplay and fishes 
around for a plan. 

20 Sgl 4ige7 21 g4 £id 4 22 ®xd 4 cxd 4 
23 Sgfl! 

The f5 break is ready. Note that 
White avoids tricks like 23 Bdfl?! 
,fi.xc4l 24 J.xc4 d3. 

23.. .5b8 24 *bl J.C5 25 f5 £}c6 26 g5 



Onischuk prefers direct attack to 
the technical route: 26 f6 ®c7 27 Ma 
£ib4 28 fxg7 ^xd3 29 gxf8'§+ i.xf8 30 


Wxd3 Wxc4 31 ®xc4 Axc4 32 Sf2 d3 
and White should convert eventually. 

26.. .exf5 27 gxh 6 Wxh4 28 hxg7 Sf 7 
White managed to eliminate Black’s 

pawn cover around the king. Since the 
g7-pawn shields Black’s king down the 
g-file, White must find a way to line up 
his major pieces on the h-file, which 
isn’t so easy since Black controls hi. 

29 £sd6 Axd6 

29-ia3 30 b3 doesn’t bother 

White. 

30 exd6 JLeA 31 Bf4 Axd3+ 

31.. .1fh7 32 4>al ±xd3 33 Wxd3 
puts up more resistance. 

32 Vxd3 #f6?! 

Black doesn’t realize the importance 
of fighting for control over the h-file 
with 32...1 r h5. 

33 Shi 2xg7? 

The only way to continue playing 
was the line 33-Sb5 34 Sh8+ 'ixgl 35 
Sfh4 ®g6 36 08h5, but Black won’t 
survive for long. 

34 Sxf5 #e6 

34.. .*g6 35 Sh6 Wg2 36 ®c4+ 
mates. 

35 ®h3l 1-0 

At long last, the queen realizes her 
dream to become mayor of the h-file! 

Summary 

9.. .a6 is an interesting idea, which at¬ 
tempts to accelerate Black’s attack on 
the queenside. The trouble is: it isn’t 
accelerated enough! White still looks 
faster on the kingside and I suspect the 
entire line is shaky for Black. 
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Game 102 

G.Kamsky-P.BIatny 

New York (rapid) 2004 

ld4 be 

Owen’s Defence, named after the 
19th Century Vicar John Owen, who 
quite possibly turned to the spiritual 
life as a result of receiving so many 
beatings in his line as Black! I’m kid¬ 
ding. Actually Owen once defeated Paul 
Morphy with l...b6, and my database 
shows he scored an impressive 45% 
with the line against some of the 
toughest opposition of his era. Owen 
may have been the very first hyper¬ 
modern. In his day, everyone automati¬ 
cally responded to 1 e4 with l...e5 and 
1 d4 classically with l...d5. With Owen’s 
Defence, Black, in hypermodern fash¬ 
ion, gives up the centre in the hope of 
attacking it from the wings. This was a 
truly radical idea for a chess player in 
the 19th Century. 



2e4Ab7 3 Ad3£lf6 

If they play 3...f5? take the bait! In¬ 


deed, after 4 exf5! Axg2 5 '§ r h5+ g6 6 
fxg6 Ag7 (avoiding the trap 6...£jf6?? 7 
gxh7+ £ixh5 8 Ag6 mate, first seen in 
G.Greco-NN, Europe 1620; it’s not often 
that an annotator gets to put a Greco 
game as a reference!) 7 gxh7+ (Bauer 
gives the line 7 #f5 8 Ah6M Axh6 

9 gxh7 &f8 10 #g6 Acl 11 #xg2 Axb2 
12 £ie2 and Black has no defence to 
figl next) 7-.448 White has more than 
one good move: 

a) 8 4Yf3! (Rybka’s choice) 8 ...<&f 6 9 
#g 6 Axf3 10 flgl Sxh7 11 #g3! Ae4 
12 Axe4 £sxe4 13 1^3+ ‘i’gS 14 l f xe4 
<Sk 6 15 d5 4^a5 16 Ae3 c5 17 <£>c3 and 
White is ready to castle queenside with 
a winning attack, F.Rosenberger- 
A.Kessler, Polch 1993- 

b) 8 £\e2! also looks good for White, 
as the h7-pawn is stronger than Black’s 
knight: for example, 8...£>f6 9 tfh4 
Axhl 10 i.g5 Ad5 ll £sbc3 Ml 12 
0-0-0 d5 13 Ah6 e6 14 £rf4 Axh6 15 
'i , xh6+ *67 16 #g7 ‘SJhS 17 £ig6+ 1-0 
G.Hechl-K.Kranawetter, Faaker 2003. 

4 We2! 

The most accurate move which 
shuts down...Aa6. Instead, 4 £sd2 e6 5 
£}gf3 c5 6 c3 cxd4 7 cxd4 Aa6! 8 Axa6 
<5}xa6 isn’t so bad for Black, who has 
removed White’s best attacker 
4...^c6! 

In the spint of Owen, and the most 
accurate move. 

5 c3 e5 

Finally, Black stakes out a piece of 
the centre with a pawn. 

6<£>f3 
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White decides to maintain central 
pawn tension for a while. Alternatively, 
6 d5 £ie7 7 £lf3 £>g6 8 0-0 1x5 9 c4 0-0 
10 <Sk3 a5 11 g3 d6 12 ^a4 1x8 13 
4>g2 h6 14 ®xc5 dxc5 15 b3 4}e8 16 
J.b2 f6 17 5^d2 and advantage White, 
who had space, a bishop pair and the 
only viable pawn breaks in P.Smirnov- 
E.Bacrot, Canada de Calatrava (rapid) 
2006. 



6...d6 

Instead, 6...exd4?! 7 e5 ^d5 8 l,e4 
‘Side7 9 0 - 0 ! dxc3 10 4ixc3 Wc8 11 Sdl 
gave White massive compensation for 
the pawn in J.Friedel-F.Barrios, Toronto 

2009. Black is far behind in develop¬ 
ment in this Scotch-like position and 
unlikely to survive. 

7 0-0 Sid7 

7..Ae7 8 d5 £>b8 9 c4 0-0 10 £>c3 
4ibd7 11 1x2 reaches a favourable Old 
Indian-style position where Black’s 
bishop on b7 fianchettoes into a wall 
on d5, E.Gleizerov-M.Franic, Zagreb 

2010 . 

8 a4!? a5 

An attempt to halt White’s space 


grab on the queenside. Others: 

a) 8...I.e7 9 d5 £icb8 10 a5 favours 
White, who made considerable pro¬ 
gress on the queenside, even though 
the wily Blatny eventually managed to 
win in A.Shabalov-P.Blatny, New York 
2004. 

b) Black can also try the risky plan of 
abandoning the centre to White in ex¬ 
change for the b4-square: 8...exd4l? 9 
cxd4 *S}b4 10 1x4 1x7 11 £ic3 0-0 12 
Af4. 

9 d5 <£ie7 10 lbs! 

Taking full advantage of the punc¬ 
tures in Black’s queenside. 

10...h6 

10...g6 11 4}bd2 lg7 and White 
plays similar to the game, with b4, 
bxa5, £ib3 and a5. 

ll £>bd2 



Possible plans: 

1. b4 and <£>b3. If Black plays ...axb4; 
cxb4, White gets a passed a-pawn soon 
with a timely a5; and 

2. b4 and bxa5. If Black recaptures 
with his rook, then White responds 
with £sb3 and a5, blasting open the 
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queenside, his theatre of operations. 
However, if Black recaptures with 
...bxa5 then White plays for the typical 
King’s Indian plan of 4}b3, c4, Aa3, ei¬ 
ther rook to cl and c5. 

11...4ig6 12 b4 Ae7 13 bxa5 fixaS 
13...£sf4 chases White’s queen to 
where she wants to go: 14 Wc4 Sxa5 15 
<£}b3 Sa8 16 as. 

14 £ic4 Sa7 15 Ae3 0-0 



White’s queenside attack clearly 
moves faster than anything Black has 
to offer on the other wing. 

16 a5 <Sk5 

I’m truly shocked that mess meister 
Blatny didn’t go on a fishing expedition 
starting with I6...f5l? 17 exf5 Sxf5 18 
Wd3 Sxf3l? 19 gxf3 £}h4. Rybka, of 
course, has nothing but disdain for 
Black in this line, but at least it’s com¬ 
plicated. 

17 Axe5 £>f4 18 Wc2 bxc5 19 a 6 Aa 8 !? 

Condemning the bishop and rook to 
life sentences without parole on cell 
blocks a7 and a8! Clearly Blatny didn’t 
like his prospects in the ending after 
19-Ac8 20 ®a5 Bxa6 21 Axa6 Axa6 


22 £ic6 Ad3 23 lb<d3 £sxd3 24 ^xd8 
lxd8 and it’s a 99 999% probability 
that Kamsky, the granddaddy of tech¬ 
nicians would win this one. 

20 £ia5 #c8! 

Threatening to swing the queen 
into g4. 

21 g3 £sh3+ 

Or 21...'S r g4 22 £\d2 and it’s hard to 
believe Black’s attack can be anything 
but a failure without the help of his 
rook and bishop on the queenside. 

22 *hlf5 23 ^c6!! 



An amazing strategic decision 
which allows Black to dump his horri¬ 
ble bishop. On top of everything, this 
also frees Black’s rook because now it 
has access to a8. Kamsky’s deep point: 

1. The bishop covers the b7-square, 
which Kamsky now uses to infiltrate; 

2. Black's a7-rook can move but 
does it want to? White’s a-pawn sits 
two squares from queening, so the 
rook really isn’t going anywhere; 

3. White opens the a2-g8 diagonal 
which he soon uses to good effect for a 
light squared attack; and 
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4. Black’s rook and bishop were tied 
down, but White had also invested his 
al-rook, his bishop and a5-knight to 
ensure Black didn’t free himself with 
...c6. So the reality was, Black wasn’t as 
tied down as he looked because White 
expended a lot of energy keeping his 
opponent tied up! 

23.. .J.XC6 24 dxc6 f4 25 We2 #g4 26 
J.C4+ <ih7 27 Sabi 

The point of his previous play. flb7 
is coming and diverts more black force 
away from the kingside. 

27.. .flfa8 

Sad, but Black’s attack is at a dead 
end after 27...Saa8 28 Sb7 JLd8 29 a7 
h5 30 £>gl f3 31 fd3 h4 32 ^xh3 l f xh3 
33 Hgi. 

28 Sal?! 

Over-caution. Welcome to my world 
GM Kamsky! He should dive off the cliff 
with 28 Ib7! h5 29 fixa7 Hxa7 30 Sbl 
Sa8 31 Sb7 Sf8 32 a7 fxg3 33 fxg3 
fixf3 34 a8® and Black has no good 
way to proceed, in which case an extra 
queen may come in handy for White! 

28.. .5.8 29 *dl! 



Nice, clearing e2 for the bishop. 

29...'th5 30 ie2 ®g6 31 Wd5 Sb8 32 
fia2 Sb6?! 

32...h5 33 £)gl fxg3 34 fxg3 £)xgl 

35 'i’xgl h4 36 '4 , g2 and Black still suf¬ 
fers from the eternal prisoner a7. 

33 Ac4 !Ti5? 

Losing instantly, but Black’s position 
was hopeless after both: 

a) 33...Sb8 34 Sb2! #g4 35 £igl 
lba8 36 Sb7. 

b) 33...Sa8 34 a7 *h8 35 £id2 4 Ti7 

36 ±a6! Sxa7 37 Ac4! wins. 

34 %8+ 1-0 

Summary 

Don’t underestimate the tricky Owen’s. 
If you play correctly against it, you can 
probably land in a good version or 
simulation of one of the following 
openings: French, Colle, Old Indian, Ruy 
Lopez, Queen’s Gambit Accepted or 
Scotch! The trick is to remember 4 
tfe2!. Don’t allow that bishop swap on 
a6 or your advantage evaporates. 

Came 103 

E.Najer-P.BIatny 

Pardubice 2007 

1 e4 b6 2 d4 ±bl 3 l.d3 g6 

The Hippopotamus. This offshoot 
could also be classified as a Modern. 
After the double fianchetto, Black plans 
...e6, ...d6, ...£te7, ...4^17, ...a6 and ...h6 
on virtually any white set-up counting 
on his flexibility. In my experience 
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against it, White’s best is to take a 
King’s Indian route and grab as much 
space as possible with pawns on c4, d4, 
e4 and even f4. When Black strikes back 
later in the centre (usually with ...e5), 
White simply ends up in a King’s Indian 
at least one tempo ahead of book lines. 



4 c4 

If you feel uncomfortable playing it 
King’s Indian style, you can also keep it 
closer to a king’s pawn opening with 4 
iig7 and then: 

a) 5 0-0 d6 6 Sel e6 7 £\bd2 (White 
refrains from 7 c4) 7...^Se7 8 c3 < ?id7 9 
£>fl 0-0 10 <2}g3 c5 11 ±e3 Wc7 12 #d 2 
Hfe8 13 Sadi 2ad8 sees White com¬ 
plete development in an orthodox, Fred 
Reinfeld-approved way, much like a 
150 Attack against Modern. Now he 
goes directly after Black’s king: 14 Jth6 
c4 (closing the centre can’t help Black’s 
defensive chances, but how to open it?) 
15 Ac 2 f6 16 h4 e5 17 h5 and Black be¬ 
gan to feel the heat on the kingside in 
R.Izoria-R.Naranja, New York 2008. 

b) It’s not too late for 5 c4 d6 6 £)c3 
£id7 7 0-0 e6 8 Ae3 £ie7 9 Wd2 h6 10 


Sfdl g5 11 Sacl a6, as in J.Peters- 
P.Blatny, Los Angeles 2003, and now 12 
d5 offers White a typically good King’s 
Indian, mainly because the bishop on 
b7 is misplaced and ineffective. 

4.. .±g7 5 £se2!? 

Very ambitious. White is willing to 
part with one of his bishops if he can 
take even more space with f4 later on. 
More normal is 5 £sf3. 

5.. .£sc6! 6 i.e3 £)b4 



Blatny’s point. White’s massive 
space advantage will be tempered 
somewhat by Black getting the bishop 
pair, which also helps free his position. 
Still, I think White’s space means more 
than Black’s bishops. 

7 £ibc3 £»xd3+ 8 #xd3 e6 9 0-0-0 

Black isn’t well placed to attack on 
the queenside, so White castles that 
wing. 

9.. .d6 10 f4 

Playing to blow Black away, no mat¬ 
ter where he decides to castle. 

10.. .£>e7 11 g4l? 

Clearly shyness is not one of Najer’s 
weaknesses! 
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11..M5 

Black would like to hit back in the 
centre with something like ll...f5?!. 
The problem is the game opens too 
quickly in White's favour after 12 gxf5 
gxf5 13 d5 '#d7 14 Ihgl if6 15 £>d4. 
12 g5 'VfdJ 13 d5 0-0-014 i-d4! 



Either eliminating Black’s bishop 
pair or forcing Black to block things up 
with ...e5, which would harm his bishop 
pair! 

14.. .e5 

Black has very little play after 
14.~i.xd4 15 <£>xd4 44)8 16 fihfl. 

15 fxes dxe5 16 i.e3 c5 
To halt White’s c5 break. 

17 a3! 

No worries, he plays for the b4 
break. 

17.. .4>b8 18 b4 fic8? 

Black is already in big trouble. This 
leaves a big target on c5. Black doesn’t 
get enough for the pawn afteT I8...cxb4 
19 axb4 4ic6 20 #bl £)d4 21 £}xd4 
exd4 22 J.xd4 i.xd4 23 lxd4 #g4 24 
h4 'W r g2 25 Hddl Ec8 26 #d3, but he 
had to try this anyway. 


19 bxc5 bxc5 20 <4c2 Shd8 21 Shfl 
We8 22 Sbl 4a8 23 Sb5 



A strategic disaster for Black. 
White's advantages: 

1 . Pressure down the b-file; 

2. Pressure on c5; 

3. Pressure down the f-file and f7; 
and 

4 . The insecure black king. 

23.. .1.f8 24 ^cl 4k6!? 

We can’t blame Black for wanting to 
muck up the game a bit. 

25 dxc6 

Good enough. White has a simpler 
put-away with 25 Sxb7l: 

a) 25...'4xb7 26 dxc6+ fixc6 27 £^5 
and the minor pieces dominate. 

b) 25...£id4+ 26 Jlxd4 cxd4 27 Ifxf7 
i.c5 28 ^b3 i,b6 29 c5 forces mate. 
25.-l.xc6 26 #e2! 

Avoiding 26 £id5 Axb5 27 cxb5 c4- 

26.. .1.xb5 27 £>xb5! 

Refusing to recapture with the 
pawn and allow ...c4!. 

27.. .a6 28 £ic3 Bc7 29 4}b3 Sb8 30 Hf6! 
fic6 31 Wf 2 i,e7 

31...Sxf6 32 #xf6 hits c5 and a6. 
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32 Hxc6 fcc6 33 #xf7 #b6 34 £id2 
34 Wd5+! 4^7 35 £ixc5 wins faster. 

34.. .1 . b2+ 35 4d3 Sd8+ 36 £id5 #xa3+ 
37 *e2 l.d6 38 Wxg6 Wb2 39t^hS 

The g-pawn moves faster than 
Black’s a-pawn. 

39.. .a5 401^7 a4 41 &c7+ 

Or 41 g6 (this variation allows Black 
two queens at the cost of his king!) 

41.. .a3 42 g7 a2 43 g8# Sxg8 441^8+ 
4a7 45 Wff7+ 4a8 46 #e8+ 4a7 47 
«d7+ *a8 48 Wc6+ 4a7 49 Wxd6! alW 
50 ®xc5+ 4b7 51 Wc7+ 4a8 52 #c8+ 
Wd 8 53 ^c7 mate. 

41.. .1.xc7 42 Hxc7 Sh8 43 1^6+ 4b8 
44 Wxa4 Sxh2+ 45 4d3 



White’s king finds a cosy nook. 

45».4c8 46 '#e8+ 4c7 47 #67+ 4b8 48 
#d6+ ^b7 49 Wd5+ 4b8 50 fcc5 Wal 
51 g6 Sg2 52 g7 1-0 

Summary 

Against the Hippopotamus, you can go 
King’s Indian style with c4, or play it 
like a 150 Attack against Modern with 
the plan £vf3, c3, 4}bd2, 0-0, Sel, £tfl, 
etc. 


Game 104 

K.Asrian-A.Eliseev 

Moscow 1996 

1 e4 b6 2 d4 i b7 3 Ad 3 e6?! 

Believe it or not, I think this very 
natural move is an error, which leads to 
a bad French or bad Queen’s Indian. 
Better are 3-£if6 or 3~.g6, as tried by 
Blatny in our last two games. 



4 £\f3 c5 5 c3 4tf6 6 We 2 ! 

I have incredibly exciting news for 
you. We’ve reached the Colle versus the 
Queen’s Indian set-up a full move up 
for White since he achieved e4 in one 
shot! Hey, you don’t look all that ex¬ 
cited, but you should be. You should 
probably put the book away and con¬ 
template what I told you for an hour or 
so and then come back. 

Greetings! Good to see you again! 
I’m certain you’ve now realized during 
your contemplative retreat that a Colle 
is nothing more than a Semi-Slav a 
move up, and since we got in e4 in one 
move, we’ve reached a very sharp Semi- 
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Slav a full two moves up. That is worth 
a lot. 

6...d5 

This leads to a sorry French for 
Black, who lacks counterplay, but if he 
avoids 6...d5, he gets squeezed: 6...cxd4 
7 cxd4 £>c6 8 a3 l.e7 9 £)c3 £ia5 10 

i.f4 0-0 11 0-0 d6 12 b4 Sc8 13 £>b5 
£ic6 14 lad 2e8 15 Sfdl £\h 5 16 J.e3 
a 6 17 d5! exd5 18 exd 5 4ft>8 19 Sxc 8 
±xc8 20 £ia7! Af6 (20...iLb7 21 £>c6 
<£ixc6 22 dxc6 JLxc6 23 4M4 Aa4 24 
Wxh5) 21 Wc2 Jtg4 22 £ic6 Wd7 23 
iLxh7+ AtiS 24 ile4 left White a pawn 
up with a dominant position, 
R.Antonio-K.Yang, Olongapo City 2010. 

7 e5 £)fd 7 



This is the French Black should avoid 
at all costs. It’s almost a compilation of 
all the problems Black gets in the Ad¬ 
vance Variation and the ...£if6 Tar- 
rasch: 

1. Black has a terrible bishop on b7; 

2 . Black can’t engineer ...f6 because 
he fianchettoed away the defender of 
e6, and so he remains cramped for life; 

3 . White’s unchallenged e5 point 


promises a kingside attack; and 

4 . Black’s only plan may be to seal 
the queenside and then castle queen- 
side. 

8 0-0 

White can also hold back kingside 
castling to leave an h4 option open: 8 
£sbd2 £}c6 9 a3 J.e7 10 h4 h6 11 b4, as 
in M.Pap-D.Nestorovic, Belgrade 2001. 
8...Ae7 9 £sbd 2 0-0 

I would try 9...a5, an attempted de- 
badification (Don’t look this word up, I 
just made it up! And the spell check 
keeps telling me I misspelled it!) of his 
bishop! 10 g3 (10 lei J,a6 11 c4!? is 
another plan) lO...J.a6 11 Axa6 £>xa6 
12 h4 h6 13 < ?ih2 cxd4?! 14 cxd 4 &04 
15 Wg4 J.f8 16 a3 h5 17 Wdl ^d3 18 
£>df3 £ixcl 19 fixcl, but Black hasn’t 
yet solved the problem of king safety 
and he still lags far behind in develop¬ 
ment, G.Pelle-L.Castaignet, French 
League 2002 . 

10 lela511 J,bl! 



Debadification denied! White 
doesn’t mind contorting to retain his 
powerful attacker. 
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Il-A,a 6 12 #dl 4k6 13 £>fl Se 8 14 
^e3 

Thinking about heading out to g4 
later on. 

14—cxd4 15 cxd4 . 6 ' b4 16 J,d 2 

Asrian rejects 16 #c2l? g6 17 J,d2 
fic8 18 #dl when White has induced 
the weakening ...g6 but it cost him two 
moves. I think it’s worth the time and 
would play it this way as White. 
l6-£tf8 17 £)g4 i-e7 18 g3! 



Plan: 

1. Play h4; 

2. White may use the g5-square to 
provoke pawn weaknesses in Black’s 
camp; and 

3. White may go for h5-h6, creating 
dark-squared weakness around Black’s 
king. 

18— £sb4 19 ±cl 

Covering d3- 

19- i.b5! 

A good move. Black foresees that 
White must eventually play a3, afteT 
which Black plays ...4ic6, with the idea 
...a4 and ...£ia5 with an invasion on c4 
and b3. Instead, 19...Sc8 20 a3 £sc6 21 


h4 ilb5 22 h5 sees White rolling on. 

20 h4 Sa7 2l£>g5 #c8 

Black is ready to counterattack on 
the c-file with ...Sc7 and ...4}c2. White 
must eject the knight now, even it if 
weakens his queenside somewhat. 

22 a3 £sc6 23 ±e3 a4 24 #f3 1x18 
Forced since 24...1xg5? 25 hxg5! al¬ 
lows White to eventually engineer a 
deadly sac on f6. He will probably first 
pile up heavy pieces on the h-file be¬ 
fore the sac. 

25 la2 #d7 26 lacl £sa5 27 Sc3 lc4 
28 Ibl £sb3 29 Sdl #b5! 

Excellent defence by Eliseev after his 
less-than-stellar opening play. Black 
threatens ...le2 and puts more pres¬ 
sure on White’s queenside, whereas 
29...b5?l 30 h5 h6 31 £ixh6+ gxh6 32 
£}h3 £}h7 33 lxh6 looks very tough for 
Black to defend. 

30ld3 

A concession, swapping off his be¬ 
loved good bishop due to the cheapo 
threat on e2, but White has problems 
making progress after 30 Bel £ia5l 31 
lei <£\b3! 32 J.e3 <2ia5. 

30-£\a5 31 lei lxd3 

31...£ib3? doesn’t draw: 32 lxc4 
dxc4 33 £ie3! &xcl 34 Idxcl lxg5 35 
hxg5 and if he snaps up the b-pawn he 
loses with 35-.#xb2?? 36 £}xc4#a2 37 
<£d6 Bd8 38 Sc7. 

32 Sdxd3 £sc4 33 #e2 Bb7 34 Bc2 
# 35 ! 

The queen’s work is done and it’s 
time for ...b5 and ...b4 to open lines on 
the queen’s wing. 
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I...£sc6 and Owen's Defence 


35 h5 



Finally, after taking great care in se¬ 
curing his queenside. 

35...b5? 

A critical decision and the wrong 
one. Black had to halt the pawn, even if 
it created a sac target with 35...h6 36 
£>h3 £>h7- Now White has three plans 
of attack: 

a) 37 4hxh6+ gxh6 38 JLxh6 with full 
compensation for the piece. 

b) 37 ilxh6 gxh6 38 £sxh6+ 4h8 
again with compensation. 

c) Keep building and look to sac 
later on with 37 Sf3. 

In all of these lines, though, Black 
too has his chances. 

36 h6 g6?? 

The strain of the defence proved too 
much for Black. 36...f6 was the only 
move. Then after 37 hxg7 fxg5 38 
gxf8N! (my philosophy: underpromote 
whenever possible! 1 advise this for two 
reasons: it’s cool and it annoys your 
opponent!) 38...Bxf8 Black’s king looks 
pretty shaky, but at least he is still 
breathing. 


37 1*3 



Black can resign. He has no answer 
to the brutal threat of 38 £if6+. 

37...Wel+ 

37...*h8 38 £>f6 See7 39 £>xd5l de¬ 
stroys Black’s position. 

38 4h2 J.xg5 39 .txg5 f5 
Absolute desperation. 

40 <£*6+ 4*7 41 Sdl Wa5 42 £sxe8 
4xe8 43 b3! 

All that remains is to open lines for 
his rooks to enter. 



43...axb3 441^3 4d7 

The pawn is immune, as Black can’t 
allow White’s rooks in: 44...1 f xa3? 45 
l'xa3 £\xa3 46 Sc8+ 4*7 47 Sal b4 48 
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, 4 , g2! (zugzwang!) 48...b3 49 fixa3 b2 

50 Haa8 4id7 51 fib8 mates. 

45 fia 2 Wa4 46 Sbl *c7 47 ®b4 Wxb4 
48 axb 4 £id 7 49 la 6 Ib 6 50 Ibal £sb 8 

51 Sa 8 Hb7 52 ±.e7 *c 6 53 Ac5 g5 54 
i.a7! 1-0 

A rook enters Black’s camp. 

Summary 

A move-up Colle rules! You get a fa¬ 
vourable version of either the French or 
Queen’s Indian. 


Game 105 

l.lbragimov-R.Tomasic 

Djakovo 1994 

1 d4 £sf6 2 <Sk3 e6 3 e4 ±b4?! 

Finally, we have an attempt to con¬ 
fuse White and take the game out of 
theory. Black ends up with a position 
similar to the slightly dubious Pin 
Variation of the Sicilian, but an even 
worse version than that line, since he 
hasn’t even achieved ...c5. Better to 
transpose to the French with 3-d5. 



4 e5 ^d5 5 %4! 

Superior to 5 Ad2 £ixc 3 6 bxc3 Ae7 
7 Wg4 &f8 8 Ad3 c5 9 £ie2 d6 when I 
still prefer White, but his advantage is 
not as large as in our main game, 
LDay-HJung, Ontario 1997. 

5.. .*f8 

The best among several bad choices: 

a) 5—0-0 6 i.h6 g6 7 Axf8 4>xf8 8 a3 
±xc3+ 9 bxc3 £sxc3 was A.Ong- 
J.Badenhorst, correspondence 2005, 
and now White missed 10 W13! double 
attacking c3 and h7. 

b) 5-g6 6 a3l (taking advantage of 
the fact that ...c5 hasn’t been played, 
which deprives Black of the ...Was op¬ 
tion) 6... J.xc3+ 7 bxc3 c5 8 dxc5 (after 8 
c4! ®e7 9 £if3 Black haemorrhages on 
the dark squares) 8...'tfa5 9 J.d 2 Wxc5 
and the dark squares will become a big 
problem for Black very soon, 
P.Leisebein-U.Gohla, correspondence 
2000. 

c) 5-^xc3 6 Wxg7 Sf8 7 a3 J.a5 8 
b4! and if Black tries to keep the extra 
piece he gets fried after 8...J.b6? 9 Ag5 
f6 10 Axf6 if7 ll #g8+ If8 12 Wg5 
2xf6 13 exf6 d6 14f7+!. 

6 i.d2 £ic6 

After 6...C5 7 £M3 <£ic6 8 dxc5 £ixc 3 9 
bxc3 i.xc5 10 Ad3 Wc7 11 Wg3 d6 12 
jtf4 ®a5 13 0-0 the game opens up 
with Black essentially a rook down. 

7 ®f3 d6 8 Ad3 Ad7 9 0-0 ±xc3 

He can hang on to the bishop with 

9.. .dxe5 10 dxe5 4bxc3 11 bxc3 Ae7 12 
fifel h5 13 Wf4, but then it’s hard to 
say how Black completes development. 
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I...thc6 and Owen’s Defence 


10 bxc3 dxe5 11 dxe5 



Assessment: 

1. White leads in development; 

2. The e5-pawn chokes Black; 

3. White, who has the bishop pair, 
has them pointing ominously in the 
direction of Black’s king; 

4. Black’s rook sits bottled up and 
out of the action on h8; 

5. Only White can make use of the 
open d-file; and 

6. White’s broken pawns on the 
queenside don’t give Black much com¬ 
fort as he contemplates his woes from 
numbers 1-5! 

Conclusion: the opening has been 
an utter disaster for Black. 

11.. .4^de7 12 ffadl 4?sg6 13 J,g5 ®e8 
Naturally, not I3...^gxe5?? 14 £>xe5 

&xe5?? 15 lb4+. 

14 Ifel 

The e5-pawn is a huge problem for 
Black. 

14.. Ace7 15 h4£id5?! 


He needs to push back with 15 ..T 16 
16 jtcl h5. 

16 h 5 £sge7 

It’s suicide to allow White’s pawn to 
h6, but 16...h6 doesn’t save Black either 
after 17 hxg6 hxg5 18 <£\xg5 fxg6. 

17 h 6 £ig 6 18 c4 £sc 3 19 hxg7+ I ixg7 
20 &f 6 + *g 8 21 Axg 6 fxg 6 

Or 21...hxg6 22 Jlxh8 ^xhS 23 
IBT 14 + 'A'gS 24 fld3 and £}g5 follows. 

22 Ed3 <£>xa2 23 Hedl 

Threatening 24 d7 and d8R. 

23...h5 

He finds a method of defending 
against both threats at the cost of dis¬ 
membering his kingside pawn struc¬ 
ture. 

24 %5 Sh7 25 ®h4 £)b4 26 Ixd7! 1-0 



It’s mate in seven moves. 

Summary 

3-.-fi.b4?! just leads to a position similar 
to a bad version of the Pin Variation of 
the Sicilian for Black. 
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The Veresov: 3...^bd7 4 f3!? 

1 d4 £>f6 2 <S}c3 d5 3 Ag5 £>bd7 4 f3 c6 

4...h6 5 i.h4 e6 (5-.c6 - 15) 

6 e4 i.e7 7 e5 £)h5 8 ±xe7 l f xe7 
9g3-n 
9 £ih3 - 13 

4-.C5 5 dxc5 e6 {S-MaS - 28) 

6 b4 ±e7 
7 Sbl - 23 
7 e4 - 26 

4-.e6 - 19; 4...'i r b6 - 6 

5 e4 dxe4 6 fe4 e5 



7 dxe5 

7^f3 

7...Wa5 - 38 
7—b6 - 40 
7-.l f b6 - 42 

7..Mas 8 ixf5 gxf6 9 e6 fxe6 10 #g4 

10...4^b6 - 31 


10.. .#g5 - 34 

10.. .£le5 - 36 

The Veresov: 3...^bd7 4 Wd3 

1 d4 £>f6 2 £sc3 d5 3 Ag5 ^bd7 4 Wd3 
c6 

4.. .e6 5 e4 dxe4 6 ^xe4 Jte7 
7 £>xf6+ 

7.. .Axf6 - 55 

7.. .^xf6 - 60 

4.. .h6 - 58 

4 .. .g 6 5 f3 Ag7 6 e4 

6.. .dxe4 - 62 

6.. .b6 - 64 
4-.C5 

5 0 - 0-0 - 66 
5 £rf3 - 69 



5e4 

5 3 
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5.. .b5 - 45 

5.. .g6 - 47 
5—dxe4 6 <?3xe4 

6.. .e6 - 51 

6.. .<£sxe4 - 53 

The Veresov: Other Defences 

1 d4 2 <5k3 d5 3 ±g5 l.f5 

3.. .C5 4 &xf6 gxf6 5 e3 (5 e4 - 86) 

5 .. .£k6 6 Wi5 cxd4 
7 exd4 e6 8 <Sif3 

8.. .Jlb4 - 89 

8.. .±d7 - 92 

8.. .f5 - 96 

3.. .c6 4®d3 

4.. .b6 -97 

4.. .b5 - 99 

3.. .g6 4Wd2 J,g7 

5 J.h6 - 101 
5 f3 -102 

3-.h6 4 Jlxf6 exf6 5 e3 

5.. .C6 -104 

5.. .±b4 -107 



4 f3 ^bd7 

4.. .£g6 - 81 

4.. .C6 - 83 

5^ixd5 


5 #d2 - 79 

5..Axd5 6 e4 

6.. .f6 - 72 

6.. .h6 - 75 

Veresov versus French: 

Lines with ...£tf6 

1 d4 £>f6 2 <§3c3 d5 3 ^.g5 e6 4 e4 dxe4 

4.. .Ae7 5 e5 £rfd7 6 h4 

6.. .jLxg5 -118 

6 .. . 0-0 -121 
4-i.b4 5 exd5 

5.. .exd5 - 124 

5.. .Wxd5 - 128 
5 <53xe4 JLe7 



6 Axf6 

6.. .1Lxf6 -110 

6.. .gxf6 -114 


Veresov versus French: 
Lines without ...£3f6 

1 d4 d5 2 £>c 3 e6 3 e4 dxe4 

3...1.b4 4 exd5 exd5 5 -id3 

5.. .1.e6 - 131 

5.. .c6 - 134 

5.. .£>c6 - 139 
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5.. .£if6 -140 
5~.4te7 - 142 

3~.4k6 4 £sf3 416 5 exd5 exd5 
6lb5 

6.. .1g4- 158 

6.. .1e7 - 161 

4 £sxe4 4k)7 

4-ld7 5 413 lc6 6 ld3 4kl7 
7 0-0 4}gf6 8 4kd2 le7 9 4k4 
9-!.d5 - 151 
9-0-0 - 154 



5 413 ®gf6 6 Id 3 c5 7 4}xf6+ 4lcf6 
8ie3 

8.. .^d5 - 144 

8.. .Wc7 - 147 

Id4d5 2 £ic3: 

Second Move Alternatives 

1 d4 d5 2 4k3 If5 

2.. .416.3 e4 dxe4 4 d5 4k5 
5 lf4 4}g6 6 lg3 

6...a6 - 169 
6„.f5 - 171 

2.. .C5 3 e4 

3-.cxd4- 173 
3-dxe4 - 176 

2 .. .g 6 3 e4 dxe4 4 £>xe4 lg7 5 413 


5-4kl7 -179 

5- 4li6 - 182 

2.. .e5 -185 

3 f3 e6 4 e4 lg6 
5 ld3 -163 
5 4kje2 - 166 

Veresov versus Caro-Kann 

1 d4 d5 2 4k 3 416 

2.. .c6 3 lg5 lf5 4 e3 Wb6 5 Hbl e6 
6ld3 

6...1xd3 - 200 

6- lg6 - 204 

3 lg5 c6 

3-lf5 4 lxf6 
4-.exf6 -194 
4-.gxf6 -198 

4 e3 £sbd7 5 f4 g6 



6 ld3 -189 
6 413 - 192 


Veresov versus Dutch 

ld4 f5 2 4k3d5 

2-416 3 lg5 e6 4 e4 fxe4 
5 4>xe4 le7 6 !xf6 lxf6 
7« f h5+g6 8fTi6 
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8.. .Axd4 - 222 

8.. .£>c6 - 224 

3 Ag5 

3 e4 - 209 
3 Af4 - 212 
3...g6 

3.. .^f6 

4 Wd2 - 215 
4f3 

4.. .4^c6 - 217 

4.. .C5 - 219 

4f3^f6 5«d2 

5-Ag7 - 227 

5.. .4.6 - 229 

5.. .Ae6-230 


Schmid Benoni and Czech Benoni 

Id4c5 

1.. .£lf6 2 £k3 e6 3 e4 

3.. .C5 - 278 

3.. Jtb4 - 296 

2 d5 £if6 

2.. .e5 3 e4 d6 4^c3 

4-Ae7 - 273 

4.. g6 - 275 

3 £>c3 g6 4 e4 d6 5 &f3 i-g7 


Modern, Pirc and Philidor 

1 d 4 d6 2 e4 

2.. .g6 3^c3 Ag7 4Ag5 

4 .. .V 16 - 234 
4-a6 - 237 

4.. .^c6 - 239 

4 .. .C6 - 242 
3 £k3 ^bd7 

3 .. .g 6 4 J,g5 Ag7 5 #d 2 h6 

6 J.h4 g5 7 J.g3 ^b5 8 0 - 0-0 

8.. .4.6 - 244 

8.. .C6 - 247 

3.. .e5 4^ge2 

4.. .Ae7 - 258 

4.. .exd4 - 260 
4g4 h6 

4.. .e5 - 255 

5 h3 e5 6 £}ge2 c6 7 a4 
7-.a6 - 250 

7 ..a5 - 253 


6 Ab5+ 

6.. .^bd7 - 264 

6.. .Ad7 - 267 

6.. .^>fd7 - 270 

l...^c6 and Owen’s Defence 

1 d4 £k6 

1.. .b6 2 e4 Ab7 3 Ad3 

3.. .£rf6 - 286 

3.. .g6 - 289 
3-.e6 - 292 

2 d5 ^e5 3 f4 <£ig6 4 e4 e6 5 dxe6 fxe6 
6 £sf3 Ac5 7 Ad3 £ih6 

8 g 3 - 281 
8#e2- 284 
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Tired of playing the same old openings? 

Bored with stuffy mainline opening theory? 
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for White in a repertoire which is perfect for those who have little time for study, 
but enjoy taking opponents out of their comfort zones and causing them problems 
from the outset. 

The backbone of the repertoire is provided by the aggressive Veresov Opening 
(i d4,2 NC3 and 3 Bgs) and this is accompanied by equally hostile options against 
other Black defences such as the French, Caro-Kann, Dutch, Benoni, Pirc and Philidor. 
These opening weapons are ideal choices for those who revel in forcing opponents 
into chaotic or uncomfortable positions. 

A complete repertoire for White 

Covers all of Black’s main defences 

Includes game summaries with key points to remember 

Cyrus Lakdawala is an International Master, a former National Open and American 
Open Champion, and a six-time State Champion. He has been teaching chess for 
over 30 years, and coaches some of the top junior players in the US. 
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